
I Have A Friend Who Believes Socialism Is A Good Idea

Types of Governments
THEOCRACY- Israel after Egyptian freedom granted. God is king. 

“‘But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, “No, we want a king to 
rule over us” – even though the LORD your God was your king. Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked 
for; see, the LORD has set a king over you.”  1 Samuel 12:12-13 NIV

MONARCHY- Israel demanded a monarch/king.

“But when they said, ‘Give us a king to lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told him: 
‘Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As 
they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are 
doing to you. Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will 
claim as his rights.’”  1 Samuel 8:6-9 NIV

DICTATORSHIP - Pharaoh in Egypt (Exodus) and Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon (Daniel)

Republican OLIGARCHY- RomeElite families elected elite people in limited elections.  (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts)

Communism - USSR & CHINA

Socialism - Nazi Germany and Modern Day Venezuela 

Representative Democracy - USA

So What About Early Christianity?
They HELD ON LOOSELY to their stuff and LET IT GO freely to help anyone who had a need.

“All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 
had need. Acts 2:44-45 NIV

They were UNIFIED with one heart and mind  believing that God gave it all to them.

“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared 
everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 
grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there was no needy person among them. For from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed 
to anyone who had need.”  Acts 4:32-35 NIV

They VOLUNTARILY gave. It was not unilaterally taken by ANY authority.

So What?
So voluntarily GIVING in a representative democracy is the PRIVILEGE we share as Christ-Followers.

Now What?
I will voluntarily GIVE to the needs of people in our church, community, and nation as God MOVES me.


