Statement of Faith
Creekside Bible Church
Preface. The Statement of Faith represents the doctrinal position of Creekside Bible
Church as adopted and taught by the Elders. The Bible mandates that, as overseers and
shepherds of Christ’s Church, the Elders protect the doctrinal purity and integrity of the
Church (Acts 20:28-31; Jude 3; 2 Timothy 4:1-5). They are also charged to preserve
unity regarding the truth (Romans 12:9-18; 3 John 8-12).
This Statement of Faith is a distilled overview of the basic topics of what we believe to
be the “whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) regarding the fundamentals that a discerning
Church and growing Christians should be aspiring toward. We acknowledge that every
Christian is ever-growing and ever-learning in the Christian life (Philippians 3:12); and
we acknowledge that in this life we all “see in a mirror dimly” (1 Corinthians 13:12). We
are all in progress and growing in knowledge (2 Peter 1:5-8).
As such, we recognize the reality that every believer has a learning curve and is on the
continuum of biblical understanding based on maturity, experience, upbringing, and
many other variables. The purpose of the Statement of Faith is not to exclude and isolate
true believers, but rather to provide a common ground of truth which serves as the basis
of common worship, fellowship and service to Christ as one spiritual Body and family in
the local church (3 John 3-4).
Section 1. The Bible: We teach the Bible is Holy Scripture and consists of the sixty-six
books of the Old and New Testaments. The Bible alone is the Word of God, verbally
inspired by God, without error in the original manuscripts, and the complete, sufficient,
and only infallible rule of faith, life, and practice for every believer (2 Timothy 3:1617; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:19-21; John 10:35; Revelation 22:18-19).
The whole counsel of God is either expressly stated in Scripture or may be deduced from
them; and nothing at any time is to be added by man, by new revelations, or from the
traditions of men. At the same time, we affirm that the inward illumination by the Spirit
of God is necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the
Word of God. The Bible is wholly self-consistent and is to be read and understood in a
normal, literal, face-value manner. Whereas there may be several applications of any
given passage of Scripture, there is but one true interpretation (John 6:45; 7:17; 16:1215; Galatians 1:8-9; 1 Corinthians 2:7-15; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 1
John 2:20).
We teach the grammatical-historical method of interpreting Scripture. Formally, this
means interpreting the Bible in light of the details of the grammar and syntax as well as
the historical context. Informally, this means taking the Bible at face-value, reading it
normally as one would read other forms of common literature. The Bible was written in
the “language of the people,” and as such should be understood that way. The following
interpretive priorities are paramount when studying the Bible: (1) the Holy Spirit enables
a person to understand Scripture; (2) the goal in Bible study is to determine the author’s
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original intent; (3) context determines meaning; (4) the Bible does not contradict itself;
(5) the modern culture does not determine the meaning of a Bible passage; (6) the text
will have one meaning, although it may have many applications; (7) the Bible relates true
history; (8) ideally, one should study the original languages (Hebrew and Greek) to get
the clearest meaning of Scripture.
The books commonly called the Apocrypha, not being divinely inspired, are not part of
the Canon of Scripture, and hold no authority. Rather, they are to be viewed as being on
the same level as other books of merely human origin.
Section 2. The Trinity: We teach that there is only one living and true God, Who is
unchanging, self-existent, infinite, holy, an all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all His
attributes, one in essence, eternally existing as three distinct Persons—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—each equally deserving worship and obedience (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah
46:9-10; John 4:24; Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4; 2 Corinthians 13:14).
Section 3. God the Father: We teach that God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity,
orders and disposes all things according to His own purpose and grace; He is the Creator
of all things. As the absolute and omnipotent Ruler of the universe, He is sovereign in
creation, providence, and redemption. As Creator He is Lord of all people and spiritual
Father only to believers. He has decreed for His own glory all things that come to pass,
knowing infinitely all things, from beginning to end. He continually upholds, directs, and
governs all creatures and events. In His sovereignty He is neither the author nor approver
of sin, yet he preserves the accountability of moral, intelligent creatures. He has
graciously chosen from eternity past those whom He would have as His own; He saves
from sin all who come to Him in faith through Jesus Christ; He adopts as His own all
those who come to Him; and He becomes, upon adoption, Father to His own (Genesis
1:1-31; Psalm 103:19; 136:1; 145:8-9; 1 Chronicles 29:11; Habakkuk 1:13; Isaiah 6:113; John 1:12; 8:38-47; Romans 8:14-15; 11:36; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians
6:18; Galatians 4:5; Ephesians 1:4-11; 3:9; 4:6; 1 Timothy 1:17; 1 Peter 1:17; Hebrews
12:5-9; 1 John 4:7-8).
Section 4. God the Son: We teach that Jesus Christ is the second Person of the Trinity,
possesses all the divine attributes, and in these He is coequal, consubstantial, and
coeternal with the Father—He is God and is worthy of worship. Through Him all things
were created and are presently sustained. We teach that God became a man in the Person
of Jesus Christ (the Incarnation). As the Father’s only-begotten Son, Jesus was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, was miraculously born of a virgin named Mary, lived a sinless life,
and performed miracles. Jesus took on a human nature while maintaining His complete
deity in an indivisible union. The purpose of this Incarnation was to reveal God, redeem
humanity, and rule over God’s kingdom. As the God-Man, Jesus voluntarily died on the
cross, in fulfillment of Scripture, as the only perfect and final substitute for sinful men. In
His sacrificial, substitutionary death, Christ absorbed the full wrath of God on behalf of
sinful humanity. He rose bodily from the grave on the third day, ascended into heaven to
the right hand of the Father where He makes intercession for His people as their
Advocate and High Priest; He is the only mediator between God the Father and
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humanity. He will return again physically to reward His saints ('saints' are people who
have been born again through faith in the gospel; i.e., "all believers"), to judge His
enemies, and to reign as King of Kings. (Psalm 2:7-9; Matthew 2:11; John 1:118, 5:23, 10:30, 14:9; 28; Luke 1:26-35; Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-3; 2 Corinthians
5:21; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-17, 2:9; 1 Timothy 2:5; Revelation 19:1-21).
Section 5. God the Holy Spirit: We teach the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the
Trinity. He is eternal, underived, possessing all the attributes of personality and deity. As
a spirit, He possesses no body. Although distinct from the Father and the Son as a person
and in function, He is coequal and consubstantial with Them in divine attributes. We
recognize His sovereign activity in the creation (Genesis 1:2); the incarnation (Matthew
1:18); the resurrection of Christ (Romans 8:11); the written revelation (2 Peter 1:20-21);
and the work of salvation (John 3:5-7). Under the Old Covenant economy, He did not
permanently indwell people, but came upon certain people for unique times and purposes.
We teach a unique work of the Holy Spirit in this age began at Pentecost when He came
from the Father as promised by Christ (John 14:16-17, 15:26; Acts 1:1-2:47) to initiate
and complete the building of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:12-13). His ministry
includes convicting the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; glorifying the
Father (John 4:23, 14:16) and the Lord Jesus Christ (John 16:7-9; Acts 1:5, 2:4);
baptizing all believers into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12); giving spiritual gifts
to Christians as He wills (1 Corinthians 12:1-31); indwelling believers at the moment of
salvation, and sealing them until the day of redemption, while leading, sanctifying,
instructing, comforting and empowering them for service (Romans 8:9-11, 29; 2
Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 1:13).
Section 6. Creation: We teach that all things were created by God out of nothing
(Genesis 1:1-31). The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit were all present and active at
the time of creation. Angels were created as ministering spirits (Hebrews 1:14), though
some, under the leadership of Satan, who is a real personal being and is incorrigible, fell
from their sinless state to become agents of evil (Revelation 12:7-9). We teach that
Genesis 1-2 is a historical narrative that provides an accurate account of how God
brought the universe into existence. Accordingly, we teach that the universe was created
in six literal days, and was very good, and is continuously sustained by God; thus it both
reflects His glory and reveals His truth (Exodus 20:11; Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:18-20).
Human beings were directly created in the very image of God, and are not the product of
any evolutionary process (Genesis 1:1-2:25).
Section 7. Man: We teach that humanity began when God created Adam and Eve
directly and immediately in His image and likeness, in the beginning, as male and female
(Genesis 1:27). Man was created as a finite being, free of sin with a rational nature,
intelligence, volition, self-determination, and moral responsibility to God (Genesis
2:7; 15-25; James 3:9). We teach that God intends humanity to glorify Him, enjoy His
fellowship, live his life according to God’s will, and by this accomplish God’s purpose
for humanity in the world (Isaiah 43:7; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11). We teach that
Adam was a real man, and through his sin of disobedience to the revealed Word of God,
man lost his innocence; incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical death; became
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subject to the wrath of God; and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of
choosing or doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost. Man’s
salvation is thereby wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of our Lord
Jesus Christ (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-19; John 3:36; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 1 Corinthians
2:14; Ephesians 2:1-3; 1 Timothy 2:13-14; 1 John 1:8). We teach that because all men
were in Adam, a nature corrupted by Adam’s sin has been transmitted to all people of all
ages, Jesus Christ being the only exception. All people are thus sinners by nature (from
conception), by choice, and by divine declaration (Psalm 14:1-3; 51:5; Jeremiah
17:9; Romans 3:9-18, 23; 5:10-12).
Section 8. Salvation: We teach that salvation is wholly of God, a free gift by His grace,
on the basis of the redemption of Jesus Christ, by the merit of His shed blood, and not on
the basis of human merit or works (John 1:12; Ephesians 1:4-7; 2:8-10; 1 Peter 1:18-19).
We teach that a person is saved the moment that individual believes in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which entails repenting of sin toward God, acknowledging Jesus as Lord
and Savior, trusting in His sacrificial death on the cross which appeased God’s wrath, and
believing that He rose bodily from the grave according to the Scriptures (Matthew
4:17; Acts 16:31; 20:21; Romans 1:16; 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). This work of
salvation is accomplished by the supernatural agency of the Holy Spirit, in an
instantaneous moment of time (it is not a process), whereby that person is declared
judicially righteous before God (hence, justified); is totally forgiven of all sin; receives
eternal life (John 3:16); is adopted into the family of God; becomes a co-heir with Christ
(Revelation 3:21); is given a new mind (1 Corinthians 2:16), nature (2 Peter 1:4), and
lifestyle (2 Corinthians 5:17); and is endowed with the literal residing presence of God’s
Holy Spirit until the mortal body is redeemed (Romans 2:4; 8:9-11, 23; 2 Corinthians
5:21; Titus 3:5). We teach that salvation has always been the same for believers in every
age, by grace through faith apart from works (Romans 4:1-8; Hebrews 11:1-40).
Section 9. Sanctification: We teach that at the moment of salvation the believer is
justified, or declared righteous by God, and is considered holy and perfect in position and
status before God. From a legal standpoint, the righteousness of Christ has been imputed
to the believer, but practically the new Christian is spiritually immature in many ways (1
Corinthians 3:1-3; Galatians 4:19; Ephesians 4:14; Hebrews 6:1-3; 1 John 2:12) and, in
addition, still has to contend with indwelling sin and the flesh, which is our fallen,
unredeemed humanity (Romans 7:14-25).
As a result, all believers are vulnerable in various degrees to all manner of sin and
temptation. Yet, God expects all believers to keep growing in spiritual maturity over the
course of the Christian life, the goal of which is always to pursue Christ-likeness (1
Corinthians 11:1; 2 Peter 1:5-8). The process of maturing spiritually, what Scripture
describes as “growing…in respect to salvation” (1 Peter 2:2), is called sanctification.
“Sanctified” means to be “set apart by God.” At the heart of sanctification is increasing in
the knowledge of the truth, or, being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image
of Christ (Ephesians 1:15-19; Colossians 3:10). Sanctification comes with being
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transformed in the renewing of one’s mind or thought life (Romans 12:2), the fruit of
which is obedience (Romans 12:1; Philippians 2:12).
All believers will go through the process of sanctification in this life (Philippians 1:6;
Hebrews 12:14), but at varying rates and degrees (1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 1 John 2:12-14).
Sanctification begins at justification and culminates in glorification (Romans 8:29-30).
Sanctification is ultimately a work of grace initiated by God in the life of the believer (2
Corinthians 3:18). We are not sanctified by our works (Galatians 3:3). The agent of
sanctification is God’s Spirit and the means is His Word (1 Peter 1:2; Psalm 119:9, 11).
Although indwelling sin will not be eradicated in this life, the Holy Spirit does provide
real victory for the believer over the power and penalty of sin (Romans 8:9-16; 2
Timothy 1:7). Believers are expected by God to cooperate in the sanctification process
through the walk of faith by proactively establishing habits of obedience, practicing
spiritual disciplines and engaging in the ongoing struggle of resistance to sin and
temptation (2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 5:16-23; Ephesians 6:12-13; Philippians 2:1213).
Section 10. Security: We teach that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s
power and are thus secured in Christ forever; believers who are truly regenerate cannot
lose their salvation, or become unregenerate (John 5:24; 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Romans 5:910; 8:1, 31-39; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; Ephesians 4:30; Jude 24). We teach that it is the
privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the testimony
of God’s Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an excuse
for sinful living and carnality (Romans 6:15-22; 13:13-14; Galatians 5:13, 16, 17, 2526; Titus 2:11-14).
Section 11. The Church: We teach that the Church is the Body of Christ and began on
the day of Pentecost, fifty days after Jesus’ death (Acts 2:1 ff.), and consists of a living
spiritual body of believers who will be made complete at the coming of Christ for His
own at the rapture. The Church is thus a unique spiritual organism designed by Christ,
made up of all born-again believers in the present age. The church is distinct from Israel,
being a mystery not revealed until this age. (1 Corinthians 10:32; 15:51-52; 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18; Ephesians 2:11-3:6; 5:32). Christ is the Head and Lord of the
Church (Ephesians 4:15; Colossians 1:18).
The Church of Christ exists as both a world-wide fellowship of the family of God as well
as in specific local congregations (1 Corinthians 11:16), consisting of a community of
believers in Jesus Christ who are committed to obedience to Him. Local church
congregations have two formal constituted offices of qualified male elders and deacons (1
Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9). The visible Church is composed of the redeemed and
unredeemed, and subject to error; and some have so degenerated so as to become difficult
to recognize as a Church. Nevertheless, there will always be a true Church on earth to
worship God according to His will (Matthew 13:18-23; 36-43; 47-50; 16:18; Revelation
3:1-3; 14-19).
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Believers in a local church are called by God to gather together to devote themselves to
worship, prayer, the teaching of the Word of God, discipleship, observance of baptism
and communion as ordinances established by Jesus Christ, and to fellowship and to
minister to one another in love and unity through the development and use of talents and
spiritual gifts (Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 4:1113; Galatians 6:10). God has laid upon the members of the local church the primary task
of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world, beginning in their own
communities and reaching to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians
5:16-20).
Section 12. The Ordinances: We teach that there are only two ordinances instituted by
Christ during His ministry, baptism and the Lord’s Supper (or communion). They are to
be regularly celebrated by the Church until Jesus returns and are to be administered by
those who are called and qualified, according to the commission of Christ (Matthew
28:19-20; 1 Corinthians 4:1; 11:23).
Baptism is a symbol to the party baptized of the following: of fellowship with Christ in
His death and resurrection; of being grafted into Him; of the forgiveness of sins; and of
purposing before God, through Jesus Christ, to live and walk in newness of life. It does
not save, but is an outward symbol of an inward cleansing. Those who can comprehend
the gospel—who actually profess repentance towards God, faith in, and obedience to, our
Lord Jesus Christ, are the only proper subjects of this ordinance. The outward element to
be used in this ordinance is water, wherein the party is to be baptized by immersion, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Immersion is necessary to
the due administration of this ordinance (Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12; Galatians
3:27; Mark 1:4; Acts 22:16; Matthew 3:13-16; 28:19-20; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:3839, 41; 8:12, 36-39; 18:8; John 3:23).
The Lord’s Supper is for the remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice and death, the
confirmation of the faith of believers in all the benefits of His death, their spiritual
nourishment and growth in Him, and their further engagement in and to all duties which
they owe to Him; and to be a bond and pledge of their communion with Him, and with
each other. In this ordinance, Christ is not offered up to His Father again, nor is any real
sacrifice made at all for forgiveness of sin of the living or dead; nor is Christ present in,
with and under the elements in any physical way. Rather, the bread and the cup
symbolize the body and blood of Christ, and give a visible symbol to believers that Christ
was truly sacrificed once for all, and is truly present spiritually in the midst of and in the
hearts of His people. All those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and who are
living lives of obedience worthy of Christ, whether members of our local fellowship or
not, may partake of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, 21; 11:23-26; Matthew
18:20; John 14:17, 23; Colossians 1:27; Hebrews 9:24-26; 10:11-14).
Unbelievers cannot experience real communion with Christ, and are therefore unworthy
of the Lord’s Supper, and cannot, without great sin against Him, partake of these
elements while they remain in a state of unbelief and/or disobedience to Christ. Whoever
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shall receive the elements in an unworthy manner, are guilty of the body and blood of the
Lord, eating and drinking judgment on themselves (1 Corinthians 11:27, 29-30).
Section 13. Angels:
Holy Angels: We teach that angels are created beings and are therefore not to be
worshiped. Although they are a higher order of creation than man “for a little while,”
they are created to serve God and to worship Him (Luke 2:9-14; Hebrews 1:6-7, 14; 2:67; Revelation 5:11-14; 19:10; 22:9).
Satan and Demons: We teach that Satan is a created angel and introduced sin into the
created universe. He incurred the judgment of God by rebelling against his Creator
(Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19), by taking numerous angels with him in his fall
(Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:1-14), and by introducing sin into the human race by his
temptation of Eve (Genesis 3:1-15).
We teach that Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and man (Isaiah 14:13-14;
Matthew 4:1-11; Revelation 12:9-10); that he is the prince of this world (John 12:31,
14:30), who has been defeated through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
(Romans 16:20); and that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire (Isaiah 14:1217; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10).
Section 14. Death: We teach that it is appointed for every person to die physically as a
consequence of sin (Hebrews 9:27; Romans 6:23), and upon death incur God’s
appropriate judgment. Physical death involves no loss of our immaterial consciousness
(Revelation 6:9-11), yet there is a separation of soul and body (James 2:26); the soul of
the believer passes immediately into the presence of Christ (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians
5:8); and the souls of the unsaved at death are kept under punishment (Luke 16:19-26).
There is no soul sleep or purgatory.
We teach that the believer’s soul in Christ’s presence remains there in conscious joy
until the Rapture when he, along with those believers physically alive (1
Thessalonians 4:13-17), will receive a resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:12-58;
Philippians 3:20-21). The souls of the unsaved are in torment until the second
resurrection that will be followed by the final Great White Throne Judgment
(Revelation 20:13-15).
Section 15. Future Events and Eternity: We teach the promised Messianic Kingdom of
the Old Testament comes to the world in two aspects. Christ instituted its spiritual aspect
at His first coming (Acts 2:30-36; Hebrews 1:2), yet its physical aspects will be fulfilled
in a future earthly Millennial Kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 12:10) over
all the earth in fulfillment of Old Testament promises of a restored Israel (Jeremiah 23:38; Isaiah 11:11-12; Romans 11). We teach the premillennial return of the Lord Jesus
Christ personally and bodily as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Matthew 24:2931; 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10; Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11-21). This return is presented
in the New Testament as both near (Revelation 22:12) and distant (Matthew 25:19), yet
its exact timing is unknown to men (Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:32; 1 Peter 1:10-11; Acts
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1:7). The New Testament teaching on the certainty of Christ’s return is intended to
promote encouragement (John 14:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 4:18), hope (Titus 2:13), purity (1
John 3:3), and faithful stewardship among believers (Matthew 25:14-30) and repentance
and accountability for unbelievers (Acts 17:30-31). The two elements of His return,
normally designated as Rapture and Second Coming, are not often mentioned with
distinction in the New Testament (1 Thessalonians 2:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 8; 2
Timothy 4:1; Titus 2:13). At the end of the age, there will be a Great Tribulation
(Matthew 24:21; Revelation 7:14), followed by Christ’s reign on the earth for 1000 years
(Revelation 20:1-6).
Following this Millennium, the Great White Throne Judgment will occur
(Revelation 20:13-15; John 5:28-29). The unsaved will then be cast into the Lake of
Fire and experience eternal separation from God which will include physical,
conscious, everlasting, and deserved punishment (Daniel 12:2-3; Matthew 25:31-46;
John 5:19-29; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-11).
After the closing of the Millennium, the temporary release of Satan, and the judgment of
unbelievers (2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:7-15), the saved will enter the eternal
state of glory with God, after which the elements of this earth are to be dissolved (2 Peter
3:10) and replaced with a new earth, wherein only righteousness dwells (Ephesians 5:5;
Revelation 20:15; 21:1-27; 22:1-21). Following this, the heavenly city will come down
out of heaven (Revelation 21:2) and will be the dwelling place of the saints, where they
will enjoy forever fellowship with God and one another (John 17:3; Revelation 21-22).
Our Lord Jesus Christ, having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then deliver up the
kingdom to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28), that in all spheres the triune God
may reign forever and ever (1 Corinthians 15:28).
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