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Introduction  
City Regions Ireland, a coalition of the 5 Chambers of Commerce of the 5 City Regions of Cork, 

Dublin, Galway, Limerick and Waterford make the following submission, emphasising the unique 

economic role played by city regions and the necessity to align investment to these growth centres 

as set out in the National Planning Framework.  

Each Chamber is making its own unique fine grain submission, however the below sets out the 

macro points that bind the vision of Ireland’s City Regions. As a baseline, existing commitments must 

be honoured and ambition and spend must be increased to secure an investment led pathway to 

recovery, sustainability and resilience.  

In one voice, the 5 cities set out 8 areas of focus spanning core density and urban sprawl, increased 

housing supply, support for international connectivity through ports and airports, transport 

infrastructure to connect our cities, public transport, higher education, city centre regeneration, 

water and waste. We address the central question asked, What types of capital investment should be 

prioritised? 

 

What types of capital investment should be prioritised? 
Answer:  
Capital investment should be increased and aligned to the urban growth centres set out in Ireland 

2040.  

Rationale:  
To successfully deliver on the national planning framework and all aligned national and local 

Government policy.  

The following areas of focus are identified by City Regions Ireland.  

 

Core Density and Urban Sprawl 
Improving core density and reducing urban sprawl is an imperative for the goal of an economically 

and socially vibrant city centre. Currently, urban sprawl is an issue for Ireland’s cities and a concerted 

effort is needed for its prevention. Significant measures must be taken to enhance the viability and 

affordability of high density development and fine grain infill such as above shop living.  

 



 
Increased Housing Supply 
Housing is an issue across all 5 cities, for Waterford, Galway, Limerick, Cork and Dublin. Rent and 

house prices have become unaffordable for many.  The delivery of housing across every market 

category must be prioritised and supported by the NDP.  

 

International Connectivity through Ports and Airports 
As an island, our cities’ ports and airports are our only way to facilitate trade, tourism and industry. 

The uniqueness of this situation must not be overlooked in international comparison and 

implementation of supports. Facing unprecedented challenge, appropriate capital and operation 

expenditure must be made available to ensure our international connectivity forcefully rebounds as 

we exit this pandemic.  

 

Inter City Transport Infrastructure  
Investing in inter-city transport links will foster greater economic collaboration between Ireland’s 

cities, as well as greater links for tourism. Currently, both road and rail intercity connections are in 

need of significant investment. Existing commitment must be honoured, evolved and strengthened 

to ensure that the vision of Ireland 2040 is delivered.  

 

Public Transport  
The improvement of public and sustainable transport is essential for our cities to be internationally 

competitive and to attract talent and innovation in a global market. Public transport systems need 

modernisation, with the goal to improve public, sustainable and active offering across the 5 cities. 

Ambition must be raised in acceleration of funding for planning, design and delivery.  

 

Higher Education  
Each of our cities needs to be home to the best in third level education that the country can offer. 

For our cities to thrive, be innovative, forward thinking and vibrant we must ensure their institutions 

of higher education are of the best standards. Capital projects must be supported and the national 

level of investment must be raised to 2.5% GDP.  

 

City Centre Regeneration  
City centres need to be vibrant, economically, culturally and socially. City centres need a mix of 

retail, office, residential, green spaces and public realm and to be well connected through a public 

transport system. They need to be attractive, safe and vibrant, by day and by night. The URDF and 

RDF must be supported and enhanced, with greater multi annual predictability of funding for 

Ireland’s City regions.  

 



 
Water and Waste  
For our cities to be sustainable we need to manage water and waste. Our city regions are defined by 

their links to both waterways and ocean and it is essential that we enhance and protect our natural 

environment and reinforce our infrastructure, creating better places to live, work and play.  

Investment in water infrastructure must be aligned to the National Planning Framework, and the 

City regions identified within.  


