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Coldwater Farm Conservation Easement – It’s for the Birds!
By Jeanne Trupiano

nspired by the flowing waters of the 
Agua Fria River that runs through their 
property, owners Garry and Denise 

Rogers chose to call their home Coldwater 
Farm. Nestled in the heart of Humboldt, the 
lushness of the property allows you to feel 

as if you have entered the Secret Garden. Since acquiring 
the farm in the late 1990s, Garry and Denise have made 
improvements and watched their property flourish and 
support resident and migratory wildlife. A diversity of 
waterfowl can be spotted on the farm’s two ponds. Over 
the years, the Rogers have come to fully appreciate that 
they live in a rare environment. Noticing an abundance 
of bird species, Garry began keeping a bird list that is 
now up to 127 species. When Garry shared this list with 
Felipe Guerrero of the Highlands Center for Natural 
History, Felipe suggested that perhaps Coldwater Farm 
may support some of Arizona’s rare and endangered bird 
species.

In the summer of 2017, representatives of the Prescott 
Chapter of the Audubon Society, Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
began surveys that will be continued in 2018. The initial 
results showed evidence that the southwestern willow 
flycatcher and the yellow-billed cuckoo are using the 
riparian area at Coldwater Farm for breeding. These two 
species are considered Neotropical migrants and are 
Federally-listed as threatened or endangered. 

What brings this abundance of bird life to the Rogers’ 
oasis? First and foremost, the Agua Fria River is 
considered perennial or flowing year-round within 
this reach of the river. This perennial flow is essential 
in maintaining the health of the riparian habitat that 
flourishes along the riverbanks. The existing, lush 
gallery forest contains water-dependent trees and shrubs 

including Fremont cottonwood, Arizona ash, arroyo, and 
red willows of all age and size classes. 

Following the exciting results of the bird surveys in 
2017 confirming that the property was supporting 
two rare species, the Rogers contacted CALT to begin 
considering a conservation easement for Coldwater 
Farm. Conservation easements are defined by state law 
(ARS 33-271) and serve to protect land for specific 
“conservation purposes” that include “protecting a 
relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife or plants or 
similar ecosystem.”

The Coldwater Farm conservation easement will 
permanently protect nearly 20 acres, including both 
the riparian and upland area containing an agricultural 
field that now lies fallow. The property has high 
potential for habitat improvement, thereby increasing 
plant and animal diversity and abundance across the 
property. Additionally, the water resources attached to 
the land will be protected by the easement, thus further 
supporting the conservation values. 

Ultimately, the conservation easement prevents future 
land divisions but allows for the Rogers to remain on the 
farm and continue their ownership and stewardship of 
the land. 

With their donation of a conservation easement on 
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President’s Message

WELCOME to spring in the Central Highlands – always
anticipated, yet often unsettling with its unpredictable
weather, predictable winds, and the chronic indecision it
brings as to when the ‘safe’ planting date actually is. My
money remains on Mother’s Day, climate change
notwithstanding. 

Recently YOUR local land trust Board of Directors retreated
to the delightful Little Thumb Butte B&B, on the rim of
the Verde headwaters, to reflect on our core values (among
other topics of the day).  We decided that the following

about sums it all up:

“We live here, we work here, and we are dedicated to the people and landscapes of
north-central Arizona, as well as the culture of our communities and quality of life we
all enjoy. We share a deep appreciation of those who have worked on the land and those
who continue to do so today.”

The contributors to this issue of the CALT Newsletter For Land’s Sake is reflective
of perspectives on our statement of core values. 

We hear from Rafael Routson De Grenade and Kanin Routson, accomplished young
siblings who have crafted their own lives on the land, informed by science, travel and
harvesting the wisdom of those who have come before them. 

Amy Hale Auker lives and loves the ranching life, with husband, Gail Steiger. An
award winning author and poet in her own right (A Rightful Place, The Story is the
Thing), she is a keen observer of animal, plant, and humankind alike. 

And this issue also brings you information about the national Land Trust Alliance,
from our newest consultant, Åsa Björklund, native of Sweden. Åsa first joined our
board last year, and, as we became more aware of her writing and publishing talents,
we decided she should be paid for the many tasks she was willing to take on in our
office and in the community.  

Like all land trusts across the country, more than 1,000, we are fueled by your
interest and support. If you enjoy this newsletter, have questions or would like to
suggest a topic for future newsletters, please let us know!  

Thanks again for being part of our almost three-decade-long effort to save the places
we all love!

Rebecca Ruffner
President
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A native of the area, and lover of all things outdoors, Becky got
involved with CALT in the mid-1990’s through friends
Harley Shaw and Patty Woodruff. She joined the CALT
board to help Harley bring some governance structure to what
was then a group of biologists who favored four-hour board
meetings focused on “in the weeds scientific discussions”.
She has since been re-elected President several times and is still
trying to bring greater governance structure to the CALT
Board of Directors…stay tuned. 
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Arizona for future generations.
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Greetings Friends and Neighbors in the Central AZ 
Highlands,

Spring is here, blown in by the usual high winds which 
cloud the air with pollen and dust. As I sit here in northwest 
Prescott on this fine morning, it appears that now just gentle 
breezes are inviting buzzing bees to visit my remaining fruit 
tree blossoms. 

This issue of For Lands’ Sake, the occasional newsletter of YOUR local land 
trust, features news about our latest land protection effort at Coldwater Farm 
on the Agua Fria River in Humboldt. Updates on this new venture will appear 
regularly on our website, so please sign up on our website today for email 
updates on all CALT activities. 

In addition, open space advocate JD Greenberg reports on the success of 
forming an advisory committee to the Central Yavapai Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (CYMPO). This committee, on which JD serves as a private 
citizen, will focus on the environmental impact of regional highway construction. 

Also featured in this issue is a lovely piece by our friend Rafael de Grenade 
about growing up out Williamson Valley way, the changing seasons, the 
relentless mud, tomato planting in the kitchen, with the rhythm of mornings 
and evenings marked by milking time. Rafael and her family now farm in Skull 
Valley, where they recently hosted a fruit tree-grafting workshop. Rafael’s 
brothers, Kanin and Cody, are the brains (and the hands) behind the new Stoic 
Cider, so find out about their delicious brews at stoiccider.com. 

We are also delighted to share with our readers a wonderful article by biologist 
and Central Arizona Land Trust past president Harley Shaw. In this article, “So 
How and Why Do You Write a Book?”, Harley shares the process of writing 
his latest book River of Spirits—a natural history of New Mexico’s Las Animas 
Creek. Those of you who know Harley will not be surprised that he ducks credit 
for this beautiful anthology of a wild and wonderful part of the world in New 
Mexico that he and wife Patti Woodruff now call home. Harley’s selection of 
voices, and the depth of love each contributor feels through their own personal 
and professional lens, is both moving and intimate.

Don’t miss this honest and enthralling story which you can read on our website 
centralazlandtrust.org, due to this newsletter’s limited space. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and that you will get involved in helping us protect 
the unique riparian area at Coldwater Farm, home to many of Arizona’s rare bird 
species.
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Williamson Valley Memory
By Rafael de Grenade

he mountains unfurl one after 
another, in shades of gold and 

blue. Nestled in one of the folds 
and creases, the farm, alongside the 
sandy stretch of wash. Tucked in, 
as a child against a mother’s curve. 
Places change as I change, but one 
thing is certain, this unrelenting 
emergence of season beyond season 
evokes cellular memory, and I 
know that my place on earth is 
inescapable.

The brittle sun. The wooly winterfat on the hills as we 
ride out against the cold. Wood stove glows cheeks red. 
Buds break tender on the pondside willows. The heron 
wings in, serpentine neck balancing its slender head. The 
swallows dip and dive up to nests beneath the eave. Even 
the years of my childhood blend together into this mosaic 
of sensation and purpose.

I wake because the cows need milked, still, thirty years 
later. And though I have touched on several continents and 
spent years in scientific research, the fifteenth of March 
is time to plant tomato seeds. We spread an old cloth on 

the grooved alligator juniper table and press light soil into 
trays. One seed and then another tucked into darkness.

On instinct, seeds split the seed coat and grow. After 
blooming, fruiting and dying, they return to the soil in 
which they were born. The southern birds gather in the 
skies for a long flight. Father still wakes long before dawn 
to walk the dark path beneath his changing circles of stars.

The old truck almost stuck in the mud of the long dirt 
road, at times impassable with the floods and storms. 
The road is paved now, almost to the farm. We wouldn’t 
have such an excuse to miss a day or week of school. 
The supple hills broken, house after house and new roads 
snaking black and hot. Does divided land still press 
unbridled passion into the cells of thought? Do the wild 
fiber and pattern that keep the earth spinning matter to the 
hardened heart?

We do not own the thread of our path on the ground, or 
our track of sky. In some way we belong, for a moment. 
A period of time, until at last we pass, naked and alone to 
the sky itself. The earth folds again and buries and burns 
and renews. This valley witness to my winged passing.
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Coldwater Farm, the Rogers are joining private 
landowners across America who work with their local 
land trust to protect land with significant conservation 
values. According to the Land Trust Alliance, as of 
2017 over 56 million acres have been protected with 
conservation easements nationwide. For a state like 
Arizona, with a small percentage of private land, the 
beauty of conservation easements is that the land remains 
in private ownership, stays in the family, can be sold or 
passed on to heirs, retains the existing land uses, and is 
kept on the local tax rolls, while providing protection of 
the conservation values forever. 

Local conservation groups, including the Prescott 
Audubon Society, the Highlands Center for Natural 
History, the Citizen Water Advisory Group (CWAG), 
the Sierra Club-Yavapai Group, and the Arizona Native 
Plant Society-Prescott chapter, have stepped up early 
to voice their support for the long-term protection of 
Coldwater Farm. 

On May 12, CALT will kick off the It’s for the Birds!
fundraising campaign to support the establishment of 

the Coldwater Farm 
conservation easement. 
Your tax-deductible gift 
will be used to meet 
our goal of $65,000 by 
December 31, 2018. 
All It’s for the Birds!
donations will be directed 

to cover the required components associated with 
establishing the conservation easement – including an 
appraisal, natural resource baseline reports, surveys and 
a stewardship contribution. The stewardship contribution 
ensures that CALT has the financial ability to oversee the 
conservation easement in perpetuity. The funds will be 
held in trust with the Arizona Community Foundation. 

All donations for the Coldwater Farm Conservation 
Easement – It’s for the Birds! – can be made online at 
www.centralazlandtrust.org or by calling (928) 445-
7790. Should you like more information about the 
Coldwater Farm Conservation Easement or conservation 
easements in general contact me at (928) 449-8583.

Continued from Page 1, It’s for the Birds!
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Working for Wildlife and Safer Roads
By JD Greenberg

or many years, the prospect of our 
local wildlife vanishing due to habitat 

disruption, or being killed in roadway 
accidents, prompted a search for solutions.

The means to address the issues of wildlife 
habitat fragmentation stemming from Central Arizona 
road expansion became a reality in April, 2017. A 
petition with 865 signatures, reflecting widespread 
community support, was submitted to the Central Yavapai 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (CYMPO) Executive 
Committee. The petition requested the formation of an 
advisory committee to focus on the environmental impact 
of regional highway construction. The petition was 
approved and the Ecosystem Connectivity & Mitigation 
Advisory Committee (EMAC) was formed. On March 19, 
2018, CYMPO Executive Board Chairman, Supervisor 
Craig Brown, attended the first official monthly meeting 
of the committee he helped define.

The mission of EMAC is to study and advocate for 
the preservation of interconnected eco-systems in the 
CYMPO Region that will integrate land use mitigation for 
natural resource and wildlife habitat protection into the 
regional transportation planning and design program.

To accomplish this 
task, EMAC will make 
recommendations to 
the Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) and 
CYMPO Executive 
Board during the early 

planning of future roads and highways 
regarding the impact on wildlife corridor connectivity, 
pursue funding options for ecosystem connectivity 
mitigation, and provide related education for the 
Executive Board, TAC, and the public.

To achieve its mission, EMAC will work cooperatively 
with other organizations and groups. For example, there 
may be instances when the creation of Conservation 

Easements on private land would save important wildlife 
corridors in perpetuity. This would allow construction 
of critical overpasses in areas that otherwise would be 
impacted by encroaching development.  These overpasses 
are just one of a continuum of mitigation measures 
to increase safety at wildlife crossings and promote 
habitat connectivity. The Central Arizona Land Trust 
(CALT) would be a valuable partner in developing these 
Conservation Easements.

Recognizing the value of a strong team approach, 
EMAC is comprised of the following seven voting 
representatives: Prescott National Forest; Yavapai County 
Land Use Planning; ADOT NW District Environmental 
Services; Arizona Game & Fish Department; and three 
private citizens from the CYMPO region. Various 
experts also will be consulted, contingent upon project 
requirements.

The first EMAC undertaking is the planned widening 
of SR 69 between Frontier Village and Prescott Lakes 
Parkway to six lanes.  This portion of roadway is the 
seventh deadliest for wildlife in Arizona, so it is critical 
that some wildlife crossing mitigation be included in the 
road expansion.

EMAC meetings are open to the public. The 2018 
meeting schedule and agendas can be found on the 
cympo.org website.

Events
We recently hit the Flume Trail with Yavapai Big Brothers Big Sisters (YBBBS) to share our love for 
the land once again. �e children explored Granite Creek’s critters and learned about land and water 
conservation from our conservation specialist, Matt Turner. We are planning some hikes open to 
everyone, so stay tuned for updates on our website and on Facebook.

Image by AGFD
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Leaving a Lasting Legacy
Arizona’s diverse landscapes shape 
our cultural identity and enhance our 
lives. Without those wide-open spaces 
to experience and enjoy, Arizona just 
wouldn’t be Arizona.

At CALT, we work to conserve the 
places you love – forever. But we 
can’t do it alone. We depend on 
supporters who choose to make a gift 
to CALT through their will, trust, 
retirement account, or life insurance 

policy. Taking a few minutes to make a plan can have 
extraordinary benefits for you and our lands. 

Saving a piece of Arizona’s unique heritage may be an 
option to explore to create a lasting legacy. If you need 
more information, please contact us:

Phone: (928) 445-7790
Email: calt@centralazlandtrust.org

CALT cannot offer tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your financial advisor before making a gift. Image by Matt Turner
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Donors Make It Happen

We would like to acknowledge the generous support of the following individuals. Thank you very much!

*** Top Hands: $250 and above
** Partners in Protection: $100 - $249
* Land Lovers: $10-$99

Support Comes In Many Ways

Let’s Be Friends – Digitally, Too!

Please consider supporting CALT through Amazon Smile and Fry’s Community Rewards Program. Every time you 
shop, a percentage of the proceeds will benefit land conservation in perpetuity. For instructions on how to sign up, 
please see our website: http://www.centralazlandtrust.org/donate.html

We only have email addresses for a fraction of our contacts. As we would like share updates and events more regularly, 
please consider providing your email address by signing up on our website: www.centralazlandtrust.org, or simply by 
sending us an email to: calt@centralazlandtrust.org. Finally, follow us on Facebook for frequent updates: www.Facebook.
com/centralazlandtrust.

TOP HANDS***
Anonymous x 1 • Jan Anderson
Daniel Boyce • Judy Clapp
Henry and Linda Dahlberg
DeBusk Family Making Smiles Foundation
Sam and Leigh Downing - In Honor of 
  Dick and Carol Yetman
Dr. Ross S. Dunbar • Ty Fitzmorris
Steve Gaber and Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
J.D. Greenberg • Mary Hoadley 
Barbara Indra • Ken and Scarlett Jordan
Kate O’Connor-Masse
Mary Kaye O’Neill - In Memory of Gene Steffen
Paul and Shawn Orme • Rebecca Ruffner
Barbara Stewart - In Memory of J. Peter Stewart
Joseph Trudeau and Amber Fields

PARTNERS IN PROTECTION**
Anonymous x 2 • Gordon Bergthold
John Farmer • Jock and Debra Favour 
William Flemer
Robert Gessner and Cathy Palm-Gessner 
Robert Gray • Ann Harrington
Charles and Christy Hastings
Daniel Kates • James Knaup
Mark and Lynn Leu
Joyce Mackin • Bebe Brown May
Robert Miller and Tina Cobos • Ed Parry 
Faith Roelofs
Ted and Cynthia Schleicher - In Memory of 
  Ann Elder Schleicher
(Martha) Linda Smith - In Memory of Ed & 
  Isabel Thormodsen
Mary Surinak and Mark William Timpany
Herbert and Tamara Voss
Carl D. Warrick
Richard and Carol Yetman

LAND LOVERS*
Anonymous x 11
Walt Anderson and Joanne Oellers
Gary and Molly Beverly
James and Charlene Craig • Judith M. Davis
Richard Downey – In Memory of Bonnie E. Downey
Laura and William Fields
Geraldine “Jerry” Flickinger
Vicki Hamilton and Angela Ledesma
Leslie Hoy • Toni Kaus and Mary Trevor
Gerald Kieckow
Kenneth and Jacquelyn Kimsey
James and Carol Landis – In Memory of 
  Gloria Landis 
Margaret Lincoln • Bradley Newman
Dorothy Newton • Robert and Bonnie Pranter
Frederic L. Ruskin/Yavapai Ranch
Jan Simmons • Suzanne Southard
Marilyn Blue Stringer • Bert Teskey
Jeanne Trupiano
Gerald Walters and Sue Linn Brugger
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This month we are kicking off the fundraising campaign to permanently protect the 
Coldwater Farm in Dewey-Humboldt (see cover story). Recent field surveys have revealed 
that this amazing riparian oasis, along the Agua Fria River, is home to two of Arizona’s 
native bird species, both federally listed as threatened and endangered. Your gift will 
ensure that CALT keeps this land safe from subdivision and development forever! Our 
fundraising goal is $65,000. Please make a tax-deductible donation today to help CALT 
cover the expenses of establishing a perpetual conservation easement. Use this code, It’s 
for the Birds!, on your check to designate that all funds are for Coldwater Farm. Thank 
you! 

The Central Arizona Land Trust is an Arizona nonprofit corporation and is tax exempt 
under Section 501(c)(3) and a qualifying organization under Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of 
the Internal Revenue Code for the acceptance of conservation easements. Donations are 
tax deductible as allowable by law.

Help Us Protect the Birds

Preserving the Land You Love, in the Heart of Arizona, since 1989

Coldwater Farm




