
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jay Krishnan is a globally successful entrepreneur, investor, an innovation ecosystem builder, and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Accelerator Centre.   
 
An executive leader with over 20 years of experience, Jay boasts an impressive resume of 
international success. With experience spanning the venture capital space, entrepreneurship and 
product development and management, Jay knows firsthand what it takes to turn a good idea into 
a great one and to grow a company from a startup to a globally competitive business. 
 
Having been involved in the founding stages of 3 startups himself, he has experienced the full 
startup lifecycle - from failure to success- spanning seeding, raising capital, scaling and exit; with 
one company ultimately acquired by a multi-national conglomerate. Prior to his entrepreneurial 
journey, Jay donned product management and product engineering hats at global multinationals 
including Cisco, Juniper and Cantata- Dialogic/ Intel in the US and India. 
 
Jay has a keen business acumen, a passion for working with innovative entrepreneurs, and desire 
to build thriving innovation communities. Before joining the AC, Jay was a General Partner at 
Mantra Capital, an early-stage US-domiciled VC firm. Prior to Mantra, Jay was the first CEO at  
T- Hub, India’s largest startup incubation & accelerator center. 

 
“In addition to being an entrepreneurial powerhouse, Canada has always been a bastion of 
cultural and libertarian values and Waterloo, a hotbed of innovation. Waterloo is unique in 
that the city boasts of key ingredients needed to build a world class ecosystem - diversity, 
density, and momentum. When the opportunity presented itself to lead an organization like 
the AC, I was thrilled to be able to play a role in shaping the next journey that Waterloo and 
Canada will play in building out a new future.”  
 

As a testament to Jay’s visionary leadership, he is the recipient of numerous international awards 
and publications that include CleanTech Open, ICSPAT, TechConnect, Make a Difference, 
StartMeUp and Red Herring.  

Jay earned his Executive General Management from The Indian Institute of Management (IIMB, 
Bangalore, India), hisBachelors in Electrical Engineering from Bangalore University (Bangalore, 
India) and a Masters in Electrical Engineering from the University of Hartford (Connecticut, USA). 

Personally, Jay is a self-described “nerd” and spends time building products and experimenting 
with social mathematical models. Jay is also an avid reader - reading 3-4 books per month. He has 
a passion for travel having explored the fast-disappearing glaciers that meet rainforests in the 
southern hemisphere. He’s hoping to do the same in the Northern hemisphere by exploring 
Canada’s little-known secret- Kluane National park. He’s also a sports fan rooting for the Celtics 
and Raptors. 

Jay Krishnan 

CEO, Accelerator Centre 

http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20140131-canadas-wild-frontier-where-glaciers-and-rainforests-meet?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fduckduckgo.com%2F

