
I Have A Friend Who Doesn’t Care About The Poor

GOD ALWAYS demonstrates He cares for the poor.

REALIZE God has ALWAYS been concerned with the poor.
“If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not 
be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards them. Rather, be open-handed and freely lend them whatever they need. Be 
careful not to harbor this wicked thought: ‘The seventh year, the year for cancelling debts, is near,’ so that you do not show 
ill will towards the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They may then appeal to the LORD against 
you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this 
the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. There will always be poor people 
in the land. Therefore I command you to be open-handed towards your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your 
land.” Deuteronomy 15:7-11 NIV

GRASP these truths:

 A. JESUS shows He cares in the NEW just like God said He cared in the OLD. 
 B. Sometimes, one’s lack of compassion for the poor is simply a MASK for GREED.

“But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, ‘Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the 
money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages. ’ He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because 
he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus 
replied. ‘It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among 
you, but you will not always have me.’” John 12:4-8 NIV

Jesus’ MOTHER reflected God’s concern for the poor even before Jesus was born.
“He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.” Luke� �1:53� �NIV

The CHURCH initially was and always is called to help the poor and needy.
“With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so power-
fully at work in them all that there was NO NEEDY PERSON among them. For from time to time those who owned land or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who 
had need.” Acts 4:33-35 NIV

So What is...
...True? God always cares for the poor.
...Kind? I am called to care.
...Helpful? It’s on a person by person basis.
...Clear? Caring is required. How I do it varies.

“‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.”” Matthew 25:40 NIV

Now WHAT?
I will take a STEP to care for the poor.


