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PLEASE, NOT JOE Biden. To be sure, many
of the candidates for the Democratic
nomination for President are people I’d
wish to stay comfortably distanced from
the Oval Office. I cringe at the thought
of the likes of Beto and Mayor Pete run-
ning in a general campaign. It’s already
tough enough watching Beto jump on
bar tops and brag about having been in a
band.  Mayor Pete showing off his com-
mand of the Norwegian language, or ref-
erencing Joyce, save me. But, a Biden
victory in the Democratic Primary
would be a different sort of low, some-
thing so inescapably bleak. Their vapid
emptiness is at least, albeit incoherently,
pointed toward something like a future.
Biden’s version is a depressing swirl of
unreserved nostalgia and the sort of
American exceptionalism that has been
built by centrist Democrats to try to for-
give all the heinousness done while they
are running the show. 

Indeed, it seems as though Biden,
who polls suggest is something
approaching the front–runner of this
absurdly crowded race, has taken a look

around his country these past few years
and decided that every single problem
can be explained by the presence of
Donald Trump in the White House.
Choosing to look at Trump’s victory and
presidency as an aberration in American
history, Biden’s main promise appears to
be that America just needs to go back to
‘normal’. But, Trump is no aberration,
but rather a tragically accurate reflection
and culmination of American political
and social life. Biden has taken years to
reflect on what has happened since he
was President Obama’s Vice President,
and the best he seems to be able to come
up with is to Make America Less Visibly
Repugnant Again. A truly cynical
approach, one in keeping with the cen-
trist identity that has long fashioned the
backbone of the Democratic establish-
ment machine, but one that seems even
more craven now. As people react to
Trump and the exacerbation of capitalist
stratification sent into hyperdrive by the
current government, they have plainly
stated that more of what used to be the
same is no longer an option. They want

public healthcare, Biden says he doesn’t
have time to let them know what his
healthcare plan is. They want genuine
accountability and consequence for sex-
ual harassment and Biden can’t even
bring himself to truly be sorry. They
want retribution for the evils carried out
by the American Right. Biden wants the
world to know he is perfectly chill with
the likes of Dick Cheney. He is clearly
out of step with the times, and that’s why
he has to run away from them. Please,
not Joe Biden.

A Trump–Biden election would be
the nadir we thought Clinton–Trump
was to be. It would be another affirma-
tion of the sad reality that in American
politics, there simply is no bottom. Four
years after the campaign that brought us
President Donald, America would
choose between two aged white men,
with aged white men politics. America
would have no option but nostalgia.
Either the evil and regressive myths per-
petrated by Trump, or the soft and
deceitful ones offered by Biden. America
would have to pick between a hopeless-

ly corrupted billionaire and a man who
wants us all to know that hopelessly cor-
rupted billionaires really aren’t all that
bad. America would choose between
hoping that giving rich people more
money would, maybe this time, trickle
down into the hands of those in need, or
being told that any real and necessary
redistribution of resources was simply
unrealistic. President Trump, a genuine-
ly stupid man who wants you to know
he’s in fact the smartest man in the his-
tory of the world versus Candidate
Biden, the self–professed adult in the
room, who hasn’t at all bothered to grow
up. 

The next American presidential
election ought to be truly consequential.
But, in order for it to be so, for it to have
a chance to reflect some of the good
changes that have come about in
response to Trump, a clear alternative
must be offered. Instead, Biden appears
bent on selling the American people a
more appealing bill of goods. Rather
than coming to grips with what Trump’s
election victory told us, what his presi-

dency has revealed, and the damage that
has been done, Joe wants to assure peo-
ple that it’s all the fault of one man
alone. That a vote for Joe is a vote to
brush all this rather uncomfortable stuff
under the rug and get back to the busi-
ness of refusing to accept the scale of the
problems that face both America and
the world. Either, this is some extraordi-
narily cynical political calculus that he
and his team believe will get him the
office he craves, or he actually believes
this is the current state of affairs. Either
way, he’s shown himself unworthy of the
job. And, while many pollsters and party
loyalists will tell you he’s most likely to
win the nomination, my guess is he’ll do
far worse than people think. There’s a
real chance that the ground beneath the
likes of Biden has shifted, and his sup-
port will never reach the depth and
breadth required to win either a primary
or general election. Biden may wish to
hurl America back to some imagined
time of civility, but that doesn’t change
the fact that many people are desperate
to look for a markedly different future.V
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Stories are summarized from
CATCH News, a service of

Citizens at City Hall available from CATCH@Cogeco.ca. More information can be found at www.hamiltoncatch.org
CATCH: CITIZENS AT CITY HALL

[ P E R S P E C T I V E ]

THE UNITED KINGDOM has become the first country to declare
a climate emergency. More Ontario cities have made similar
moves and Toronto is going after the oil companies who prof-
it most from the rising levels of greenhouse gases in the global
atmosphere.

Burlington council unanimously endorsed a climate emer-
gency declaration on April 23, the same day that London city
council voted 12–3 to do the same thing. The following day
they were joined by the municipal government of Canada’s
capital city of Ottawa.

There are now hundreds of city declarations including
dozens in Britain, but the decision approved by the UK
Parliament on May 2 appears particularly significant and a
direct response to mass civil disobedience in London and else-
where led by Extinction Rebellion (XR).

“The decision marks a renewed sense of urgency in tack-
ling climate change, following a visit to Parliament by teenage
activist Greta Thunberg , the broadcast of David
Attenborough’s documentary Climate Change: The Facts and
11 days of protest by environmental group Extinction
Rebellion that paralyzed parts of London,” observed The
Conversation.

The legislative move by Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was
supported by ruling Conservatives and other parties in the UK
Parliament. Both Scotland and Wales had previously declared
climate emergencies, but this one specifically included “and
the environment” in recognition that the climatic crisis is
inextricably linked to dramatic declines and disappearances of
species.

“We are talking about nothing less than the irreversible
destruction of the environment within our lifetimes,” declared
Corbyn. “It’s too late for tokenistic policies or gimmicks. We
have to do more than just ban plastic straws. Individual action
is not enough. We need a collective response which empowers
people instead of just shaming them if they don’t buy expen-

sive recycled toilet paper or drive the newest Toyota Prius.”
Extinction Rebellion cautioned its supporters that “the

UK government is still a long way short of ‘telling the truth’”
about the severity of the climate crisis. The group has absorbed
hundreds of arrests in London as they occupied bridges, streets
and subways to demand immediate action.

The UK has done far more to reduce carbon emissions
than Canada. As of last year, cuts of 43% had been achieved
in Britain. In contrast, over the same period Canadian emis-
sions have actually increased by nearly 20% with most of the
growth coming from the oil and gas sector in Alberta and
Saskatchewan.  

Hamilton council declared a climate emergency in late
March and ordered establishment of a multi–department task
force to report by June on how to rapidly cut greenhouse gas
emissions to achieve a carbon–neutral city by 2050.
Burlington’s resolution also asks for a June staff report and
directs them to “apply a climate lens to the plans and actions
of the City of Burlington including the council strategic work
plan and future budgets.”

On April 26 Toronto joined a growing movement that
seeks to hold fossil fuel companies financially accountable for
the consequences of climate change. Staff have been directed
to report by the end of the year “on the long term cost impli-
cations of climate change to City of Toronto’s infrastructure
and programs, and any legal avenues to pursue compensation
for these costs from major greenhouse gas emitters.”

Councillor Mike Layton pointed to the damage extreme
weather has caused: “According to the Insurance Bureau of
Canada, the Greater Toronto Area has had six ‘100 Year
Storms’ since 2005. These storms are a direct result of climate
change and the resulting flooding has come with escalating
costs to both taxpayers and insurers.” New York City and San
Francisco are already pursuing legal action against large oil
companies.  V

[ C A T C H ] by DON MCLEAN

MORE CLIMATE
EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS 

by MICHAEL TERRY

BIDEN, TRUMP, AND THE POLITICS OF NOSTALGIA

View regrets the omission of the photo credit in this photograph of the band The
Beach Bats that appeared on page four in the issue of April 25th. The photogra-
pher is Oliver O’Brien.

[ C O R R E C T I O N ]

 



It’s hard to quantify Visiting Mr Green, the Jeff Baron play cur-
rently being co-produced by Snapping Turtle Productions and
the Pearl Company. Not to say it’s a bad production – quite the
opposite, it’s an extremely worthy entry in the Pearl’s swansong
season – or even necessarily a bad play. There is a lot to love
about it, but there are some glaring elements that don’t quite
work.

The titular Mr Green is an elderly Jewish man, recently wid-
owed. One day, Mr Green receives an unexpected visitor, one
Ross Gardiner. Ross, a young corporate executive, almost ran Mr
Green over with his car, and, found guilty of reckless driving, has
been ordered by a judge to visit Mr Green once a week for six
months as community service.

As tends to happen in these sorts of stories, neither party is at
first enthusiastic about the arrangement. It takes three full scenes
of combative banter, mostly revolving around Mr Green’s stub-
born aversion to being “bothered by strangers” and the somewhat
tired joke of his cyclical conversation skills (BECAUSE HE’S
OLD – GET IT???), before the two finally establish some com-
mon ground, bonding over their shared Jewish heritage, Mr
Green’s late wife, and other topics.

This, of course, leads to a revelation about Ross that causes a
schism between the two, which, in turn, dredges up secrets about
Mr Green’s past – and because these revelations happen at the
show’s midpoint, I can’t really reveal them here. Suffice it to say,
the subject of these revelations DOES work to the play’s advan-
tage, raising the stakes and allows Ross more to do (more on that
shortly); however, it also works to its detriment, as Green’s rigid
views on the subject (even though Baron clearly aims to criticize
them) and his frankly dated reaction (you can tell this was writ-
ten in the mid ‘90s) make it harder to sympathize with him as a
character from then on, to the point that the play’s ultimate res-
olution feels somewhat unmerited.

Credit to Baron and director Sandi Katz, the buildup to these
reveals is kept very subtle amidst the “getting-acquainted”
shenanigans and jokes about kosher flatware; and while the
dynamic of the two characters is familiar and mostly predictable,
it’s elevated by the superb chemistry and comic timing of both its

central players.
Howard Jerome is a revelation as Mr Green, convincingly

doddering and yet sardonically witty, always in the moment with
an emotional range that runs the complete gamut. The script
makes it difficult to fully sympathize with him after a certain
point – and like many a great Game of Thrones villain, the
actor’s expert portrayal plays a big part in WHY that sympathy
vanishes – but Jerome still wrings it out of you anyway.

Daniel Schneiderman’s Ross is tricky to judge, at first. He pri-
marily serves as a straight man to the antics and attitudes of
Jerome’s Green for the first third of the play, and in that respect,
Schneiderman succeeds; however the result is a fairly bland char-
acter, which makes not compelling performances. Then the mid-
point reveals happen, and suddenly Ross becomes carte blanche
upon which Schneiderman may paint a textured, nuanced por-
trayal of a man struggling with how he presents to those around
him; suddenly, Schneiderman has a greater emotional range and
a believably heartbreaking delivery; his extended monologue at
the start of the second act is an absolute highlight of the night.

Also a highlight: the overall appearance of the set. With con-
tributions from Barb Brown, Linda Daleo, and producer Enid
Aaron, the setting is very rich in detail, from the piles of old
newspapers and phonebooks, to the small menorah on the man-
tle, to the freaking candy dish sitting on the table. One foot set
in the Pearl, and you immediately know who lives there.

So on the one hand, it’s a very strong production, with a great
set design and excellent performances. Yet on the other hand,
the play itself, while not irrelevant by any means – if anything, its
subject matter has an unnervingly contemporary resonance – is
very much a product of when it was written, and feels limited by
its genre. Nevertheless, a fun night out is had, so whatever flaws
the script offers, it’s still worth paying Mr Green a visit. V

VISITING MR GREEN
Written by: Jeff Baron

Directed by: Sandi Katz
Playing at: The Pearl Company 

16 Steven Street, Hamilton
Showdates: May 9-11 @ 8pm; 

May 11 @ 2pm
Tickets: $20

Box Office: 905-524-0606 or online at thepearlcompany.ca
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[ T H E A T R E ]

Monty Pythonites rejoice! Burlington’s
Drury Lane Theatrical Productions has
something for you. Boy, do they ever!
Many of us who were teenagers in the mid
‘70’s will forever have a special place
reserved in our hearts for “Monty Python’s
Flying Circus”, and the numerous film
projects spawned by the television series.
Among these, perhaps the most cherished
is “Monty Python and the Holy Grail”
(1975) featuring the unforgettably silly
antics of Cleese, Idle, Palin and company,
sending up the legendary Arthurian quest
for the holy grail with general silliness and
buffoonery galore. But be assured that you
needn’t be an ardent Python fan to enjoy
the musical adaptation of this film.
“Monty Python's Spamalot” is a veritable
smorgasbord offering seemingly endless
servings of hilarity and razzmatazz.

“Spamalot” premiered on Broadway
in 2005 under the auspices of no less a per-
sonage than original Pythonite Eric Idle,
who penned the book (much of it adapted
directly from the 1975 film) and lyrics.
Music is by John Du Prez.  In tribute to the
film, where six actors played the majority
of the parts, several actors play multiple
roles in the musical version as well.
However, the content of Spamalot differs
significantly from its source material by
grafting on an additional quest: that of
bringing the king and his kooky knights to

a faraway realm known as Broadway.
This takes the spoofing to a whole

other level where power ballads from
such legendary hits as “West Side Story”,
“Fiddler on the Roof”, “Company” and
much of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s oeuvre
are lampooned/paid homage to, with as
much gusto as the original movie satirized
Arthurian legend.

Director Michael MacLennan has
assembled a talented cast and crew who
deliver the material with prodigious speed,
audaciousness and chutzpah. From the
opening narration and Fisch Schlapping
Song through all the highlights, including
the Bring Out Your Dead, French
Taunting and Knights Who Say Ni scenes,
the pacing never lags and the energy ema-
nating from the stage is epic. The material
calls for performers who can not only
deliver the madcap material with aplomb,
but who can also sing and dance with flair.
The band under the masterful direction of
Anne Barnshaw provides stellar support.

As King Arthur, Joe Balaz brings a
mellow voiced likeability and hits the
right comedic notes. Among the knights,
standouts include Dave Osborn as Sir
Galahad whose noble performance seems
to grow in magnitude and stature as the
play progresses and Evan Delvecchio-
Williams as Sir Robin who endows the
character with a cheeky merriment that
shines.

Carolyn Campbell as the Lady of the
Lake pretty much steals the show with her

powerful alto and her effortless ability to
switch from warbling operetta style singing
to smoky cabaret chanteuse stylings to
belting out a rock anthem or gospel num-
ber. And her comic chops have been fine-
ly honed. She’s backed up by the mar-
velous “Laker Girls” who are on point (if
not “en pointe”) with every form of terpsi-
chorean art from tap, to ballet to broadway
and even Vegas showgirl styles of move-
ment. As if that weren’t enough, they are
vocally intrepid as well. If I had to pick a
standout from among them it would have
to be the wonderful Alexandra Chappell
who radiates so much joy, she practically
glows.

Other standouts in this eminently gift-
ed cast must include Mitchell Munro’s
dreamily hilarious Prince Herbert and
Adam Holroyd’s outrageous French
Taunter, whose performance brings the
house down.

Kudos to all involved in this power-
house production in which not a false note
is hit. Particularly to Director MacLennan
who has fearlessly embraced the value of
knowing how to laugh at ourselves with-
out fear of being politically incorrect. This
marvelous production will surely appeal to
most everyone’s inner 12-year-old.  V

SPAMALOT
Drury Lane Theatrical Productions

2269 New St, Burlington, ON
Friday May 3 – Sunday Jun 2, 2019

Tickets: Call: (905)637-3979
www.drurylane.ca/tickets

by DANIEL GARIÉPY

SPAMALOT

[ T H E A T R E ] by GREGORY CRUIKSHANK

VISITING MR GREEN
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[ T H E A T R E ]

SCIENCE–FICTION OR speculative fic-
tion, is a literary genre, with an image
problem.  While mainstream writers,
like Margaret Atwood, can write
dystopian fiction like The Handmaid’s
Tale, most of them resist their writing,
being categorized as “sci–fi”.   In pop-
ular culture, this much maligned
genre. immediately conjures up
images of “Space operas” like Star
Wars, Buck Rogers, or Flash Gordon,
but as a literary tradition, it goes back
to writers, such as, Jules Verne or H.G.
Wells, who defined its conventions.
By the 1920s, it had became
entrenched in “pulp fiction” maga-
zines such as Amazing Science Fiction,
who paid pennies a word to a genera-
tion of “golden age” science fiction
authors such as Robert Heinlein, Issac
Asimov, Ray Bradbury, Arthur C.
Clarke, and Frederick Pohl.

Judith Merril, was an early and
female part, of what at the time was
exclusively a male dominated profes-
sion. She started reading, writing and
collecting science fiction in the late
1940s. She was a rare female voice, in
a group of writers, that were almost
exclusively male.  Married to Fred
Pohl, she made her name editing a
highly regarded annual anthology, the
Best of SyFy from 1958 through 1970.
Her collection of materials eventually
became the “Spaced Out Library”, in
Toronto.  She was a science fiction
writer and editor, feminist, cultural
theorist, and anti–war activist.

Sadly, most of the people reading
this article, will never have heard of
Merril, but trust me, when I say, that
she was an important figure, who
abandoned living in the United
States, to settle in Toronto in 1968.
She became a fixture at Rochdale
College, the University of Toronto
residence, that spawned Coach House
Press, and Theatre Passe Muraille,
that was the centre of “counter–cul-
ture” in the era. Frank Zappa, and his
“Mothers of Invention”, made a point
of swinging by, whenever they were in
town. It was that kind of place, where
one could easily score some weed, at
the time, when the rest of Toronto
was fairly conservative.

As a young teenager, around 1979,
I had the chance to meet and interact
with Merril, as she had a regular gig,
providing “educational commentary”
on TV Ontario’s airing of the Tom
Baker episodes of the BBC television
program “Dr. Who”.  She would com-
ment on the wider themes, and social
issues giving background and context,
to what other wise was an entertain-
ment program. I attended a few of the
tapings, of the 108 segments that she
recorded, almost all of which have
since been wiped from the TVO
archive.

Which brings us to, Artword
Theatre, who is producing Whoever
You Are, a play written and directed
by Ronald Weihs, based on a 1952 sci-

ence fiction short story by Judith
Merril, at their cosy theatre venue at
the Artbar. I had the opportunity to
sit in, on a short part of a technical
rehearsal, to get a sense of what the
production was about, and then to
have a long conversation with the
playwright.   

Ron tells me that, “When we first
did the play, back in 1997, it was a dif-
ferent era, it was a more positive time,
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and
the end of the Cold War.  Before 9/11,
It was hard for us all to imagine the
paranoia of 1952, back at the start of
the Cold War, which was when Judith
wrote her story. Now in 2019, we
completely get the fear of the other —
the “Alien”, as so many populist
politicians, have used these irrational
phobias as a platform in order to get
elected.  This fear, is not real, it is a
construct.”

Projected on the wall is a logo for
the “Solar Defence” organization,
while suspended in mid–air, is local
actor Pamela Gardner, in front of a
large video projection of the interior
of a space–craft, in the role of Private
Fromm, piloting a small space craft on
the rim of our solar system.  Using a
specially designed harness, she effort-
lessly creates the illusion of weight-
lessness, turning head over heels at
various points.

Local musician, and recipient of
the 2013 Hamilton Arts Award for
performance Dave Gould, is tweaking
the knobs of a small mixing board,
while playing an assortment of hand-
made musical instruments. He creates
live computer like sound effects, with-
out actually using a computer.  In
addition, he also plays the pilot, of a
different scout–ship, “Sergeant
Bolster”, projected as a giant talking
head, on the video screen.

While Gardner, and Gould, are
the only performers in the theatre, the
production features another three
actors, who appear in pre–recorded
segments, that Gardner, interacts
with. Local favourite, Paula Grove,
plays a public relations expert, while
Jay Shand and Jordan Campbell, play
the military men at Phobos base, on
one of the moons of Mars, who must
decide how to “respond to the Alien
incursion”, into our solar system.

Merril’s story concerns a “first
contact scenario”, with an extraterres-
trial species.  They have returned
piloting a lost earth space ship, that
returns heading towards Earth, but is
snared in a “web” — a force field bar-
rier, that the Terran forces are using to
keep the “others” from entering our
system.  She wrote the original short
story in 1952, at the height of the
paranoia around communism and the
McCarthy era “witch–hunts”, that
attacked ordinary people for their left-
ist politics, as somehow
“un–American”.

Gardner hanging suspended in

mid air, reminded me of a production
of MacBeth, at the Fringe a few years
back, that featured the three witches
hanging on silks while incanting
“Black Magic” spells. She is forced by
the harness to remain fixed to one
point, moving vertically, but the illu-
sion of movement is provided by the
video being projected behind her
which gives the sense that she is also
being propelled horizontally, through
the spacecraft.

Weihs, stops the action momen-
tarily, to work through a specific sec-
tion of video and Gardner’s move-
ment, to create a specific image that
he wants.  He wants it all to happen at
a synchronized tempo to Gould’s
soundscape. Gardner at this point is
hanging upside down, suspended from
just one ankle, which looks rather
painful.  

“We did the first version of the
play, in the original small Artword
theatre space on Portland Avenue in
Toronto.  The production opened in
November 1997, about two months
after Merril died.  She was at least able
to read the stage version and give it
her blessing. Her main comment, was
not to lose the sense of fear and para-
noia, that drives the story forward.
She was also clear, that the play was
mine, to explore the themes and
social issues contained in her original
story.”

Back in the mid 1990s, Weihs was
working with Merrill on writing her
memoirs. He recorded a pile of oral
histories, getting her to recall the spe-
cific details of her life. This work
eventually led to the publication of
the book Better to Have Loved, written
by Merril’s grand-daughter Emily Pohl
Weary.  She was an American citizen,
who fled to Ontario, in 1968, after the
violence at the Chicago Democratic
Convention, that year.  Many fellow
US writers, chose voluntary exile in
Canada, in this era, some of them,
simply trying to avoid being drafted to
fight the Viet Cong in Southeast Asia.
Jane Jacobs is another writer that set-
tled in Toronto, in the same era, find-
ing a welcoming community of like
minded people.

“The alien species, notes that
human beings tend to subjugate and
make pets of any species that they
encounter in space.  As a result, they
live in constant fear that another
species, may do the same thing to
them.  A “web”, or force barrier is cre-
ated to protect mankind, but that bar-
rier also serves to contain humanity,
to keep them from the stars, as well.  It
is an interesting metaphor for right
wing “populist” parties who divide
humans into “us and them”.   A crisis
ensues, when a small scout ship
returns to our solar system, with no
human life aboard. The “aliens” are
flying the ship, which is ensnared by
the barrier.  Gardner, plays the com-
mander of the small earth ship, sent to
meet these creatures.”

There are several differences
between the original 1952 short story,
written for a pulp sci–fi magazine, and

Weih’s stage version.  “One of the
characters, General Harrison, was
much, much older, but we have cast a
much younger actor in that role.  Also
Private Fromm, was male, as the pop-
ular image of a pilot at that time was a
clean–cut young man.  In our version,
the astronaut is female.”

Ron Weihs, wrote some witty and
sparkling dialogue between the two
scout–ship pilots, in place of the para-
graphs of exposition, in the original
short story.

“One point that I want to make, is
that the play is fun, in performance. It
is not too earnest, and it gave us the
chance to play with stage conven-
tions. To use all the toys and trickery,

that modern stage technology pro-
vides us.”

It is certainly a rare thing, for a
local theatre to offer, a story like this,
to our community, and for that reason
alone, I think it is worthy of support
from local audiences.  I will see it
myself, early in the run.  V

WHOEVER YOU ARE
Adapted from a short story by Judith

Merril
Written and directed by Ron Weihs

At the Artword Artbar,
May 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24  at

8:00pm
May 18, 25, 26 at 3:30pm

May 12 at 4:00pm 
15 Colbourne Street, Hamilton

Tickets: 905-543-8512

by BRIAN MORTON

WHOEVER YOU ARE
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BONNIE HAMILTON
HELPS DR. DISC RAISE

THE ROOF
THIS WEEKEND MARKS another James
Street Art Crawl but with the warmer
weather, Mark Furukawa and Dr Disc
open up their roof to celebrate 28 years
at 20 Wilson Street and to showcase
some independent local musicians. This
Friday you can check out Devin Bateson
(7pm), The Dill (8pm) and Rae Billing
and Crybaby (9pm) as well as Bonnie
Hamilton and the Midnight Daydream
(10om) (performances weather permit-
ting and the schedule is subject to
change).

Bonnie Hamilton grew up in Toronto
studying classical and gospel music but it
was when she moved out on her own
and came to Hamilton in 2003 that her
musical wings really began to spread.

While she continued singing gospel in
churches and playing in high school
musical theatre, Hamilton would join
our live stage with acts like Son Sol, the
Hippy Mafia and Canadian Winter but
while it’s been some sixteen years of spo-
radic collaborations, recently Hamilton
decided it was time for her to enter the
spotlight. This summer, Hamilton plans
to release  her debut collection of songs,
When Stars Collide but this weekend, we
get a rare live showcase of some original
tunes on the more novel Dr. Disc stage.

“I’ve been working with several differ-
ent people trying to find my own voice
and my own style — finding myself real-
ly,” says Hamilton on the long road to
her debut release. “I took some time for
self–development and a little self–love
really to figure stuff out and in the last
year, I came to realize what I wanted in
my life. I overcame some obstacles and
removed some blockages I created myself
I think and I realized if I don’t do it now,
I’ll never achieve my goals or dreams.
I’ve been plugging away at it one song at
a time but I plan to release my album just
in time for my birthday at the end of July. 
“I’ve written a lot of music but never felt
comfortable releasing it but these songs
in the last year I really opened up with
my songwriting and began to accept
myself using a lot of what I’ve been
through for inspiration,” adds Hamilton.
“I want to share that inspiration with the
world so that it might be an inspiration
for other people.”

Putting her past behind her, Hamilton
ventured forth with a new team to find
new songs for her new self. Connecting
with producer Rob Lamothe, Hamilton
formed a band with local musicians and
for this live show will include guitarist
Sean Royle, bassist Ryan Ethier and
drummer Junior Clarke. The songs
Hamilton teases for the new album
reveals the powerful voice we’d expect
from this local veteran with a sound that
is nestled nicely between Shirley Bassey
and Amy Winehouse  with a dramatic
jazzy soul flair. For longtime fans, this
weekend offers a free taste to inspire and
to explore more of Bonnie Hamilton.

“I love singing, writing and perform-
ing — I love  performing with such sup-
portive and talented people,” says
Hamilton. “I hope to inspire Hamilton

as much as it’s inspired me to go for it.
I’ve played shows but I guess I don’t play
them often and i’m being more selective. 

“It’s exciting to be playing on Dr.
Disc’s roof during art crawl,” she adds.
“We won’t have a lot of time to set up so
there’s an electronica part that might be
included but you can definitely expect a
rock show with a soulful influence and
maybe a little bit of a reggae tinge. It’s all
about me sharing my soul with my com-
munity and hopefully inspiring them
with my stories and songs.”

Dr. Disc Raises the Roof this Friday,
May 10 with Bonnie Hamilton
(10pm), Rae Billing and Crybaby
(9pm), The Dill (8pm) and Devin
Bateson (7pm). 
Click on @bonniehamiltonmusic or
drdisc.ca

DARBY MILLS
Darby Mills was crowned the ‘Queen of
Scream’ over three decades ago and
while the Headpins would make her
nationally famous, that band is only a
part of what this singer and songwriter
wanted to accomplish. After the loss of
her mother and the near loss of her hus-
band/manger, Mills had an epiphany and
she had to quit the band she was fired
from originally to forge a path of her
own. This weekend, Darby Mills makes
her Hamilton debut focusing on her new
approach to music.

Taking clear influence from Van
Halen, the Headpins had a different take
on the David Lee Roth and Eddie Van
Halen combination with a decidedly
‘sexy biker chick’ offering a strong coun-
terpoint to lead this hard rocking party
rock music. Like their first hit, “Don’t It
Make Ya Feel” suggested this was good
time party music and the band achieved
multiple hits over three albums. I saw the
Headpins in their heyday performing at
Maple Leaf Gardens when they opened
for Kiss in 1982 and the band delivered
sexy, hard rocking music to thrill teen
boys and tapped that market with gusto.

But Mills and founder/guitarist Brian
“Too Loud” McLeod clashed and the
singer was fired from the band in 1985,
went solo and then helped resurrect the
band and rejoined. After reliving the
band’s glory days for nearly three
decades, Mills decided to walk away and
go solo.

“The success of the Headpins was
incredible and life changing for sure —
we made it on tour to six or seven differ-
ent countries while we were at our peak
and meeting idols I’d never think I’d be
in the same room with never mind the
same stage — there are a lot of great
memories for sure,” says Mills. “But radio
took a turn and classic rock or hard rock
in the early ’80s was no longer what radio
was playing. By the second album, we
were being told to lighten up. The record
companies had so much control over
everyone’s lives and pocketbooks, they
were pushing what the band was about.
We tried to make the record company
happy to not lose the deal but we wrote
the heaviest song we could. We fought
back as much as we could but it didn’t
help our livelihood. Our debut album

was the number one record of the day
but our second album sold less and our
third even less. There have been compi-
lations that keep appearing unbe-
knownst to us using the same songs over
and over.

“Most of the band got back together
though and they asked me back so we’d
been doing the Headpins for two decades
more,” adds Mills. “But the thing is we
began butting heads again and it became
easier for them to find someone else to
sing for the band. They’re doing fine
without me with their third or fourth
replacement of me, I guess. The reason
why I left this last time was almost the
same as the first time I left. We got to the
point where I had no input. I had lost my
mom and my husband almost died in our
driveway — I just started thinking about
how much time I had left and why am I
settling for someone else’s dream? It was
not fulfilling my to do list so I had to
leave because there are things I still want
to do. Three years ago, I decided to do
what I had to do.”
At the age of 56, Darby Mills made the
difficult decision to start over.

“I wanted to do more than the same
13 song set I’d been doing for the last
twenty–six years,” says Mills noting the
last original Headpins recording was
from 1985. “They’ve continued on quite
successfully without me and I can’t fight
them for that, but they can’t fight me for
deciding to do something different with
my final years. If I have another ten years
as the singer as I am today, I’m on the
countdown to sixty and I don’t know
how much longer my poor old throat is
going to be able to handle what I put on
it.

“There are things I still wanted to do,”
adds Mills. “I had to make changes in my
life before I have regrets that I didn’t
make changes. My husband agreed and
decided to get in the business again. We
started throwing around ideas and we
pulled out my first solo album, Never
Look Back, from 1990 and the songs and
the lyrics were as relevant today. So
many sacrifices were made to get that
album done so we thought, ‘why not
remaster it, add some bottom end, added
an a cappella tune, we called it “Flying
Solo” and it sold incredibly well.”

Mills has an international audience,
which she connects with personalized
promotion via social media but going on
tour (which arrives in Hamilton
Thursday) remains a novelty. While
Darby Mills is a veteran, she’s happy to
be playing music like a kid again, fearless
in forging a new path and doing things
her own way.

“I’ve been a singer for money since
1978 and a singer with the Headpins for
26 years. If you ask am I too old to rock
and roll, I’ll say talk to Mick [Jagger]
about it,” laughs Mills. “I’m 59 years old
now and there’s no more time to think
about it, there’s just time to do it and
that’s what we’re doing. I’m not fooling
myself on the realities of this business. I
don’t think I’m going to get rich but if I
can continue to pay my bills and buy
food with my music, I’m okay with that.
It’s been a fight every step of the way but
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with a positive mindset you have to have
these days, there were struggles when we
were doing well and I didn’t end up
where i wanted to be. If there’s some-
thing in your life you want, you’ll have to
go through struggles but at least at the
end of it, you’ll be where you want to be
and not where someone else thought you
should be.

“Touring is hard but I’m here to play,”
adds Mills. “There is no way we’re going
to be able to come out and blow away a
band like the Killer Dwarfs. They’re still
killer after all of these years but we’re not
competing. We’re there to show you
what we can do. These days we’re play-
ing classic rock, with a little bit of blues
and a little funky and a little sexy. I’m
happy to be playing soft seater theatres
now because old people like us can go in
and relax. We do some songs that we
cover that we call recovers but we’re
doing this thing and having fun. I’m
wearing skirts and fishnets on stage more
these days — something I never would
have done with the Headpins. I started
realizing I had to act my age although I
can’t seem to do that a lot. I’m not a kid
anymore but I do work pretty hard to
keep my body in shape. I say, flaunt it if
you got it because who knows if five or
ten years I might enjoy pizza more than
singing. I’m giving the best show I can
give and that’s what the band is there to
do. No politics, no crap, we’re just there
so you can have a good time and take
your mind off this crazy world right now,
that’s what our job is. It’s been forty years
since the release of “Don’t It Make Ya
Feel” and who would have thought?
How many bands could say that and still
try to head bang every night?”

The Darby Mills Project plays
Thursday May 9 at FirstOntario
Studio Theatre with the Killer
Dwarfs.

JOEL CUMBY'S 
“EMPTY HIGHWAY”

Joel Cumby’s musical introduction on
the local music stage is rather novel even
though the singer and songwriter has
lived in Hamilton for nearly a decade.
Growing up forming punk bands in
Newmarket, Cumby’s life would change
when he’d find love and form a country
band with his wife, Anne. But with mar-
ried life came more responsibilities and a
move to Hamilton made sense. Now
with his daughter not needing as much
tending, Joel Cumby is stepping into the
spotlight to showcase his solo debut col-
lection of songs entitled Empty Highway.

“I was born in Toronto but grew up
north of Toronto in the Newmarket
Aurora area,” clarifies Cumby. “I had a
punk band that played the kind of stuff
you’d hear in skateboard videos in the
’90s. I went to high school with at least
two of the guys from Serial Joe. My first
band in Newmarket around 1997 was
Ruccus — we were all about the age of
15 and our drummer quit. We needed a
replacement fast and our guitar player
suggested his little brother had just start-
ed but he could play. We called him Tiny

Tim because he still had a high voice, he
was still in Grade Seven. That was Tim
Oxford and he’s currently the drummer
for Arkells and six foot something but I
still think of him as Tiny Tim.

“I don’t know why but I only put out a
record about every ten years. I did that
old Ruccus album in 1999,” adds
Cumby. “My wife and I, we co–wrote for
and she fronted a band called Their
Shallow Valley and we released a record
of classic country type music in 2008.
We’d just seen the Joaquin Phoenix
movie Walk The Line about Johnny Cash
and I was floored watching all those guys
— Cash, Carl Perkins, Elvis — all trav-
eling the country side on tour in those
big American cars. I never thought
country looked so cool. Anne and I had-
n’t written together in a band before but
we wanted to try something new but it
was hard as hell to find country musi-
cians in Toronto at that time.”

The 20 year journey for Cumby was
an exploration of genre and geography
that would lend him finding a new
music and city to be passionate about.
“Anne and I met looking at punk rock
CDs in an HMV in Newmarket in
1997,” recalls Cumby. “We moved to
Toronto right after we married in 2005. I
tried the tool and die thing but the hous-
ing market crashed basically the year I
graduated. I learned there was not going
to be a lot of work in that industry so I
bounced around whatever trade there
might be available. I wanted to find my
path and it didn’t seem clear but it was
after I moved to Hamilton a couple of
years later and I tried my hand at cutting
hair that things fell into place and I’ve
been doing that for the last five years or
so.

“We knew only one couple from
Hamilton that we met in Toronto and
they kept telling us to visit because it was
such a cool place,” continues Cumby.
“No one else in Toronto was saying that
at the time but they brought us here and
drove us around town. We were looking
for our next step for our life and family.
We moved a stones throw from
Dofasco, where some people would not
call the prettiest part of town but we just
liked the urban feel. I love the grittiness.
Even though I grew up in the cookie cut-
ter suburbs I’ve always liked the gritty
rock and roll vibe and this city has it.
Hamilton seemed like the cool place to
be.

“We’ll have been in Hamilton ten
years this Christmas,” adds Cumby. “My
daughter, “Calla Joy, is turning ten this
summer. I came here with a six month
old in 2009 and I wanted to get plugged
in but I had no night life. My wife was
bartending and I was welding during the
day so I’d just pass my wife the keys and
she’d go to the bar and serve drinks. We
had no night life so it took me a few years
to get out there. It was a very slow
immersion in the Hamilton music scene
and I feel I’m just starting to do that. I
missed going to shows but even more
playing them. I’d go to a show every
three or four months and I’d miss it. I
thought I want to be on stage and it feels
wrong that I’m not.”

Cumby developed his songwriting and

honed his guitar skills out of the spotlight
and finally came to the realization that
his music had to be heard. He’d enlist
producer Glen Watkinson at SheepDog
Studios and fashion the music to record
his debut solo EP. Now, with a live band
including Eric Fusilier (bass), Brian
Dexter (drums), Alex Drumm (rhythm
guitar, vocals), Anne Cumby (backing
vocals), and Reg McLean (guitar).
Cumby will finally get back on stage —
but that’s not the end game necessarily.

“A lot of the musicians I find to play
with at church on Sunday,” says Cumby.
“The same thing happened here in
Hamilton. We got a lot of those folks
together and we’re lucky enough to like
the same music or at least they want to
play it or maybe just get out of the house.
Half of the reason to do it is just to get
out and jam. The rehearsals are as much
fun as performing. My father–in–law says
it’s all about the journey and I feel that’s
the way it is for music with me.

“What I’ve done with my recent EP
seems like a natural progression,” adds
Cumby. “It was heavily influenced by all
of my favourite ’80s heartland rockers
like Tom Petty, John Cougar
Mellencamp — I was listening to a ton
of Bruce Springsteen. I was really trying
to grab that middle America rock and
roll feel. I always call it driving music
although everyone could drive to differ-
ent music. In my mind, I loved that
theme and there’s always been that in
there. I’m very happy with the music
and I’m very proiud of how these songs
came out. It would be sad if I didn’t do
this for another ten years. I hope to do
a lot more stuff and I’ll make sure it’s in
less than a decade.” 

Joel Cumby plays Thursday May 9 at
This Ain't Hollywood with Math Club.
Doors open at 8pm and $10 gets you
in. Click on @joelcumby

THE VAPIDS RETURN
Veteran music fans will be well famil-

iar with the Vapids as their musical
career spans past two decades with this
year actually marking 25 years since
Jimmy and Scotty Vapid would begin
making music in Burlington as the
Vapids. With a litany of former members
and real life concerns of wives and fami-
lies and more, the band didn’t stay at the
forefront in the members’ individual
lives with singer and guitarist Jimmy
Vapid moving out of the
Hamilton/Burlington area to the more
rural climbs some two hours away from
Hamilton, north of Oshawa. While the
Vapids proper didn’t come together as
regularly, Vapid’s musical muse never
wavered and he built a home studio to
record other bands and his own solo
material.

The Vapids last played their old
stomping ground three years ago on the
heels of their last original release,
Suburban Reptiles and with only one
more gig haven’t played together since.
This weekend, the latest incarnation of
the Vapids returns after three years to
Hamilton on a international band
stacked punk show Jimmy Vapid helped
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AAUUGGUUSSTT 88
August 8th’s dishes are a culinary delight Featuring
the best of Cantonese–style dim sum and tradition-
al Japanese cuisine. The fusion of flavours from 2
very distinctive cusines will entice your senses and
tantalize your palate. 2017 Gold Winner Best Dim
Sum and Silver Winner Best Sushi. Now with FIVE
area locations: Downtown Hamilton, Upper James,
Paramount Drive, Burlington and Oakville. All you
can eat, takeout, and delivery. However you get it,
our food is freshly made to order just for you.
I Wilson St, Hamilton. 905.524.3838
1066 Upper James St., Hamilton. 905.383.9293
835 Paramount Drive, Stoney Creek. 905.561.7667
834 Brant St., Burlington. 905.633.8288
www.august8.ca

SSAAPPPPOORROO
Hamilton's Best AYCE Japanese Restaurant now
has even better options for take–out and delivery.
Fantastic NEW TAKEOUT ITEMS are now available
including Spicy Egglpant Tofu, Black Bean Mussels
and Sweet and Sour Shrimp. 10% OFF any takeout
order over $20 and Free delivery for orders over
$30 (downtown area only). Get it for work, home or
both!
96 Main East (at Catharine), Hamilton, 
905.527.1668  
www.sapporohamilton.com

YYUUKKIIGGUUNNII IIZZAAKKAAYYAA
Come discover Hamilton’s newest Japanese
restaurant: Yukiguni Izakaya, meaning “snow
country Japanese bar”. Enjoy our all-you-can-
eat menu for lunch or dinner, but you can also
try our A La Carte menu including sashimi
imported from Japan, bubble tea and the largest
selection of Sake in Hamilton! Open 7 days a
week.
1686 Main Street West,  Hamilton. 905.527.5272. 
www.yukiguni-hamilton.com

TTHHEE BBEEDDRROOCCKK BBIISSTTRROO
Voted Best Brunch, Best Breakfast and Best Kid
Friendly Restaurant by VIEW readers.Combining
the best farm fresh locally sourced ingredients,
we serve great food at reasonable prices. French
Toast, Pancakes and Eggs Beni served all day
everyday. Enjoy Burgers, Steaks, Soups, Salads,
Deep Fried Ice Cream, Home Made Perogies
and  much more! Now offering delivery through
Skip The Dishes.
260 Queenston Rd. (at Parkdale)  905.547.8588
www.bedrockbistro.ca

VVIIBBEEZZ CCAARRIIBBBBEEAANN
Get an authentic taste of the Caribbean. Try our
“Yardie” meals, served with rice and a side, includ-
ing Jerk Chicken, Oxtail and Goat, our delicious
Rotis, made fresh in house, fantastic Doubles
(chickpea or goat), or try Southern favourites
including Chicken and Waffles. And if you like it
spicy, pick up a bottle of our own “Vibez Freakin Hot
Pepper Sauce”. And try our great freshly made
baked goods including red–velvet cake. Lunch spe-
cial just $6.99 including pop. Open noon–9 daily.
971 King St. East, Hamilton. 
905.581.2062

PPIINNKKSS BBUURRGGEERRSS
VVIEW Readers Choice for Best Gourmet Burger
Gold Award! We strive for absolute guest satis-
faction and use only the best ingredients in our
food.  Homemade goodness, always fresh, never
frozen. Choose from  burgers, poutine, cheese
fries, gyros, shakes and more. Fresh. Fast. Tasty.
We are across from Mac and we serve draught
beer. Like us on facebook, follow us on twitter.
#comegetsome, #eatmorepinks
1335 Main St. W.  Hamilton. 
905.317.4657

NNEELLLLIIEE JJAAMMEESS
Gold award Best Catering two years in row! Chef
Ken Lefebour offers a chef driven gourmet food
experience to go. Catering from 10 person sit
down dinners, extensive hors d'douevres parties
to larger backyard weddings, everything is local-
ly sourced from 10 different local farmers.
Choose from our extensive catering menus.
Weekly specials.
144 King St. West, Dundas. 
905.627.3252  
(Gourmet Food to Go) nelliejames.com

HHAALLIIBBUUTT HHOOUUSSEE
You'll love the way our food tastes. We strive to
serve you quality food, with amazing service, and
affordability. Try our signature premium cut
Alaskan Halibut, lightly battered and served with

our home cut French fries from our local potato
farms. Daily specials including Haddock and
Chips just $8 (Sun and Mon), Cod and Chips $8
(Wed) and Bacon and Eggs for just $3.95 (8am-
2pm Daily). Open 7 days a week.
50 Dundurn St. South (in the Fortinos plaza), 
905.525.4777. 
www.halibuthouse.ca

BBOOMMBBAAYY TTOOUUCCHH
East Hamilton’s Best Indian Restaurant. Come
visit us at our new location across from Eastgate
Square. Bombay Touch utilizes only the best
quality ingredients to create a harmony of subtle
flavours so you can experience the true taste of
Indian Cuisine. Our Chef has won several culi-
nary awards and will cook you the most deli-
cious Indian food. Open 7 days a week.
Lunchtime Thali trays from the buffet. Great
Indian Sweets counter for any occassion.
800 Queenston Road, Hamilton
905.930.9858
www.bombaytouch.ca

GGAATTEE OOFF IINNDDIIAA
Indian Food at it’s very best! Lunch Specials
starting at just $6.95. (chicken, lamb, beef or
vegetarian). Made to order from the freshest
ingredients. Multiple winner of Best Indian Food
(View, Spectator, Burlington Post). Pickup and
Student discounts (10%). Serving Greater
Hamilton for over 28 years. Open for Lunch
11:30–2pm Mon–Sat, and Dinner 5–10pm
Mon.–Sun.
201 James St. N., Hamilton. 
905.528.5548   
www.gateofindia.ca

SSHHEEHHNNAAII
We have been serving Greater Hamilton authentic
Indian food for 27 years! Come experience great
Indian dishes such as butter chicken, lamb dansak
or Kashmir rice. For lunch, you won't be disap-
pointed with our $11.95 all you can eat buffet! Hot,
delicious and with rotating dishes, the buffet is
available for lunch 7 days a week! Visit Shehnai
once and we are sure you will come back again and
again. Free Parking and Takeout and Delivery avail-
able.
447 Main Street West, 
(just East of Dundurn) Hamilton.
905.577.0002    
www.shehnairestaurant.com

CCAAPPRRII RRIISSTTOORRAANNTTEE IITTAALLIIAANNOO 
A family tradition of old school charm since 1963,
serving sumptuous Italian cuisine, from home-
made pastas to our mouth watering signature piz-
zas. Celebrating our 51 st Anninversary, named
best pasta by VIEW readers, 3 years in a row.
Experience our newly renovated "Blue Grotto

Room" featuring live music, the first Saturday of
every month. Call for details.
25 John Street North,Hamilton. 
905.529.0044
www.capriristorante.ca

LLAA CCAANNTTIINNAA 
A Hamilton award winning favourite for over 30
years, we are family owned and much more than a
popular celebratory destination. Introducing “Wine
Down” Thursdays featuring 1/2 price bottles from
our extensive LCBO wine list. Head chef and owner,
Maurizio, uses only the freshest, locally sourced
ingredients making us truly Earth to Table. Vegan
and vegetarian options. Join us for Retro Pizza
Tuesdays with 80's prices! View our entire menu;
lacantinahamiton.ca
60 Walnut St. @ Jackson,
Hamilton. 
905.521.8989

CCAAFFEE LLIIMMOONNCCEELLLLOO 
Cáfe Limoncello is a great destination for authentic
Italian cuisine, delicious desserts and great wines.
Located in the Decor District of Ottawa Street
North, we invite you to share a taste of Italian cul-
ture with our fabulous breakfast, lunch and dinner
entrees, spectacular decor and friendly atmos-
phere. and if you’re planning a special event, Cáfe
Limocello’s BELLA ROOM offers the perfect
atmosphere.
226 Ottawa St. North, 
Hamilton. 
905.549.3556
www.cafelimoncello.com

VVAALLEENNTTIINNOO’’SS PPLLAACCEE RESTAURANT & PASTRY
SHOP
We’ve been tasting Great... since 1978! 40 years of
serving the BEST Italian food in Hamilton. Try one
of our famous panzerottis, great pasta dishes, or
our award–winning gelato and desserts. Daily
lunch and dinner specials! Take–out and Catering
available or have a taste of Valentino’s at home,
with Spadafora’s homemade tomato sauce and
Italian dressing. Two great locations!
824 King St West, Hamilton. 
905.385.3284 
835 Paramount Drive, Stoney Creek 
905.523.4240 
www.valentinosrestaurant.ca

CCUULLAANNTTRROO
Hamilton’s Only Peruvian restaurant Come taste
the flavours of Peru. We focus on preparing
Peruvian food in–house from treasured family
recipes: specialities include lomo saltado , shrimp
ceviche, rotisserie chicken, Quinoa and Chicha
Morada (Purple Corn Juice). Our dishes feature aji
sauces on the side — made from–scratch from
imported Peruvian chillies and herbs. Dine in or
take–out. Open Tuesday–Saturday for lunch
(11:30am–3:00pm) and dinner (5pm–10pm).
537 Main Street East, Hamilton, 
905.777.0060. 
www.culantro.ca

AALLVVEESS MMEEAATTSS
We are a family owned and operated business spe-
cializing in authentic Portuguese cuisine. Voted
2017 GOLD winner BEST TAKEOUT and BEST
CHICKEN (silver) and BEST LUNCH UNDER $10
(silver). Hot foods offered Tuesday–Sunday, full
chickens on weekends and always our famous
Portuguese Chorizo. Nestled in the core of down-
town Hamilton we offer a variety of Portuguese
imported products.. Open 7 days a week!
157 MacNab St N 
(at Mulberry), 
905.528.0165 
www.alvesmeatshamilton.ca

TTHHEE IINNNNSSVVIILLLLEE
A tradition of great food since 1929.  Year after year
voted best Prime Rib by Hamilton Spectator read-
ers. Lake Erie Perch, oysters on the half shell,
prime rib, steak, fresh fish and more. Bi–monthly
Murder Mystery Dinners. Las Vegas style shows.
Live music every weekend. Catering is available.
1143 Hwy # 8, 
Stoney Creek, 
905.643.1244      
innsville.ca

HHAAMMMMEERRHHEEAADD’’SS
“Best fish & chips in Ontario” says Ivy Knight of Vice
Media. Gluten free, sustainable, take away fish and
chips. Daily specials, prepared foods with a choice
of chowders, soups, fresh fish and more!
Customers return for our signature Spicy
Szechuan Calamari. Open Tues. - Thurs.: noon -
7pm. Fri. & Sat.: noon - 8pm. Follow us Instagram.
80 Ottawa St. N., Hamilton. 
905.923.9293 

PPHHOO DDUUII BBOO
New name but same great restaurant. GOLD
Winner of Best Vietnamese Food for 12 years
straight! Great Pho, fantastic rice dishes, spring
rolls and cold rolls and our award winning Pad
Thai. Plus you’ll love our drinks including great
bubble tea and fresh fruit shakes. Vegetarian
friendly. No MSG option available on most items.
Free parking at all three locations and takeout
available. Open 10am daily.
830 Upper James (at Mohawk),  
905.388.6565
15 Cannon Street East,  
905.525.0100 
800 Queenston Road,  
905.662.7500
www.phoduibo.com

VIETNAMESE

TAKE-OUT

STEAKHOUSE

PORTUGUESE

PERUVIAN

ITALIAN

INDIAN

FISH & CHIPS

CATERING

CASUAL

CARIBBEAN

BREAKFAST
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THE FOUR FRIENDS at the centre of The Aldershot
Player’s latest offering prove that Always a Bridesmaid
doesn’t have to mean never a bride. Split into four
scenes that feel like different episodes of the same sit-
com, Always a Bridesmaid is a vivacious comedy that
follows a group of middle–aged southern belles and
their obstacle–strewn walks down the aisle. Libby
Ruth (Lisa Cook), Charlie (Kimberly Jonasson),
Monette (Nikki Blain) and Deedra (Valerie Rossen
King) made a pact in high school to be each other’s
bridesmaids, and several decades later, they’ve stuck
to their word, despite the increasingly absurd
predicaments surrounding each of their weddings,
from duelling grooms to run–away–brides. The play
is narrated by Kari, competently played by Courtney
Phelps, who is giving a drunken speech at her own
wedding and recounting the nuptial–based antics of
her mother, Libby Ruth, and her friends. This is truly
an ensemble piece, with each woman playing off the
others in a way that creates the warmth and easy
familiarity of old friends. 

As individuals, the cast is strong as well. Cook is
an endearing delight as the ditzy but nurturing Libby
Ruth, Jonasson a comedic powerhouse as the won-
derfully hapless Charlie, and Rossel King plays
Deedra, the opinionated Northern transplant, with
ease. Kyla McCall as Sedalia, the take–no–prisoners
event coordinator, is sharp as an axe, from her deliv-
ery to her perfectly honed Southern drawl. The only
holdout in this ensemble is Nikki Blain as Monette.
The playful sexpot the character seems poised to be
simply doesn’t land due to an inconsistent perform-
ance that bounced from flat to over–the–top with lit-
tle in between, complete with an even more incon-

sistent accent. This would not stand out nearly so
much were the rest of the cast not so strong, but as it
stands, it distracts from an otherwise cohesive ensem-
ble.

The script of this Jones Hope Wooten play is
clever and overflowing with quips. With one mem-
ber of the playwrighting trio a former writer for
Golden Girls, the play has strong echoes of the classic
sitcom, complete with touching moments, raunchy
jokes, and a lighthearted look into life as a middle
aged woman. At its heart, this is a play about friend-
ship, love, and supporting those you care about most,
and that comes through in spades. Director Sondra
Learn deftly fills the stage with her cast, offering lots
of fluid blocking to match the energy of the piece.
Costumes are mostly cohesive and combine well
with a set of so much lavender and florals it would
make any ’80s grandmother jealous, creating a
charmingly off–beat feel. However, some odd over-
sight of certain details — a price tag left on a costume
piece, Sedalia’s dark makeup and costumes inconsis-
tent with her character — take away from the other-
wise coherent feel of the play. These overlooked
details stand in especially stark contrast to the extra
elements the company put in place to draw you into
the world of Always a Bridesmaid. From the moment
you enter the theatre, you are a guest at Kari’s wed-
ding. There’s a guest book to sign, a picture of the fic-
titious bride with her real-life boyfriend as the
stand–in groom, and the crew are all dolled up for the
event. This feeling carries right into the play itself,
when Phelps’s Kari walks down the makeshift aisle
and begins her speech to the audience, her wedding
guests. These clever touches, combined with the
overall strength of the cast and the witty script, make
for a truly fun night at the theatre. Any wedding, real
or fictional, is bound to have a few small snafus, but
at the end of the day they’re a celebration of love,
and at its heart, so is this quirky comedy. V

organize like the halcyon days of the mid-nineties.
“I just released my fourth solo album, Night

Moves in June of last year so I’m pretty busy with
that but not the Vapids,” says Jimmy Vapid. “We
recorded our last album Suburban Reptiles we played
a show in Hamilton and then our van blew up in
London for our last show and we decided that we
weren’t going to do it anymore.

“It has been 25 years but we’re going to celebrate
by not celebrating,” deadpans Vapid. “I started
doing solo work when I moved out of Hamilton and
now I live just north of Oshawa about two hours
away from Hamilton. I still keep busy with music
with my home studio, it keeps my musical boat
afloat when I’m not playing live and I don’t play
live much at all anymore. I’m recording a bunch of
different bands and sometimes my solo stuff.”

Vapid has international label support to release
his music on vinyl to a dedicated audience via the
internet but locals can check out independent
retailers like Crash Landing for copies of Vapid’s
vinyl releases both solo and band. Some may
lament the days where you’d see a weirdly named
band coming from God knows where in the world
to play Hamilton with the Vapids opening up the
show... but for those that lament those days, the
Vapids return with one of those shows like it was
twenty years ago. After a three year hiatus, Jimmy
Vapid has gathered up the troops to play an unex-
pected Hamilton show with some internationally
touring punk bands.

“I met Dee Crack and Lone Wolf when I went to
Europe,” explains Vapid. “They’re coming to
Canada to play a music festival, Pouzza Fest in
Montreal so I decided to help them out and booked
some shows in London, Toronto and Hamilton for
a mini tour. Dee Crack is not too far away from
what the Vapids do and they tour constantly. They

just went to South America and just got back from
Japan. Lone Wolf is a great band from the
Netherlands with a female singer and they’re tour-
ing with Dee Crack so we got them a few more
shows but the Vapids only play Hamilton.

“We’re not itching to rehearse or play too
much, we just do the Vapids for fun and we’re not
ready for some big comeback,” adds Vapid although
rumour is there might be something happening
later this year to celebrate a quarter century but
you’ll have to stay tuned. “We thought our last gig
was going to be our last gig but you never know. If
Scotty {Vapid, drummer] says he wants to play, we’ll
play. The other guys are always in. Eric [Felgner]
joined in 2007 and Matt [Ellis] joined in 2008 so
those guys have been in the band longer than any-
one else has been in the Vapids. They both have
tenure already even if we don’t play that often. The
Vapids start the show at 8:30 pm so we hope to get
everyone home by midnight. It’s good to know we
can round ourselves up every once in a while to do
a hometown gig. It might be a little dangerous
because we don’t rehearse anymore. We hope
everyone comes out for a good ol’ punk show and
these bands won’t be playing Hamilton again any-
time soon and well, the Vapids. We’ll do our best,
I’m not too worried though. Right now, I’m just
trying to wrap my head around playing fifteen
Vapids songs we haven’t played in three years — it
should be fun.” V

The Vapids play this Wednesday May 15 at
This Ain’t Hollywood with Dee Cracks (Vienna,
Austria), Lone Wolf (Rotterdam,
Netherlands), School Damage and more.
Doors for the licenced all ages gig open at
8pm and $10 gets you in. Click on
thevapids.blogspot.com

[ T H E A T R E ] [ M U S I C N O T E S ]
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THURSDAY 9TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ARMY & NAVY VETERANS SOCIETY|PHIL MYLES
[3PM]
ARTWORD ARTBAR|JOE BASS, THE DO-GOODERS,
TIM COLLINS [8PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|JAM NIGHT W/THE PERSONICS
[8PM]
CASBAH DOGHOUSE ROSE, ROCKET & THE
RENEGADES, THE JESSE JAMES MEDICINE SHOW [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|MATTHEW KING (9:30PM)
COACH & LANTERN|OPEN MIC (9PM)
CORKTOWN KISS THE FISH [8:30PM] 
CULANTRO’S|FERNANDO MEJIA (7:30PM)
LAZY FLAMINGO VINNIE & TALLY
MAX’S CHRIS AYRIES
PHEASANT PLUCKER COREY MERCER [10PM]
THE STUDIO DARBY MILLS PROJECT, KILLER DWARFS
[7:30PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD JOEL CUMBY, MATH CLUB
[8PM] 
ZYLA’S DAN WEISS [8PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
GEORGE HAMILTON|OPEN JAM W/TIM NINEHOUSE
AND MR. JAY & CHRIS WIERSMA [9PM]
LOU DAWG’S CHRIS CHAMBERS [8:30PM]
RADIUS|MILESFROMNOWHERE. [7PM] 

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
AUGUSTA HOUSE|OLD SCHOOL, HIP HOP W/DR.
DISC [10PM]

FRIDAY 10TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ABSINTHE|BORN IN THE EIGHTIES [10PM]
BARRA FIONN|MIKE STEVENSON [8PM]
BLACK BULL|TOMI SWICK, JOEL GUENTHER [6PM]
BOBBIE’S THE REAL MCBROWNS [8PM]
BROWN BARREL DAN DYER [8:30PM]
BUDDY’S|JEFF & JAMIE [8:30PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|ACOUSTIC DUO [5PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE  THE BLACKBIRDS [9:30PM]
COME BY CHANCE RAT ROD [9:30PM]
CORKTOWN EAST COAST KITCHEN PARTY [6:30PM],
EKLECTIK [9PM]
DICKEN’S|ADAM’S RIB (10PM)
DUNAS VERDES|OPEN JAM W/STEVE COLLETT
(9PM)
FIRTH’S|GLENN GROVES
5 WEST|OH GERONIMO [8PM]
GATOR TED’S|FIDDLESTIX
JERSEY’S|SONNY BOY MICK
MAX’S PETER MARINO
MILL ST. & 5 ONE EYED ANGIE [9PM]  
MILLS HARDWARE JIM BRYSON, KALLEMATTSON
POWERHOUSE CALL ME SUNDAY [10PM]
PRIME TIME  IN2U [8:30PM]
PUB FICTION REFLEXION
SLYE FOX MIKE ALMAS [8:30PM]
STONEWALLS FREEDOM TRAIN [9:30PM]
33 BOWEN OFF THE RECORD [9PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD WILLIE NILE, THE PETER
ELKAS BAND [9PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
ARTWORD ARTBAR|NICK ARSENEAU SEXTET [8PM]
BARBARA CAFFE|KELLY AND HEATHER DEL FIACCO
[6PM]
CAVALLO NERO HENRY STRONG DUO [6:30PM]
EDENS|MICHAEL JOBITY [6PM]
MASQUE BIG JOHNNY BLUE [9PM]
MATTSON & CO. THE ALTERED TRIO [8:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
AUGUSTA HOUSE|DJ [10PM]
CLUB 54|DJ KEITH
CLUB 77|DJ
RADIUS DJ SPENCER VAN WYCK [10PM]
SHAOLIN UNDERGROUND DJ BIGTRBL [10PM]
SOUS BAS DJ BETTER LOVE, THE PRECIOUS LO’S
33 BOWEN DJ DR. DISC [6PM]

SATURDAY 11TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ABSINTHE|DWAYNE GRETZKY [10PM]
AUGUSTA HOUSE|STONE THE RADIO [10PM]
BARRA FIONN|EDDIE PATON [8PM]
BUDDY’S|WAIT AND SEE [8:30PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|CHERYL LESCOM [2PM], BONEYARD
[8PM]
CASBAH THE FOLK SINNERS, THE LOWDOWN DIRTY
MOJOS, THE BLUE MONKEYS [9PM] 
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE THE FALCONS [9:30PM]
CLANCY’S ACOUSTIX [8PM]
COME BY CHANCE RAT ROD [9:30PM]
CORKTOWN KYLE PACEY [3PM], THE CASTOR TROYS,
[9:30PM]
DICKEN’S|CHECKERBOARD FLOORS (10PM)
DOOR’S BACKBITERS, SYSTEM SYSTEM, QUIET EARTH,
CRUEL WORDS [9PM]  
FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT  HALL|HAMILTON
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
5 WEST|THE KNADS [9PM]
GATOR TED’S HOT BUTTERED SOUL
INNSVILLE JASMINE TEA
JERSEY’S|JETS TO GROUND
MAX’S PETER MARINO
MILL ST. & 5 MIKE WOODS [9PM]  
MILLS HARDWARE SAM WEBER
POWERHOUSE ADAM’S RIB [10PM]
PUB FICTION DRAMAZOID
REBEL’S ROCK DAVE POMFRET [8PM]
SLYE FOX O’DEADLY’S TRIO [8:30PM]
SPURS DAN BADGER
33 BOWEN HAYLEY VERRALL DUO [9PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD JUMPLE, NYSSA, KOMODO
[9PM]
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE JAMES ANTHONY BAND
W/GUESTS [2:30PM], DUELING PIANOS [9PM]
WINCHESTER ARMS BLUZE CRUZE [8:30PM]
ZYLA’S ALEX TOMOWICH DUO [8PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
CASABLANCA|KELLY DEL FIACCO [6PM]
CAVALLO NERO|HENRY STRONG DUO [6PM]
EDENS|MICHAEL JOBITY [6PM]
MASQUE GREG BRISCO & SNOWHEEL SLIM [9PM]
MATTSON & CO. AARON BOWERS [8:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
CLUB 54|DJ KEITH - MAIN ROOM [10:30PM], DJ CESAR
- LATIN ROOM [10:30PM]
CLUB 77|VIRTUAL RIOT
LOU DAWG’S DJ JOOCE [10PM]
SHAOLIN UNDERGROUND DJ BIGTRBL [10PM]
SOUS BAS BO WILLIAMS, DJ LX
RADIUS DJ P DOT [10PM]

SUNDAY 12TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
BLACK SWAN OPEN MIC & JAM W/MIKE SHOTTON &
SERGIO ROMANO [7PM]
CASBAH K-MAN AND THE 45S [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE STEVE COLLETT [4:30PM], ADAM O &
GUEST [9PM]
COME BY CHANCE EASY MONEY [3PM]
DICKEN’S|BRAD SUMAK, MICHAEL BILLIK (10PM)

FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT  HALL|ALESSIA CARA
5 WEST|FIDDLESTIX DUO [3PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO SONIC DEATH MONKEY
THE LIONSHEAD|SHARI & JONNY [9PM]
MAX’S SARAH MILLS
MILLS HARDWARE WHOOP-SZO, SARAH GOOD & THE
BASICS
SLYE FOX KITCHEN PARTY [3PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
LOU DAWG’S SEAN PINCHIN [2PM]
MASQUE WAYNE JANUS & GUESTS [5PM]
STONEWALLS TRICKBAG [3PM]

MONDAY 13TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE NEW REBEL WESTERNERS [9:30PM]
INNSVILLE REPEATLES [6PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO KRISTAN NICHOLLS
MILLS HARDWARE THE DEEP DARK WOODS

TUESDAY 14TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ALE HOUSE OPEN STAGE W/BOOM BABIEZ [8PM] 
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE TEN GALLON CAT [10PM]
CORKTOWN IRISH JAM [8:30PM]  
CULANTRO’S ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC W/DAN CIAVARELLA
[7PM] 
END ZONE KRISTIN NICHOLLS [8PM] 
LAZY FLAMINGO OPEN JAM
LUKAYA CAFE|SONGWRITER NIGHT W/DAVE POMFRET
[7PM]

WEDNESDAY 15TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CASBAH CARIBOU, RUN, MIKE T. KERR [8PM] 
COACH & LANTERN|SINGALONG WITH JUDY
CORKTOWN OPEN MIC JAM W/DAVE GOULD
LAZY FLAMINGO THE SANJAYS [9PM]
MASQUE THE REBEL WESTERNERS [8PM]
REBEL’S ROCK OPEN JAM [7PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD DEE CRACK, VAPIDS,
SCHOOL DAMAGE, LONE WOLF [8PM] 

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE JAZZ JAM [9:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
ABSINTHE|MOTOWN WEDNESDAY [10PM]

THURSDAY 16TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK  || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CARRIGAN ARMS|JAM NIGHT W/THE PERSONICS [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|THE GORMLEY BROS. (9:30PM)
COACH & LANTERN|OPEN MIC (9PM)
CULANTRO’S|FERNANDO MEJIA (7:30PM)
LAZY FLAMINGO VINNIE & TALLY
MAX’S CHRIS AYRIES
PHEASANT PLUCKER MYKUL [10PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD LISA, KIWI JR, THE SKIFFS
[8PM] 

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
GEORGE HAMILTON|OPEN JAM W/TIM NINEHOUSE AND
MR. JAY & CHRIS WIERSMA [9PM]
LOU DAWG’S CHRIS CHAMBERS [8:30PM]
MASQUE JUDI RIDEOUT, MARK FOLEY [8PM]
RADIUS|MILESFROMNOWHERE. [7PM] 

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
AUGUSTA HOUSE|OLD SCHOOL, HIP HOP W/DR. DISC
[10PM]

KARAOKE
& TRIVIA
BARTON TOUCHDOWN PUB KARAOKE FRIDAYS
W/HELENA QUINN [9:30PM]
BIG ED’S KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/GEORGE BUTLER [8PM],
SATURDAYS W/SCARYOKE MONSTERS [10PM]
BLACK SWAN KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/MARK O
[9:30PM], TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [7:30PM]
BO’S KARAOKE EVERY OTHER TUESDAY [8:30PM] 
BOBBIE’S KARAOKE SATURDAYS [7PM] 
BOSTON PIZZA-BARTON TRIVIA MONDAYS W/HUB OF
THE HAMMER. [7:30PM]. TRIVIA NIGHT LAST WEDNESDAY
OF EVERY MONTH /HUB OF THE HAMMER
BOSTON PIZZA-MAIN ST. W. TRIVIA SECOND
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH W/HUB OF THE HAMMER
[7:30PM] 
BOSTON PIZZA-WATERDOWN TRIVIA FIRST TUESDAY
OF THE MONTH W/HUB OF THE HAMMER [7:30PM] 
BRASSIE PUB KARAOKE SUNDAYS HOSTED BY "RUBY
KARAOKE"[8:30PM], TRIVIA TUESDAYS HOSTED BY "RUBY
PUB TRIVIA [8PM]
BREW CAFE TRIVIA MONDAYS [8PM]
CADILLAC JAX KARAOKE THURSDAYS AND SUNDAYS
W/SCARYOKE MONSTERS [9PM], KARAOKE FRIDAY AND
SATURDAYS W/BIGGIE ENTERTAINMENT [9PM]
CALEDONIA LEGION KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/DJ SHELLEY
CARRIGAN ARMS KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/RANDY AND
VICKI [9:30PM], TRIVIA MONDAYS W/KEN OAKLEY
[7:30PM]][99pm]
CASBAH-MAIN HALL KARAOKE CABARET W/THE EYE
OF FAITH. 2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH [9PM]|
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|PUBSTUMPERS TRIVIA TUESDAYS [7PM]
CLANCY’S KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS [9PM]
COACH & LANTERN TRIVIA TUESDAYS [7PM]
DICKENS KARAOKE THURSDAYS [9:30PM]
END ZONE KARAOKE THURSDAYS W/ANNE [8PM],
KARAOKE SUNDAYS W/DOWN TO EARTH ENTERTAINMENT
[9PM]
5 WEST|TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS W/JIMMY THE QUIZMASTER
[7:30PM]
GALLEY PUMP KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/MIKE [9PM]
GLADSTONE KARAOKE FRIDAYS /BIG STAR KARAOKE
[9PM]
GRAIN & GRIT|TRIVIA THURSDAYS [7PM]
HER MAJESTY’S ARMY AND NAVY VETERANS
SOCIETY KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/GEORGE [4PM]
HONEST LAWYER-KING ST. KARAOKE THURSDAYS
[9PM] 
HONEST LAWYER-STONECHURCH CLASSIC
SIMPSONS TRIVIA FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
W/GERRY HALL [7:30PM]
LEVITY CLUB BIG SCREEN TRIVIA MONDAYS W/ HUB OF
THE HAMMER. [7:30PM]
LOU DAWG’S TRIVIA TUESDAYS W/HUB OF THE HAMMER
[8PM], LIVE BAND KARAOKE FRIDAYS [10PM] 
MASQUE VAUGHN’S ACOUSTIC LIVE KARAOKE MAY 9.
[9PM] 
NOBODY’S PERFECT KARAOKE W/MIKE, WEDNESDAYS
[7PM], SUNDAYS [5PM]
PLUCKER’S TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [8PM]
POUR HOUSE KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS
PRIME TIME KARAOKE THURSDAYS [8PM]]
PUB FICTION TRIVIA MONDAYS HOSTED BY “RUBY PUB
TRIVIA” [8PM]
RUMAK KARAOKE SATURDAYS [9:30PM]
ST. LOUIS BAR AND GRILL KARAOKE SATURDAYS
W/DONNY OSBORNE [10PM]m]
SLYE FOX TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [7:30PM], KARAOKE
THURSDAYS W/NICHOLAS BALKOU [8:30PM]
SPUR’S ROADHOUSE KARAOKE LAST FRIDAY OF THE
MONTH. 
STONEROADS KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/ANNE [9PM]
STONEWALLS ALL THINGS TV  TRIVIA TUESDAY
[7:30PM], PUBSTUMPERS TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [6:30PM] 
TAPS KARAOKE FRIDAYS [9PM], KARAOKE SUNDAYS

[6PM] 
TRACIE’S PLACE KARAOKE EVERY NIGHT [7PM-2AM],
& FRIDAYS [5PM-2AM], KIDS WELCOME UNTIL 9PM
TWISTED TAPS KARAOKE THURSDAYS [10PM] 
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE TRIVIA MONDAYS
[7:30PM]|
WEST END KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS [10PM] 
WINCHESTER ARMS TRIVIA EVERY OTHER MONDAY
HOSTED BY MICHAEL O’NEILL-HUB OF THE HAMMER.
NEXT DATE MAY 13. [7:30PM]  
WINDJAMMER KARAOKE TUESDAYS [8PM]
WOBBLEY SCOTSMEN KARAOKE FRIDAYS
W/CHEFBOYRDJ, KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/SEÑOR WES

UPCOMING
CONCERTS
RARITY MAY 18. ABSINTHE
BAD ANIMAL MAY 22. MILLS HARDWARE
BROWNMAN ELECTRYC TRIO MAY 25. ARTWORD
ARTBAR
WINDCHILFACTER MAY 25. THE ZOETIC
GILLIAN NICOLA W/BENJAMIN DDAKOTA ROGERS. MAY
31. MILLS HARDWARE
RAZOR W/VESPERIA, LUTHARO, BLACK EVE. JUNE 8.
ABSINTHE
LYDIA PERSAUD W/CHARLOTTE CORNFIELD. JUNE 15.
MILLS HARDWARE
CHICAGO JUNE 15. FIRSTONTARIO CENTRE
THE SADIES JUNE 16. CASBAH

COMEDY |
905 BAR COMEDY HOUR • Every last Friday of the
month, 9-10pm. Next date: May 31. Free admis-
sion. //93 John St. S.
BEHIND THE SMUT! • A pornographer tell all fea-
turing David DJ Roy. May 9, 8pm. PWYC. //25
Augusta St. • May 30. //Levity Comedy Club &
Lounge, 120 King St. W.
CLUB 54 • There’s live stand-up comedy every
Friday and Saturday at Club 54 preceding the
Dance Party. Your host is Canada’s # 1 insult
comic –  Ben Guyatt. • May 10-11: Bill Davern. May
17: Ben Guyatt. May 18: Wes Zaharuk. May 24-25:
Paul McCallum. May 31-June 1: Steve Cox. June
7-8: Munish Joshi. June 14: Ben Guyatt. June 15:
David Green. //3345 Harvester Rd., Burl.
COMEDY NIGHT AT STONEWALLS • Featuring Al
Val, Collin Sideris, Melanie Dahling, Nathan
Teixeira. Hosted by Bret Measor. May 16, 8:30pm.
Free. //339 York Blvd.
ERIC JOHNSTON: HOME SWEET HOME • May 17,
8pm. • For tickets visit thezoetic.ca //Zoetic
Theatre, 526 Concession St.
GIRLS NITE OUT • An evening of stand-up and
improv await you. Girls Nite Out is an all-funny, all-
female troupe consisting of some of Canada’s top
stand-ups and comedy improvisers. May 12,
7:30pm. For tickets visit burlingtonpac.ca.
//Burlington Performing Arts Centre, 440 Locust
St.
THE HI-LARRY-US SHOW • Join Larry Smith and
his guests for stand-up, live cartooning, games
and prizes, music, sketches, improv, puppets and
more. Last Friday of every month, 8pm. $20. Next
date: May 31. For info and tickets visit thepearl-
company.ca. //The Pearl Company, 16 Steven St.
LAUGH AT THE JUDGE • May 19, 8pm. //Winking
Judge 25 Augusta St.
LEVITY COMEDY CLUB & LOUNGE • May 10, 9pm,
May 11, 8pm: Casey Corbin. • May 16 & 18, 8pm,
May 17, 9pm: Jeff Leeson. • Every Wednesday is
Amateur Night. • For tickets visit levitycomedy-
club.com. //120 King St. W. 
SMOOTH COMEDY • A variety show of all things
smooth comedy ... stand up, magic, music. May 30,
8pm. $10. For tickets visit eventbrite.ca.

GIVING YOU AN EXCUSE TO GET OUT EVERY NIGHT THIS WEEK
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//Staircase Theatre, 27 Dundurn St. N.
STAIRCASE THEATRE • Every Monday is Improv
Bootcamp at 7pm. Learn the basics of Improv in
a fun and supportive environment. $8. • Every
Tuesday is Advanced Improv at 7pm. Watch our
main stage cast be put through their paces in this
workshop/show format. $10. //27 Dundurn St. N.
YUK YUKS BURLINGTON • May 10-11: Adam
Christie, Christophe Davidson, Chanty Marostica.
May 17-18: Dylan Mandlsohn, Cal Post, Freddy
Proia. May 24-25: Kenny Robinson, Habib Siam,
Darren Frost. May 31-June 1: Chris Quigley, Kyle
Hickey, Cedric Newman. June 7-8: Nick Beaton,
Rob Bebenek, Patrick Haye. June 14-15: Mike
Wilmot, Ian Sirota, Marito Lopez. • For info tick-
ets visit yukyuks.com. //380 Brant St., Burl. 

EVENTS••
BURLINGTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE •
American Icons. May 9, 8pm. • Harbourtown
Sound 15 Years. May 11, 7:30pm. • Symphony on
the Bay-American Proms. May 12, 3pm. •
Anagnoson & Kinton: The  Orchestral Piano. May
26, 4pm. • For tickets and more info visit burling-
tonpac.ca. //BPAC 440 Locust St. 905.681.2551
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY • Mount Hope Book
Mobile Stop. Every Friday 10am-noon, until
September. //Mount Hope Branch parking lot,
next to M.H. Community Park. • Craft Circle.
Thursdays in May, 1:30pm. //Dundas. • Cross
Stitch Club. Tuesdays in May, 2pm. //Kenilworth. •
Ukulele for Beginners. Tuesdays in May, 10:30am.
//Red Hill. • Social Scrabble. Wednesdays in May,
1pm. //Concession and Stoney Creek Branches. •
English Conversation Circle. Mondays &
Wednesdays in May, 4pm. //Terryberry. Tuesdays
and Thursdays in May, 4pm. //Central. • Take
Charge: Chronic Pain Self Management**. May 13
& 27,10:30am. //Sherwood. • Genealogy Club**.
May 15, 1pm. //Central. • Herb Garden Craft**.
May 16, 1pm. //Central. • Taoist Tai Chi
Demonstration**. May 21, 2pm. //Concession. •
3D Canvas Art**. May 21, 3pm. //Carlisle. •
Colouring Circle. May 21, 2:30pm. //Terryberry. •
Managing Job Search Stress**. May 22, 10:30am.
//Red Hill. • How to Apply for City of Hamilton
Artist Grants. May 23, 7pm. //Central. • Power Up
Mondays-Financial Guidance. May 27, 6:30pm.
//Central. • Virtual Vacations**. May 28, 3pm.
//Waterdown. • Meditation Circle. May 28, 6:30pm.
//Ancaster. • Tune Up Your Bike**. May 29,
6:30pm. //Lynden. • **Registration required. For
info visit hpl.ca
ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS • MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy
WWeeeekkeenndd AAfftteerrnnoooonn TTeeaa.. May 11, 1pm and
4:30pm. Reservations required. • EEssccaarrppmmeenntt
TTrraaiinn EExxhhiibbiitt.. RBG’s newest train experience
takes you on a journey through four seasons of

whimsical Canadian landscapes while telling the
story of how railroads shaped our history. May 18-
20, 10:30am-4pm in the Rock Garden. •
BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy CCeelleebbrraattiioonn.. A day of exploration and
hands-on fun with local animals, plants, and
ecosystems. Children’s activities, special visitors
from the animal kingdom, guided tours, and
much more await you on this activity-packed cel-
ebration of the International Day for Biological
Diversity. May 25, 10am-4pm. • GGaarrddeenn CClluubbss ooff
OOnnttaarriioo TTrriieennnniiaall SShhooww.. May 29-30. • BBeenneeffiitt
CCoonncceerrtt:: TThhee JJiimm CCuuddddyy BBaanndd aanndd HHPPOO.. June 2,
8pm.  Event ticket required. //Hendrie Park• For
details, costs, tickets and to register for events,
visit www.rbg.ca //RBG Centre, 680 Plains Rd. W.,
Burl.
THE SANDERSON CENTRE FOR THE PERFORM-
ING ARTS • Music of The Big Bands. May 9,
2:30pm. • Denielle Bassels. June 3, 8pm. • For
info and tickets visit sandersoncentre.ca //88
Dalhousie St., Brantford
THE WESTDALE EVENTS • Reel Eats Series-Chef
with special guests. May 9, 7pm. • Saturdayz with
Miss T. May 11, 12pm. • Creative Soul: Intimate
conversations & unplugged performances with
some of Canada’s greatest songwriters. Host
Canadian singer songwriter Ian Thomas talks
with Canadian music legends on the creative
process, inspiration and keeping one’s creativity
alive. May 16: Murray McLaughlin. June 13: Dan
Hill. $40/show or $100/series. • For info and tick-
ets visit thewestdale.ca //1014 King St. W. 
MISSISSIPPI QUEEN SOUTHERN SUPPER
SERIES •• Features a set, southern menu paired
with the musical talents of blues, and ‘American
Roots’ musicians. • May 10: Big Dave McLean,
Raoul Bhaneja. • May 12: Jenie Thai. • May 16:
Spencer MacKenzie. • May 17: The Jerome
Tucker Band. • May 22: The Sinners Choir. • June
4: Judy Brown. • June 5: Big Rude Jake. June 15:
Harrison Kennedy. • $45 for meal and show. For
more info, including menu details, visit mississip-
piqueenfoods.com or call 905.526.0909.  //635
King St. E.
OAKVILLE CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING
ARTS • Classic Albums Live-Pink Floyd: Wish You
Were Here. May 10, 8pm. • Oakville Choir  for
Children and Youth. May 11, 1:30pm, 4:39pm. •
For more info visit oakvillecentre.ca //OCPA,130
Navy St., Oakville
RAISE THE ROOF CONCERT SERIES • Dr. Disc
will again this year be hosting free, outdoor live
musical performances outside the store at 20
Wilson Street (at James) to coincide with the
downtown Art Crawl. May 10 Lineup will be 7pm:
Devin Bateson, 8pm: The Dill, 9pm: Rae Billing
and Crybaby, 10pm: Bonnie and The Midnight
Daydream. For info visit drdisc.com. //20 Wilson
St.

SINFONIA ANCASTER CONCERT • “Mountains,
Rivers and Waterfalls. Music that evokes the great
outdoors, featuring works by Smetana, Gade,
Copland, Adnams and more. May 10, 8pm. //St.
John’s Anglican Church Great Hall, 272 Wilson St.
E., Ancaster
1ST YEAR OF PROUDLY BREWING IN EAST
HAMILTON - AN ANNIVERSARY PARTY •
Featuring live performances from The Handsome
Devils, The Mayfairs, Bryce Clifford & Sam
Heller?, one off brews, special beer releases and
pricing, food options, pig roast and more. May 11,
12-8pm. //Clifford Brewing, 398 Nash Rd., N. #1
THE FOOLERS WITH THE SENTIMENTALISTS
AND NICOLAS WALLACE • Two Season 5 win-
ners of The hit show Penn and Tellers Fool Us
combine to bring you one evening of mind blowing
mental magic and mystery. This is an all ages
event with themes of the supernatural and light
mature subject matter. Discretion is advised. May
11, 8pm. • For tickets visit thezoetic.ca //Zoetic
Theatre, 526 Concession St.
THE HAMILTON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA •
MMaaiinnssttaaggee//FFiirrssttOOnnttaarriioo CCoonncceerrtt HHaallll CCoonncceerrttss::
May 11: Mahler’s Fifth. • SSeenniioorrss’’ TTaallkk && TTeeaa..
Enjoy a late morning tea and scrumptious treat
while exploring the stories behind the famous
composers and music featured in HPO’s main-
stage concerts. Join Composer-in-Residence
Abigail Richardson-Schulte for these fascinating
talks. Then, make your way to the orchestra level
of the Great Hall for a behind-the-scenes peek at
an HPO rehearsal. May 10, 11am: Mahler’s Fifth.
• IInnttiimmaattee && IImmmmeerrssiivvee..  In The Groove. May 23,
7:30pm. • HHPPOO AAtt TThhee LLiibbrraarryy..  Violinists Lyssa
Pelton and Elizabeth Loewen Andrews perform.
May 31, 12pm. //Central Branch, 55 York Blvd. •
For more info, registrations and tickets visit
hpo.org|
WHERE HAVE ALL THE FOLK SONGS GONE • The
60s Folk Revival sing-along concert features Sue
Peters (vocals),  Michelle Rumball (vocals),
Dwight Peters (vocals, 6 & 12 string guitars) and
Tony Laviola (double bass). May 11, 3:30pm and
8pm. $15. For tickets call 905.543.8512. //Artword
Artbar, 15 Colbourne St. 
HAMILTON CONSERVATORY FOR THE ARTS
CONCERT SERIES • Valerie Tryon. May 12, 2pm. •
$25/$20 senior/$15 students. For tickets visit   •
hcarts.ca or call 905.528.4020. //126 James St. S.
THE NEW VISION JAZZ VESPERS • Avery Raquel
with the Adrean Farrugia Piano Trio w/Clark
Johnson and Chris Wallace. May 12, 4:30pm.
//The Music Hall. New Vision United Church, 24
Main St. W.
ELTON ROHN • Tribute to Elton John feature 11
piece band, string section and grand piano. May
16, 7:30pm. For tickets visit benefitshow.net or
call 905.662.5503. //McIntyre Performing Arts

Centre, Mohawk College Fennell Campus, West
5th & Fennell Ave. 
FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE •
Masterworks 7- A Wild Ride! May 19, 2:30pm.
//Partridge Hall. • 2019/20 Hot Ticket Season
Launch. May 29-30, 7pm. //Partridge Hall. • For
tickets visit FirstOntarioPAC.ca //FOPAC, St.
Catharines
FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT OF BONDS AUTISM
CENTRE • Featuring Suite 303, Harold McIntyre,
and a 50/50 draw, silent auction, and  live stream.
May 19, 2pm. //Carrigan Arms, 23-2025 Upper
Middle Rd., Burl.
PINT OF SCIENCE-HAMILTON • An international
festival over 3 days in May. The idea is to bring
some of the most brilliant scientists to your local
pub to discuss their latest research and findings
with you. You don't need any prior knowledge. It's
a chance to meet the people responsible for the
future of science (and have a pint with them). Visit
pintofscience.ca/team/Hamilton%20Team for
info. May 20-22, 5-7pm. (Followed on Tuesday and
Wednesday at 8 pm by a performance of the play
Whoever You Are.)  //Artword Artbar, 15
Colbourne St. 
BACH ELGAR CHOIR • Experience the Bach Elgar
Choir with full orchestra in Beethoven’s Mass
sacred masterpiece, Mass in C Major, full of stir-
ring sound and lyrical melody. Also featuring
choral orchestral gems by Mozart and celebrated
Canadian composer Jean Coulthard’s “Quebec
May”. May 25, 7:30pm. $35/$30 seniors/$15 stu-
dents. Tickets at door or online at bachelgar.com.
//Melrose United Church, 86 Homewood Ave.
A CELTIC SPRING FLING FUNDRAISER FOR THE
PEEL REGIONAL POLICE PIPE BAND • Features
music from The Peel Regional Police Pipe Band
and The Colonial Boys, dancing from the Macleod
of Lewis Highland Dancers, a silent auction, a
penny sale and a cash bar. June 1, 7pm. All Ages.
$20. For tickets email birdj@bellnet.ca or call
905.332.9081. //Burlington Polish Hall, 2316
Fairview St., Burl. 
HEMPFEST CANNABIS EXPO - HAMILTON •
Featuring local and national industry exhibitors &
speakers, live glass blowing, and a wide variety of
hemp & cannabis & food vendors. This event is
educational, entertaining and a place to meet fel-
low patients, consumers, industry members and
community members. June 1, 12-6pm, June 2,
12-5pm. 19+ event (I.D. required). For earlybird
tickets and info visit hempfesthamilton.com.
Tickets also available at the door. //Hamilton
Convention Centre by Carmen’s, 1 Summers
Lane
IMAGINE IN THE PARK • Children’s arts festival,
with music, dance, visual arts, literature and
drama. Free admission. Food trucks on site. June

1, 10:30am-5:30pm. //Gage Park
ROSEWOOD CONSORT: LOVE, LOSS AND PAS-
SION: A MUSICAL TOUR OF RENAISSANCE
EUROPE • Featuring recorders, viola da gamba,
harpsichord and crumhorn. Music performed
was composed by Guillaume DuFay, Josquin des
Prez, John Taverner, Tielman Susato, Giovanni
Palestrina, Clause LeJeune and more. June 2,
3pm. Free. For info visit rosewoodconsort.ca.
//Grace Lutheran Church, 1107 Main St. W. 
SOUND OF MUSIC FESTIVAL • 2019 Kick-Off
Concert. Lineup: Bush, +Live+, Monster Truck,
Headstones, Crown Lands, Black Mountain
Whiskey Rebellion, The Castor Troys. June 8,
3pm-11pm. $75/$25 youth. • This year’s festival
will run from June 13-16. The shows offer up a
huge variety of music for all ages including Terri
Clark, Lonestar, Grandson, Hollerado, Hawksley
Workman, David Wilcox, Bedouin Soundclash,
Dear Rouge, Cowboy Junkies, Skydiggers,
Madeline Merlo, Classic Albums Live, Freedom
Train, and so many more. Free. • For tickets for
the kick-off concert and info visit
soundofmusic.ca. //Spencer Smith Park,
Burlington
JAZZ IN THE SANCTUARY • Shari Vandermolen
with the David Brideau Trio. June 9, 2pm. PWYC.
//Laidlaw Memorial United Church, 155 Ottawa
St. N. 
ACOUSTIC BLEND CAFE CONCERT • Kailin
Brown. June 15, 8pm. $14 adv/$18 or 2 for $35
door. For tickets visit acousticblendcafe.com
//Melrose United Church, 86 Homewood Ave.
5 AT THE FIRST CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES:
BEETHOVEN BLOWOUT!  • Mercer Park Duo &
VC2 Cello Duo. June 15, 3pm and 7pm. $20
adults/$15 seniors/$5 students, unwaged/Free
under 12. Free parking and fully accessible.
Tickets online at universe.com/stringextra-
vangazavii //First Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn
St. S.

ARTS••
ART IN THE WORKPLACE • The Atrium at
McMaster Innovation Park is transformed with
pieces from over 150 local artists, and feature
artist Deb Mack. Until June 26. Free admission,
week days 8am-6pm. artintheworkplace.ca //175
Longwood Rd. S. 905-667-5500
ARTCRAWL • Second Friday night of every month
@ 7pm, all galleries in the area display their new
art. For more info visit jamesstreetnorth.ca• 
ART GALLERY OF BURLINGTON • EExxhhiibbiittss:: All
Guild Show: Myths, Legends, and other Stories.
Until May 19. • In Common Uncommon. Until July
28. • Jeneen Frei Njootli: my auntie bought all her
skidoos with bread money. May 24-Aug. 18. • 150
Acts: Art, Activism, Impact. May 24-Aug. 18. •

AABBSSIINNTTHHEE 38 KING WILLIAM 905.529.0349
AACCOOUUSSTTIICC BBLLEENNDD CCAAFFEE 86 HOMEWOOD AVE.                  905.522.1323
AAIIRR FFOORRCCEE CCLLUUBB 128 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 000.000.0000
AALLEE HHOOUUSSEE 802 UPPER GAGE AVE.                            289.755.0518
AARRMMYY NNAAVVYY CCLLUUBB 96 MACNAB ST. N.                              905.527.1000
AARRTTWWOORRDD AARRTTBBAARR 15 COLBOURNE 905.912.9083
AAUUGGUUSSTTAA HHOOUUSSEE 17 AUGUSTA 905.525.0367
AAVVLLYYNN’’SS LLOOUUNNGGEE 627 KING ST. E.                                            905.522.5111
BBAARRBBAARRAA CCAAFFFFEE 387 BARTON ST., STONEY CREEK 905.664.7316
BBAARROOQQUUEE 69 JOHN S. 905.393.6233
BBAARRRRAA FFIIOONNNN 1505 GUELPH LINE, BURL.                        905.319.3466
BBAARRTTOONN TTOOUUCCHHDDOOWWNN 912 BARTON ST. E..                            905.544.6031
TTHHEE BBIINNBBRROOOOKK GGRRIILLLL 3020 BINBROOK RD.             905.692.0909
TTHHEE BBLLAACCKK BBUULLLL 2475 MOUNTAINSIDE DR, BURL.              905.332.4282
BBLLAACCKK SSWWAANN 4040 PALLADIUM WAY, UNIT #1, BURL.     289.313.9999
BBOO’’SS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 419 DUNDAS ST., WATERDOWN 905.690.3133
BBOOBBBBIIEE’’SS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 2965 HOMESTEAD DR. MT HOPE 289.759.2002
TTHHEE BBRRAASSSSIIEE 73 WILSON W.                                                905.304.8935
BBRREEWW CCAAFFEE && BBAARR 22 BARTON ST. E.          905.962.0782 
TTHHEE BBRROOWWNN BBAARRRREELL 1515 UPPER OTTAWA 905.575.4606  
BBUUDDDDYY’’SS RROOAADDHHOOUUSSEE 1360 KING E. 905.545.1456
BBUURRLLIINNGGTTOONN PPEERRFFOORRMMIINNGG AARRTTSS CCEENNTTRREE 440 LOCUST 905.681.6000
CCAAPPRRII RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT 25 JOHN N.                                        905.525.7811
CCAARRNNEEGGIIEE GGAALLLLEERRYY 10 KING ST. W. DUNDAS 905.627.4265
CCAARRRRIIGGAANN AARRMMSS 2025 UPPER MIDDLE RD., BURL 905.332.6131
CCAASSAABBLLAANNCCAA WWIINNEERRYY IINNNN 4 WINDWARD DR., GRIMSBY 905.309.7171
TTHHEE CCAASSBBAAHH 306 KING W. 905.741.7625
TTHHEE CCAAPPIITTOOLL BBAARR 973 KING E. 289.389.1001
CCAATT ’’NN’’ FFIIDDDDLLEE 174 JOHN S. 905.525.3855
CCAAVVAALLLLOO NNEERROO 370 WILSON ST. E., ANC.  905.648.8888
CCIIRRCCAA GGAALLLLEERRYY 112GEORGE 905.921.1237
CCLLAANNCCYY’’SS PPUUBB 4490 FAIRVIEW, BURL.                                905.333.6805
CCLLIIFFFFOORRDD BBRREEWWIINNGG CCOO.. 398 NASH RD.                           905.560.5444
CCLLUUBB 5544 3345 HARVESTER ROAD, BURL.                            905.634.5454
CCLLUUBB 7777 77 KING WILLIAM ST. 905.527.7488
CCOOAACCHH && LLAANNTTEERRNN 384 WILSON E., ANC.                        905.304.7822
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIVVEE AARRTTSS BBRREEWWEERRYY 207 BURLINGTON ST. E.          289.426.2374
CCOOOOLLEERRÕSS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 558 UPPER GAGE 905.574.4664
CCOOMMEE BBYY CCHHAANNCCEE 78 MELVIN AVE. 905.547.3994

CCOOPPPPEERR KKEETTTTLLEE 312 DUNDAS ST. E., WATERDOWN 905.690.3696
CCOORRKKTTOOWWNN TTAAVVEERRNN 175 YOUNG 905.572.9242
CCUULLAANNTTRROO 537 MAIN ST. E. 905.777.0060
TTHHEE DDIICCKKEENNSS 423 ELIZABETH, BURL.                                  905.333.4991 
TTHHEE DDIIPPLLOOMMAATT 43 KING WILLIAM ST.                                  905.523.4343
TTHHEE DDOOOORRSS PPUUBB 56 HESS S. 905.540.8888
DDUUNNAASS VVEERRDDEESS 253 JAMES N. 905.522.4818
EEDDEENNSS 1548 MAIN W.                                              289.389.6493
EEMMEERRSSOONN 110099 109 EMERSON 289.425.2005
TTHHEE EENNDD ZZOONNEE BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 1305 MAIN ST. E.                   289.246.9663
EESSSSEENNCCEE 422 BARTON ST. E.                  289.396.5116
FFAAIIRRWWEEAATTHHEERR BBRREEWWIINNGG CCOO.. 5 OFIELD RD.   289.426.2983
FFIIDDDDLLEE && FFOOXX 999 UPPER WENTWORTH ST.          905.385.8555
FFIIOONNNN MMAACCCCOOOOLLSS 2331 APPLEBY LINE, BURL.               905.332.9990
FFIIOONNNN MMAACCCCOOOOLLSS 119 OSLER DR.               905.627.4729
FFIIOONNNN MMAACCCCOOOOLLSS 1786 STONE CHURCH RD. E.              289.919.2422
FFIIRRSSTTOONNTTAARRIIOO CCEENNTTRREE 101 YORK 905.546.4040
FFIIRRSSTTOONNTTAARRIIOO CCOONNCCEERRTT HHAALLLL 1 SUMMERS LANE 905.546.3100
FFIIRRTTHH’’SS CCEELLTTIICC PPUUBB 543 UPPER JAMES 905.318.4277
55 WWEESSTT BBRREEWWPPUUBB && KKIITTCCHHEENN 3600 DUNDAS ST., BURL.   905.315.8782
TTHHEE FFOOOOLL AANNDD FFLLAAGGOONN 2255 BARTON E.                      905.573.7430
TTHHEE GGAALLLLEEYY PPUUMMPP 365 WENTWORTH ST. N.                                          905.522.5225
TTHHEE GGAASSWWOORRKKSS 141 PARK N.                                             905.719.6396
GGAATTOORR TTEEDD’’SS 1505 GUELPH LINE 905.336.3133
TTHHEE GGEEOORRGGEE HHAAMMIILLTTOONN 152 KING W.                              905.381.9820
GGEETT TTOOGGEETTHHEERR BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 253 KENILWORTH N.       905.544.1950
GGLLAADDSSTTOONNEE TTAAVVEERRNN 1385 MAIN E. 905.393.9842
GGOOWWNN && GGAAVVEELL 24 HESS ST. S. 905.523.8881
GGRRAAIINN && GGRRIITT BBRREEWWEERRYY 11 EWEN RD. 905.769-1320
HHAAMMIILLTTOONN AAIIRR FFOORRCCEE AASSSSOOCC.. 128 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 905.628.6697
HHAAVVNN 26 BARTON ST. E.              000.000.0000 
HHAAMMIILLTTOONN LLEEGGIIOONN BBRR.. 116633 435 LIMERIDGE 905.387.4515  
AARRMMYY && NNAAVVYY VVEETTEERRAANNSS SSOOCCIIEETTYY 95-96 MACNAB ST. N. 905.527.1000  
HHOONNEESSTT LLAAWWYYEERR 110 KING ST. E.                     905.522.5297
HHOONNEESSTT LLAAWWYYEERR 1070 STONECHURH RD. E.                    905.385.9797
IINNNNSSVVIILLLLEE 1143 HWY. 8,STONEY CREEK 905.643.1244  
IINNTTOO TTHHEE AABBYYSSSS 119A LOCKE ST. S.                              905.518.7609
JJAAYYSS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 558 UPPER GAGE 905.574.4664
JJEERRSSEEYYSS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 1450 HEADON RD. 905.319.0525

KKIINNGG’’SS LLAANNDDIINNGG 1900 KING ST. E.                               905.544.7766
LLAAZZYY FFLLAAMMIINNGGOO 19 HESS S.                                               905.527.0567
LLEEAANNDDEERR BBOOAATT CCLLUUBB 50 LEANDER DR.                                       905.527.7377
LL’’EETTRRAANNGGEERR 109 JAMES ST. N.                                              905.906.2401
TTHHEE LLIIOONNSSHHEEAADD PPUUBB 137 JOHN S.                                    905.522.7090
LLIITTTTLLEE GGRRAASSSSHHOOPPPPEERR 37 BARTON ST. E. 905.393.7641
LLOOUU DDAAWWGG’’SS SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN BBBBQQ 116 GEORGE ST.         289.389.3227
LLUUKKAAYYAA CCAAFFEE 592 UPPER WELLINGTON ST.         905.383.2533
TTHHEE MMAASSQQUUEE 13 HESS S.                                                      289.700.5595
MMAATTTTSSOONN && CCOO.. 225  LOCKE ST. S.                          905.525.0225
MMAAXX RREESSTTOO LLOOUUNNGGEE 102-2180 ITABASHI WAY, BURL.           905.336.1500
MMEELLAANNHHEEAADDZZ VVAAPPEE LLOOUUNNGGEE 303 YORK BLVD.                289.527.1420
MMIILLLL SSTT.. && FFIIVVEE 324 DUNDAS ST.E., WATERDOWN 905.690.1058
MMIILLLLSS HHAARRDDWWAARREE 95 KING E.                                             905.777.1223
MMOODDRRNN NNIIGGHHTTCCLLUUBB 15 HESS ST. S.                                             289.389.3561
MMUULLBBEERRRRYY CCOOFFFFEEEE HHOOUUSSEE 193 JAMES ST. N.             905.963.1365
MMUUSSTTAANNGG’’SS 301 FRUITLAND RD., STONEY CREEK 905.643.7679
TTHHEE PPEEAARRLL CCOOMMPPAANNYY 16 STEVEN 905.524.0606
PPEEPPPPEERRWWOOOODD BBIISSTTRROO 1455 LAKESHORE RD., BURL 905.333.6999
TTHHEE PPHHEEAASSAANNTT PPLLUUCCKKEERR 20 AUGUSTA 905.529.9000
PPLLUUCCKKEERR’’SS 335 PLAINS RD. E., BURL.                     289.337.9454
TTHHEE PPOOUURR HHOOUUSSEE 1115 FENNELL E.                     905.389.6602
TTHHEE PPOOWWEERRHHOOUUSSEE 21 JONES 905.930.7381
PPRRIIMMEE TTIIMMEE SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 218 KENILWORTH N.               905.544.6488
PPUUBB FFIICCTTIIOONN 1242 GARNER RD. W., ANC.                         905.304.9990
PPUURRPPLLEE PPEEAARR 946 BARTON E.                    905.527.7179
TTHHEE QQUUEEEENN’’SS HHEEAADD 400 BRANT, BURL 905.632.1300
RRAADDIIUUSS 151 JAMES ST. S.                                          905.393.1658
RREEBBEELL’’SS RROOCCKK IIRRIISSHH PPUUBB 537 KING E.                             905.777.1771 
TTHHEE RREECC RROOOOMM 2732 BARTON E.                             289.389.1395 
RROOCCKK OONN LLOOCCKKEE 320 CHARLTON AVE. W.                         905.522.0602
RR..CC..LL.. BBRRAANNCCHH 662222 12 KING ST E, STONEY CREEK 905.662.4171 
RR..HH..LL..II.. CCLLUUBB 1353 BARTON E.                                      905.545.4611
SSTT.. LLOOUUIISS BBAARR AANNDD GGRRIILLLL 450 APPLEBY LINE, BURL 905.333.8118 
SSAASSSSOO 1595 UPPER JAMES ST.                                               905.526.4848
SSEEEEDDWWOORRKKSS 126 CATHARINE ST. N.                                               905.523.7425
SSHHAAOOLLIINN UUNNDDEERRGGRROOUUNNDD 229 JAMES ST. N..                           289.389.9525
SSHHAAWWNN && EEDD BBRREEWWEERRYY 65 HATT ST., DUNDAS 289.238.9979
SSHHOOEELLEESSSS JJOOEE’’SS 1183 UPPER JAMES 905.383.5637

SSLLYYEE FFOOXX PPUUBB 4057 NEW, BURL 905.639.3900
SSNNOOOOTTYY FFOOXX 1011 KING W.                                                     905.546.0000
SSOOUUSS BBAASS 145 MAIN ST. E.                                   000.000.0000
SSOOUUTTHHCCOOTTEE 5533 534 GARNER RD., ANC.                                     289.239.8888
SSPPIICCEE FFAACCTTOORRYY 121 HUGHSON ST. N.              905.662.1112
SSPPUURRSS RROOAADDHHOOUUSSEE 188 BARTON ST. E., STONEY CREEK 905.522.1227
TTHHEE SSTTAAIIRRCCAASSEE 27 DUNDURN N.                                         905.529.3000
SSTTOONNEERROOAADD’’SS 533 CONCESSION ST. 905.545.8816
SSTTOONNEEWWAALLLLSS 339 YORK BLVD. 905.577.0808
TTHHEE SSTTUUDDIIOO 1 SUMMERS LANE 905.546.3100
SSUUPPRREEMMEE BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 5111 NEW ST., BURL 905.333.5282
TTAAIILLGGAATTEE CCHHAARRLLIIEE’’SS 69 JOHN S.                                      905.526.6666
TTAAPPSS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 128 PARKDALE AVE. N.                       905.393.8805
TTHHIIRRSSTTYY CCAACCTTUUSS 2 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 905.627.8488
3333 BBOOWWEENN 33 BOWEN ST.                           289.396.8865
TTHHIISS AAIINN’’TT HHOOLLLLYYWWOOOODD 345 JAMES N.                           289.396.3911
TTIINN CCUUPP 1831 WALKER’S LINE, BURL.                          905.315.7727
TTOOAASSTT WWIINNEE BBAARR 10 JOHN ST. N.                                  289.389.5480
TTRRAACCIIEE’’SS PPLLAACCEE 592 UPPER JAMES 905.538.0795
TTUURRTTLLEE JJAACCKK’’SS 1180 UPPER JAMES 905.389.6696
TTHHEE VVIICCAARR’’SS VVIICCEE 2251 RYMAL E., STONEY CREEK 905.560.1586
TTHHEE UUNNDDEERRGGRROOUUNNDD 41 CATHARINE ST. N.          905.527.7488
UUPPTTOOWWNN SSOOCCIIAALL HHOOUUSSEE 1900 WALKERS LINE, BURL.          905.331.4700
WWAATTEERRDDOOWWNN LLEEGGIIOONN 79 HAMILTON ST. N., WDWN 905.689.6112
TTHHEE WWEEEE DDRRAAMM 1831 MAIN ST. W.                                           905.920.8180
WWEESSTT EENNDD PPUUBB 151 EMERSON 905.524.3655
TTHHEE WWEESSTTDDAALLEE 1040 KING ST. W.                                            905.577.0074
WWIINNDDJJAAMMMMEERR BBYY TTHHEE LLAAKKEE 5353 LAKESHORE RD. BURL 905.632.2333
TTHHEE WWIINNGG 3210 HOMESTEAD DR., MOUNT HOPE 289.280.0157
WWIINNCCHHEESSTTEERR AARRMMSS 120 KING ST. W., DUNDAS 905.627.8016
WWOOBBBBLLEEYY SSCCOOTTSSMMAANN 309 CROCKETT 905.389.8224
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 550 FENNEL AVE. E.                            905.388.7770
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 875 MAIN ST. W.                            905.528.7822
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 1508 UPPER JAMES ST.                         905.575.7821
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 3537 FAIRVIEW, BURL 905.333.6627
TTHHEE ZZOOEETTIICC 526 CONCESSION 905.902.5683
ZZYYLLAA’’SS 299 JAMES ST. N.                                                                      905.818.7141
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Permanent Collection Corridor: Quebec: A
Different Drummer. Ongoing. • EEvveennttss:: Family
Sunday Open Studio. Every Sunday, 1-4pm. Free.
All welcome. • For more info visit artgalleryof-
burlington.com //AGB, 1333 Lakeshore Rd.  
ART GALLERY OF HAMILTON • AGH Gala After
Party featuring Milk & Bone. May 25, 10pm-1am.
$50. 19+. Cash bar. Doors open at 9:30pm. •
EExxhhiibbiittss:: GGaalllleerryy LLeevveell OOnnee • Above the Fold: New
Expressions in Origami. Until May 26. Tickets
required. • The Living Room: unfolding... Until
May 12. • Hamilton Now: Object. Until May 20. •
LLeevveell TTwwoo • Navigating Progress: Hind vs. Hind.
Until Sept. 29. • Milli: A Celebration of Style. Until
Feb. 9, 2020. • In Residence: Reitzenstein. Until
Mar. 29, 2020. • Kim Adams: Bruegel-Bosch Bus.
Permanent display. • TThhee JJeeaann aanndd RRoossss FFiisscchheerr
GGaalllleerryy.. Milli: A Celebration of Style. Until Feb. 9.
• Admission to this gallery is free courtesy of
Orlick Industries. • AAGGHH TTaallkkss:: Between the Two
Rows: Stories from the Aluminum Quilting
Society. May 16, 6pm. RSVP required. • TToouurrss::
Enjoy a free guided tour by one of our specially
trained Docents. For individuals and groups
smaller than 10. Tours last approximately 40 min-
utes. Every Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday &
Statutory Holiday at 1:00 pm. • FFrreeee FFrriiddaayy
NNiigghhtt//TToouurrss && GGaammeeSShhoowwGGaammee.. On the first
Friday of every month, admission to the Gallery
Level One exhibitions is free from 4-8pm, with
free guided tours with an AGH docent at 6pm.
GameShowGame is an custom built immersive
comedy fuelled happening which takes place in
the AGH Living Room. Starts at 7pm. • KKiiddss &&
FFaammiilliieess:: Family Fun Days: May 26. Family Time
Tour: 1pm-1:25pm. Ever wondered what your
child thinks about art? In these mini-tours of the
second floor exhibitions, our expert docents will
show kids and parents how to look carefully and
think creatively. Please gather in the lobby.
Hands-On Art Making Fun: 1:30-3:30pm. Join our
artist instructors to create a pop-up installation
inspired by the exhibitions on view. Free for AGH
Members/ Non-members $5 per family of 2
adults and up to 4 children. • For details and tick-
ets visit artgalleryofhamilton.com //123 King W.
905.527.6610
B CONTEMPORARY • Hosts monthly exhibitions
featuring established and emerging Guest Artists.
Openings are held the second Friday of each
month during Hamilton’s Art Crawl: 7pm-11pm. •
bcontemporary.wordpress.com //226 James N.
289.389.3949 •
BOLD ARTISTE • Featuring the original artworks
of Nancy Winlove-Smith. boldartiste.com //Bold
Artiste, 6 Bold St.•••
CARNEGIE GALLERY • MMaaiinn GGaalllleerryy EExxhhiibbiittss::
Drawn From Life: Katherine MacDonald & John
Miecznikowski. Until May 26. • EEvveennttss:: Interactive
Talk: Eat, Drink, Talk. Talk and tastings, hosted by
Jeff Goodes. This event showcases four local
Dundas restaurants, retailers and food producers,
who will give talks and tastings. This year, the
participants are The Keeping Room Kitchen
Supplies, Nellie James Catering, Murray's Farm
and Butcher Shop, and Urban Vine Oils and
Vinegars. May 21, 7-9pm. • 26th Annual Secret
Gardens Tour. June 2, 10am-4pm. • For tickets
and info visit carnegiegallery.org //The Carnegie
Gallery, 10 King W., Dundas, 905.627.4265
CENTRE3 FOR PRINT AND MEDIA ARTS •
EExxhhiibbiittss:: Lignes d’horizon, lignes de repère
Horizontal Lines, Reference Lines. Until May 25.
Opening Reception: May 10, 7-10pm. • Outports:
Adaptations To Isolation. Until June 1. Opening
Reception: May 10, 7-10pm. • Centre3 Gallery,
173 James St. N.•
DUNDAS VALLEY SCHOOL OF ART • Artist Talk-
Colin Lyons. June 3, 10:30am. Free. No registra-
tion required. • dvsa.ca //DVSA, 21 Ogilvie,
Dundas••
EARLS COURT GALLERY • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Measure of
a Year. Aleda O’Connor. May 9-June 13. Opening
reception: May 9, 7-9pm. • For more info visit
earlscourtart.com //Earls Court Gallery 215
Ottawa N.•
EMPIRE TIMES BUILDING • Ken Justus.
Paintings. Abstract-impressionist work. A special
pop-up during Art Crawl. May 10. //41 King
William St.
FACTORY MEDIA CENTRE • For more info or to
register visit factorymediacentre.ca or call
905.577.9191. //228 James St. N.
THE GALLERY ON THE BAY • Duanne  Nickerson.
New oils and watercolour paintings. Until May 12.
Holly Sneath. Seeds of Inventions. New acrylics.
May 17-June 16. Opening Reception: May 17, 7-

10pm. • galleryonthebay.com. 905.627.4265 //231
Bay N.
HAMILTON ARTISTS INC. • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Winter
Garden. Mere Phantoms. Until May 11. • What We
Know To Be True. Zahra Baseri, Yasmeen Nematt
Alla, and Arshia Salesi. Until May 11. • Domestic
Brew: Craft Beer Garden. Ongoing. • For more
info visit theinc.ca //155 James St. N.•
HAMILTON CONSERVATORY FOR THE ARTS •
EEvveennttss:: Valerie Tryon. May 12, 2pm. • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Traditions: Women’s Art Association of Hamilton.
Until June 1. • For more info visit hcarts.ca. 905-
528-4020. //126 James St. S.
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY • CCeennttrraall LLiibbrraarryy
44tthh FFlloooorr Great Art For Great Lakes. Lake Ontario
Portrait is a community art project that consists of
filled, transparent columns with mud samples
collected along Lake Ontario’s shoreline. The
sculpture was created by local artist Nicole
Clouston. As the mud is exposed to light, the
microbes present in the mud will begin to grow,
forming vibrant bands on the surface of the sculp-
ture. Ongoing. • CCeennttrraall LLiibbrraarryy GGaalllleerryy44 AAnnnneexx
May: Janice Kovar. • GGaalllleerryy BBaarrttoonn May: Fuzzy
Mall. • GGaalllleerryy DDuunnddaass May: Kyle Jeffers. •
GGaalllleerryy SSttoonneeyy CCrreeeekk May: John Pingree. •
GGaalllleerryy TTuurrnneerr PPaarrkk May: Jennifer Hicks.
KIRKLAND LYNCH STUDIO GALLERY • Original
stained glass designs by Siobhan Lynch, oil paint-
ings and drawings by Peter Kirkland. • Gallery
Hours: Tues-Sat 11am-5pm. •
sio2creations.com, peterkirkland.com //654
Spring Gardens Rd., Burl. 
MCMASTER MUSEUM OF ART • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Artist
Garden: The Boat Project/everythingwillbefine.
Canadian artist Ernest Daetwyler will build a site-
specific work in the Museum’s Artist Garden this
summer. He will transform pieces of driftwood
into a boat form, embedded with a steelcut text
message, creating an environment for both active
engagement and reflection. Until 2020. •
Antiquities. The Museum's Togo Salmon Gallery
has been rededicated as a space to showcase
exclusively McMaster's collection of antiquities.
Ongoing. • Susan Detwiler: Seed Pack. Ongoing.
• The Vishniac Coin Collection - Numismatic
Traditions from Antiquity to Present. Ongoing. •
Admission to all exhibitions and events is free. For
more info call 905.525.9140x23241 or visit muse-
um.mcmaster.ca //McMaster Museum of Art,
1280 Main W.•
NOOK CAFE • Ted Basciano. “Excuse My
Crapulence”. Watercolour Pencil Drawings. Until
May. 3. //6 Bold St.
TERESA SEATON STUDIO & GALLERY • Gallery
features Teresa’s newest stained glass creations
as well as some of the best regional artists on a
two month rotating basis. • Open Weds-Sat
11am-5pm, Sun-Tues by appointment. For info
visit teresaseaton.ca, 905.510.5030. //652 Spring
Gardens Rd., Burl.
TRUE NORTH GALLERY/THE MUSIC GALLERY •
On display and available for sale are over 100 one-
of-a-kind original, and rare limited edition art by
both world famous, and not so famous musicians,
whose creativity is equally evident in their art as it
is in their music. Access to the gallery is by invita-
tion or appointment only. //Griffin House-Arts
Culture & Innovation Business Centre, 23 Griffin
St., Waterdown•
WEST HAMILTON ARTISTS TOUR • Visit 17 loca-
tions featuring 42 acclaimed artists working in
various fine craft and visual art mediums from
Hamilton and the surrounding region. May 11-12,
10am-5pm. For info visit  westhamiltonartists-
tour.com. //Locke Street and Strathcona neigh-
bourhoods
WORKERS ARTS & HERITAGE CENTRE •  EEvveennttss::
Massive Disruption Reading Groups. Read as
much or as little as you want, and feel free to
bring your questions. All readings are available on
our website, and also will be made available in the
modular library structure as part of the exhibition
Archiving Unrest during regular public hours. All
are welcome. Free. May 11, 2-4pm: Michael
DiRisio. May 18, 2-4pm: Emily and Alex of the
Hamilton Tenants Solidarity Network. June 8, 2-
4pm: Hamilton Perambulatory Unit. June 15, 2-
4pm: Sherri VanSickle. • Michael DiRisio in
Conversation with Dylan Miner. Join these visual
artists for a discussion of the role arts institutions
play in critical mass uprisings and civil unrest
both in contemporary society and historically.
June 14, 7pm.  • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Archiving Unrest.
Michael DiRisio. May 10-Aug. 16. Opening
Reception: May 10, 7-9pm. • PPeerrmmaanneenntt
GGaalllleerriieess.. Nine to Five: A History of Office Work. •
Custom House History & The Hall of Hamilton
Labour. • Punching the Clock: Working in
Canadian Factories from the 1840s to the 1980s. •

Gateway to the Workers City & Made in Hamilton
Industrial. • For more info, tickets, or to register
for events visit wahc-museum.ca //WAHC, 51
Stuart St.
YOU ME GALLERY • Wayne Allen. Meditations.
Last works, wall works, vintage works. Until June
9. Opening Reception: May 10, 7-10pm. Gallery
hours: Wed-Sun 12-5pm. youmegallery.com
//330 James St. S.•

THEATRE|
ARTWORD ARTBAR • Whoever You Are. Written
and directed by Ronald Weihs, based on a 1952
science fiction short story by Judith Merril. May
12-26. $15/$20. For tickets call 905.543.8512.
//Artword Artbar, 15 Colbourne St.
BINBROOK LITTLE THEATRE • Skin Flick by
Norm Foster. Middle-aged couple Daphne and
Rollie and their friend Alex have found them-
selves out of work and out of luck. So when they
come across a mistakenly rented X-rated movie,
they get the idea to make their own porno film for
some quick cash. The only problem is none of
them want to star in it themselves. As if on cue,
Jill, a birthday telegram messenger, accidentally
arrives on their doorstep and their cast is set. May
10-11. $20. Dinner & show combo $40. • For tick-
ets contact tickets@binbrooktheatre.ca or online
at binbrooktheatre.ca. //Memorial Hall, 26 Hwy.
56, Binbrook
BURLINGTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE •
Mamma Mia! May 23, 24 7:30pm, May 24,
10:30am. • For tickets and more info visit burling-
tonpac.ca. //BPAC 440 Locust St. 905.681.2551
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL-CORTEO • The clown pic-
tures his own funeral taking place in a carnival
atmosphere, watched over by quietly caring
angels. Juxtaposing the large with the small, the
ridiculous with the tragic and the magic of perfec-
tion with the charm of imperfection, the show
highlights the strength and fragility of the clown,
as well as his wisdom and kindness, to illustrate
the portion of humanity that is within each of us.
The music turns lyrical and playful carrying
Corteo through a timeless celebration in which
illusion teases reality. May 22-26. For tickets visit
coreentertainment.ca //FirstOntario Centre
CONNECT THEATRE • Mamma Mia! The Musical.
May 10-11, 7pm, May 11-12, 2pm. //Dundas
Baptist Church, 201 Governors Rd., Dundas and
May 16-17, 7pm. //Sir John A. MacDonald
Auditorium, 130 York Blvd. $15. For tickets visit
connecttheatre.com or call 289.799.3035.
DRURY LANE THEATRE • Monty Python’s
Spamalot. Until June 2. • For tickets visit drury-
lane.ca //2269 New St., Burl.
DUNDAS LITTLE THEATRE • Calendar Girls. A
group of English ladies tiring of landscapes
decide to pose nude for a fund raising calendar.
May 9-12. For tickets email info@dundaslittlethe-
atre.com or call 905.627.5266. //Garstin Centre
For The Arts, 37 Market St. S. Dundas. 
HAMILTON THEATRE INC. • Tommy. Based on
the iconic 1969 rock concept album, The Who's
Tommy is an exhilarating story of hope, healing
and the human spirit. May 10-25. • hamiltonthe-
atre.com or call 905.522.3032. //140 MacNab St.
N. 
KINDERFEST • This multi-arts Festival for early
years children will feature theatrical performanc-
es for 0-6 year olds. May 11-19. For details visit
ckarts.ca.
MATILDA THE MUSICAL • The Hamilton
Wentworth District School Board (HWDSB) in
partnership with Theatre Ancaster is undertaking
its eleventh major musical theatre production.
This project is part of ArtSMART - a focus on arts
education in schools. May 13, June 1, 7-8, 7pm,
June 2, 2pm. $15/$10 seniors/$5 students and
children. For tickets visit hwdsb.schoolcashon-
line.com //Sir Allan MacNab Secondary School,
1455 Magnolia Dr.
MURDER MYSTERY THEATRE • Join us for a 4
course meal while enjoying our Murder Mystery
Theatre. May 11, 25, June 8. Doors open at
6:30pm, event starts at 7pm. • Call for reserva-
tions at 905.643.1244 //The Innsville Restaurant,
1143 Hwy. 8, Stoney Creek
PEARL COMPANY • Visiting Mr. Green: A Play by
Jeff Baron. Mr. Green, an elderly, retired dry
cleaner, wanders into New York traffic and is
almost run down by a car driven by Ross
Gardiner, a 29-year-old corporate executive. The
young man is given community service helping
the recent widower once a week for six months.
What starts as a comedy about two men who do
not want to be in the same room together
becomes a gripping and moving drama as they

get to know each other. May 9-11. • My Father’s
House by Sylvia Fraser, adapted for the stage by
Brian Morton. May 29-31, June 1, 4-8, 8pm., June
2, 9, 2pm. • For tickets and info visit thepearlcom-
pany.ca //16 Steven St.
THE PLAYERS’ GUILD OF HAMILTON  • The
Gentlemen Clothier by Norm Foster.  Norman
Davenport feels he was born in the wrong centu-
ry. As he opens a brand new clothing store, disap-
pointed because he feels forced to cater to more
current tastes, he makes a wish that changes his
life – and the lives of his two loyal employees –
forever. This is a magical tale filled with lessons
for us all. May 31, June 1, 6-8, 13-15, 8pm, June
2, 8, 15, 2pm. • For tickets call 905.529.0284. For
more info visit playersguild.org //The Players'
Guild of Hamilton, 80 Queen S.|
ROOK’S THEATRE • Mary’s Wedding. Mary and
Charlie's romance unfolds against the backdrop
of the First World War. Mary's Wedding takes
audiences from the big skies of the prairies to the
epic battlefields of France. May 9-11, 16-18, 8pm.
$25. For tickets visit bruha.com. //The HARRRP,
705 Main St. E.
THEATRE AQUARIUS • Disney’s Freaky Friday-A
New Musical. When an overworked mother and
her teenage daughter magically swap bodies,
they have just one day to put things right again
before mom’s big wedding. Freaky Friday, a new
musical based on the celebrated novel by Mary
Rodgers and the hit Disney films, is a hilarious,
contemporary update on an American classic in
which a mother and daughter really see what it is
to be a family and experience each other’s lives
first-hand, if only for a day. Until May 19. • For
tickets visit theatreaquarius.org or call
905.522.7529. //190 King William St.
THEATRE BURLINGTON • Don’t Misunderstand
Me. Act 4 Productions in association with Theatre
Burlington. Hilarious misunderstandings abound
in this witty English comedy. May 23-25, May 30-
31, June 1, 8pm. • For tickets call 905.6399.7700
or visit theatreburlington.on.ca //Theatre
Burlington’s Drama Centre 2311 New Street,
Burl.|
TWEET TWEET •  An aerial arts and circus cre-
ation for young children and their caregivers is
performed in an intimate forest-like setting.
Suitable for up to 5 year olds. May 11, 10am,
11:30am. For tickets visit coreentertainment.ca.
//The  Studio

FILM
AGH ILOVEFILMSERIES • The White Crow. May
29, 6pm. • Dogma. May 29, 8:30pm. • The
Grizzlies. June 12, 6pm. • Halston. June 12,
8:30pm. • $10 AGH members & students. $12
General. //Lincoln Alexander Centre, 160 King St.
E.. • For tickets visit artgalleryofhamilton.com
ZOETIC THEATRE • Chicago Sing-Along. June 15,
8pm. For tickets visit thezoetic.ca //Zoetic
Theatre, 526 Concession St.

LITERARY
HAMILTON YOUTH POETRY SLAMS • Every
fourth Sunday of the month, 6-9pm. $5. All ages.
For details visit facebook.com/hamiltonyouthpo-
ets /Spice Factory, 121 Hughson St.
LITCHAT THE LITERARY SALON • David Lee on
The Importance of Popular Fiction. May 14,
7:30pm. For details visit litchat-
hamilton.blogspot.com. //LINC classroom, 4th
floor, Central Branch, Hamilton Public Library 
NA’AMAT’S 45TH ANNUAL AUTHOR LUNCHEON
• Featuring Trevor Cole, author of The Whisky
King, the page-turning true story of Rocco Perri,
Hamilton's infamous Prohibition-era bootlegger.
May 14, 12-1pm. $28 advance/$30 door/$25 sen-
iors,students. For tickets visit Epic Books on
Locke St or email authorluncheon@cogeco.ca.
//Adas Israel Synagogue, 125 Cline Ave. S.

MUSEUMS
BATTLEFIELD HOUSE MUSEUM & PARK •
Friends of Battlehouse Museum Lecture Series:
May 14, 7:30-9pm. • Re-enactment of Stoney
Creek. Experience the drama, pageantry, and
excitement of the Battle of Stoney Creek of June
6, 1813, one of the most important events in
Canada's history. June 1-2. • Open Tuesday to
Sunday, 12 noon to 4 pm. • battlefieldhouse.ca
//Battlefield House Museum & Park, 77 King W.,
Stoney Creek, 905.662.8458|
CANADIAN WARPLANE HERITAGE MUSEUM •
Virtual Reality Experience - BBC 1943 Berlin
Blitz. Until Aug. 31. • Cipher Decipher. An interac-

tive exhibition exploring the past and present of
communications cryptology - what it is, how it
works and how it affects our lives. May 25-Sept.
29. • D-Day 75th Anniversary Gala. June 1.
Featuring the Glen Miller Orchestra. June 1. •
Open 9am-5pm daily. For tickets and more more
info visit warplane.com //Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum, 9280 Airport Road, Mount
Hope
DUNDAS MUSEUM & ARCHIVES • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Tavern Town: Dundas On Tap. Tavern Town will
discuss the role which beer, brewing, and hospi-
tal played in the early development of our com-
munity. May 25-Sept. 14. • COAA Juried Art Show.
Until June 22. • Cradled in the Valley: The Stories
of Dundas. Ongoing. • EEvveennttss:: Dundas Historical
Book Club. May 2, 6:30-8pm.: Beautiful Scars by
Tom Wilson. • dundasmuseum.ca. //139 Park St.
W., Dundas 
DUNDURN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE •
Experience a guided tour of this 40-room
Italianate-style villa built in the 1830’s on
Burlington Heights; the former site of a fortified
military encampment established by the British
in 1813. • Historic Cooking Workshop: Mother’s
Day Tea. For ages 14 and older. $55. Pre-registra-
tion required. May 11, 10:30am-12:30pm. •
MacNab’s Kitchen. Led by costumed staff, visitors
will explore over 40 rooms and discover the histo-
ry of the MacNab family and the servants who
lived and worked below stairs to support their
affluent lifestyle. Assisted by Dundurn’s Cook
Demonstrators, guests will work together to
make a traditional recipe in our historic kitchen.
For all ages. $35. Pre-registration required. May
25, 10am-12pm. • Adults $11.50/Seniors, youth
$9.50/Children $6/Infants Free/Family $30. For
more info visit hamilton.ca. Open Tues-Sun, noon
to  4pm. //610 York Blvd. 905.546.2872
ERLAND LEE MUSEUM • For info visit
fwio.on.ca/erland. //552 Ridge Rd., Stoney Creek. 
FIELDCOTE MEMORIAL PARK & MUSEUM •
EExxhhiibbiittss:: Stories From The Edge. May 4-Dec. 31.
• EEvveennttss:: Ontario Archaeological Society Monthly
Lectures. May 16, 7:30-9pm. • For info  visit
hamilton.ca. Open Tues-Sat, 1-5pm. //64 Sulphur
Springs Rd., Anc.
GRIFFIN HOUSE • The Griffin House is recog-
nized as an important Canadian Black History
site. Visit this preserved early 19th century home,
set on a hilltop overlooking the beautiful Dundas
Valley. Explore the history of Enerals Griffin and
other early Black settlers, and enjoy a walk along
nearby trails. //733 Mineral Springs Rd., Ancaster
HAMILTON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM • Wednesday
Wigglers. Provides preschool aged children (2-4
yrs) an opportunity to explore the environment
through adult-facilitated and child-directed activ-
ities by engaging in this themed drop-in program
that includes story time, songs, discovery and
creation centres. Wednesdays, 10am-11:30am.
May 15: Dinosaurs. May 22: Dinosaurs Roar. •
Early Morning Risers. Start your Saturday morn-
ing with company, coffee and treats and let the
kids get to work playing in an interactive &
exploratory environment. Saturdays, 7:30-9am. •
Open Tues-Sat., 9:30am-3:30pm. For info visit
www.hamilton.ca/museums //1072 Main St. E. 
HAMILTON  MILITARY MUSEUM • Originally Sir
Allan MacNab’s gatehouse, the museum features
many Canadian military history exhibits. • For
info visit hamilton.ca //610 York Blvd.
HAMILTON MUSEUM OF STEAM & TECHNOLO-
GY • Behind the Scenes Curator-led Tour. All
ages. $30. Pre-registration required. May 13,
10am-2pm. • Boats, Models and Trains. May 25-
26, 11am-4pm. This is a free event-no museum
admission fees. • For more info visit
hamilton.ca/museums //900 Woodward Ave.
905.546.4797||
H.M.C.S. HAIDA NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE •
For info visit hmcshaida.com. //Pier 9, 658
Catharine St. N.
IRELAND HOUSE • For info and tickets visit
museumsofburlington.ca. //Ireland House
Museum, 2168 Guelph Line
WESTFIELD HERITAGE VILLAGE • Victoria Day.
Victoria Day Enjoy live music, a children’s craft,
learn about Victorian foods and take your photo-
graph with Queen Victoria.  May 20, 12:30-4pm. •
For more info and tickets visit
westfieldheritage.ca //Westfield Heritage Village,
1049 Kirkwall Rd., Rockton
WHITEHERN HISTORIC HOUSE & GARDEN •
Open Tues-Sun, noon-4pm. $7 adults/$6 seniors,
youth/$5 children/infants free/Family $20. //41
Jackson St. W., 905.546.2018
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COMMUNITY
ALIENATED GRANDPARENTS ANONYMOUS
SUPPORT GROUP • We meet on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of every month year round. We often
have guest speakers. Free. //422 North Shore Rd.
E., Burl.
ANCASTER KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 27TH
ANNUAL LOBSTERFEST • Great meals, music,
silent auction and live auction. Tickets available
at eventbrite.ca or Rastins’ PharmaChoice. May
25. //Ancaster Rotary Centre
ARTS AND CRAFTERNOONS • A crafty happy
hour sponsored by Collective Arts. Great tunes.
Supplies on hand. Thursdays, 4-7pm. Free. //This
Ain’t Hollywood, 345 James St. N.
BIZARRE BAZAAR • A gathering of BDSM/Kink
vendors and artisans. May 25, 11am-4pm. For
info contact info@clubedge.net. //191 Barton St.,
Stoney Creek
BURLINGTON MANSION TOASTMASTERS • Gain
confidence, leadership skills and learn the art of
public speaking. Everyone is welcome and the
first three visits are free. Every Wednesday, 7:30-
9:30pm. For more info visit mansiontoastmas-
ters.com //Cumis Room, Paletta Mansion, 4250
Lakeshore Rd. E., Burl.|
CANNABIS MICRO-CULTIVATOR SYMPOSIUM •
Join CCI and their team of subject matter experts
for an intimate discussion on relevant topics and
opportunities affecting the market today. May 16,
6-9pm. Free registration at bit.ly/CultivatorMeet
//Deloitte, 1005 Skyview Dr., Burl. 
CENTRE FRANCOPHONE HAMILTON EVENTS •
Guided walk in French. This free activity, offered
in French, will allow you to practice your French
with Francophones living in the area and appre-
ciate the surrounding nature in the colours of the
season. All you need is a good pair of walking
shoes, a bottle of water and your backpack.
Register at torontofunplaces@gmail.com. The
meeting place will be confirmed for participants
who register. May 4, 9:15am. Approx. 2 hours. •
Une Soirée Improvisée. Discover this unique form
of art thanks to group games, situation simula-
tion techniques. All levels of french are accepted.
May 22, 7pm. $10. //Staircase Theatre, 27
Dundurn St. N.
FOOD BANK DONATIONS • An easy way to
donate non-perishable items to our local food
banks. A 24/7 drop off box is located at 440 York
Boulevard, in front of Midas (corner of Locke and
York) Half a block east of the Mustard Seed co-
op. Donations are delivered to the food banks at
Good Shepherd,  Mission Services  St. Matthew’s
and  Salvation Army, Suggested food items: Baby
food, tinned Meat, Peanut butter, cereal, pasta,
tomato sauce, pet food. For more info call
905.527.0432, email strathconaneighboursnet-
work@gmail.com
HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE
CLUB • May 12: No dance session. • May 31:
End-of-season Party. • For more info visit hamil-
tonfolkdance.ca. //St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
corner of King St. W. and Haddon Ave., Westdale.
HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB EVENTS •
Doing the Dempster: Driving Dempster Highway
from Dawson to the Arctic Ocean. Join Hamilton
Naturalists Club for a free talk with Jessica
Bayne. The Dempster is a Highway in name
alone. Both the Dempster and the new highway
to Tuktoyaktuk are prone to washouts, landslides,
and mud that makes the road turn to grease, and
dry spells that turn the road surface into a dust
bowl and a hardpan. It is such a challenge to
drive that it is recommended that a heavy duty
vehicle equipped with one or more spare tires, a
jerrycan of extra fuel and damage insurance, be
used. So why do so many trucks and camper
vans set off on a march up this highway each
summer? The breathtaking scenery, wildlife,
geological formations and sheer vastness of the
landscape, that’s why. In July of 2018 Jessica and
Richard drove the Dempster Highway to Inuvik
and the new highway from Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk.
Find out! All welcome. Free. May 13, 7-9pm.
//RBG. • All talks are free and all are welcome.
For more info visit hamiltonnature.org.
Burlington Seniors Centre, 2285 New St. or RBG,
680 Plains Rd.
HAMILTON NO. 1 TOASTMASTERS • Build con-
fidence, communication & leadership skills.
Mondays 7-8:30pm. For info call 905.648.9503,
contact  hamiltonno1@gmail.com, or visit on
facebook: @hamiltonno1 //Downtown YMCA, 79
James St. S. Paddy Cline room. 
HAMILTON SPORTS CARD AND MEMORABILIA
SHOW • Our vendors have a lot of great sports

collectibles, such as sports cards, Tim Hortons
cards, framed pictures, jerseys, autographed
items and much more. $1 adults/kids free. May
26, 9am-1pm. //St. Gregory’s Church Hall, 125
Centennial Parkway N.
HAMMER CITY ROLLER DERBY • May 11, 5pm.:
Hammer City Eh! Team vs Renegade Derby
Dames Striking Vikings (WFTDA) and Hammer
City Dundurn Hassle vs Renegade Derby Dames
Bombshell Battalion. For tickets visit hammerci-
tyrollerderby.ca //Dave Andreychuk Area, 25
Hester St.
MAKERS’ MARKET • Features juried vendors
including both new and returning local artists
and artisans selling their own hand crafted work
such as original artworks, prints, stationary,
upcycled goods, home décor,  toys, pet acces-
sories, bath & body gifts, jewelry, and more. May
10, June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, 7-10pm. //Christ
Church Cathedral, 252 James St. N.
MENTAL HEALTH RIGHTS COALITION • Need to
talk about mental health or addiction issues?
Talk to someone who has been there and has for-
mal training in Peer Support. 11am-4pm, Mon-
Thurs, noon-4pm Friday. • 905.545.2525, mental-
healthrights.ca //Suite 103-100 Main St E.
MIDDAY MARAUDERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB •
Open to the public, new members welcome.
Wednesdays, 12:05-1pm. For info visit toastmas-
ters.org. //Philpott Memorial Church, 84 York
Blvd.
MOOD MENDERS SUPPORT SERVICES •
Offering coping skills and educational forums for
individuals living with Depression or Bipolar
Disorder, and their family members or support
persons. Featuring guest speakers, facilitated
group discussions, and literature on support ven-
ues. Find hope and knowledge among peers on
your journey to wellness. Free to attend. Second
Tuesday of each month 7-9pm @ St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Charlton Campus, Juravinski Tower,
2nd Floor, Miller Theatre; third Tuesday of every
month 2-4pm @ St. Peter’s HARRRP, 705 Main
St. E., and the fourth Tuesday of each month 2-
4pm @ First Pilgrim United Church, 200 Main E. 
NAR-ANON MEETING • Family support group.
“Never alone-hope in Hamilton”. We carry the
message of hope throughout the world to those
affected with addiction of someone near to them.
All welcome. Mondays at 7pm, except holidays.
//HARRRP Community Centre-St. Peter’s, 705
Main St. E. & St. Clair. St Clair entrance, lower
level.
PINBALL FOR HUMANITY • Monthly Charity
Tournament in support of Habitat for Humanity
Hamilton happening the last Sunday of every
month starting 5pm. $5 registration purchases
10 tokens, and Arcade will be donating those pro-
ceeds to Habitat for Humanity - Hamilton. Plus,
we suggest donating what you can above the $5
to help with costs of IFPA registration and to
donate more to Habitat for Humanity. This month
it is Apr. 28. For more info contact hammercityp-
inball@gmail.com //Arcade, 107 George St., 2nd
floor.
PSYCHIC SANDEE • Readings while you dine.
Mondays, 6-9pm and Thursdays, 5:30-8:30pm.
//Stonewalls, 339 York Blvd.  
ROTARY CLUB OF DUNDAS VALLEY SUNRISE
SHREDDING • $8 for a small bank box. For info
call 905.627.3689. May 11, 9am-1pm. //Eccles
Auto Service Uptown, 200 King St. @., Dundas
ROTARY CLUBS OF DUNDAS LOBSTER & RIB
FEST • May 25, 5-11pm. Featuring silent and live
auctions and live entertainment by Null
Hypothesis. $55. For tickets call 905.627.3355.
//Harry Howell Arena, 27 Highway 5, Waterdown.
ST. PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SPRING
RUMMAGE SALE • Jewellery, clothes, books,
toys, small household items. May 31 & June 1,
10am-noon. //70 James St. S.
SERVE OUR CITY COMMUNITY DINNER • Every
Wednesday night at 6pm. Free. //Crossfire
Assembly, 458 King St. W. (between Pearl &
Locke) 
STORIES IN THE STONES • Join us for  a lively,
informative tour of selective grave sites in historic
Hamilton Cemetery. No reservations necessary.
Rain or shine. Hosted by Robin McKee.
Saturdays at 11am. • May 11: Women’s Tour-Part
1) • May 18: War of 1812 Tour • May 25: Civil War
Tour-Part 1) • June 1: Masonic Tour-Part 1) •
June 8: Veterans Tour. • June 15: Art Crawl Tour-
Part 1) • For more info visit hamiltonhistory.ca
//Gatehouse [across from Dundurn Castle], 777
York Blvd.
TWISTED STITCHES FIBREARTS GATHERING •
Weekly drop-in community stitching circle every

Thursday 5-10pm. Coffee, tea, snacks. Details
and calendar available on FB @twistedstitche-
shamont //Mud & Suds Craftwerks, 88 Ottawa St.
N. 
WEEKLY DROP-IN FOR PWUD • Keeping-Six,
Hamilton Harm Reduction Action League wel-
comes you Tuesdays from 3-5 for food, music,
art, discussion, and planning on how to respond
to the ongoing Opioid and homelessness crisis. A
non-judgmental, peer-run space. Info@keep-
ingsix.org or keepingsix.org. //The AIDS Network,
140 King St. E, Suite 101.

VOLUNTEERS
HAMILTON FRINGE • The Hamilton Fringe is
seeking volunteers to help at the 2019 Hamilton
Fringe Festival. Earn high school volunteer

hours, free access to Fringe shows, and experi-
ence Hamilton's thriving arts scene by helping
out with: Box Office, Admin Support, Reception
Desk, Marketing Crew, Set Up/Tear Down,
Festival Ambassador, Fringe Club Stage
Manager. For info visit hamiltonfringe.ca.

AUDITIONS
DUNDAS LITTLE THEATRE • The Dundas Little
Theatre will be holding open auditions for
Einstein's Gift by Vern Thiessen, May 26 & 28,
7pm. Director Ryan Trepanier requires 3 male
and 2 female actors plus 2 ensemble players to
fill various roles. Cold reading. Production dates:
Oct. 25-26, Nov. 1-3, 7-10. For info contact
ry.trepanier@gmail.com. This is a non-Equity,
non paying production. //37 Market St. S. Dundas.

THEATRE ANCASTER • Auditions for Mamma
Mia. All auditioners must attend both a singing
and a dancing audition. Vocal Auditions are by
appointment only on May 13, 14, & 15. Dance
Auditions are open on May 21 from 6:30 -9:30pm.
• Theatre Ancaster is pleased to invite vocal audi-
tions for its new Classics Company, a Theatre
Ancaster program dedicated to performers age
55 and over. Our first musical production is the
concert version of the classic Rogers and
Hammerstein musical, South Pacific.  Auditions
are required for singing roles.  Auditions are May
28 & May 29. To book an appointment email clas-
sicscompany@theatreancaster.com. • For full
details visit theatreancaster.com/auditions. To
arrange a time, please email auditions@theatre-
ancaster.com                                                     
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[ T H E A T R E ] by MAXIE DARA

FOR THE CHARACTERS in Mama Mia, planning a destination
wedding in Greece doesn’t just mean hiring a caterer and
finding the perfect dress, it means figuring out who
fathered the bride. With three potential parentals to
choose from, a host of quirky characters, and an endless
supply of upbeat ABBA songs to keep audiences on their
feet, Mama Mia has been a crowd favourite since it pre-
miered in London’s West End back in 1999. But even if
you’ve already taken a chance on this musical, you’ve never
seen it quite like this. Produced by Connect Theatre,
Mama Mia’s dancing queens (and kings) are all high school
and university–aged youth who are giving a fresh voice to
this tried and true play. 

“I started this company because I wanted to give young
people a creative outlet,” says director Paula Penton. “I saw
there was a void to fill in Dundas and wanted to give young
people an opportunity to engage in something after school
other than sports that they could be passionate about and
take pride in. We listen to youth, while we embrace their
creative spirits and focus on building a supportive commu-
nity around something that we are all passionate about:
musical theatre.”

This is Connect Theatre’s third full–scale musical pro-
duction overall, and their first since receiving a grant from
Hamilton Community Foundation that enables the com-
pany to include youth who would be otherwise unable to
participate due to financial restrictions.

“A number of our cast members have been with us
since our first production. It is amazing to not only be able
to support youth, but to watch the members of our compa-

ny grow as people and artists year after year,” says Penton.
Though a few of the actors are around the age of the

characters they play, some get to show off their acting
chops in roles well beyond their age brackets.

“Stretching our young people to play characters who
are not their own age is nothing new for us,” says Peton.
“I’ve been doing high school musicals for many years. They
always rise to the challenge.”

Mama Mia will run at two separate venues: Dundas
Baptist Church from May 10–12 and Sir John A
MacDonald Secondary School on May 16 and 17. Connect
Theatre’s young cast has been rehearsing since October to
bring this show to life in their own unique way. 

“Come to the show because any theatre goer is going to
love our production,” says Penton. “But more importantly,
to show the young people that they are important and val-
ued members of the community. Supporting our production
will encourage them to keep working hard to achieve their
goals.” V

MAMA MIA
Presented by Connect Theatre

Playing at: Dundas Baptist Church
201 Governors Rd., Dundas

Showdates: May 10, & 11 @ 7PM,
May 11 & 12 @ 2PM;

Playing at: Sir John A. MacDonald Secondary School
130 York Blvd., Hamilton

May 16 and 17 @ 7PM
Tickets: $15

Box Office: 289-799-3035 or 
online at www.connecttheatre.com

MAMA MIA



UGLYDOLLS IS BASICALLY a rip–off of two huge ani-
mated family franchises, Toy Story and Minions,
with barely any of the wit or heart of either. Based
on the toy line this doesn’t turn out to be another
surprise like The LEGO Movie, instead UglyDolls is
bland. Which is disheartening considering that it’s
supposedly thematically about the importance
being different. While there are a few solid unex-
pected good gags that randomly happen every once
in a while the film is mostly indistinguishable from
other generic animated comedy musicals. Despite
the title this is not an ugly movie but it is a forget-
table one.

When dolls are rejected from the factory floor
they are sent down a chute to the land of
UglyVille. There a doll named Moxy (Kelly
Clarkson) dreams of finding a kid who will love her
for who she is, although her town’s Mayor, Ox

(Blake Shelton) tells her to stay home. Instead, she
grabs her friends, Lucky Bat (Leehom Wang), Ugly
Dog (Pitbull), Wage (Wanda Sykes) and Babo
(Gabriel Iglesias), and they crawl up the mysterious
chute. What they find is the Institute of Perfection,
led by the smooth talking Lou (Nick Jonas), who
prepares dolls for the outside world. While all of
the dolls in his world are perfect and human look-
ing the Ugly crew stand out like a sore thumb and
continually fail his tests. But Moxy unexpectedly
makes friends with one of the Perfection dolls,
Mandy (Janelle Monae), who realizes that Lou’s
way of life may be a lie. 

Clarkson had an inauspicious film career kick
off with From Justin to Kelly years ago and thankful-
ly this is better. She settles for an aw–shucks eter-
nal optimist loud tone that fits the tone of this
movie. Her co–judge from The Voice Shelton is

also very loud and dopey. In fact, loud and dopey is
the overriding tone of almost all the UglyDoll char-
acters although it is never extremely irritating.
Pitbull’s Ugly Dog is supposed to be the cool one
but ends up being kind of lame. Probably the only
cast member who actually manages the cool and
cute juxtaposition is Ice–T as Peggy an alarm clock
unicorn that sometimes seems irritated at the
prospect of starting a new day. Sykes also works
well mostly because her voice sounds inherently
funny coming from a weird looking doll. Jonas does
smug superiority decently as the design of his char-
acter has a perpetual condescending smirk. Out of
all of the characters, he’s the only one who has
something of an interesting backstory when his
motivation is revealed at the end. 

The songs are a bit of a stumble which isn’t
great since this is sold as a musical animated com-
edy. Animated musical comedies used to be huge
and yet lately animated efforts from Illumination,
Pixar and even freakin’ Disney have mostly
dropped the musical numbers. The tunes in
UglyDolls have an auto–tuned modern synth pop
vibe which falls short of the sweeping orchestral
songs of older animated musicals. The big duet
between Clarkson and Monae about how far they
can go is auto–tuned to blandness which is a shame
since they can both actually sing. The opening
number that Clarkson does is standard animated
musical fare of wishing there was something out
there but is still pretty good. Probably the best song
is from Jonas as Lou because it’s fun whenever a bad
guy sings about himself being awesome. He also
gets in one of the movie’s better extended jokes
when one of his cohorts is being dragged away and
Lou says they can’t help him even though they
clearly can. 

The animation isn’t exactly outstanding and
sometimes it looks dull as most of the movie is set

in the Institute of Perfection which is basically a
bland courtyard over a blue sky. Maybe they were
trying to save money. UglyTown fares better visual-
ly because everything is misshapen. There are some
good animated moments like when a big furnace
that looks like a chomping monster threatens to
devour Our Heroes, however the toys almost con-
sumed by mechanized flame was already done in
Toy Story 3. The UglyDolls ping–ponging between
emotional extremes feels very much like Minions.
When the town realizes that they are ugly rejects
they go into a dark depression which is funny but,
again, there’s a similar scene in Minions too. 

The writing has some laughs but nowhere near
as consistently hilarious as LEGO Movies have
been. Still some gags to land, Moxie happily trying
to crawl up the chute and not going anywhere is a
funny visual gag also a funny bit is one of the
UglyDolls gets all disoriented and freaked out by
the sameness of the Perfection housing. An incred-
ibly dumb line that gets a huge laugh is when Ox
says that he loves toys with literal names, saying
“Isn’t that right, Gibberish Cat?” as Gibberish Cat
responds by rambling nonsensically. If this was a
smarter movie they would have added Gibberish
Cat to the main roster instead of relegated to
throwaway gags. 

UglyDolls component pieces are awkwardly
cobbled together from better movies. It can’t even
coast by on being sweetly charming because it’s too
deliberately self-aware. One can’t hate UglyDolls
but it’s very easy to be underwhelmed by it.   V

UGLYDOLLS
HHIII

Director:  Kelly Asburyand
Starring: Kelly Clarkson, Nick Jonas 

and Janelle Monáe 

[ F I L M ] by ALBERT DESANTIS
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AMAZING GRACE HHHHH (Directed
by Alan Elliott, Sydney Pollack, runs 87)
Amazing Grace is a revelation, and I mean that
literally: Pollack's footage of Aretha Franklin
recording her eponymous 1972 gospel album
at the New Temple Missionary Baptist Church
in Los Angeles was thought to be unsalvage-
able due to synchronization issues. Digital
technology finally made it possible to line up
some 20 hours of film and audio, and by 2015
producer and co-director Elliott had shaped
the material into an hour-and-a-half-long per-
formance documentary... which Franklin
promptly filed an injunction against, arguing
that she hadn't given permission for the film to
be screened. (It was supposed to play TIFF
that year. It didn't.) Now, finally, it's back in

circulation, and it's electrifying from start to
finish - a record of an incandescent artist
singing the songs on which she was raised,
backed by an ecstatic choir and a band loaded
with talent. Over two nights, Franklin rolls
through a selection of gospel standards before
a rapt audience (Mick Jagger and Charlie
Watts can be seen in the crowd on the second
night), building in power from one song to the
next; her performance of the title song is even
more remarkable when you can see the effort
she's putting into it. Don't miss this. It's the
stuff of legend. (N.W.)

AVENGER’S ENDGAME HHHHH
(Directed by Anthony Russo, Joe Russo, runs
181) Avengers: Endgame is much less con-
cerned with momentum than last year's
Infinity War, at least in its initial movement.

It's about defeat, and grief, and what happens
when heroes are so badly beaten that they
don't want to get up again. For all of its galac-
tic scale, Endgame offers a study in small
moments between people who are suddenly
alone with themselves. And then someone
turns up with an idea, and hope is reintro-
duced to the world - at which point Avengers:
Endgame becomes something much more
familiar, not just in terms of its tone but in its
points of reference as well. When it finally fires
up its big plot engine, the movie plays like a
remix of Marvel's greatest hits, riffing on 40
hours of cinematic continuity and using the
elastic nature of its comic-book origins as a
strength. References pile upon references,
paths cross in unexpected ways, and by zoom-
ing in on the original Avengers - Iron Man
(Robert Downey Jr.), Captain America (Chris

Evans), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), the Black
Widow (Scarlett Johansson), Hawkeye (Jeremy
Renner) and the Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) - and not-
ing the ways in which they've changed since
we first met them, the movie's focus remains
intimate even as its stakes are massive. As
someone who's always looking for the artistry
rather than the machinery, I'm very happy to
have underestimated Endgame. Marvel - and
the Russos - saved their best stuff for last.
Some subtitles. (N.W.)

FIVE FEET APART HHHII
(Directed by Justin Baldoni, runs 116) Five
Feet Apart stars Cole Sprouse and Haley Lu
Richardson as 17-year-olds living with cystic
fibrosis. Stella (Richardson) and Will (Sprouse)
fall in love despite not being able to be physi-
cally close to each other because of their ill-

ness. They're an unlikely duo - he's rebellious
and doesn't care to follow his treatment, while
she's meticulously organized. As their feelings
intensify they're tempted to risk their lives and
give in to their attraction. Sprouse and
Richardson are strong representations of teens
losing themselves in love, believable enough
for the audience to remain interested through
the somewhat slow beginning of the film.
(M.L.)

THE GRIZZLIES HHHHH (Directed by
Miranda de Pencier, runs 106) The Grizzlies is
a straight-up sports movie about a teacher,
some kids and a dream. But it tells that story
with authenticity and heart, and that makes all
the difference: it scores. Director de Pencier
and screenwriter Moira Walley-Beckett and

SCHEDULE IN EFFECT MAY 10  — MAY 16, 2019 PPLLEEAASSEE NNOOTTEE:: LLIISSTTIINNGGSS AARREE SSUUBBJJEECCTT TTOO CCHHAANNGGEE
Please call ahead or check online to avoid disappointment.

AFTER (PG) FRI, MON-THURS 1:00, 3:05, 5:20,
7:15, 9:40; SAT-SUN 1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:15; 9:40
BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY (PG) FRI, MON-THURS
1:00, 3:10, 7:15, 9:10; SAT-SUN 11:00, 7:15, 9:10
THE CURSE  OF LLORONA (14A) FRI, MON-THURS
1:20, 5:40, 7:30, 9:20 SAT-SUN 3:30, 5:15, 7:10, 9:00
A DOG’S WAY HOME (G) SAT-SUN 11:10
FIVE FEET APART (PG) FRI, MON-THURS 1:00,
3:10, 7:10, 9:20; SAT 3:15, 7:20, 9:30; SUN 3:25,
7:20, 9:30
HOTEL MUMBAI (14A) FRI, SUN-THURS 1:00, 3:00,
5:00, 9:40; SAT 3:00, 5:00, 9:40
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN
WORLD () SAT-SUN 11:00, 1:10, 3:20
THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART (G) SAT-
SUN 11:30, 1:30
MISSING LINK (G) FRI, MON-THURS 5:20; SAT-
SUN 11:30, 1:20, 5:30 
UPSIDE (PG) FRI, MON-THURS 5:00, 7:20; SAT-
SUN 5:10, 7:25
US () FRI, MON-THURS 1:00, 3:20, 7:10, 9:20; SAT-
SUN 7:00, 9:10 
WONDER PARK (G) FRI, MON-THURS 3:25, 5:30;
SAT-SUN 11:20, 1:30, 3:15, 5:20

AVENGERS: ENDGAME () FRI,TUE 1:45, 6:00, 10:00;
SAT-SUN 10:00, 1:45, 6:00, 10:00; MON,WED-
THURS 6:00, 10:00
AVENGERS: ENDGAME 3D () FRI-SUN,TUE 2:30,
6:30, 10:30; MON,WED-THURS 3:30, 7:30
THE HUSTLE () FRI-SAT,TUE 12:10, 2:50, 6:10,
10:45; SUN 10:10, 12:10, 2:50, 6:10, 10:45; MON,
WED-THURS 3:35, 6:00, 10:35 
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3 -- PARABELLUM ()
THURS 7:15, 10:20
LONG SHOT () FRI-SUN,TUE 12:00, 5:10, 8:00,
10:50; MON,WED 4:00, 7:15, 10:10; THURS 4:00,
7:00, 10:10
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU () FRI 12:30, 4:30,
7:15, 10:20; SAT-SUN 10:30, 12:30, 4:30, 7:15,
10:20; MON,WED 4:10, 6:45, 9:50; TUE 12:30, 4:30,
7:15, 10:20; THURS 11:00, 4:10, 6:45
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU 3D () FRI-SAT
2:00, 3:00, 7:45, 9:50; SUN 2:00, 3:00, 7:45, 9:50;
MON,WED 4:40, 7:15, 9:20; TUE 2:00, 3:00, 7:45,
9:50; THURS 4:40, 9:20 

SHAZAM! () SAT-SUN 10:45
UGLYDOLLS () FRI,SUN,TUE 1:15, 3:45, 5:30, 8:30;
SAT 10:10, 1:15, 3:45, 5:30, 8:30; MON,WED-THURS
3:45, 8:20

AMAZING GRACE () FRI-SUN 7:00; MON-TUE 5:00
DECONSTRUCTING THE BEATLES: ABBEY ROAD-
SIDE 1 () THURS 7:00
EYES WIDE SHUT () SUN 9:00
THE MUSTANG () FRI 5:00; SAT 2:50; SUN 2:30
THE PUBLIC () SUN 4:30; MON-TUE 7:00
STOCKHOLM () FRI-SUN 9:00; MON-TUE 9:25
US () WED 9:00
WOMAN AT WAR () SAT 4:50
THE WOMAN WHO LOVES GIRAFFES () WED-
THURS 5:00
THE WORLD BEFORE YOUR FEET () WED 7:00

A DOG’S JOURNEY () THURS 6:00, 9:10
AVENGERS: ENDGAME () FRI-SUN 12:30, 4:30,
8:30; FRI,SUN-THURS 2:10, 4:50; FRI,SUN 2:00,
6:00, 10:00; SAT 10:00, 11:30, 2:00, 2:10, 4:50, 6:00,
10:00; MON-THURS 2:00, 6:00, 10:00; MON-WED
12:30, 4:30, 8:30; THURS 11:20, 3:10
AVENGERS: ENDGAME 3D () FRI-THURS 7:30,
10:10; FRI,SUN 2:30, 6:30, 10:30; SAT 10:30, 2:30,
6:30, 10:30; MON-THURS 2:30, 6:30, 10:30
AVENGERS: ENDGAME--THE IMAX 2D EXPERI-
ENCE () FRI-SAT 3:00, 11:00; SUN 2:50, 10:45;
MON-THURS 2:50, 10:45
AVENGERS: ENDGAME--THE IMAX 3D EXPERI-
ENCE () FRI-SAT 11:00, 7:00; SUN 11:00, 6:45;
MON-THURS 11:00, 6:45 
THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA () FRI-THURS 9:30
THE GRIZZLIES () FRI,SUN-TUE 1:45, 4:50, 7:35,
10:25; SAT 4:50, 7:35, 10:25; WED 1:30, 4:50, 7:35,
10:25; THURS 12:30, 3:15
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3 -- PARABELLUM ()
THURS 7:00, 10:00
LONG SHOT () FRI-TUE,THURS 1:30, 4:30, 7:45,
10:40; WED 1:00, 4:30, 7:45, 10:40 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: DIALOGUES DES
CARMELITES () SAT 12:00 
POMS () FRI,SUN-THURS 12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 7:40,
9:55; SAT 10:50, 12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 7:40, 9:55
TOLKIEN () FRI-TUE,THURS 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10;
WED 1:00, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10

UGLYDOLLS () FRI,SUN 1:00, 4:00, 7:00; SAT 10:20,
1:00, 4:00, 7:00; MON-TUE,THURS 1:00, 4:00, 7:00;
WED 1:10, 4:00, 7:00 

A DOG’S JOURNEY () THURS 7:15, 10:10
AVENGERS: ENDGAME () FRI 4:30, 6:00, 8:30,
10:00; SAT 10:30, 1:00, 2:30, 5:00, 6:30, 9:00, 10:30;
SUN 1:00, 2:30, 5:00, 6:30, 9:00, 10:30; MON-WED
6:00, 7:30, 10:00; THURS 6:00, 10:00
AVENGERS: ENDGAME 3D () FRI 2:30, 4:00, 6:30,
8:00, 10:30; SAT 11:00, 12:30, 3:00, 4:30, 7:00, 8:30,
11:00; SUN 12:30, 2:00, 4:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:00;
MON-THURS 6:30, 8:00, 10:30
BREAKTHROUGH () FRI 4:15, 7:15, 10:00; SAT-
SUN 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:00; MON 7:15, 10:00;
TUE-WED 6:55, 9:40
BUMBLEE (PG) SAT 11:00 
CAPTAIN MARVEL () FRI 7:10, 10:10; SAT 7:30,
10:40; SUN 7:30, 10:30; MON 10:30; TUE 6:45, 9:45;
WED 10:20
DUMBO () FRI 4:20; SUN 1:50, 4:40
THE HUSTLE () FRI 3:05, 5:30, 7:55, 10:25; SAT
12:30, 3:15, 5:35, 8:00, 10:35; SUN 12:30, 3:10, 5:35,
8:00, 10:30; MON-THURS 8:00, 10:30; THURS 1:00
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3 -- PARABELLUM ()
THURS 7:20, 10:25
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU () FRI 5:10; SAT-
SUN 11:50, 2:30, 5:10; THURS 1:00
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU 3D () FRI-SUN
7:50, 10:30; MON-TUE 7:30, 10:10; WED-THURS
7:30, 10:10
LONG SHOT () FRI 4:30, 7:25, 10:25; SAT 1:35, 4:30,
7:25, 10:25; SUN 1:30, 4:30, 7:25, 10:25; MON-
THURS 7:25, 10:25 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: DIALOGUES DES
CARMELITES () SAT 12:00 
POMS () FRI 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00; SAT-SUN 12:40,
3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00; MON-WED 7:40, 10:00;
THURS 1:10, 7:40, 10:00
SHADOW OF A DOUBT () WED 7:00
SHAZAM! () FRI-THURS 10:05
THE SUN IS ALSO A STAR () THURS 7:10, 9:45
TOLKIEN () FRI 4:00, 7:00, 9:50; SAT-SUN 1:00,
4:00, 7:00, 9:50; MON-WED 7:05, 9:55; THURS 1:15,
7:05, 9:55
UGLYDOLLS () FRI 3:10, 5:25, 7:45; SAT-SUN 12:45,
3:10, 5:25, 7:45; MON-THURS 7:45
WHAT WE LEFT BEHIND: LOOKING BACK AT
DEEP SPACE NINE () MON 7:00

AVENGERS: ENDGAME () FRI-SUN 3:00; SAT 10:00,
2:00, 6:00, 10:00; SUN 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; MON-
THURS 8:00
AVENGERS: ENDGAME 3D () FRI 2:30, 6:30, 7:00,
10:30, 11:00; SAT 10:30, 11:00, 2:30, 6:30, 7:00,
10:30, 11:00; SUN 2:30, 6:30, 7:00,10:25, 10:55;
MON-THURS 6:30, 7:00, 10:20, 10:50
BREAKTHROUGH () FRI-SAT 1:35, 4:20, 7:10,
9:55; SUN 1:35, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50; MON-WED 7:10,
9:55
BUMBLEE (PG) SAT 10:00 
CAPTAIN MARVEL 3D () FRI-TUE 6:45, 9:40; WED
9:40
DUMBO () FRI,SUN 1:00, 3:50; SAT 10:20, 1:00, 3:50
THE HUSTLE () FRI 12:30, 2:55, 5:30, 8:00, 10:35;
SAT 10:10, 12:30, 2:55, 5:30, 8:00, 10:35; SUN 12:30,
2:55, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30; MON-THURS 7:55, 10:30
THE INTRUDER (14A) FRI-SUN 12:40, 3:10, 5:40,
8:10, 10:45; MON-WED 8:00, 10:40; THURS 8:00,
10:35
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3 -- PARABELLUM ()
THURS 7:35, 10:40
LONG SHOT () FRI,SUN 1:30, 4:25, 7:20, 10:15; SAT
10:40, 1:30, 4:25, 7:20, 10:15; MON-THURS 7:25,
10:10 
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU () FRI,SUN 12:00,
2:35, 5:10; SAT 10:50, 11:45, 2:20, 5:05 
POKÈMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU 3D () FRI-SAT
7:45, 10:25; SUN 7:45, 10:20; MON-THURS 7:40,
10:15
SHADOW OF A DOUBT () WED 7:00
SHAZAM! () FRI-SAT 9:50; SUN 9:45; MON-THURS
9:30
THE SUN IS ALSO A STAR () THURS 7:15, 9:45
UGLYDOLLS () FRI,SUN 12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:35; SAT
10:30, 12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:35; MON-THURS 7:20 

HIGH LIFE (R) SAT-SUN 9:15; TUE-WED 6:30
HOTEL MUMBAI (R) FRI-SUN 3:30, 6:30; TUE 6:30;
WED 9:00
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN
WORLD (G) SAT-SUN 1:00
INSTANT DREAMS (14A) FRI 9:15
MAD MAX 1979 (R) MON 6:45
ROAD WARRIOR (R) MON 9:00

THE WESTDALE
1014 King St. W., Hamilton.
905.577.007      thewestdale.ca

SILVERCITY MOUNTAIN
795 Paramount Dr., Hamilton
905.560.02   cineplex.com

SILVERCITY BURLINGTON
1250 Brant, Burlington
905.319.8677 cineplex.com

SILVERCITY ANCASTER
771 Golf Links Rd., Ancaster.
905.304.5888      cineplex.com

PLAYHOUSE CINEMA
177 Sherman Ave. N., Hamilton.
905.545.8888   playhousecinema.com

LANDMARK CINEMAS 6 JACKSON SQUARE
2 King St. W., Hamilton
905.526.8131 landmarkcinemas.com

CINE STARZ UPPER CANADA PLACE
460 Brant, Burlington

cinestarz.ca
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Graham Yost enhance their familiar
narrative with a real sense of place,
thoughtfully fleshed-out characters
and a refusal to back away from the
cold truths at its core. Yes, this is a
movie about a high-school teacher
(Ben Schnetzer) who established a
lacrosse team in tiny Kugluktuk,
Nunavut, to give his neglected stu-
dents a sense of pride and identity,
but it's also about an overwhelmed,
under-equipped kid willing to do any-
thing to break his charges out of their
cycle of despair and give them a rea-
son to live. Making her feature direc-
torial debut after years as a writer and
producer, de Pencier leans into the
momentum of her underdog narrative
while giving her young cast room to
create characters that resonate. The
students are played by a combination
of seasoned actors and non-profes-
sionals; Emerald MacDonald, Ricky
Marty-Pahtaykan and Twilight's
Booboo Stewart are particular stand-
outs. Some subtitles. (N.W.) 

HOTEL MUMBAI
HHHHI (Directed by Anthony
Maras, runs 125) Hotel Mumbai is
about the four-day terrorist attack in
India's most populous city in 2008,
and one of the targets was the opu-
lent Taj Mahal Palace Hotel. Based
on true events, director Maras's debut
feature revisits the attacks, switching
between several points of view,
including those of the gunmen, a
loyal hotel waiter (Dev Patel) and an
interracial American couple (Armie
Hammer and Nazanin Boniadi) visit-
ing with their baby and nanny in tow.
Although audiences who remember
watching the news during this time
will know how things end, Maras
manages to sustain the tension,
thanks in part to Volker Bertelmann's
haunting score. The ensemble cast is
excellent, with Patel giving a particu-
larly moving performance. Empathy
and emotions certainly run high in
this two-hour nail-biter. Subtitled.
(M.D.S.)

MISSING LINK 
HHHHI (Directed by Chris
Butler, runs 95) Missing Link is a
lighter, slighter work from Laika
Studios, the stop-motion house
behind the more mature-minded fea-
tures Coraline, ParaNorman, The
Boxtrolls and Kubo And The Two
Strings - but there's nothing wrong
with that. In fact, the movie's
unapologetic charm is an unexpected
strength, bouncing goofily around the
globe as 19th-century English explor-
er Sir Lionel Frost (Hugh Jackman,
suitably vainglorious) travels to the
Pacific Northwest in search of a
sasquatch (Zach Galifianakis, per-
fectly cast) who wants his help find-
ing his Himalayan cousins, the Yetis.
In short order, Sir Lionel and his hairy
friend - whom he calls Mr. Link - are
joined on their journey by fellow
adventurer Adelina Fortnight (Zoe
Saldana), all trying to stay ahead of a

sleazy rival (Timothy Olyphant). As
the movie rambles along,
writer/director Butler treats us to a
series of charming, occasionally daz-
zling sequences created with Laika's
usual attention to detail and fond-
ness for eccentric character design;
five features in, the studio is shaping
up to be as distinct in its stop-motion
vision as England's gold-standard
Aardman... if perhaps not as
obsessed with puns. (N.W.)

SHAZAM! HHHHI
(Directed by David Sandbert, runs
132) Shazam! makes all the super-
heroic business wait because, as it
turns out, watching kids playing with
super powers for shits and giggles
can be way more fun. The DC char-
acter formerly known as Captain
Marvel is a teen orphan named Billy
(Asher Angel) who morphs into a
puffed-up adult with a cape and
lightning-bolt-emblazoned tights
(played with perfect exuberance by
Zachary Levi). The movie approaches
the classic superhero shenanigans as
a teen might, with excitement and
wonder that feel refreshing. It also
boasts that trendy term "irreverent
humour," poking fun at everything
from geeky superhero obsessions to
the very fact that Billy's alter ego
lacks a name (that Captain Marvel
history has legal complications). The
irreverent humour here is not at all
like Deadpool, which takes jabs at
itself and the whole genre in such
relentless and cynical ways that it left
me feeling like a dead carcass on the
way out. Instead, the satire in
Shazam! is sincere and affectionate.
The whole movie is, actually. It's the
rare superhero movie with a lot of
heart. (R.S.)

US HHHHI
(Directed by Jordan Peele, runs 116)
Us may not feel as revolutionary as
writer/director Peele's first feature,
Get Out, but it's still a damn good
horror movie - smart, sharp, artfully
made and entirely entertaining, even
if the last beats don't land perfectly.
Both smaller and larger in scale than
its predecessor, Us focuses on the
Wilson family - parents Adelaide and
Gabe (Black Panther co-stars Lupita
Nyong'o and Winston Duke), teenage
Zora (Shahadi Wright Joseph) and
younger Jason (Evan Alex) - vacation-
ing at their summer house in Santa
Cruz, where they're confronted by
menacing versions of themselves.
Peele takes his time laying the
groundwork, establishing the family's
dynamic and the specific quirks of
their environment before the weird-
ness arrives - but once it does, Us
grabs you and doesn't let go, staying
with the Wilsons as the world goes
mad around them. A final movement
gives us more information than we
need, diffusing the tension some-
what, but Nyong'o's riveting perform-
ance - performances, really - holds
the film together all the way to the
end. (N.W.) 
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HYPNOSIS HYPNOSIS

MEDIA MEDIA

FLOWERS ...
The Perfect Gift

for hard to buy for people!
Get them a Bouquet-A-Month
for 3 - 6 months, and we’ll do

FREE DELIVERY!
We also do custom floral

arrangements. 
Chedoke Flowers

945 Garth, Hamilton
905.387.5773

www.chedokeflowers.com.

FLORISTS

This space can be yours
for only $36.00 + hst!

Dear EarthTalk: I need to
replace the wall-to-wall
carpeting in my basement.
Any tips for finding some-
thing new that won’t aggra-
vate my allergies or other-
wise pollute my indoor air?
—Jasper Manheim

Carpeting is an oft–overlooked
culprit when it comes to com-
promised indoor air quality, but
the chemicals used to produce
it are typically far from natural.
According to the non–profit
Environmental Working
Group (EWG), most carpeting
is made from synthetic fibers
derived from non–renewable
petroleum-based sources and
emits harmful volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) into the
air.

Meanwhile, carpet backing
is typically made from synthet-
ic rubber derived from styrene
and butadiene, also respiratory
irritants. And that new carpet
smell we know so well comes
from the off–gassing of 4–PCH,
a potent VOC byproduct of the
synthetic rubber manufacturing
process known to cause respira-
tory problems, eye irritation
and rashes. EWG adds that it
can also react with other chem-
icals to produce formaldehyde,
a known human carcinogen.

Likewise, the glues and
sealants used to install most
wall–to–wall carpeting come
chock full of more VOCs and
in some cases, toxic petroleum-
based solvents. To add insult to
injury, the waterproofing and
anti–microbial treatments now
common in everyday carpeting
have been linked to cancer,
birth defects and hormone dis-
ruption. Last but not least, car-
pet padding is typically made
from scraps of polyurethane
recycled from older furniture
and mattresses — and as such
likely contains carcinogenic
chemical flame retardants now
banned in new furniture.

Well that’s all well and
good, but what choices do we
have? Actually, lots. Carpeting

labeled with the Carpet & Rug
Institute’s “Green Label Plus”
or UL Environment’s
“Greenguard” emit low
amounts of VOCs and as such
are safer for you and your fami-
ly. Wool is the most common
eco–friendly choice, but jute
and cotton varieties are coming
on strong. Stay away from stain
fighting, waterproofing or
antimicrobial treatments. For
carpet padding, go with felt
rather than synthetic rubber.
And make sure to use
low–emitting, non–solvent
adhesives and/or fasteners dur-
ing installation.

No matter what kind of
carpeting you end up with,
make sure to vacuum it regular-
ly—the American Lung
Association recommends at
least 3x/week with a HEPA fil-
ter-equipped vacuum—to
remove dust, allergens and pol-
lutants that you (or your pets)
might track in. “Carpets are …
the perfect environment to
harbor dust mites, mold and
mildew, which are all common
allergens,” reports EWG.

One way to avoid all of
these issues entirely is to forego
carpeting altogether and go
with tile, wood, cork or natural
linoleum flooring with
low–VOC sealant. They don’t
off–gas VOCs or harbor aller-
gens and pollutants, and they’re
easy to clean while lasting
decades longer than carpeting
anyway. Throw down a few
wool area rugs (easily cleaned
outside) and you’ll be good —
and green — to go.

CONTACTS: EWG,
www.ewg.org; Green Label Plus,
carpet-rug.org/testing/green-label-
plus; Greenguard, greenguard.org;
CARE, carpetrecovery.org;
Earth911, search.earth911.com.

EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. To
donate, visit www.earthtalk.org.
Send questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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AISLYN
East Hamilton
905.921.0915

WHERE MEN COME TO 
MEET REAL MEN
Karel’s Steam Baths

905.549.9666
www.hamiltonsteam.com

ADULT CHAT LINES

ADULT MASSAGE COMPANIONS

ADULT CHAT LINES ADULT CHAT LINES

☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯

JENNIFER
40 Years Old

289.880.9158
Outcalls Only • Cash Only

Gentlemen Preferred • Safe

To book your classified ad
email: classad@viewmag.com

#1 SEXIEST CHAT. It’s FREE to try! 18+
Ham: 905.297.6666  Nia: 905.682.3222
Nightline, Your After Party Starts Now.

nightlinechat.com

Explore your fantasies with local singles!
Try it FREE! 18+ 905.667.8118

Night Exchange, Where Erotic Adults
Come To Play.nightexchange.com

CALL • CLICK • CONNECT
with local women and men in your area.

Call QUEST for your absolutely FREE trial! 18+
Ham: 905.667.5555  Nia: 905.228.5000

Questchat.com

ADULT CLASSIFIEDS
KING  SHERMAN SAUNA
Hamilton’s #1 Licensed Spa

Come say hello to 
Lily, Alexia & Raven! 

Mon to Sat 10am-1am
893 King St. E., Hamilton

905-545-5030
Hiring-License Fee Assistance
www.kingshermansauna.com

Classified Ad Booking
Deadline 

is Monday at 5pm.

To book a classified ad
classad@viewmag.com

905.527.3343 x104

dARIES (March 21–April 19): Time to shake things
up! In the next three weeks, I invite you to try at least
three of the following experiments. 1. See unusual
sights in familiar situations. 2. Seek out new music that
both calms you and excites you. 3. Get an inspiring
statue or image of a favourite deity or hero. 4. Ask for a
message from the person you will be three years from
now. 5. Use your hands and tongue in ways you don’t
usually use them. 6. Go in quest of a cathartic release
that purges frustration and rouses holy passion. 7.
Locate the sweet spot where deep feeling and deep
thinking overlap.

hTAURUS (April 20–May 20): According to sci-
ence writer Sarah Zielinski in Smithsonian mag-

azine, fireflies produce the most efficient light on plan-
et Earth. Nearly 100 percent of the energy produced by
the chemical reaction inside the insect’s body is emit-
ted as a brilliant glow. With that in mind, I propose
that you regard the firefly as your spirit creature in the
coming weeks. According to my reading of the astro-
logical omens, you, too, will be a dynamic and profi-
cient generator of luminosity. For best results, don’t
tone down your brilliance, even if it illuminates shad-
ows people are trying to hide.

iGEMINI (May 21–June 20): Here’s a message
from author Susan J. Elliott: “This is not your

week to run the Universe. Next week is not looking so
good either.” Now here’s a message from me: Elliott’s
revelation is very good news! Since you won’t have to
worry about trying to manage and fine–tune the
Universe, you can focus all your efforts on your own
self–care. And the coming weeks will be a favourable
time to do just that. You’re due to dramatically upgrade
your understanding of what you need to feel healthy
and happy, and then take the appropriate measures to
put your new insights into action.

jCANCER (June 21–July 22): The next three
weeks will be an excellent time to serve as your

own visionary prophet and dynamic fortune–teller.
The predictions and conjectures you make about your
future destiny will have an 85 percent likelihood of
being accurate. They will also be relatively free of fear
and worries. So I urge you to give your imagination per-
mission to engage in fun fantasies about what’s ahead
for you. Be daringly optimistic and exuberantly hopeful
and brazenly self–celebratory.

kLEO (July 23–Aug. 22): Leo poet Stanley
Kunitz told his students, “You must be very care-

ful not to deprive the poem of its wild origin.” That’s
useful advice for anyone who spawns anything, not just
poets. There’s something unruly and unpredictable
about every creative idea or fresh perspective that rises
up in us. Do you remember when you first felt the urge
to look for a new job or move to a new city or search
for a new kind of relationship? Wildness was there at
the inception. And you needed to stay in touch with
the wildness so as to follow through with practical
action. That’s what I encourage you to do now.
Reconnect with the wild origins of the important
changes you’re nurturing.

lVIRGO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22): I have no complaints
about the measures you’ve taken recently to push

past unnecessary limits and to break outworn taboos. In
fact, I celebrate them. Keep going! You’ll be better off
without those decaying constraints. Soon you’ll begin
using all the energy you have liberated and the spa-
ciousness you have made available. But I do have one
concern: I wonder if part of you is worried that you
have been too bold and have gone too far. To that part
of you I say: No! You haven’t been too bold. You
haven’t gone too far.

aLIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 22): “Dreamt of a past that
frees its prisoners.” So wrote Meena Alexander in

her poem “Question Time.” I’d love for you to have
that experience in the coming weeks. I’d love for you
be released from the karma of your history so that you

no longer have to repeat old patterns or feel weighed
down by what happened to you once upon a time. I’d
love for you to no longer have to answer to decayed tra-
ditions and outmoded commitments and lost causes.
I’d love for you to escape the pull of memories that tend
to drag you back toward things that can’t be changed
and don’t matter any more.

bSCORPIO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21): “Desire is a pro-
foundly upsetting force,” writes author Elspeth

Probyn. “It may totally rearrange what we think we
want. Desire skews plans and sets forth unthought–of
possibilities.” In my opinion, Probyn’s statements are
half–true. The other half of the truth is that desire can
also be a profoundly healing and rejuvenating force,
and for the same reasons: it rearranges what we think
we want, alters plans, and unleashes unthought–of pos-
sibilities. How does all this relate to you? From what I
can tell, you are now on the cusp of desire’s two over-
lapping powers. What happens next could be upsetting
or healing, disorienting or rejuvenating. If you’d like to
emphasize the healing and rejuvenating, I suggest you
treat desire as a sacred gift and a blessing.

cSAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22–Dec. 21): “So much of
what we learn about love is taught by people

who never really loved us.” My Sagittarian friend Ellen
made that sad observation. Is it true for you? Ellen
added the following thoughts: so much of what we
learn about love is taught by people who were too nar-
cissistic or wounded to be able to love very well; and by
people who didn’t have many listening skills and there-
fore didn’t know enough about us to love us for who we
really are; and by people who love themselves poorly
and so of course find it hard to love anyone else. Is any
of this applicable to what you have experienced,
Sagittarius? If so, here’s an antidote that I think you’ll
find effective during the next seven weeks: identify the
people who have loved you well and the people who
might love you well in the future — and then vow to
learn all you can from them.

gCAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19): Capricorn
fantasy novelist Laini Taylor creates imaginary

worlds where heroines use magic and wiles to follow
their bliss while wrangling with gods and rascals. In
describing her writing process, she says, “Like a magpie,
I am a scavenger of shiny things: fairy tales, dead lan-
guages, weird folk beliefs, and fascinating religions.”
She adds, “I have plundered tidbits of history and lore
to build something new, using only the parts that light
my mind on fire.” I encourage you to adopt her strate-
gies for your own use in the coming weeks. Be alert for
gleaming goodies and tricky delicacies and alluring
treats. Use them to create new experiences that thrill
your imagination. I believe the coming weeks will be
an excellent time to use your magic and wiles to follow
your bliss while wrangling with gods and rascals.

eAQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18): “I was always
asking for the specific thing that wasn’t mine,”

wrote poet Joanne Kyger. “I wanted a haven that was-
n’t my own.” If there is any part of you that resonates
with that defeatist perspective, Aquarius, now is an
excellent time to begin outgrowing or transforming it.
I guarantee you that you’ll have the potency you need
to retrain yourself: so that you will more and more ask
for specific things that can potentially be yours; so that
you will more and more want a haven that can be your
own.

fPISCES (Feb. 19–March 20): I’m not a fan of
nagging. I don’t like to be nagged and I scrupu-

lously avoid nagging others. And yet now I will break
my own rules so as to provide you with your most accu-
rate and helpful horoscope. According to my analysis of
the astrological omens, you aren’t likely to get what you
truly need and deserve in the coming days unless you
engage in some polite, diplomatic nagging. So see what
you can do to employ nagging as a graceful, even
charming art. For best results, infuse it with humour
and playfulness. V
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The Best of Food awards recognize the restaurants, pubs and any other eaterys in the Greater Hamilton Area and Burlington
that you feel are the best. Make your voice heard. If you think you know what’s best, fill out this form and deliver or mail it to
our office at: 
337700 MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett WWeesstt,, HHaammiillttoonn,, OONN.. LL88PP 11KK22..
One of the nice things about having an opinion about what’s best is that you will be entered into our contest with…

Sorry, no nepotism: employees of VIEW and their immediate family members don’t qualify for prizes, although they may vote. All ballots are
audited by our accountant to ensure accuracy of tabulation and guard against double ballots. Winners will be notified by phone one week prior

to the publication of VIEW’s Best of Food special issue, which appears July 18th, 2019

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________ Province: __________ Postal Code: ______________

Day Phone: _______________  Eve. Phone:__________________________________

A CHANCE TO

WIN
GREAT PRIZES!

All completed entries wwiitthh 2200 oorr mmoorree ppiicckkss
qualify you for the chance to win one of the
prizes. Send your survey today! One survey per
person (your name and address will be kept
confidential). Deadline for submitting your sur-
vey is May 31st, 2019

Send your completed survey to:
BEST OF OF FOOD C/O VIEW WEEKLY
370 Main Street West, 
Hamilton, ON, L8P 1K2

H 11sstt PPRRIIZZEE $$550000 wwoorrtthh ooff RReessttaauurraanntt GGiifftt CCaarrddss
H 22nndd PPRRIIZZEE $$225500 wwoorrtthh ooff RReessttaauurraanntt GGiifftt CCaarrddss
H 33rrdd PPRRIIZZEE $$110000 wwoorrtthh ooff RReessttaauurraanntt GGiifftt CCaarrddss

Best Restaurant in Hamilton
........................................................................
Best Restaurant in Burlington
........................................................................
Best New Restaurant in Hamilton
........................................................................
Best New Restaurant in Burlington
........................................................................
Best Lunch Under $10
........................................................................
Best Late Night Restaurant
........................................................................
Best Date Restaurant
........................................................................
Best Prix Fixe Restaurant
........................................................................
Best Kid-Friendly Restaurant
........................................................................
Best Chef.........................................................

Best Burger.....................................................
Best Gourmet Burger......................................
Best Veggie Burger.........................................
Best Chicken Wings........................................
Best Fish & Chips............................................
Best Hot Dog...................................................
Best Grilled Cheese.........................................
Best Beef Dip..................................................
Best Pub Pie..................................................
Best Breakfast Sandwich...............................
Best Pancakes/Waffles..................................
Best Eggs Benedict.........................................
Best Omelette.................................................
Best Sub..........................................................
Best Pita/Wrap................................................
Best Gyro.........................................................
Best Shawarma..............................................
Best Falafel.....................................................
Best Kebab......................................................
Best Souvlaki..................................................
Best Smoked Meat..........................................
Best Pasta.......................................................
Best Pizza (Independent)...............................
Best Pizza (Chain)...........................................

Best Pizza Slice...............................................
Best Soup........................................................
Best Nachos....................................................
Best Ramen.....................................................
Best Tacos.......................................................
Best Burritos...................................................
Best Fish Tacos...............................................
Best Fries........................................................
Best Poutine....................................................
Best Appetizers / Tapas..................................
Best Charcuterie.............................................
Best Salad.......................................................
Best Mussels..................................................
Best Oysters....................................................
Best Calamari.................................................
Best Steak.......................................................
Best Steak Frites.............................................
Best Ribs.........................................................
Best BBQ.........................................................
Best Chicken...................................................
Best Pulled Pork.............................................
Best Seafood...................................................
Best Pad Thai..................................................
Best Curry.......................................................
Best Vegetarian..............................................
Best Vegan......................................................
Best Sushi.......................................................
Best Dim Sum.................................................
Best Perogies..................................................
Best Bagels.....................................................
Best Desserts..................................................
Best Cupcake..................................................
Best Donuts....................................................
Best Ice Cream................................................
Best Gelato......................................................
Best Frozen Yogurt..........................................

Best Mexican..................................................
Best Latin American.......................................
Best Caribbean...............................................
Best Jamaican................................................
Best Italian......................................................
Best French.....................................................
Best German...................................................

Best European.................................................
Best Mediterranean........................................
Best Polish......................................................
Best Portuguese.............................................
Best Greek......................................................
Best Middle Eastern........................................
Best Indian......................................................
Best Asian.......................................................
Best Chinese...................................................
Best Thai.........................................................
Best Vietnamese.............................................
Best Japanese................................................
Best Korean....................................................

Best Breakfast................................................
Best Brunch....................................................
Best Café.........................................................
Best Diner........................................................
Best Deli..........................................................
Best Bistro......................................................
Best Fine Dining..............................................
Best Pub Food.................................................
Best All You Can Eat........................................
Best Take Out..................................................
Best Food Truck..............................................
Best Patio / Outdoor Seating..........................
Best Decor / Ambiance...................................
Best Business Lunch......................................

Best Coffee (chain).........................................
Best Coffee (independant)..............................
Best Espresso.................................................
Best Latte........................................................
Best Tea..........................................................
Best Tea Selection..........................................
Best Bubble Tea..............................................
Best Smoothie.................................................
Best Milkshake..............................................
Best Beer Selection.......................................
Best Craft Beer................................................
Best Craft Brewery..........................................
Best Winery.....................................................
Best Pint..........................................................
Best Caesar (Drink)........................................

Best Martini....................................................
Best Shooters.................................................
Best Scotch Selection.....................................
Best Cocktails.................................................
Best Wine List.................................................
Best International Foods...............................
Best Green Grocer...........................................
Best Butcher...................................................
Best Bakery.....................................................
Best Fishmonger.............................................
Best Cheese Purveyor.....................................
Best Bulk Food Store......................................
Best Health Food Store...................................
Best Local Produce.........................................
Best Candy Store............................................
Best Organic Selection...................................
Best Vegetarian Groceries.............................
Best Catering..................................................
Best Brew Your Own Beer...............................
Best Make Your Own Wine..............................
Best Food Delivery..........................................
Best (Fill in the blank)....................................

VOTE NOW FOR VIEW’S BEST OF FOOD 2019


