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The Project

P alm Beach Symphony has long been 
known for its groundbreaking programs 
and educational presentations.

Masterworks concerts were 
distributed online in the 2020-2021 season 
for the first time to viewers across the 
country and the world. Last season alone, 
coupled with COVID complications, our full 
orchestra educational presentation, “One 

Small Step” was available virtually to all of 
the 110,000 elementary and middle school 
students in Palm Beach County, bringing 
Milky Way magic to the stage through 
an interactive concert exploring musical, 
scientific and dance concepts.

In just a few weeks, the magic continues 
in the adventures of Eudora’s Fable: The 
Shoe Bird – a fable more complex than 

Aesop’s miniatures, containing multiple 
morals as every child who experiences 
this story will readily understand. While 
describing the many birds of the story, the 
music introduces and expands children’s 
knowledge of the orchestral instruments, 
in particular the woodwind section........its 
mesmerizing performance engages all of 
the senses, live on stage!

THE SHOE BIRD 
PROJECT
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The Star Collaborators
Palm Beach Symphony Maestro 
Gerard Schwarz: Conductor, Eudora’s 
Fable: The Shoe Bird. Multi Emmy and 
ASCAP Award winning Music Director, who 
received a 2008 Grammy® Award nomination 
for “Best Musical Album for Children” for his 
recording of the work.  

Palm Beach Symphony 
Musicians: Participating Professional 
Musicians with acclaimed performances 
worldwide will supplement their onstage 
performance with music specific workshops 
introducing students to instruments featured 
in the production.  

Young Singers of the Palm 
Beaches: Guest Chorus. Award-winning 
children’s choir that represented State of 
Florida at Jubilate Mozart Int’l Choral Festival 
in Salzburg and Vienna.  

Charlie Adler: Emmy Award Winning 
Guest Narrator. Named to “Top All-Time 
Voice Over Artists” (Animation Magazine). 
Award-winning actor who was also the voice 
of Buster Bunny in Tiny Toon Adventures, 

voice director in remake of The Nutty 
Professor with Jerry Lewis, and was an 
original Smurf among hundreds of others.  

Samuel Jones: Composer of Music 
and Lyrics. Grammy award-nominated and 
ASCAP award-winning composer, who 
adapted the story to create the music and 
lyrics of Eudora’s Fable: The Shoe Bird. 
Founder of Rice University’s Shepherd 
School of Music, his compositions have 
been featured by Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Detroit, Cincinnati and Houston Symphonies, 
Rochester Philharmonic and scores of others.  

Eudora Welty: The Shoe Bird author. 
Pulitzer Prize-winning American author, on 
staff of NY Times Book Review, recipient 
of Guggenheim Fellowship, author of NY 
Times best-sellers and lecturer at Oxford 
and Cambridge.  

Habib Azar:  A seven-time Emmy 
Award-winning producer and director of 
feature films, contemporary opera and 
multi-camera broadcasts. He is a regular 
director for the Metropolitan Opera Live in 

HD series, Live from Lincoln Center, The All 
Star Orchestra and webcasts from Carnegie 
Hall. He was also the executive producer of 
the New York Philharmonic’s live broadcast 
series scripting and directing shows with 
hosts Alec Baldwin and Terrence McKnight. 
This season, he created a series of 15 live-
stream performances for Boston Symphony. 

Ed McGowin: Commissioned Artist 
for bigger than life sized art projections 
on stage. Acclaimed for his paintings, 
sculptures, films, and public art installations. 
Works in Whitney Museum of American Art 
and Guggenheim among others.  

Literary Coalition of Palm 
Beach County: Partner Organization in 
designing and implementing age-appropriate 
workshops for Palm Beach upper elementary 
and middle school students. Administered 
through the schools’ media specialists, 
workshops are based on figurative and 
literal meaning/ interpretation of various 
bird sayings. School media specialists will 
receive the book to read to students prior to 
attending the musical production.
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Audience
Reach

P roduction is available to 110,000 
students and families in Palm Beach 
County, in-person at the Kravis Center 
for Performing Arts during the school 

day, for families at Eissey Campus Theater 
at Palm Beach State College and potentially 
to a national audience in 2022. 

Filmed by a multiple Emmy-award 
winning American film, theater and 
television director, the project will offer 
Palm Beach Symphony new opportunities 
for national and international attention, 
demonstrating our commitment to serving 
the students of the 10th largest school 
district in the US.
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About Palm Beach Symphony 
and why we need you!
Our Mission & Financial 
Stabililty
Palm Beach Symphony is South Florida’s 
premier orchestra known for its diverse 
repertoire and commitment to community. 

Founded in 1974, it is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
arts organization and adheres to a mission 
of engaging, educating, and entertaining 
the greater community of the Palm Beaches 
through live performances of inspiring 
orchestral music. Education plays a major 
role in our mission, and has grown almost 
100% year after year........

Palm Beach Symphony is a solid financial 
institution with a $ 2.25 M budget, and 
strong fiscal responsibility, operating in the 
black for the past 6 years. 

Critical Acclaim
Our recent season’s many critical accolades 
include “Under the distinguished baton 
of music and artistic director Gerard 
Schwarz….the ensemble played brilliantly, 
vaulting the Palm Beach Symphony into 
the ranks of leading American regional 
orchestras,…..” NEWSMAX (May2021)

This Project 
This project is sponsored in part by the 
State of Florida, Department of State, 
Division of Arts and Culture and the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture.

Approximate Project Budget:  
$ 170,000

Please consider 
playing your 
part to make this 
extra-ordinary 
experience possible 
for thousands 
of students and 
families in Palm 
Beach County and 
beyond !


