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Saving Maya’s Farm: Saving Maya’s Farm: 
A Coalition of Local Groups Works to Preserve Urban Farmland A Coalition of Local Groups Works to Preserve Urban Farmland 

By Marilyn Noble  Photos: Brian Goddard

The shadows are lengthening as 
photographer Brian Goddard and I 

pull into the driveway at Maya’s Farm. 
As we wait for farmer Maya Dailey, 
the goats and chickens in the pens 
next to the driveway bleat and cluck at 
their visitors. But then, when Maya’s 
car pulls into the driveway, the ruckus 
really starts. 

“Maaayyyyaa,” the goats yell. 
“Mayamayamaya.” 

She gets out of her car and 
laughs. “They know it’s me and it’s 
dinnertime.”

Dailey, a well-known and beloved 
presence in the Phoenix food world, 
has been farming the 3+ acre parcel 
along 32nd Street north of Baseline 
in Phoenix for more than a decade, 
and what was once a piece of denuded 
vacant land has bloomed under her stewardship. 

As we stroll among the fields planted with spring greens, 
other vegetables and flowers for Daley’s CSA customers, 
farmers market shoppers and local chefs, the bees are 
buzzing in the row of rosemary, a bunny skitters through 
a field and a hawk soars overhead. Daley says she’s seen a 
variety of wildlife, including coyotes and squirrels, on the 
property. 

Much of the land around the farm is vacant, so it’s a 
verdant oasis for critters and people, too. As we talk, the 
hum of late-afternoon traffic on 32nd street has become 
almost imperceptible. Dailey says she particularly enjoys 
the end of the day on the farm. “When everybody leaves, 
the angle of the sun is perfect, and it gets this peaceful 
aroma and flavor,” she says. “It’s, like, ‘Wow this is nice.’ 
It’s the calming part of the day.”

Like many small producers, Dailey 
is farming leased ground, and in a 
place like Maricopa County, where 
developers gobble up land to build 
sprawling housing developments, 
strip malls and business parks, the 
loss of farmland is accelerating as the 
population is booming. The county 
lost 24% of its farms in the five years 
between 2012 and 2017. This, even as 
the pandemic has exposed the fragility 
inherent in industrial food supply 
chains, and populations are realizing the 
critical importance of producing food 
locally. In fact, a few years ago, Maya’s 
Farm itself was in danger of becoming a 
luxury home development until the deal 
failed to materialize.

That pressure on farmland makes 
it difficult for farmers to invest in 

infrastructure—Dailey’s farm has no 
electricity except for the small amount produced by 
generators—and all the rich organic soil that’s taken 
years to build can’t be moved if a farm must relocate. 
“Why would I want to invest in something that’s going to 
disappear, that I might have to pick up and leave in two 
weeks?” she asks.

But with funding from a unique program developed 
by the City of Phoenix in collaboration with the Central 
Arizona Land Trust (CALT), a nonprofit that works to 
preserve open space in six Arizona counties including 
Maricopa, Maya’s Farm will survive. The Phoenix City 
Council approved $1 million for the Farm Preservation 
Program, part of the Phoenix Resilient Food System 
Program, to preserve up to three farms in the city. The 
money was allocated from the COVID-19 state and local 
recovery fund, part of the American Rescue Plan Act of 

(cont. on p.3)
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President’s MessagePresident’s Message
Dear CALT Supporter,

Early this spring a few board members and I caravanned 
down Yarnell Hill, and out Highway 93 north of 

Wickenburg to Date Creek Ranch.  There we met three 
generations of the Knight family, who have been on the 
ranch for over fifty years.  

Date Creek is a rare oasis in a high desert environment, part of the Bill 
Williams watershed in southwestern Yavapai County.  Many Arizona folks 
know Date Creek Ranch as the place they’ve visited to pick apples and peaches, 
or purchase free-range chickens or grass fed beef. But we were there to learn 
how we might help the Knight family continue their legacy of stewardship of 
the native landscape and flowing stream they love. 

Kimberley Knight’s father and mother bought the ranch in 1966 and began 
transforming the creek from a wide, sandy wash to a perennial stream, home 
to over 80 species of birds, including several endangered species. Beaver and 
wild turkey have been reintroduced with the help of the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department.

The Knight’s story is similar to many family ranchers in the West today. 
As the climate warms, the economics of ranching become increasingly more 
challenging. Development encroaches offering opportunities to cash out for 
those willing to sacrifice their way of life. 

But the Knight family is not willing to make that sacrifice, at least not 
yet. CALT is actively seeking conservation partners who will invest in the 
acquisition of a conservation easement to permanently protect the 647 acres 
of the deeded ranchland that contains six-miles of Date Creek. The sale of 
their development rights will allow CALT to hold a permanent conservation 
easement that protects the land and the critical riparian wildlife habitat in 
perpetuity. The terms of this perpetual conservation easement are monitored 
annually by CALT stewards and secured by an endowment and defense fund 
held in trust by CALT. 

Through the sale of their development rights on their deeded land, the 
Knight’s can continue their way of life, caring for the animals they raise, the 
abundant wildlife and the land they love. 

Yours in conservation,

Becky Ruffner, President
Central Arizona Land Trust
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Date Creek Ranch is an environmentally healthy and socially responsible ranch that strives for a healthy, happy 
atmosphere for wildlife, livestock and people. While most of the fruit trees are no longer producing, Date Creek 

Ranch has chicken, turkey, lamb, pork and grass fed beef for sale. You can become part of our campaign to 
permanently protect Date Creek Ranch by supporting their all natural, antibiotic and hormone-free meats. 

For more information go to:   
https://www.datecreekranch.com/shop



2021. 
Sharma Torrens, the conservation specialist for CALT, 

says Phoenix recognizes the benefits of urban farming. 
“The goal is to conserve farms within the City of Phoenix, 
so not only conserving our local food supply, but also all 
the other benefits that come with having a farm: the open 
space, the biodiversity, the jobs, the economic contribution, 
the soil and everything else.”

Conservation easements are nothing new. Ranchers all 
over the western U.S. use them to protect grazing lands 
from development, and municipalities usually employ 
them to create urban green spaces and parks. Basically, 
the landowner agrees to sell or donate the development 
rights on a piece of property—usually worth 40% to 80% 
of the appraised value—but still owns the land. The deed 
restricts the uses for the land and is usually administered 
by a land trust. Even if the land changes hands at some 
point in the future, the parcel can’t be developed. But 
using a conservation easement to protect urban farms is an 
unheard-of concept, at least in Arizona.

In the case of Maya’s Farm, the landowner, Bridget 
Bellavigna, has agreed to put a conservation easement 
on the property, which means the parcel will remain 
farmland in perpetuity, no matter who eventually owns 
it. Bellavigna, a realtor and investor, says she bought the 
property, at the time vacant land, in 2004 on a whim. “I 
drove by one day and there was a tiny, white ‘for sale’ 
sign, and I just hit my brakes,” she says. “On the spot I just 
wrote out something on a piece of paper. I thought it was 
an awesome investment opportunity. I didn’t even know 
what I was going to do with it.”

The land stayed empty for a few years until Dailey called 
Bellavigna and asked if she could rent it to move her small 
operation from the nearby Farm at South Mountain. They 
came to terms, and Maya’s Farm became a reality. In the 
intervening years, the two have seen tangible benefits 

from their relationship: for Dailey, a place to run her own 
business according to her own vision; and for Bellavigna, 
the rent and reduced property taxes that come from having 
vacant land rezoned to agriculture. 

As Bellavigna started looking at her retirement options, 
she knew she would have to sell the land eventually. In 

fact, before the idea of a conservation easement came up, 
she was working with a potential buyer. “I was always 
totally open with Maya. Anytime I spoke to somebody 
about selling, I always had Maya’s interests first,” she says. 
“I would tell them ‘It’s being farmed, and it’s beneficial to 
you to continue to let 
Maya farm it.’ I would 
give them all the reasons 
why.” 

She adds, “Maya’s 
taken phenomenal care 
of the land. Everything 
that’s on it is her doing. 
It was just a piece of 
vacant land, so everything you see that’s so beautified, 
organized—the pad, the irrigation, everything—it’s all 
Maya. So she’s really done an amazing job.”

While Dailey appreciated the transparency, it also caused 
her to live with added uncertainty. “I have been in limbo 
for four years,” she says. “So I’ve had one foot in and one 
foot out. The year COVID hit, I had decided by May I was 
done. I was quitting, I wasn’t gonna do this anymore. And 
then COVID jump-started the business again.”

The process of screening applications for the Farm 
Preservation Program began late last year, and once 
Maya’s Farm was selected, it took about five months to 
close on the easement. The intervening months were spent 
in negotiations between Bellavigna and CALT, along with 
a property appraisal, survey and phase one environmental 
assessment. The City of Phoenix contributed 75% of the 
value of the development rights, but then the remainder 
of the funds had to be raised by donations from the 
community. The effort was a partnership with several other 
local nonprofits including Local First Arizona, Pinnacle 
Prevention, the Coalition for Farmland Preservation and 
others, as well as community members.

The most obvious beneficiary of the conservation 
easement is Dailey. She now has the security to keep 
farming and improving the land. She recently received a 
grant to install solar, which will give her more flexibility 
and enable her to make the farm an educational center. 
“I sort of have a big vision about how we can teach 
stewardship of the land and environmental awareness, so 
that’ll come down the line,” she says.

For Bellavigna, she was able to get most of the cash 
out of the property and still own it, although in the grand 
scheme, she would like for Dailey to buy it, something 
that’s more realistic now that the cost of the land is 
lessened because the development rights are gone. That 
will probably involve another community fundraising 
effort. She also made sure that the deed included language 
to allow for a small building envelope in case Dailey ever 
wants to build a home or education center on the site. But 
the property will always be farmed, no matter who owns it.

Saving Maya’s FarmSaving Maya’s Farm (cont.)  (cont.) 
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The program also gave Bellavigna an opportunity to 
contribute to the well-being of her neighbors. “It makes 
me feel good that I’m doing something that’s beneficial 
for the community and the environment,” she says. “It all 
matters.”

But the real winners are the City of Phoenix and the 
community. A source of local food has been guaranteed, a 
small business has the security to expand and succeed, and 
an island of peace and quiet for both people and wildlife 
will endure for generations to come. 

“We’re building all those glass buildings downtown, 
but we need to save some open space so the desert can 
breathe,” says Dailey.

Dailey is grateful. “I’m very blessed and also honored 
by the kind of support and care that’s come from lots of 
players,” she says. “We had the right players with the right 
temperaments and the right amount of knowledge to make 
this work. It’s amazing, really.”

Saving Maya’s FarmSaving Maya’s Farm (cont.)  (cont.) 

Beginning each fall in the Eastern U.S. and Canada, 
hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate up 

to 3,000 miles to remote mountains in Central Mexico. In a 
semi-hibernating state, these millions will pass time clinging 
to boughs and tree trunks of the Oyamel Fir between 8,000 to 10,000 feet. Approximately 21 million monarch butterflies 
per acre can occupy roosting sites within the region’s nine known colonies. What appears initially as a relatively 
straightforward migration becomes infinitely complicated.

The amazing fact to recognize is while only a single generation makes the entire southward journey to Mexico, several 
subsequent generations make the return trip north to repopulate the U.S. and Canada in spring and summer. Thus, 
because generations live between the ‘migratory generation’ that goes to Mexico, neither teaching nor learning takes 
place to show butterflies how and where to go. The great-grandchildren of the last butterflies migrate the year before 
repeating this migration the following year. The incredible ability to initiate migration and orient thousands of miles 
back to their ancestral home is one of the great animal migration mysteries.

Overall, Mexico’s monarch population has been on a downward trend since the first colonies were discovered in 
1975, from approximately a billion butterflies counted in 1996 to 105 million in 
2020. Early on, the biggest threat was habitat destruction associated with large-
scale logging and agriculture, which was diminished by establishing the Monarch 
Butterfly Biosphere Reserve in 1980. Today, the Preserve covers nearly 139,019 
acres. Ongoing threats to butterfly populations are continued deforestation 
associated with illegal logging, subsistence agriculture, and unorganized tourism. 

The World Wildlife Fund, the Mexican government, local communities, and other 
partners are working to promote sound forest management and sustainable tourism. 
The World Wildlife Fund financially supports local tree nurseries, growing both 
Oyamel fir and Montezuma pine that will be planted in the Reserve. 

There are numerous online sources to learn more about monarch butterfly biology 
and conservation. The Xerces Society monarch butterfly conservation page (https://
xerces.org/monarchs) and the World Wildlife Fund monarch page (https://www.
worldwildlife.org/species/monarch-butterfly) are two worthwhile sites. To see the 
colonies up close, traveling with ecotourism companies, such as Natural Habitat 
Adventures (https://www.nathab.com/central-america/monarch-butterfly-tour) is 
also an option. 

MonarchsMonarchs
By Matt Turner, Field Specialist 

Story originally published in the Edible Phoenix 
summer 2022 edition; ediblephoenix.com



Special dedications: 
Michael Hanna in memory of Alex Farrand
Robert Gillespie in memory of Alex Farrand
Joanne and Dennis Keith in memory of Alex Farrand
Joan Klein in memory of Daniel Klein 
Jim & Carol Landis in memory of Pedro Angel Aisa
Joan & Carl Tomoff in memory of Kathy Wingert
Thomas Mayhew in honor of the Hossmers 
Bronwyn Butterfield in honor of Kelsey Wilkes birthday 
Rebecca Ruffner in memory of Elisabeth Ruffner 
Marilyn & Al Petrich in memory of Jonne Markham 

We are grateful to our generous supporters for their generous contributions 
throughout the year. Listed below are donors whose contributions were 
received between November 2021 through June 2022, which allow us to 
continue our work every day. *

MAJOR DONORS: $1000 AND MAJOR DONORS: $1000 AND 
ABOVEABOVE
Randy McGraine
Walton Family Fund
JW Kieckhefer Foundation
Margaret T. Morris Foundation
Susan Walton
Lynn Walton
John & Peggy Walton
William Walton
Sharma Torrens
Leslie & Gary Hammond
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber & Steve Gaber

STEWARDS: $500 AND ABOVESTEWARDS: $500 AND ABOVE
Daniel Vose
Julie Stromberg
Barbara Indira
Ben Andre
Abbie Roses

TOP HANDS: $250-$499TOP HANDS: $250-$499
Dennis and Martha Sargent
Amanda Zakharov
Dave Staller

Ann Nelson Harrington
Jan Anderson
Paul & Shawn Orme
Barbara Stewart
Jim & Deb Hills
Asa Bjorklund
Carol & Richard Yetman
Ann Tewksbury & Susan Byrne

PARTNERS IN PROTECTION: PARTNERS IN PROTECTION: 
$100-$249$100-$249
Debra Favour
Bob Beauchamp 
Lynn & Mark Leu
Richard & Susan Peterson
Jim Knapp
Daniel Kates
Robin Romero
Amy Bird
Carolyn Camp
Myra Kingsley
Marcia Finberg
Tristan Lauks
Kimber Lanning
Joann Polayes

Robert Gray
Ann Hendrickson
Ted & Cynthia Schleicher
Lisa Takota
Anita Colbum
Helene Tack
Susan Farrand
Susan Arnold
Arthur Markham
Aris DeMarco
Dava Hoffman
Paul Glaves
Kathy Malm
Anna Mary Glaab
George Fornara
Richard & Susan Peterson
Daniel Kates
Charles Dann
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Beauchamp

LAND LOVERS: $10-$99LAND LOVERS: $10-$99
Kenneth & Jacquelyn Kimsey
Mike Bacon
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Bryanna Reed

Susan Conklu
Robert & Kristen Rothrock 
Michelle Korf
Theresa Levine
Judith Campbell
Richard Downey
Thomas Mayhew
Pamela Hamilton
Dave Irvine & Claire Oberst
Laura & William Fields 
Bill & Kathy Thrift 
Susie Wright
Adam Fruchey
Blue Stringer
Katelyn Locklear
Rebecca McDonald
Lisa Hegarty
Monica Boyd
Margaret & Louis Pehl
Timothy Ness
Marcia Nation
Bonnie Pranter
Meridith Robbins
Eric Bornemann

Donors Make It HappenDonors Make It Happen
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* If we acknowledged your gift incorrectly, please let us know at      
   info@centralazlandtrust.org. Thanks! Your Premiere 

Arizona Tax & 
Accounting Firm
We offer a full suite of  business services to 
keep your business on track and profitable 

in addition to individual tax return 
preparation and representation

Wickenburg
579 W Wickenburg Way, Ste 1 

Wickenburg, AZ 85390

(928) 684-0132 

Prescott
810 Valley Street

Prescott, AZ 86305

(928) 460-5908

Let’s Keep in Touch
While we publish our newsletter twice a year, we’d 

like to keep you update-to-date by email about our 
efforts to preserve the lands we all love. So please 
share your email address with us by sending us an 
email at calt@centralazlandtrust.org or by signing up 
on our website www.centralazlandtrust.org.   
follow us on Facebook:       
www.Facebook.com/centralazlandtrust 

We thank Premiere Tax & Accounting sponsoring this 
issue of For Land’s Sake.  Brenda Hershkowitz, owner of 
Premiere Tax & Accounting, joined our board of directors 
and currently serves as treasurer.



Preserving the Land You Love, in the Heart of Arizona, since 1989 
www.centralazlandtrust.org • calt@centralazlandtrust.org • 928.445.7790

Federal Tax Deduction Continues in 2022:
The CARES ACT extends the charitable 
donation deduction through 2022. Up to $400 
of a single taxpayer’s charitable contributions 
and $800 of married taxpayers filing jointly 
qualify as ‘above the line deduction. See your 
tax preparer for further details.   
CALT depends on your generosity to continue 
our work so please use this federal charitable 
deduction before the end of 2022 to support 
YOUR local land trust!

PO Box 1050 
Prescott, AZ 86302

The newest member of the CALT board, Dick Hanna, is the 
great-grandson of one of Prescott’s earliest business pioneers, 

Samuel (Sam’l) Hill. Started on Whiskey Row in 1878, the Sam 
Hill Hardware Company rapidly became the largest supplier of 

hardware, mining, ranching and household 
goods in the region. Sam Hill Hardware was 
the first store in Prescott to bring Winchester 
arms and ammunition, Colt revolvers, Aermotor 
windmills, Bain and Schutler farm wagons, and 
later, Ford automobiles to Prescott. Indeed, it 
is hard to imagine a mine or ranch in Prescott’s 
early history that did not, at least in part, 
depend on equipment and supplies from the 
Sam Hill Hardware Company.

According to Dick, “My family legacy is 
one of the things that sparks my interest today in playing a part in the 
preservation and conservation of the open space, natural ecosystems, and 
resources that are such an important part of Central Arizona’s heritage.”

Growing up in Denver, Colorado, Dick came to Prescott in 
1973 to study Ecology and Natural History at Prescott College. 
After graduating in 1977, he performed field studies on several 
different kinds of hawks and eagles throughout Arizona and New 
Mexico; worked as an Interpretive Naturalist, writer, and painter in 
Wickenburg, Arizona; and worked as an instructor for the Southwest 
Outward Bound school based in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Later, he 
spent many years as an Art Director and Designer in Denver running 
a successful business, Studio One Design, with clients including the 
Denver Museum of Natural History and many others. Dick returned 

to Prescott two years ago, where he is happily engaged in, among 
other things, restoring the riparian woodland and meadow on the acre 
of Aspen Creek on which he lives.

Dick related an experience from his time in Wickenburg that 
influenced his interest in land preservation and conservation. 

“For two years I corresponded repeatedly with the Director of the 
Arizona Nature Conservancy regarding a stretch of the Hassaympa 
River below town where the water flows perennially above ground 
and the dense Cottonwood-Willow gallery forest teems with birds, 
reptiles and other riparian-obligate fauna with no results. More than a 
decade later I got a phone call from an old friend and fellow Outward 
Bound instructor, Dan Campell, whom I had told about this stretch 
of the Hassayampa River while sharing a campfire deep in the Gila 
Wlderness of southwest New Mexico. Dan told me he had a new 
job. Taking over as the Director of the Arizona Nature Conservancy 
he had just completed the Conservancy’s newest acquisition – the 
Hassayampa River Preserve.”

Dick continued, “The lesson for me was that even when our efforts 
seem fruitless and frustrating, in the long run they can bear fruit in 
surprising ways. Recently I was driving through Skull Valley and 
thinking of the history of the valley when an old windmill standing 
a little way off the road caught my eye. The windmill’s vane was 
dented and battered, but clearly stencilled on the vane were the 
words ‘Sam Hill Hardware.’ I thought of how the impact of my 
great-grandfather’s efforts are still apparent today and that maybe, 
with luck, any contribution I can make as a a Board Member of the 
Central Arizona Land Trust might have also have a positive effect on 
the Arizona landscape long after I am gone.”

CALT Welcomes New Board MemberCALT Welcomes New Board Member


