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As we experience difficult and uncertain times, we think of those who have been affected by
the Coronavirus and we keep everybody in our prayers. We still have a lot to be thankful for!

The green rolling hills of the majestic Blue Mountains are covered with precious winter wheat,
a beautiful and exciting site during early spring. To live in the breadbasket of Washington State
and experience farming day to day is an amazing feeling and a positive sign of hope and
prosperity. The agricultural sector plays such an important role in our survival and the
Washington Wine Industry is also a huge contributor to our State’s economy. Growing grapes
and producing wine is close to our hearts and especially during these times we see it as a true
gift from above!

In the vineyard, Ryan and the crew have completed all pruning duties, diligently shaping and
preparing all trellising systems for yet another vintage, maintaining shape, vine growth and
structure. I look forward to see how all of our distinctive blocks will shape up during the spring
and summer. Constant evaluation of the vineyard, along with closely following specific
weather patterns, are crucial for my winemaking decisions and ultimately my style, knowing
what kind of fruit I’m actually working with at all times. It prepares and paves the “uncertain”
road for every vintage!

In the cellar, our wines are maturing in barrel, and blending trials are off and running. This is
an exciting time where our best wines are being selected, and getting a sneak preview of what
these wines will become is always a promising and satisfying feeling. Sensory analysis of fruit
and oak integration of each specific block are so crucial, to maintain freshness and intensity in
our wines.

My biggest focus still remains to keep varietal characteristics, while also creating a wine that’s
distinct and real, with depth and personality. One of the wines I’m excited about is our 2019
Double River Whole Cluster Syrah from Block 8. The character and expressiveness of this
young wine is showing really well at this early stage, and I look forward to see how it will
develop in barrel over the next few months. The stem inclusion in this wine provides it with life,
substance and structure, making it a true stand-out in the barrel room.

In your May shipment you will receive two very special wines, a very intriguing Walla Walla
Cabernet Franc that represents both new and old world qualities, and one of my favorite
wines from the 2016 vintage. The next wine is our 2016 Walla Walla Valley Inspired - vivid and
bright, yet intense and layered, delivering yet again a balanced “Right-bank style” from our
own “Chateau!”

The versatility of the Cabernet Franc makes it suitable with your favorite lamb burger and the
expressiveness of the Inspired will even be more evident with a delicious duck breast with
plum and red wine sauce. We thank you for your continued support and we look forward to
crafting and creating exclusive offerings for you. We are thrilled to have you be part of our
“family” and we look forward to seeing you throughout the year.

All the best,

Dirk


