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Role of a Curator

Curators are in charge of a collection of exhibits in a museum or art gallery.  

Their job is to build up collections, often in specialist areas. Curators develop ways 

in which objects, archives and artworks can be interpreted, through exhibitions, 

publications, events and audio-visual presentations. Their work involves buying 

exhibits, organising exhibitions, arranging restoration of artefacts, identifying and 

recording items, organising loans and dealing with enquiries. All of these tasks 

require curators to work with colleagues in areas such as conservation, education, 

design and marketing. In addition, they may conduct research and may lecture on 

findings or ongoing activities.

Other responsibilities include:

1. Developing and organising new collections to expand and improve educational 

and research facilities

2. Extensively researching, negotiating prices on and buying items such as 

sculptures, statues and paintings that can add value to the collection

3. Maintaining records and cataloguing acquisitions

4. Researching, compiling and preparing written information about catalogues and 

publishing it on the institution’s website

5. Collaborating with other institutions

6. Ensuring that collections are properly preserved

7. Raising funds and grants

8. Interviewing, hiring and training staff and managing volunteers.



Notable Curators

1. Lumi Tan: Curator, The Kitchen

2. Ashley James: Assistant Curator of Contemporary Art, Brooklyn Museum

3. Jane Panetta: Associate Curator, Whitney Museum of American Art

4. Emma Enderby: Curator, The Shed

5. Katherine Brinson: Curator of Contemporary Art at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum

6. Judy Ditner: Associate Curator of Photography and

7. Mika Yoshitake: Independent Curator

8. Piper Marshall: Independent Curator

9. Justine Ludwig: Executive Director, Creative Time



Potential Title Names

Design Curation

Curators by Design

Curators* Conference

Designers x Curators

Context 

Curationism

Beyond Context

Curation in Design

To Curate



Mission Statement

As designers begin to create or participate in projects with desires to affect 

“positive, social, cultural, economic, and political change,” curators have  

been successfully doing this through well-known institutions to non-profits  

by shaping the way we view art. This conference provides a series of panels  

from curators and their colleagues to help designers get an insight of the  

curatorial process and how designers can apply research, collaboration,  

writing, and many roles to their next influential project.
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Shaping the way we view art.

Shaping new perspectives.

Sharing new perspectives.
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