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LAST SUNDAY, NEWS broke that the
largely–reviled head of the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
Kirstjen Nielsen was being unceremo-
niously booted from her post. The tim-
ing made a lot of sense, given
President Trump’s harshest reboot yet
of his anti–immigrant, anti–asylum
seeker rhetoric that had flooded the
media landscape in the days previous.
In addition to labeling asylum–seekers
animals, Trump in his classic way,
made a deranged and almost impossi-
ble threat to shut down the
U.S.–Mexico border entirely. As
Trump was deciding to double down
on his brutish ideas of how to handle
immigration, Nielsen was deemed no
longer fit for the job. She had been the
public face of Trump’s most notorious
immigration strategy, the separating of
parents from their children at the bor-
der. In the days following her ‘resigna-
tion’, Nielsen has tried to get the word

out that she really is a good person
after all. Sources have suggested that
she routinely found herself trying to
explain to Trump that his hardline was
legally impossible and politically irre-
sponsible. However, reporting seems
to stop short of suggesting that Nielsen
had genuine moral and ethical objec-
tions, rather that his worst ideas (the
ones he loves most dearly) would not
be implementable. As Nielsen exits,
it’s important that she not emerge
unscathed here. She was at the helm
for one of the darkest episodes in mod-
ern American history, and her willing-
ness to engage with these hateful tac-
tics has likely set the table for things
to only get worse from here.

And get worse they will. Enter one
Stephen Miller, proud white national-
ist and ardent supporter of the harsh
border policies. As Trump’s desires
now centre on shutting down as many
asylum claims as possible, while mak-

ing conditions on the border purpose-
ly inhumane, Miller seems downright
giddy to play his part. Trump has told
him he’s now in charge on immigra-
tion policy, and that move alone
should frighten anyone concerned
with the well–being of those stuck on
the border.

What we can plainly see in these
latest developments is the makings of
Trump’s desperate and cruel strategy to
eek out another election win in 2020.
After a midterm campaign filled with
lies about a looming invasion from the
south, there’s nowhere for him to go
but deeper into the mess. Besides, it’s
clear that this is more than just a strat-
egy, this is what the man wants, what
he believes. Not only does he want to
show his faithful supporters that he is
‘keeping his promises’, he wants this
chaos on the border. He wants the suf-
fering, because in addition to not hav-
ing a single ounce of empathy for these

people, he wants to create a crisis so
he can claim there’s a crisis. The worse
it gets, the less room there is to talk
about anything else. It’s not just that
Trump, rightly or wrongly, thinks this
is his winning issue, it’s that he wants
it to be.

Beyond that, the issue of border
control is Trump’s most blatant gamut
to fundamentally assault the institu-
tions of power and the judiciary,
which are constraining his worst (and
his favourite) impulses. He wants only
the harshest, cruelest policies, not
only because it’s what he believes, but
precisely because they’ll be opposed.
In the courts, they’ll likely be defeat-
ed, as they have been before. But,
that’s what the man wants. In 2020,
he’s not running just to build a wall,
he’s running to attack the very legiti-
macy of any other form of power in the
United States. He wants to ramp up
the ire and hatred of his supporters
towards immigrants and asylum–seek-
ers, so that he can refract that anger
onto his opponents, the legislative
branch, the courts, and the founda-

tional rule of law. It’s not easy to see
what he actually hopes to achieve by
doing this, but it is easy to see that it is
what he’s doing. Does Trump truly
hope to be an authoritarian dictator?
Does he plan to declare an election
defeat invalid? We can’t yet know.
But, he’s at least attempting to forge
the path. Perhaps, Trump is so irate
about what he sees as any constraint
on his power and authority, that his
sole goal now is not to actually get
anything in particular done, but rather
to only try to obliterate as many of
these constraints as possible. And, for
a man like Trump, if people he sees as
animals suffer in the meantime, all the
better. 

There is a darkness in which all of
Trump’s political strategies and beliefs
are swimming in, but it is bleakest
when it comes to this particular issue.
He seems to revel in his own cruelty,
bask in his ability to want the chaos,
want the pain. Now, we’re going to see
just how bad he can make it, and
hopefully, just how strong the opposi-
tion to it can be. V

Dear editor,
I have read View for about twenty years,
irregularly but as steadily as possible, and
have appreciated its consistent publica-
tion of Citizens At City Hall (CATCH)
and the good work that Don McLean has
and continues to do as well as its gener-
ous coverage of local music. As an inde-
pendent newspaper, especially in a city
where the labour movement has been
strong, I have, finally, appreciated its
left–of–centre perspective on a variety of
cultural and political issues. Knowing
these things, knowing some of the histo-
ry of the magazine, I was both surprised
and appalled to read an article from the
business council of British Columbia,
touting the need for more pipelines
throughout Turtle Island. I expected to
read as much in the main–stream media,
such as the Hamilton Spectator, but to find
it in an independent newspaper, without
any countervailing evidence, only indi-
cates how far journalism and news
reportage have sunk.

As for the article itself, what’s, among
other things, repellent is the way the
authors use language to hide what’s actu-
ally being said: concern for one’s own and
others’ habitat is re–cast as ‘endless
navel–gazing and hand–wringing on

environmental performance’ and an
insistence on such concern be observed
through the study and observation of
extractive processes’ effects on the envi-
ronment is now considered the ‘continu-
ous “re–vitalizing” of project review
processes’. What else can people, who are
thinking of people as so much more than
vehicles to profit, do but insist on
re–vitalization, on living–again, in the
face of the largest set of pollution projects
on Earth? In terms of those other things,
pipelines are problematic, to say the least,
and shipping by rail is no solution at all,
especially in an economy and society that
should be shrinking its carbon footprint.
We do not need to follow the American
lead in terms of energy production and
development but can chart our own, as
those south of us can, too, led by the orig-
inal people of Turtle Island and their
visions.

I would ask that, in future issues, you
print evidence that balances, if not nulli-
fies, the pro–pipeline narrative of the
business council of British Columbia and
continue to adhere to journalism that
clearly provides the facts of necessary
matters, necessary for human flourishing.   

Joshua Weresch
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Stories are summarized from
CATCH News, a service of

Citizens at City Hall available from CATCH@Cogeco.ca. More information can be found at www.hamiltoncatch.org
CATCH: CITIZENS AT CITY HALL

[ P E R S P E C T I V E ]

[ L E T T E R T O T H E E D I T O R ]

CITY TAXPAYERS MUST fill another huge financial hole that
has accumulated as a result of exemptions to growth fees. It’s
the latest revelation that growth does not pay for itself but
instead has been heavily subsidized and likely will continue to
be so — although residents will have an opportunity to pro-
pose changes later this month.

The city’s finance chief reports that a deficit of over $50
million has accumulated in development charge (DC)
accounts. That’s despite an $8 million taxpayer–funded
top–up last year. The majority of the cash shortfall was sup-
posed to upgrade roads and it is being given as the reason why
improvements to arteries like Rymal Road are way behind
schedule.

“On our tax supported side, as it relates to development
charge exemptions, we still have an outstanding liability of
approximately $52–53 million — and that is both discre-
tionary and statutory DC exemptions,” reported finance chief
Mike Zegarac.  “On our rate supported side it’s approximate-
ly $2.5 million.”

Provincial rules only allow cities to collect development
charges to pay for about two–thirds of the costs of growth, but
additional discounts and exemptions can be provided by
municipal councils. Hamilton currently has twenty–one cat-
egories of discounts. If those were maintained staff predict
they would result in an annual shortfall of over $40 million
but currently proposed changes could lower that to about
$12.5 million a year. In all cases exemption shortfalls must be
covered by property taxes and/or water rates from existing res-
idents. 

Zegarac was responding to questions from Brad Clark on
why promised upgrades to Rymal Road haven’t taken place
long after significant growth in the area has occurred and the
development charges collected that were supposed to have
paid for the road improvements. Zegarac, who is also the act-
ing city manager, explained that “part of the challenge that

we had with some of our DC reserves — for instance roads —
was that while we exempted development charges we weren’t
recovering the costs of those exemptions from existing tax-
payers and ratepayers.”

A major change in reducing the growth subsidies would
see the end of the exemption for university buildings from
paying development fees. Not surprisingly, that’s being
opposed by McMaster and Redeemer. Both have written let-
ters to the city and are expected to speak at the public meet-
ings of the audit, financial and administration committee on
Thursday, April 18 when the new development fee exemp-
tion list will be debated. 

That meeting will have both morning and evening ses-
sions in council chambers — at 9:30 am and 7 pm — as a
result of a motion pushed by ward one councillor Maureen
Wilson. She has been one of the councillors most critical of
the current development charge rules.

Along with Clark and JP Danko, Wilson has been seek-
ing a variable fee structure that would take account of the
much higher costs of greenfield growth versus infill and rede-
velopment in already built–up parts of the city. To address
this, the city currently provides a 70 percent exemption for
development in downtown Hamilton, but that discount must
be paid by existing taxpayers.

The proposed development charges bylaw offers a partial
move in this direction. It separates the costs of stormwater
management in built–up areas from greenfields with the
result that proposed fees are $9000 higher for new single–fam-
ily houses in the latter. However, other components of the
development charge fees such as new road costs are not being
divided in this way as they have been in some other cities. 

Roads are the second largest component in the calcula-
tion of development charges, and very large expenditures are
anticipated in the next decade to service growth areas such as
Waterdown, Elfrida and the aerotropolis.  V

[ C A T C H ] by DON MCLEAN

MORE GROWTH COSTS
ON TAXPAYERS

by MICHAEL TERRY

[ C O R R E C T I O N ]

View regrets the omission of the photo credit in this photography of the band
Un–Teen that appeared in last week’s issue. The photographer is Snapshots By Kris.

FEAR ON THE BORDER
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[ T H E A T R E ] by SARA CYMBALISTY, ALLISON M. JONES & TAMARA KAMERMANS

RED BLOCK
By Sara Cymbalisty

My Breast Self
written by and starring Emanuela Hall is
a brave and heartfelt self–examination  of
an older, first time Mom’s exploration of
motherhood and breast feeding. As the
Red Show’s opener Ms Hall had great
courage and stage presence.  She fully
connected with the audience from her
opening lines to her final statement.  

Those of us who are Moms can easi-
ly identify with  her looking down the
dark tunnel of societal expectations of
being a mother, the constant unknown.
As women are leaving it longer and
longer to become parents the tougher it
becomes.  They are dealing with their
changing bodies, balancing life/work and
romantic relationships and the fact that
motherhood does not come easily to
everyone.  This play is well–worth
expansion. 

A Super Hero
written by Katherine Albers features
Gregory Cruikshank and Ryan Trepanier
as the Super Hero who wants to smite the
injustices in the world. Named Floyd and
encased in a fabulous gold suit, Trepanier
prances around the stage whilst waiting
for his “fur” to grow in.  He has decided
to be a Super Hero to protect the vulner-
able after his grandmother was robbed,
assaulted and is now not doing very well.

Cruikshank is a perfect foil for
Trepanier’s loveable buffoonery. They
successfully depict the traditional comic
duo and had the audience chuckling.
We should all have a gold suit like Floyd’s
the world might be a better place.

The Tragedy of Sybil Vane
by Kayla Mazepa and performed by Nikki
Morrison, Claire Stewart and Rae
Richardson is the story of the tragic love
affair between Dorian Gray and a young
actress Sybil Vane. Written in excellent
blank verse it is beautifully performed but
it was difficult to understand Sybil’s
attraction for Gray. The play seemed to
provide a lot of angst surrounding a bro-
ken heart and the disillusion of Gray in
Vane’s performance, but Gray was not
quite arrogant enough. This play could
use some further development to iron out
some of the confusing performances.  If
one was not familiar with the Oscar
Wilde story one might not have got the
plot.

Wildlife Town Hall
written by the talented Luis Arrojo and
starring Paddy Skinner, Ramzey Zourob
and Christine Marchetti.  In the vein of
Saturday Night Live satirical humour,
Arrojo’s play is about animals take on the
legalization of pot. With fabulous cos-
tumes by Key Pail Straughan this show
has entertainment plus. Paddy Skinner
totally commands the stage, Ramzey
Zourob also did very well. Christine
Marchetti needed a little more confi-
dence, but perhaps that was opening

night jitters.  I loved the idea of animals
versus humans “zombie” revenge. This is
an audience appealing show that should
definitely be expanded.

Beep
was written by Sarah O’Connor and per-
formed by Meaghan O’Connor and Kyla
Dowling. This is heart wrenching and
extremely moving play about watching a
mother die. It is dedicated to Meaghan
and Sarah’s mom. In her sorrow the
daughter Meaghan states she must
remember that her mother was
“Healthier longer than she was sick”.
Meaghan brought tears to many audi-
ence members’ eyes including my own.
She talks of her mother’s decline and
treatment with a range of emotions. This
is a very tightly written play that
Meaghan gives the outstanding perform-
ance of the evening, a veritable Tours de
Force.  Handling such a sensitive topic in
public takes great courage and I fully
applaud her.  This show should be devel-
oped further and Meaghan O’Connor is
certainly one to watch.

Challenge Question
written and devised by Franz Perez and
directed by Mara Elena. It is performed
by Sonny Mills and Mara Elena.  As if we
as the audience were still in the sorrow of
the previous play we are shocked into
awakening by the gorgeous body of Mara
Elena! An older man with a younger
wife, he is struggling to remember pass-
words, (who does not?) and even forgets
her birthday. He is a “Deadhead” stereo-
type and she is not. This is a very funny
play and contrasted perfectly with the
previous show. There are two different
narratives going on within the play and it
works very well.  This show could almost
be a TV sitcom and I would personally
love to see it developed further.
Audience Choice Award: 
Honourable Mention

BLUE BLOCK
By Allison M. Jones

If I Don’t Open Up My Eyes
(Be(e) Right Back Productions)
There’s a sweetness and melancholy in
this story of a young woman who
encounters her brother’s ghost while sit-
ting atop his old ‘happy place,’ a hydro
tower from which he could survey his
world. Was his death a suicide, or an acci-
dent? Does it matter in the end? He (Kyle
Kimmerly) is pretty easygoing in the
afterlife, although it pains him to know
that his sister is mourning. She (Nastazja
Palonka) is as stoic as possible, navigating
parental relationships that have disinte-
grated further in her brother’s absence,
but she’s not nearly as calm and philo-
sophical about his death as he is. She’s
still working through, but interestingly
not that surprised to be holding a lengthy
conversation with her dearly departed.
It’s a poignant moment indeed when he
embraces her tenderly and says, ‘Don’t
come back.’

Wait, Why are We Doing
This, Again?
(Sarah Edell)
Rebecca Gilbert–Millar plays a kind of
‘Everywoman,’ considering the state of
her life with no small degree of angst.
She’s been with her partner, played by
Douglas Millar for fifteen years, which
should be a good thing, right? But, true to
human nature, sometimes that coziness
and predictability starts to rub and chafe
against a person’s psyche. Are they TOO
comfortable, or in a rut? Are they happy?
Is there more to life? Has she forced him
down a path he never intended? Has he
done HER a disservice by mildly follow-
ing her lead, forcing her to make all the
big decisions? She even distrusts his
‘default setting’ of desiring her sexually.
Whether they are bickering on the couch
or bonding over cat barf, the characters
evoke a tenderness and frustration that
rings true, and there’s real sweetness in
the closing seconds of the performance. 

Fred
(Jade Walker)
Peter Nelson is ‘Fred,’ a fellow with a
maddening, logic defying answer for
everything; he vocalizes a constant stream
of consciousness that his therapist Beverly
(Jen Frankel) calls ‘ranting,’ while he
defines it as ‘wit.’ At first it’s unclear that
they are in a counselling setting; it could
be a waiting room they share. Beverly
seems to pay much of her attention to her
notebook while Fred rattles on as, he puts
it, ‘a secretary for [his] mind.’ She doesn’t
seem to give him a lot of direction. By the
close of performance, it’s clear that
Beverly is also damaged and concealing
cracks in her own psyche. As she holds a
mirror up to a shuddering Fred, the
impression I’m left with is that his bro-
kenness is simply more exposed to and
less accepted by the outside world than
Beverly’s.

The Hobby Horse
(Josh Downing)
Identified by the playwright as ‘absurdist,’
this play unfortunately careened, for me,
right into incomprehensibility. I wanted
to like it, but having seen it I could not for
the life of me tell you what it was all
about. Was it a multilayered dreamscape?
Was it an internal struggle within one
man (Kyle Kimmerley)’s psyche? What
DOES the hobby horse symbolize? I sim-
ply couldn’t find and follow a thread of
story through to sufficient understanding
as the banter of Kimmerly and Nia
Langdon’s characters slide into a shouting
match. The highlight of the play is
Carissa Kaye’s mesmerizing performance
as a mime doll/girl who moves com-
pellingly around the stage, magnetic and
maddening by turns.  

The Review
(Garry J. Sled)
Ms. Parker is the kind of incorrigibly
nutty gal who marches to the beat of her
own mariachi band. She fundamentally
cannot act like other people, and Steph

Christiaens plays her with full bodied
commitment. She’s read that to be suc-
cessful you need a ‘winning smile,’ only
hers has been described as a ‘demonic ric-
tus.’ Her performance review went poorly,
and now it’s a mild mannered higher up’s
job to sort things out. For Julian Ford’s
part, he maintains a politely horrified and
yet infinitely hopeful demeanour in the
face of Parker’s bizarre perspective on the
world, narrowly avoiding the obvious
question: ‘What colour is the sky in your
world?’ Based on a simple sentence as an
organizing device, this show and its word
play has charm.

Dale the Unicorn
(Carlyn Rhamey)
On flat, unforgiving paper, this play
shouldn’t work… as well as it does on
stage. It’s a credit to each of the perform-
ers, playwright Carlyn Rhamey (Luna the
Moon), Jesse Horwatch (Dale the
Unicorn), and Alan Alizadeh (Dave the
Tree) that it had the Sunday audience
howling with laughter. The force of their
commitment, comedic timing, and
unabashed physicality won the day. I’m
not sure any of the actors could be
replaced without compromising its
enchantment. The plot has gaps, and
there are no deep messages on offer, but
the local tinged humour and the ‘outside
the box’ creativity made it, ultimately, a
frolicking little fable.
Audience Choice Award: Silver

GREEN BLOCK
By Tamara Kamermans

1994
(Joe Boyd)
In this one hander, a young man reflects
back on the murder of his mother.
Writing is clever and leaves the audience
guessing at the source of the tragedy
throughout. We see his distress represent-
ed in the sparse set pieces: a deck of cards,
empty beer and a picture. These are good
choices but to take it to a deeper level
director James Allen could think about
expressing them in a more untidy repre-
sentation. This would suggest more of the
characters confusion and inability to deal
with his loss over the years. Boyd is engag-
ing and never tips into melodrama but in
a redo I would suggest not speaking
directly to the audience. There’s a chance
it would be more powerful to imagine he
was all alone. 

Beige, Puce and Chartrooze
(Douglas Lintula)
This was a lively piece filled with pop cul-
ture references and genuinely entertain-
ing. Set in an imaginary world of colours
it explores their biases and practices with
humour. It has a political flavour too. It
causes one to think about the perpetual
motion of things and the concept that
everything old is new again at some point.
In addition, the frivolous ways we decide
what is in and what is out, what is right
and what is wrong and the way we treat
each other to get where we want to go.
Nicely acted on all parts and very thought
provoking. The metaphors might even
extend to a longer piece in the future. 

Singerella
(Kevin Somers and Rebekah Jackson)
This was a very cute mash up of
Cinderalla/America’s Got Talent that may
be a bit flimsy on plot but makes up for
it with its catchy tunes and comic com-
mitment. In fact, a little build on the
plot could take it a long way as the core
concepts work really well. I especially
liked the commitment to props and sell-
ing every aspect of the 10 mintues.
Performances were committed and
strong but the lyrics were the best writ-
ing in the show. They really drove home
the humor. Not to mention, a billion
dollar prize is really inspirational.

Goodbye
(Kate Racheter)
This was a tender vignette of grief set in
a funeral home. It doesn’t go where you
expect it to, and the performers don’t
transmit the twist at all which is great. In
a lovely performance, Maxie Dara is
every bit the grieving wife: struggling
with the clichés of sympathy and confid-
ing her irritations with her husband. She
has a stunning stage presence which
keeps the audience engaged. At times
the script is maybe too self–indulgent
explaining every nuance of sadness. In
situations like this, less is more as every
audience member will superimpose their
own understanding sadness into the sce-
nario. 
Audience Choice Award: Gold

The Focus Group
(Jacob Styres–MacLeod)
Three unlikely men gather together to
test a new potent liquor product. A dubi-
ous plot ensues and the men find them-
selves closer than they ever imagined. A
hard done by materials tester attempts to
convince the motley crew he’s not a bar-
tender but never quite achieves his goal.
It’s very rickety but it eventual inspires
you to give up and laugh. Most of the
characterization relies on stereotyping
except for the strange concoction of the
catman (much like the infamous spin-
stered, childless catwoman) who also has
some anger management or voice mod-
ulation problems. Did I say there was
alcohol involved? There was and you’ll
never guess what happened? No, really,
you never will. You’ll have to see it.
Audience Choice Award: Bronze

Ontario Proud
(Brian Morton)
If you hate Doug Ford, this is the where
you want to spend your 10 minutes.
Doug and his brother Rob meet in a pur-
gatory like place. Doug has been assassi-
nated or was it a drug deal gone bad? Rob
just keeps opening empty beers and they
reminisce about the days of crime and
crack with an underscore of haunting
laughter. Promising to take his brother
to heaven, he finds what he believes is
the gate and picks the lock. Turns out to
be the wrong door, and the crowd
cheered as they simultaneously realized
he was finally in the right place: worth
seeing again and again and again! It’s
sure to inspire hope. A little fine tuning
and this metaphor could become a big-
ger piece. V

HAMILTEN FESTIVAL REVIEWS
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[ H A M I L T O N M U S I C N O T E S ] by RIC TAYLOR

TRISTAN PSIONIC 
THIS MONTH THERE are a wealth of cele-
brations as Sonic Unyon celebrates their
twenty–fifth anniversary with multiple
concerts, a long form film documentary
and a limited edition triple–LP compila-
tion album.

While the record company and now
event management and record company
has gotten national attention for re-
inventing the music industry over the last
quarter century, the media attention
began early. Tristan Psionic was a group of
musicians just figuring out where they
were going in post–secondary education
but they wanted to make music. The
band's first interview ever was with me on
my radio show on McMaster University’s
93.3 CFMU FM. I’ve since spoke to the
members more than 25 times officially
but they’ve become a larger concern for
their business than their particular music.
That said, the band has reunited in recent
years for special anniversaries including
last year’s Sonic Unyon Christmas.
When asked to help CFMU with a per-
formance drummer and Sonic Unyon
co–owner Tim Potocic was happy to
oblige.

“CFMU is the backbone of our com-
munity — it’s where bands can get their
start,” says Potocic. “93.3 CFMU and col-
lege radio across North America have
people that are passionate about what
they do and what they play and it’s always
been important to everything we’ve ever
done. It’s amazing so when we were asked
to help out it was an easy decision as long
as we could work out our schedules. 

“Playing in this band was fun and the
whole reason why we started any of this,”
adds Potocic. “That we had an extended
break seems more like a pause in the nat-
ural progression for what we do. Playing
with these guys now is super fun and
there’s no expectations so it’s more of a
hobby for us these days. It’s a nice mental
health outlet to get together with your
friends and play rock music.”

Mark Milne, Sandy McIntosh and
Potocic would begin a label in Milne’s
mom’s basement to release their own
music and soon had a couple of other like
minded bands joining the fray. With
Shallow and Sponge, Tristan Psionic was
the embodiment of the DIY ethic and

while the band was their creative outlet,
Milne and Potocic would grow the busi-
ness side of the real life label and become
a major continental distrubtion company
for hundreds of other labels. With the
music industry changing, that distribu-
tion company was sold off and Sonic
Unyon has gone on to create and manage
festivals like Supercrawl and Because
Beer as well as opening up their own
venue Mills Hardware. 

Tristan Psionic as well as 31 other
artists are featured on the “Sonic Unyon:
Now We Are 25” triple–LP vinyl compi-
lation on smoky–clear vinyl in a hand-
numbered run of 500, each with a
24”x24” poster of 144 of the label’s releas-
es over its first 25 years. A diverse range of
artists from SIANspheric, Danko Jones,
Frank Black, Eric's Trip, Hayden, Treble
Charger, Tricky Woo, Simply Saucer,
Dinner Belles, Young Rival to current
label signings Basement Revolver and
Terra Lightfoot.

“We started our label with a compila-
tion so it’s cool to identify our twenty-
fifth year with another compilation,” says
Potocic. “People might not be doing as
many comps these days but compilations
have developed and defined our career.
Our crowd will get it and some newer fans
will appreciate it. It’s got a lot of amazing
and eclectic music — with a poster fea-
turing every album we’ve ever released so
we think it’s a really great package.”

Major label politics and money report-
edly meant Teenage Head are not includ-
ed in the compilation although Sonic
Unyon released that band’s Teenage
Head and Marky Ramone release. The
background industry machinations and
development from a bunch of kids releas-
ing cassettes to a major music company
remaining in Hamilton and changing the
business model for hundreds of labels is
part of the story documented in the film
also dubbed “Now We Are 25”.

“We all have different memories of cir-
cumstances so it was interesting to see
how people experienced things through
our past,” says Potocic. “We got a lot of
the story down but there is still so much
more that could have been included.
There was a lot to cover and it could have
been much longer but we apologise to
those who we missed and are thankful for

those that participated.”
Directed by Chris Paco (who directed

It’s Not Something It’s Something Else: The
Story of the Reason) in concert with Nick
Mirka, Mark Rauwerda and Drew
Williams of Mitchell Reilly Pictures,
“Now We Are 25” features appearances
from Hayden, Joel Plaskett (Thrush
Hermit), Sean Ramsay (SIANspheric),
Mike Bell (Chore)  Terra Lightfoot, as
well as Jay Ferguson and Chris Murphy
(Sloan), and industry supporters such as
George Stroumboulopoulos, Alan Cross,
Mark DiPietro and more.

“It was amazing to look back with all of
these people and I’m happy to be a part of
this,” says Potocic. “I’ve had a super fun
great career and I never would have
anticipated this would end up being my
career when I was growing up. I’m thank-
ful that things worked out the way they
did. I went to business school but I never
once had to wear a shirt and tie so it
worked out absolutely perfectly.”

Set to be included in some documen-
tary film festivals and more, “Now We
Are 25” — the film as well as the vinyl
album and the shows celebrating the
illustrious musical endeavours of a quarter
century are important to mark this impor-
tant anniversary. Potocic is happy to cel-
ebrate but assures us that he’s got his eye
on another twenty–five years.

“We’ve morphed and changed with
the times so while there is event produc-
tion we still are releasing records and
managing artists,” says Potocic. “We plan
to continue on with more live properties,
continue with Mills Hardware, sign more
bands and work with more artists. Twenty
Five years we’ll be at fifty and we’ll be
recapping everything that’s happened
since.

“Playing in the band is great and there
is no pressure,” adds Potocic. “We’re
doing a showcase in Toronto Thursday,
April 18 at the Horseshoe Tavern with a
bunch of friends so it’s good to be doing
this more regularly if only to celebrate our
anniversary right now. We’re writing new
songs and doing more shows but it’s all
about the fun with this band. We’re
happy to get together with friends and
rock out. So come to Toronto or come
support CFMU — check out the live
screening at our venue. I hope all of our

old fans come out and maybe even some
new people will be interested.” 

Tristan Psionic plays CFMU’s annual
fundraiser Friday, April 12 at This
Ain’t Hollywood with Ellevator,
Haolin Munk, Granny Smith, with
Luke Bentham (The Dirty Nil). Doors
open at 9pm and advance tickets are
$15 (plus fees) available online
through Brüha. Click on cfmu.ca

Sonic Unyon: Now We Are 25 pre-
mieres Saturday April 13 at Mills
Hardware. Doors open at 7pm, with
screening at 8pm and Q&A session
following the film with Sonic Unyon
founders, filmmakers and author
Michael Barclay. Admission is Pay-
What-You-Can. Click on sonicuny-
on.com  

FIFTH ANNUAL
LADYBIRD SANCTUARY

SOIREE
Musicians learn the need to

do–it–yourself ethic often in the develop-
ment of their musical careers but singers
and songwriters Janine Stoll, Melissa
McClelland and Lisa Winn formed a col-
lective to offer sweet harmonies on their
original songs. The musical coupling fell
to the side as they developed their own
solo activities but their mutual love of
animals — and the desire to help at risk
animals lead to them forming  the
Ladybird Animal Sanctuary in 2011.
Some eight years later and 1,000 animals
saved, an annual fundraiser is happening
to help them continue their altruistic ani-
mal saving endeavours.

“It’s something we saw was needed in
our community,” recalls McClelland on
the origins of the Sanctuary. “There were
all of these neglecticed, abused and aban-
doned animals ending up in these high-
kill shelters and that was kind of the last
stop for them. The thing I love about our
charity is that it started off as this one
small idea and it snowballed. We rescued
one cat, found him a home, made a web-
site and it grew from there. Now, we've
rescued a thousand animals with so many
volunteers — it’s been one big group
effort. Everybody does a little bit to make
a big difference.”

Animals set for euthanasia are gath-
ered from shelters, given medical treat-
ment, placed in temporary volunteer fos-
ter homes and subsequently adopted into
‘forever homes’, and a network of volun-
teers aid in the process although vetrinary
costs and food are paid for by the
Ladybird Animal Sancturary.

“There are so many passionate people
that want to get involved and help out
and that’s part of what keeps us going,”
says McClelland. “We don’t shy away
from high maintenance, expensive cases.
Once that animal goes through the
process, seeing them go on to lead these
beautiful happy lives is inspiring and so
rewarding for us and the families that
adopt them. The team is a well oiled
machine now with great foster homes and
people that we trust. There is a lot of work
and passion but we rely completely on
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donations and our annual Soiree is what
we really rely on to plan the year ahead.”

The three part harmonies of the
Ladybird Sideshow aren’t heard as much
these days, particularly with McClelland
travelling the globe with partner Luke
Doucet in support of their Whitehorse
project. That band has most recently
released The Northern South, Vol 2 as well
as A Whitehorse Winter Classic since the
last time they came through their former
hometown and Whitehorse is set to
headline this week’s Soiree fundraiser
with the Ladybird Sideshow opening.

Destined to sell out, a wealth of people
want to help the Ladybirds do the work
they do. McClelland and Doucet have
been longtime members of Sarah
McLachlan’s touring band (last seen per-
forming live at the 2019 Juno Awards)
and the singer has long been aware of
McClelland’s work.

“Sarah is so incredible,” smiles
McClelland. “She told us that she and
her daughters were looking for a kitten
and they follow us on Instagram so they
kept seeing these photos pop up and final-
ly she contacted me when she saw Queen
Peanut. She called me up and said, ‘that
one’s mine!’ This poor little thing was fac-
ing the end but instead she now has this
wonderful family and life with Sarah.
We’ve got lots of stories like that and we
want to keep making more of those sto-
ries.”

A rare concert performance with cater-
ing and silent auction makes the Fifth
Annual Ladybird Sanctuary Soiree one of
the events of the season so anyone want-
ing to go should get tickets early. It’s a
grand event with some amazing music
and even more amazing people making
our community better.

“It is magic to get together with Lisa
and Janine,” says McClelland. “There is
something so special about singing with
other women and three part harmonies
and while we don’t get to do it as often as
we want to, but when we do, I savour it. I
love them to death and it’s definitely a
lifelong thing we have together. This
space in Dundas is a newer venue and I
think is going to be really complimentary
to the show. Whitehorse doesn’t get to
comeback to Hamilton too often so it’s
great to have this chance to play. I love
Hamilton. I miss Hamilton. I think that’s
why we didn’t include a headliner for this
bill. We wanted to play a proper headlin-
ing position with a long set. 

“I hope everyone who wants to come
to the show gets in but if you can’t and
still want to learn more you can go to our
website, see all of the animals, and success
stories. You can donate or even volun-
teer,” adds McClelland. “We’re offering a
one of a kind concert in an intimate set-
ting with craft beer, wine, vegan food, and
more — so the value of what you’re get-
ting is prety high up there — and also
you’re money is going to something pret-
ty important.”

The Fifth Annual Ladybird Sanctuary
Soiree happens this Thursday April
11 at Shawn & Ed Brewing Co. in
Dundas starting at 7pm, with cater-
ing by City Farm. Destined to sell out

tickets are $150 and available at
ladybirdanimalsanctuary.com

THE LET DOWNS.CA'S
"WHAT WE SALVAGE"
With thirty plus years of experience

behind them, The Let Downs.ca are a
newer name on the scene making waves
with their debut collection of songs What
We Salvage.
To understand where the band comes

from, the story would begin in the ’80s
perhaps or earlier. Bands like the Wet
Spots, Problem Children, Slander,
Colombian Necktie and more would be
on the cutting edge of continuing
Hamilton’s title as a punk rock town. But
with time and a litany of missed opportu-
nities and perhaps bad choices, music
would take a back seat for most of the
bands as they pursued real life concerns
like careers and families. That said, the
annual Joe Strummer Good Friday tribute
tonight founded by Glen “The Hamilton
Kid” Faulman began bringing these old
stalwarts out of semi retirement some fif-
teen plus years ago. The joy of playing
punk rock live would have vocalist
“Fuzzy” Pat “Havoc” Fusaro, guitarist Ian
“Moe Delawn” Hassle, drummer Pete
“Second Best” Murphy of the Wet Spots
joined by former problem Children
bassist Barney “Rubble” McMahon and
former Hammer Boys, Steel Town
Spoilers guitarist Chris Crash to form the
most recent incarnation of the Let
Downs. While this band is made up of
veterans, their music is as visceral and as
energetic as their early years if not more
so.

“We had so many missed opportunities
and flat out missteps that made the Wet
Spots not live up to what some people
thought the band could do,” recalls
Havoc on failing to tour with bands like
the Mighty Mighty Bosstones or choosing
to not open up for a little band called
Nirvana. “We had just played with this
kid Hayden opening up for at this club in
Toronto and he was trying to attract some
attention by giving away this keg of beer
— we ended up drinking all of his beer
and it’s not surprising the band broke up
after that. 
“When Glen invited us to play again, any
animosity or angst seemed long gone,”
adds Fusaro. “You can look back on things
that upset you then and if something like
that happens today, I look at it and say,
‘that will make a great story’ — and we
have a lot of great stories of screwups and
mistakes. Our current band is very much
about us today but it’s called What We
Salvage because it’s about circumstance
and perseverance and you can always
come back to that. The noise and the
playing harken back to older punk rock
days but the themes may be broader. It's
world weary and optimistic at the same
time. What We Salvage has optimism in
there and it may be no coincidence that
the book about the days of punk in
Hamilton in the ’80s called What We
Salvage by author David Baillie. The book
is fiction but a great read about Hamilton
punk at that time and I asked him for his
blessing to use the name. We’re excited to
hear he’s coming out for this show as

well.”
Havoc is not David Lee Roth and

Hassle is not Eddie Van Halen — but
together they know how to do their job as
a great frontman and a superior facility
guitar player. They have a chemistry that
is undeniable and this band is harder
rocking than ever. The punk rock is per-
haps more metallic for a modern flair and
the frenetic pace doesn’t ever leave third
gear from the titular “What We Salvage”
to the 1–2–3–4 chants of album opener
“Boxcar” to the “Strummer 32” tribute to
the Clash and the Blue Peter referencing
“No Good Will Ever Come From This”.
While he used to sing about the car wash
that he and his friends worked at in for-
mer bands, Fusaro can’t escape his youth
at times with tracks like “#5 Bus” but you
couldn’t get any more Hamilton than
this.

Weathering the modern era has
proven daunting for the band’s name and
the Let Downs have chosen their website
as their band name of choice these days
but what this fierce fivesome is doing is
perhaps picking up where they left off
some twenty or even twenty five yars ago
and building from there. Some will be sur-
prised at their thougtful approach while
others may be taken aback by their
aggression, but with that TheLetdowns.ca
are quintessentially Hamilton.

“This is a Hamilton noise — that quin-
tessential growl that people tend to grav-
itate to,” says Havoc. “I write songs so that
even if you’ve never heard the song, you’ll
be able to scream the chorus after the sec-
ond verse. There was this kid at one show,
at the front of the stage for 40 minutes
and he was into everything. He walked up
to me and my son after the show and said
this is my favourite band, they are ‘it’.
That kind of thing — it’s humbling and
honouring. You’re making that music for
somebody. With this maturity and maybe
because we didn’t appreciate it so many
years ago but when someone is into it,
that feeling is amazing. We get up and
play now and there are so many people
we can speak of that have not made the
journey this far. We’ve got the memory
but we’ve also got the present and that’s a
gift. When we go out on stage, you’ve got
people that will remember the drunk rock
memories but we’re giving them some-
thing very much new. We can write and
play and take things to another level.” 

“We’re extremely proud of this record
and we’re going to see where it goes,” says
Havoc. “There was this thing about
Hamilton bands in the past where they’d
rush through things to get some product
and maybe get to tour somewhere. We
wanted to take our time and do things our
way. We wanted to put out something
we’re really proud of. That Pete recorded
this, we kept it in house and we weren’t
beholden to anyone. When you take
ownership of things, you’re in control and
you do things on your own terms. I’m not
selling someone else’s dream.” V

The Let Downs dot CA play this
Saturday April 13 at This Ain't
Hollywood with Charles J Hunk and
Prior Convictions. Doors open  at 9
pm and $8 gets you in. Click on
theletdowns.ca
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COMING OFF ITS most recent show,
Strangers Among Us in February,
Theatre Burlington will launch the
last production of its regular season on
April 12 with the comedy A Bad Year
For Tomatoes. Written by John Patrick,
the show is helmed by director James
Luckett and producer Chuck Learn.

Learn explains that Theatre
Burlington wanted to strike the right

tone with its final production: “In try-
ing to present a well rounded season
for our patrons, we felt that it would be
best to end our regular subscription
season with a funny, well executed
comedy that is not comedy farce.” He
predicts that audiences will really
enjoy A Bad Year For Tomatoes, which
he calls “a well written, wonderfully
funny play.”

The play, first published in 1975,
centres around the character of Myra
Marlowe (played by Kristen
Hickman), a famous actress who,
yearning to get away from it all, rents a
home in a small New England town
called Beaver Haven. Tired of the pres-
sures of her career, she rebuffs efforts by
her agent to lure her back to work. She
intends to write her memoirs in a

peaceful setting. However, Myra’s not
ready for the intense level of interest
she encounters from her new neigh-
bours. They are characters unlike any
she’s ever encountered, and their abil-
ity to meddle in her affairs leaves her
with her hands full. In desperation, she
spins a tall tale in order to gain a bit of
breathing room, but it soon backfires
in a big way.

Hickman is joined by a half dozen
other castmates, including Matt
Dafoe, Tina Kocic, Marija Lukis, Eric
Luvisotto, Carol Long, and Andrew
Rodwell. “We were very impressed by
the range of character personalities in
this play, both male and female,” Learn
says. “Every one of our cast members
are wonderfully suited for their roles,
and have worked hard on getting their
characterization just right.” 

Learn says that much of this char-
acter work has been driven by director
James Luckett’s leadership. “I have
worked with Jim on several other com-
munity theatre productions and I was
impressed with him as a director of
comedy,” Chuck explains. “He
[Luckett] spends a lot of time getting
the actors characterization that he
wants, both during casting and
rehearsal.”  

The production also includes sev-
eral voiceover segments which can be
challenging to record with the neces-
sary tone and precision. Luckily,
Theatre Burlington has an expert
sound technician in Kyle Edwards

who, Learn says, “did a wonderful job
with both recording and cue execu-
tion.” Indeed, the producer had com-
plimentary things to say about the
entire crew, emphasizing their com-
mitment and skill, and the productive
relationship they shared with director
James Luckett.

While the regular season will end
when the curtain falls on A Bad Year
For Tomatoes, in late May an associat-
ed company, Act 4 Productions will
open a run of Don’t Misunderstand Me
by Patrick Cargill at Theatre
Burlington’s New Street site.

Meanwhile, there are exciting
prospects ahead for Theatre
Burlington this Fall. According to
Chuck Learn, “We will be announcing
our playbill for next season [soon]...
doing another well rounded season of
plays with some very interesting
twists.” Expect that news, he says,
“within the next couple weeks, once
we have secured the rights for all of
them.” V

A BAD YEAR FOR
TOMATOES

Theatre Burlington
2311 New Street, Burlington

April 12-13, 19-20 & 26-27, 8 PM 
April 27, 2 PM (matinee)

Tickets: online at www.theatre burling-
ton.on.ca, or at the door

Adults: $25 / Seniors: $22 /
Students: $15

Box Office: (905) 639 - 7700
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THE HAMILTON PLAYER’S Guild offers a
visually stunning presentation of
Quartet by Ronald Harwood. Set in a
retirement home for former entertain-
ers, Harwood’s poignant comedy focus-
es on four reunited opera singers trying
to get their gig together again for a gala
concert to celebrate Verdi’s birthday.

One hasn’t sung in 30 years; one does-
n’t always remember exactly where
she’s going; one doesn’t need Viagra,
and one always did. It has the founda-
tion of a great comedy, but director
David Dayler may have leaned a little
too heavily on the bitter in the bitter-
sweet in this production which stole its

momentum.
In a promising opening, the pro-

duction values set the standards high.
In an intimately small space, set
designer Trevor McAnuff creates a
beautifully detailed outdoor garden
space,  a meticulously decorated draw-
ing room and still manages to squeeze
in a sense of the garden beyond. Rich
with carpentry details and lush crimson
walls, it was an exquisite design from
the stain glass door, to the chandelier,
to the moss on the stone wall. It was a
feast for the eyes.

Once the characters populate the
space, however, things begin to slow
down and there is a sense of lethargy to
the production. Blocking is sometimes
awkward, leaving characters hung up
in space with no practical explanation
creating a sense of discomfort. It does-
n’t follow, for instance, that someone
with a cane who is in pain would
choose to stand indeterminately or
move excessively for no concrete rea-
son. 

In a stand out performance, Wilf,
played by Graham Clements, holds the
opening together with his comic tim-

ing and natural sense of pace. Also, he
chooses to broad stroke his character
and truly commit to his comic choices
as the aging pervert. This helps to
define his role in contrast with the oth-
ers. Michael Hannigan as Reggie,
Dianne Brokenshire as Cissy and Ariel
Rogers as Jean are all fine performers
but they needed to take their personal-
ities to the caricature level in the open-
ing. In short, a little less larghetto and
a little more vivace musically speaking
would help to engage.

It’s a long play and the audience
needs to laugh. If we laugh with the
characters in the beginning, we can
truly cry with them in the end when
they strip away the veneer of their ear-
lier clown like selves. It’s the dichoto-
my that delights an audience. For
example, Hannigan’s great turns from a
reasonable, relatively uptight man into
a cursing bully whenever he sees the
attendant that refuses to give him his
marmalade in the morning. In the
same way Rogers could have taken us
on a much more dramatic ride with
Jean if she had made bolder choices.
The more off putting and self–absorbed

she is in the beginning, the more
refreshing her confessions and humility
are in the end.

Still, Quartet comes from the rela-
tively unique perspective of the geri-
atric experience. One theatre doesn’t
deal with often, and in that way, it’s
refreshing to hear a different voice and
perspective on common themes like
love, betrayal and friendship.
Moreover, despite reports describing
the play with a touch of pathos, it actu-
ally speaks more to hope as it demysti-
fies a time in a life that we don’t hear a
lot about. It’s comforting to know that
a little romantic intrigue and few excit-
ing goals will still be a part of our lives
when we reach retirement even if it is
andante moderato. V

QUARTET
@ Hamilton Players Guild.
80 Queen St. S., Hamilton.

By Ronald Harwood
Directed by David Dayler

April 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2019 at 8pm
April 13, 20, 2019 at 2pm

playersguild.org
tix: (905) 529–0284
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ROD MCTAGGART, IS a local actor with a vision.
He decided to try to raise some funds for two wor-
thy organizations, the Sexual Assault & Violence
Intervention Services of Halton (SAVIS), and
the local hunger charity #FeedtheHammer. 

So he called in a pile of favours, from actors,
musicians, and visual artists, to donate their time
and creativity, and the mini arts festival, that he
has dubbed “An Artful Celebration”, which runs
this coming weekend, at the Pearl Company, was
the result.

Rod tells me that, “SAVIS — Sexual Assault
&Violence Intervention Services, provides pub-
lic and corporate training and information ses-
sions, as well as a hotline, and support for victims
of sexual assault, violence and human trafficking.
The opportunity to “do good” by raising funds to
support them, has been an exciting and worth-
while experience.  Adding in a local food drive,
also seemed a no brainer, to open up the oppor-
tunity for an audience to experience the joy of
creativity, and witness some high calibre theatre
and artwork while engaging in a “feel-good” pos-
itive energy activity themselves.”

So local artists, supporting and raising aware-
ness for social agency is the name of the game
this weekend. The project is generously, assisted,

by Gary Santucci and Barbara Milne, who, once
again, open their home and theatre space to sup-
port a worthy cause in the city.

“I became aware of SAVIS, through contacts
like Robin Zee and Joey Edwardh last year. The
recent cuts to their funding by the provincial
government of Doug Ford, and the dark subject
of human failings and choices in the play  “A
Number”, made choosing them as our partner for
fundraising a simple one. Also, the chance to
play the Pearl Company once more, before it
closes, was also a real motivator for me. Gary and
Barbara have been amazing through every show
I’ve done there over the years. They embraced
the chance to support this production.”

Caryl Churchill is a British, feminist writer
whose work came out of the Royal Court
Theatre, in the 1970s.  She is most famous for the
plays, Top Girls, and Cloud Nine, both of which
had long runs in London’s West End.   Her 2002
play, A Number, is a work of speculative future
history, and deals with the issues around cloning
and identity. The original London production
was directed by Stephan Daldry, and had Michael

Gambon and Bond actor Danial Craig in its cast.
“Churchill’s play, explores what truly makes

you what you are, it is an examination of “nature
versus nurture”, seasoned by the capacity to
choose.  How many people in this life have ever
wanted a do over?  It is directed by David Nash,
who we did Death and The Maiden with last
December and it features the amazing Chris
Reid, and myself acting.  This play is a fast paced
trip into some very dark places.”

The other play on the bill, The Dilemma, is
also intriguing.  The play is described as “a game
of “Would You Rather,” between two friends
which takes a sudden turn, when one of them
proposes a situation which isn’t so hypothetical.”
McTaggert confirms that it is very good theatre.

“The Dilemma is an original play, written and
directed by Joel Pettigrew, a playwright, produc-
er, and actor from Toronto.  He and I will be
working in Hamilton, at the Fringe this summer
for Mercury Man, The Last Performance of Orson
Welles, another of his creations, which we did in
Winnipeg last summer. His two actors, Lucas
James and Thomas Sarigiannidis, are seasoned

performers with whom I worked, in the 2016
Toronto Fringe play Waking.  Joel’s play explores
the ethics of assisted death, from an intriguing
perspective, and with wry humour. As a short two
hander, it is a nice fit with the other play.”

So there you have it folks, a chance to catch
some great one act plays this weekend, while
helping do some good in the community.   There
is music, a silent auction of some cool visual art,
and two one act plays on offer.  All they need, in
order to make the whole thing work, is an audi-
ence — so be there and help out two worthy
local charitable organizations, won’t you? V

AN ARTFUL CELEBRATION
An evening of music and theatre

featuring the plays:  

A NUMBER
by Caryl Churchill and

THE DILEMMA
by by Joel Pettigrew

April 11,12,13, at 7:00 pm. 
Matinee: April 14, 1:00pm

The Pearl Company Arts Centre
16 Steven Street.

Tickets: 905-524-0606 or online at thepearlcompa-
ny.ca

by BRIAN MORTON

AN ARTFUL CELEBRATION

QUARTET
[ T H E A T R E ] by TAMARA KAMERMANS

Photo: Lynne Jaimieson
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RED BETTY THEATRE, run by playwright Radha Menon, and her
long time partner, director Tony Sciara, are presenting an all
new play, called, The Hanging, as part of next Friday’s Art Crawl.

Menon’s latest work,  is a short piece that explores issues of
homelessness and gentrification in Hamilton.  It features a cast
of eleven actors, and was created specifically to be performed
outdoors, away and separate from more traditional theatre
spaces.

According to Radha, “The Hanging is a partially verbatim,
created from text collected at Landlord Tenant Board hearings
that I attended and personal interviews I recorded with tenants
who are part of the current Rent Strike in Stoney Creek, facil-
itated by Hamilton Tenants Solidarity Network.  Without giv-
ing away the story, I can say that it’s about the consequences of
dehumanizing people. We live in a world where increasingly,
we are numbers, simply numbers, little else. We have become
numbers due to modern capitalism that appears unquenchable
and each of us, based on the numbers of assets, the numbers in
our bank accounts have to shuffle eternally to find and hopeful-
ly hold our place, our position in society.”

The play is being performed next Friday evening, as part of
the monthly “Art Crawl” that fills James Street North with
people wandering and experiencing art in its many different
forms.   The irony is, that as property values have soared in the
neighbourhood, many of the galleries that once flourished have
been forced to close, due skyrocketing rents. The
Contemporary B Gallery, is but the latest casualty of this new
reality.

“Gentrification follows artists. I fled from Toronto in 2008,
unable to practice art, and live above the poverty line at the
same time, I made downtown Hamilton my home but now I see
exactly the same thing happening here, even mouldy basement
apartments are scarce and cost an arm and a leg. We have to be
aware of how we contribute to gentrification, no matter how
innocently we, artists flock to low–income neighbourhoods to
make our lives easier; we bring culture and beauty but capital-
ists follow, like black flies.”

Rents have certainly skyrocketed, in Hamilton, in the past
two years. A one bedroom apartment now averages $1200 a
month.  Quite steep for someone living in the “gig economy”.

“The Hanging is immersive and interactive, I wrote it specif-
ically to be street theatre, it’s a completely new kettle of fish and
I knew I couldn’t do it on my own — theatre is collaborative. I
appealed and even begged other artists and members of my
local arts community to invest their time and talent to make

this possible. We’re an eclectic bunch, a conscientious compa-
ny recognizing that we need to meet this threat to our commu-
nity head on; none of us want to be forced out by yuppies and
see our neighbourhoods transformed by franchises that litter
Queen West in Toronto today. I wrote the play and it was devel-
oped with Hamilton Arial Group founder, Lori LeMare and her
company. It was important to hear what the brave tenants
embroiled in the strike had to say, they’re withholding rent
until their landlord makes repairs; they refuse to be driven out
of their homes, just for the landlord to do them up and lease
those same units out to new more well–off residents for double
the price!” 

Menon, is clearly passionate about the issues her play rais-
es, in our community.  She feels strongly that theatre can be an
excellent way to motivate Hamiltonians, to examine poverty,
and the people who fall through the cracks in society.

“One of our company members is homeless right now
because of gentrification, he was forced out because he just
couldn’t afford the price hike, just like so many others living
here.   For a short span, the last fifty or so years, the middle class-
es grew, incomes increased, as did affordable education and the
standard of living but now, the rich are clawing it all back,
under the guise of the corporate entity that has no face, a face-
less devouring monster that’s demolishing the entire planet,
driven by insatiable hunger for money and its unrelenting quest
to pillage all the earth’s natural resources — they’re destroying
the Earth.    Initially, we had planned to simply descend on
James Street, during Artcrawl but we were invited by Hamilton
Artists Inc. to launch their free programming, “Pressure Points”,
on the subject of gentrification in Hamilton and how the arts
has advanced this phenomenon.  We will be performing in
their courtyard, unless it rains that night then we’ll be inside the
gallery.”

As I love theatre, that has a strong point of view, and takes
on Hamilton, as its subject matter, I shall make a point of catch-
ing this original production.  V

THE HANGING
by Radha Menon.

Present by Red Betty Theatre,
At the Hamilton Artist Inc Courtyard, 

corner of James and Cannon.
Friday April 12. at 7.30, 8.15, 9 and 9.45pm

TICKETS:  PWYC (Pay What You Can) 
at the door

by BRIAN MORTON

THE HANGING
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Starting your
career in today’s
hiring environment
can be challenging,
including making a
positive, memo-
rable impression
with people who
could be your
employer. There
are several ways
you can be proac-
tive to ensure a
potential boss will
have a great first
and ongoing
impression of who
you are.

Social Media
Today, your first opportunity to pres-
ent yourself after applying for a job is
not in person; it’s online. Most busi-
nesses you contact for potential
employment will do a simple Internet
search of your name to look at what
you or someone else has posted about

you online if they are interested in
finding out more about you.
According to online image company
Reppler, 91 percent of recruiters
screened prospective employees
through social media, and 69 percent
said they rejected a candidate based
on what they saw on a candidate’s
social media profiles. Take the first
step and do the same thing; search
your name and see what sites pop up
that include information about you,
then check each social media site you
have a profile on and make sure you
don’t have any embarrassing or unpro-
fessional postings. You should also
make sure your information is up
dated and correlates to information
you included on your résumé and
cover letter. 

The Interview
Most likely, the next time you will

be in front of an employer is for an
interview. There are two important
tips to remember when preparing for
an interview to make sure you leave
knowing it went well. First, remember
that the business is obviously interest-
ed in you if they are willing to take the
time to talk with you for a little while.
So be confident in your abilities and
what you have to offer. Next, do the
proper research on the company
you’re interviewing with and be ready
to offer a few practical solutions you
believe helps improve the company.
“Don’t just recite your job description
in a generic way that makes you inter-
changeable with any person in the

same position before and, or after
you,” said career coach Wendy
Doulton. “Know and show what you
bring to the table. Own your inter-
view!” 

Give Thanks
Finally, follow up your interview

with a personalized, handwritten
thank you note to the interviewer.
With the instant access of email,
handwritten letters are less and less
common, so sending a simple and
grateful thank you note will help you
stand out from the crowd of candi-
dates. Make sure to also follow up
through an email or phone call in the
days after the interview if you don’t
hear anything to find out where they
are in the process. 

If after being fully prepared and
leaving an interview excited, you
don’t get the job, don’t be discour-
aged. Consider asking the interviewer
for some feedback on what you can do
to improve your chances of getting a
job. A rejection is not the end of your
job search, it’s just another learning
opportunity for you to grow as you
continue moving forward in pursuit of
a great job. A positive reaction to
being turned down for a job helps dis-
play great character and maturity to
other employers, so make sure you
react positively when you get the news
and if you decide to post the news on
your social media sites.  V

Ted Maksimowski is with Express
Employment Professionals – Hamilton

MAKE AN IMPRESSION WITH
POTENTIAL EMPLOYERS

by TED MAKSIMOWSKI



AAUUGGUUSSTT 88
August 8th’s dishes are a culinary delight Featuring
the best of Cantonese–style dim sum and tradition-
al Japanese cuisine. The fusion of flavours from 2
very distinctive cusines will entice your senses and
tantalize your palate. 2017 Gold Winner Best Dim
Sum and Silver Winner Best Sushi. Now with FIVE
area locations: Downtown Hamilton, Upper James,
Paramount Drive, Burlington and Oakville. All you
can eat, takeout, and delivery. However you get it,
our food is freshly made to order just for you.
I Wilson St, Hamilton. 905.524.3838
1066 Upper James St., Hamilton. 905.383.9293
835 Paramount Drive, Stoney Creek. 905.561.7667
834 Brant St., Burlington. 905.633.8288
www.august8.ca

SSAAPPPPOORROO
Hamilton's Best AYCE Japanese Restaurant now
has even better options for take–out and delivery.
Fantastic NEW TAKEOUT ITEMS are now available
including Spicy Egglpant Tofu, Black Bean Mussels
and Sweet and Sour Shrimp. 10% OFF any takeout
order over $20 and Free delivery for orders over
$30 (downtown area only). Get it for work, home or
both!
96 Main East (at Catharine), Hamilton, 
905.527.1668  
www.sapporohamilton.com

YYUUKKIIGGUUNNII IIZZAAKKAAYYAA
Come discover Hamilton’s newest Japanese
restaurant: Yukiguni Izakaya, meaning “snow
country Japanese bar”. Enjoy our all-you-can-
eat menu for lunch or dinner, but you can also
try our A La Carte menu including sashimi
imported from Japan, bubble tea and the largest
selection of Sake in Hamilton! Open 7 days a
week.
1686 Main Street West,  Hamilton. 
905.527.5272. 
www.yukiguni-hamilton.com

TTHHEE BBEEDDRROOCCKK BBIISSTTRROO
Voted Best Brunch, Best Breakfast and Best Kid
Friendly Restaurant by VIEW readers.Combining
the best farm fresh locally sourced ingredients,
we serve great food at reasonable prices. French
Toast, Pancakes and Eggs Beni served all day
everyday. Enjoy Burgers, Steaks, Soups, Salads,
Deep Fried Ice Cream, Home Made Perogies
and  much more! Now offering delivery through

Skip The Dishes.
260 Queenston Rd. 
(at Parkdale)  
905.547.8588
www.bedrockbistro.ca

VVIIBBEEZZ CCAARRIIBBBBEEAANN
Get an authentic taste of the Caribbean. Try our
“Yardie” meals, served with rice and a side, includ-
ing Jerk Chicken, Oxtail and Goat, our delicious
Rotis, made fresh in house, fantastic Doubles
(chickpea or goat), or try Southern favourites
including Chicken and Waffles. And if you like it
spicy, pick up a bottle of our own “Vibez Freakin Hot
Pepper Sauce”. And try our great freshly made
baked goods including red–velvet cake. Lunch spe-
cial just $6.99 including pop. Open noon–9 daily.
971 King St. East, Hamilton. 
905.581.2062

PPIINNKKSS BBUURRGGEERRSS
VVIEW Readers Choice for Best Gourmet Burger
Gold Award! We strive for absolute guest satis-
faction and use only the best ingredients in our
food.  Homemade goodness, always fresh, never
frozen. Choose from  burgers, poutine, cheese
fries, gyros, shakes and more. Fresh. Fast. Tasty.
We are across from Mac and we serve draught
beer. Like us on facebook, follow us on twitter.
#comegetsome, #eatmorepinks
1335 Main St. W.  Hamilton. 
905.317.4657

NNEELLLLIIEE JJAAMMEESS
Gold award Best Catering two years in row! Chef
Ken Lefebour offers a chef driven gourmet food
experience to go. Catering from 10 person sit
down dinners, extensive hors d'douevres parties
to larger backyard weddings, everything is local-
ly sourced from 10 different local farmers.
Choose from our extensive catering menus.
Weekly specials.
144 King St. West, 
Dundas. 
905.627.3252  
(Gourmet Food to Go) 
nelliejames.com

BBOOMMBBAAYY TTOOUUCCHH
East Hamilton’s Best Indian Restaurant. Come
visit us at our new location across from Eastgate
Square. Bombay Touch utilizes only the best

quality ingredients to create a harmony of subtle
flavours so you can experience the true taste of
Indian Cuisine. Our Chef has won several culi-
nary awards and will cook you the most deli-
cious Indian food. Open 7 days a week.
Lunchtime Thali trays from the buffet. Great
Indian Sweets counter for any occassion.
800 Queenston Road, Hamilton
905.930.9858
www.bombaytouch.ca

GGAATTEE OOFF IINNDDIIAA
Indian Food at it’s very best! Lunch Specials
starting at just $6.95. (chicken, lamb, beef or
vegetarian). Made to order from the freshest
ingredients. Multiple winner of Best Indian Food
(View, Spectator, Burlington Post). Pickup and
Student discounts (10%). Serving Greater
Hamilton for over 28 years. Open for Lunch
11:30–2pm Mon–Sat, and Dinner 5–10pm
Mon.–Sun.
201 James St. N., Hamilton. 
905.528.5548   
www.gateofindia.ca

SSHHEEHHNNAAII
We have been serving Greater Hamilton authentic
Indian food for 27 years! Come experience great
Indian dishes such as butter chicken, lamb dansak
or Kashmir rice. For lunch, you won't be disap-
pointed with our $11.95 all you can eat buffet! Hot,
delicious and with rotating dishes, the buffet is
available for lunch 7 days a week! Visit Shehnai
once and we are sure you will come back again and
again. Free Parking and Takeout and Delivery avail-
able
447 Main Street West, 
(just East of Dundurn) 
Hamilton.
905.577.0002    
www.shehnairestaurant.com

CCAAPPRRII RRIISSTTOORRAANNTTEE IITTAALLIIAANNOO 
A family tradition of old school charm since 1963,
serving sumptuous Italian cuisine, from home-
made pastas to our mouth watering signature piz-
zas. Celebrating our 51 st Anninversary, named
best pasta by VIEW readers, 3 years in a row.
Experience our newly renovated "Blue Grotto
Room" featuring live music, the first Saturday of
every month. Call for details.
25 John Street North,
Hamilton. 
905.529.0044
www.capriristorante.ca

LLAA CCAANNTTIINNAA 
A Hamilton award winning favourite for over 30
years, we are family owned and much more than a

popular celebratory destination. Introducing “Wine
Down” Thursdays featuring 1/2 price bottles from
our extensive LCBO wine list. Head chef and owner,
Maurizio, uses only the freshest, locally sourced
ingredients making us truly Earth to Table. Vegan
and vegetarian options. Join us for Retro Pizza
Tuesdays with 80's prices! View our entire menu;
lacantinahamiton.ca
60 Walnut St. @ Jackson,
Hamilton. 
905.521.8989

CCAAFFEE LLIIMMOONNCCEELLLLOO 
Cáfe Limoncello is a great destination for authentic
Italian cuisine, delicious desserts and great wines.
Located in the Decor District of Ottawa Street
North, we invite you to share a taste of Italian cul-
ture with our fabulous breakfast, lunch and dinner
entrees, spectacular decor and friendly atmos-
phere. and if you’re planning a special event, Cáfe
Limocello’s BELLA ROOM offers the perfect
atmosphere.
226 Ottawa St. North, 
Hamilton. 
905.549.3556
www.cafelimoncello.com

VVAALLEENNTTIINNOO’’SS PPLLAACCEE RESTAURANT & PASTRY
SHOP
We’ve been tasting Great... since 1978! 40 years of
serving the BEST Italian food in Hamilton. Try one
of our famous panzerottis, great pasta dishes, or
our award–winning gelato and desserts. Daily
lunch and dinner specials! Take–out and Catering
available or have a taste of Valentino’s at home,
with Spadafora’s homemade tomato sauce and
Italian dressing. Two great locations!
824 King St West, Hamilton. 
905.385.3284 
835 Paramount Drive, 
Stoney Creek 
905.523.4240 
www.valentinosrestaurant.ca

CCUULLAANNTTRROO
Hamilton’s Only Peruvian restaurant Come taste
the flavours of Peru. We focus on preparing
Peruvian food in–house from treasured family
recipes: specialities include lomo saltado , shrimp
ceviche, rotisserie chicken, Quinoa and Chicha
Morada (Purple Corn Juice). Our dishes feature aji
sauces on the side — made from–scratch from
imported Peruvian chillies and herbs. Dine in or
take–out. Open Tuesday–Saturday for lunch
(11:30am–3:00pm) and dinner (5pm–10pm).
537 Main Street East, Hamilton, 
905.777.0060. 
www.culantro.ca

AALLVVEESS MMEEAATTSS
We are a family owned and operated business spe-
cializing in authentic Portuguese cuisine. Voted

2017 GOLD winner BEST TAKEOUT and BEST
CHICKEN (silver) and BEST LUNCH UNDER $10
(silver). Hot foods offered Tuesday–Sunday, full
chickens on weekends and always our famous
Portuguese Chorizo. Nestled in the core of down-
town Hamilton we offer a variety of Portuguese
imported products.. Open 7 days a week!
157 MacNab St N 
(at Mulberry), 
905.528.0165 
www.alvesmeatshamilton.ca

TTHHEE IINNNNSSVVIILLLLEE
A tradition of great food since 1929.  Year after year
voted best Prime Rib by Hamilton Spectator read-
ers. Lake Erie Perch, oysters on the half shell,
prime rib, steak, fresh fish and more. Bi–monthly
Murder Mystery Dinners. Las Vegas style shows.
Live music every weekend. Catering is available.
1143 Hwy # 8, 
Stoney Creek, 
905.643.1244      
innsville.ca

HHAAMMMMEERRHHEEAADD’’SS
“Best fish & chips in Ontario” says Ivy Knight of Vice
Media. Gluten free, sustainable, take away fish and
chips. Daily specials, prepared foods with a choice
of chowders, soups, fresh fish and more!
Customers return for our signature Spicy
Szechuan Calamari. Open Tues. - Thurs.: noon -
7pm. Fri. & Sat.: noon - 8pm. Follow us Instagram.
80 Ottawa St. N., 
Hamilton. 
905.923.9293 

PPHHOO DDUUII BBOO
New name but same great restaurant. GOLD
Winner of Best Vietnamese Food for 12 years
straight! Great Pho, fantastic rice dishes, spring
rolls and cold rolls and our award winning Pad
Thai. Plus you’ll love our drinks including great
bubble tea and fresh fruit shakes. Vegetarian
friendly. No MSG option available on most items.
Free parking at all three locations and takeout
available. Open 10am daily.
830 Upper James (at Mohawk),  
905.388.6565
15 Cannon Street East,  
905.525.0100 
800 Queenston Road,  
905.662.7500
www.phoduibo.com

VIETNAMESE

TAKE-OUT

STEAKHOUSE

PORTUGUESE

PERUVIANITALIAN

INDIAN

CATERING

CASUAL

CARIBBEAN

BREAKFAST

ASIAN
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THURSDAY 11TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ABSINTHE|BROOKE LYNN HYTES [8PM] 
ARTWORD ARTBAR|THE VAGABOND DUET [7:30PM] 
CARRIGAN ARMS|JAM NIGHT W/THE PERSONICS
[8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|ANDY GRIFFITH (9:30PM)
COACH & LANTERN|OPEN MIC (9PM)
CULANTRO’S|FERNANDO MEJIA (7:30PM)
GALLEY PUMP|OPEN JAM W/JOHN ATLEE [7PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO VINNIE & TALLY
MAX’S CHRIS AYRIES
PHEASANT PLUCKER TOMI SWICK DUO [10PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD STARK NAKED & THE
FLESHTONES, GEOFF BERNER, JESSE JAMES MEDICINE
SHOW [8PM] 

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
GEORGE HAMILTON|OPEN JAM W/TIM NINEHOUSE
AND MR. JAY & CHRIS WIERSMA [9PM]
LOU DAWG’S CHRIS CHAMBERS [8:30PM]
RADIUS|MILESFROMNOWHERE. [7PM] 

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
AUGUSTA HOUSE|OLD SCHOOL, HIP HOP W/DR.
DISC [10PM]

FRIDAY 12TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ABSINTHE|BORN IN THE EIGHTIES [10PM] 
ARTWORD ARTBAR|RADIO DIAL [8PM]
BARRA FIONN|MIKE STEVENSON [8PM]
BLACK BULL|TOMI SWICK, JOEL GUENTHER [6PM]
BOBBIE’S AMY CHURM [8PM]
BUDDY’S|NO SHOW SMITH [8:30PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|ACOUSTIC DUO [5PM]
CASBAH BLACK CANOE [9PM] 
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE THE CORDUROYS [9:30PM]
COME BY CHANCE BURNT ROSE [9:30PM]
CORKTOWN EAST COAST KITCHEN PARTY [6:30PM],
SILVERTONE HILLS [9:30PM]
DICKEN’S|EMPTY HOURS (10PM)
DUNAS VERDES|OPEN JAM W/STEVE COLLETT (9PM)
END ZONE NORTH CREEK
FIRTH’S|ROBIN BENEDICT
5 WEST|RICH CLOKE [8PM]
GALLEY PUMP|PEACE ON YOU [9PM]
GATOR TED’S|FREEDOM TRAIN
JERSEY’S|ANTHONY TULLO
LAZY FLAMINGO THE COMMANDOS
MAX’S PETER MARINO
MILL ST. & 5 IN2U [9PM]  
MILLS HARDWARE  MOTHERHOOD, GIANNA LAUREN
[8PM]
POWERHOUSE POWERGLIDE [10PM]
PUB FICTION THE ASSOCIATES
SLYE FOX BLISS [8:30PM]
STONEWALLS THORN & ROSES [9PM]
33 BOWEN MYKUL DUO [9PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD ELLEVATOR, TRISTAN
PSIONIC, LUKE BENTHAM, HAOLIN MUNK, GRANNY SMITH
[9PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
BARBARA CAFFE|KELLY AND HEATHER DEL FIACCO
[6PM]
CAVALLO NERO HENRY STRONG DUO [6:30PM]
EDENS|MICHAEL JOBITY [6PM]
MASQUE BRYAN GUSHUE, PAUL MARKS [9PM]
MATTSON & CO. THE ALTERED TRIO [8:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
AUGUSTA HOUSE|DJ [10PM]
CLUB 54|DJ KEITH

CLUB 77|DJ
RADIUS DJ SPENCER VAN WYCK [10PM]
SHAOLIN UNDERGROUND DJ BIGTRBL [10PM]
33 BOWEN DJ DR. DISC [6PM]

SATURDAY 13TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ABSINTHE|SLUDGEHAMMER, LUTHARO, PROFANER
[9PM]
AUGUSTA HOUSE|SCURVY DOG [10PM]
BARRA FIONN|MIKE STEVENSON [8PM]
BINBROOK GRILL|JOHN ATLEE BAND
BRASSIE PINK LEATHER JACKETS [9PM]
BROWN BARREL THE WALTER JAMES DUO [8:30PM]
BUDDY’S|WAITE AND SEE [8:30PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|DAVID JOHANNESSON [2PM],
BLUES HAMMER [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE RHYTHM & BONES [9:30PM]
CLANCY’S OPEN JAM W/WHISKEY CHASERS [8PM]
COME BY CHANCE BURNT ROSE [9:30PM]
CORKTOWN HARPDOG BROWN [9:30]
DICKEN’S|SAY UNCLE (10PM)
DOOR’S THE FAPS, THE BARREL REJECTS, PLANNED
DILEMMA, FLYING BUTTRESS [9PM]
END ZONE SMALL TOWN JUSTICE
5 WEST|BONFIRE MERCHANTS [9:30PM]
GALLEY PUMP|TIM HERBERT & BORDERLINE [3PM]
GATOR TED’S ALTER EGO
INNSVILLE JOSH COULTER
JERSEY’S|PLAYBACK
LAZY FLAMINGO MIXTAPE
MAX’S PETER MARINO
MILL ST. & 5 ANDREW HILL [9PM]  
POWERHOUSE THE SAM RUTMAN BAND [10PM]
PUB FICTION THE MCFLYS
REBEL’S ROCK BLIND OWL 8PM]
SLYE FOX THE KILLIN’ TIME BAND [8:30PM]
SPURS THE COUNTRY NEWFIES [3PM] 
33 BOWEN JESSICA SOULE DUO [6PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD THE LET DOWN, CHARLES
J HUNK, PRIOR CONVICTIONS 9PM]
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE JAMES ANTHONY BAND
W/GUESTS [2:30PM], DUELING PIANOS [9PM]
WINCHESTER ARMS MONTEREY JACK [8:30PM]
ZYLA’S BRADEN VARCOE BAND [8PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
ARTWORD ARTBAR|SUREFIRE SWEAT [8PM]
CASABLANCA|KELLY DEL FIACCO [6PM]
CAVALLO NERO|HENRY STRONG DUO [6PM]
EDENS|MICHAEL JOBITY [6PM]
MASQUE SEAN MCAULEY, WAYNE JANUS [9PM]
MATTSON & CO. THE LINEAR TRIO [8:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
CLUB 54|DJ KEITH - MAIN ROOM [10:30PM], DJ
CESAR - LATIN ROOM [10:30PM]
CLUB 77|COSMIC GATE
LOU DAWG’S DJ RAC ONE [10PM]
SHAOLIN UNDERGROUND DJ BIGTRBL [10PM]
RADIUS DJ P DOT [10PM]

SUNDAY 14TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
BLACK SWAN OPEN MIC & JAM W/MIKE SHOTTON &
SERGIO ROMANO [7PM]
CARRIGAN ARMS|FRED LEWIS AND RIDIN’ HIGH
[2PM]
CASBAH ORVILLE PECK [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE ALFIE SMITH [4:30PM], ADAM O &
GUEST [9PM]
COLLECTIVE ARTS BREWING CO.|BLACK SUIT
DEVIL (5PM)
COME BY CHANCE MARK LAFORME [3PM]
DICKEN’S|BRAD SUMAK, MIKE OLIVIERI (10PM)

5 WEST|FIDDLESTIX DUO [3PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO SONIC DEATH MONKEY
THE LIONSHEAD|SHARI & JONNY [9PM]
MAX’S SARAH MILLS
MILL ST. & 5 LESLIE REIS [2PM]  
SLYE FOX KITCHEN PARTY [3PM]

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
LOU DAWG’S MATT WEIDINGER [2PM]
MASQUE WAYNE JANUS & GUESTS [5PM]
STONEWALLS TIM GIBBONS & THE SWAMPBUSTERS
[3PM]

MONDAY 15TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE NEW REBEL WESTERNERS [9:30PM]
INNSVILLE REPEATLES [6PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO KRISTAN NICHOLLS

TUESDAY 16TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
ALE HOUSE OPEN STAGE W/BOOM BABIEZ [8PM] 
CASBAH THE CELEBRATION ARMY, THE PLAIN STEEL,
GENERAL SHERMAN [8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE TEN GALLON CAT [10PM]
CORKTOWN IRISH JAM [8:30PM]  
CULANTRO’S ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC W/DAN
CIAVARELLA [7PM] 
DOOR’S ALEX WHORMS, COREY, OCEANWINGS, DAY
DRUNK [9PM]  
END ZONE ADAM CARTER [8PM] 
LAZY FLAMINGO OPEN JAM
LUKAYA CAFE|SONGWRITER NIGHT W/DAVE POMFRET
[7PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD LEAGUE OF WOLVES, F
SCOTT & THE NIGHTHAWKS [8PM] 

WEDNESDAY 17TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CASBAH TIM BAKER, JENNY BERKEL [8PM]
COACH & LANTERN|SINGALONG WITH JUDY
CORKTOWN OPEN MIC JAM W/DAVE GOULD
LAZY FLAMINGO THE SANJAYS [9PM]
MASQUE TIM GIBBONS [9PM]
REBEL’S ROCK OPEN JAM [7PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD TRUCKER LANE, FRY
TRUCK [8PM] 

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE JAZZ JAM [9:30PM]

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
ABSINTHE|MOTOWN WEDNESDAY [10PM]

THURSDAY 18TH
RROOCCKK || FFOOLLKK  || CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
CARRIGAN ARMS|JAM NIGHT W/THE PERSONICS
[8PM]
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|FELICIA MCMINN (9:30PM)
COACH & LANTERN|OPEN MIC (9PM)
CULANTRO’S|FERNANDO MEJIA (7:30PM)
GALLEY PUMP|OPEN JAM W/JOHN ATLEE [7PM]
LAZY FLAMINGO VINNIE & TALLY
MAX’S CHRIS AYRIES
PHEASANT PLUCKER CORY MERCER [10PM]
POWERHOUSE REPLICA [10PM]
THIS AIN’T HOLLYWOOD TV FREAKS, ABSOLUTELY
FREE, CHRISSY [8PM] 

JJAAZZZZ || BBLLUUEESS || CCLLAASSSSIICCAALL
GEORGE HAMILTON|OPEN JAM W/TIM NINEHOUSE
AND MR. JAY & CHRIS WIERSMA [9PM]

LOU DAWG’S CHRIS CHAMBERS [8:30PM]
RADIUS|MILESFROMNOWHERE. [7PM] 

DDJJ || EELLEECCTTRROONNIICC || HHIIPP HHOOPP
ABSINTHE|QUEEN DANCE PARTY 2 [10PM]
AUGUSTA HOUSE|OLD SCHOOL, HIP HOP W/DR.
DISC [10PM]

KARAOKE
& TRIVIA
BARTON TOUCHDOWN PUB KARAOKE FRIDAYS
W/HELENA QUINN [9:30PM]
BIG ED’S KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/GEORGE BUTLER [8PM],
SATURDAYS W/SCARYOKE MONSTERS [10PM]
BLACK SWAN KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/MARK O
[9:30PM], TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [7:30PM]
BO’S KARAOKE EVERY OTHER TUESDAY [8:30PM] 
BOBBIE’S KARAOKE SATURDAYS [7PM] 
BOSTON PIZZA-BARTON TRIVIA MONDAYS W/HUB
OF THE HAMMER. [7:30PM]. TRIVIA NIGHT LAST
WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH /HUB OF THE HAMMER
BOSTON PIZZA-MAIN ST. W. TRIVIA SECOND
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH W/HUB OF THE HAMMER
[7:30PM] 
BOSTON PIZZA-WATERDOWN TRIVIA FIRST
TUESDAY OF THE MONTH W/HUB OF THE HAMMER
[7:30PM] 
BRASSIE PUB TRIVIA TUESDAYS [8:30PM], KARAOKE
SUNDAYS [8:30PM] 
BREW CAFE TRIVIA MONDAYS [8PM]
CADILLAC JAX KARAOKE THURSDAYS AND SUNDAYS
W/SCARYOKE MONSTERS [9PM], KARAOKE FRIDAY AND
SATURDAYS W/BIGGIE ENTERTAINMENT [9PM]
CALEDONIA LEGION KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/DJ
SHELLEY
CARRIGAN ARMS KARAOKE FRIDAYS W/RANDY AND
VICKI [9:30PM], TRIVIA MONDAYS W/KEN OAKLEY
[7:30PM]][99pm]
CASBAH-MAIN HALL KARAOKE CABARET W/THE EYE
OF FAITH. 2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH [9PM]|
CAT ‘N’ FIDDLE|PUBSTUMPERS TRIVIA TUESDAYS
[7PM]
CLANCY’S KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS [9PM]
COACH & LANTERN TRIVIA TUESDAYS [7PM]
DICKENS KARAOKE THURSDAYS [9:30PM]
END ZONE KARAOKE THURSDAYS W/ANNE [8PM],
KARAOKE SUNDAYS W/DOWN TO EARTH ENTERTAINMENT
[9PM]
5 WEST|TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS W/JIMMY THE
QUIZMASTER [7:30PM]
GALLEY PUMP KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/MIKE [9PM]
GLADSTONE KARAOKE FRIDAYS /BIG STAR KARAOKE
[9PM]
GRAIN & GRIT|TRIVIA THURSDAYS [7PM]
HONEST LAWYER-KING ST. KARAOKE THURSDAYS
[9PM] 
HONEST LAWYER-STONECHURCH CLASSIC
SIMPSONS TRIVIA FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
W/GERRY HALL [7:30PM]
LEVITY CLUB BIG SCREEN TRIVIA MONDAYS W/ HUB OF
THE HAMMER. [7:30PM]
LOU DAWG’S TRIVIA TUESDAYS W/HUB OF THE HAMMER
[8PM], LIVE BAND KARAOKE FRIDAYS [10PM] 
MILLS HARDWARE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL TRIVIA APR. 23.
[8PM]
NOBODY’S PERFECT KARAOKE W/MIKE,
WEDNESDAYS [7PM], SUNDAYS [5PM]
PLUCKER’S TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [8PM], KARAOKE
FRIDAYS [9:30PM]
POUR HOUSE KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS
THE POWERHOUSE LIVE BAND KARAOKE
THURSDAYS [9PM], TRIVIA MONDAYS (7:30PM)|
PRIME TIME KARAOKE THURSDAYS [8PM]]
RUMAK KARAOKE SATURDAYS [9:30PM]
ST. LOUIS BAR AND GRILL KARAOKE SATURDAYS

W/DONNY OSBORNE [10PM]m]
SLYE FOX TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [7:30PM], KARAOKE
THURSDAYS W/NICHOLAS BALKOU [8:30PM]
SPUR’S ROADHOUSE KARAOKE LAST FRIDAY OF THE
MONTH. 
STONEWALLS TUESDAY TRIVIA [7:30PM],
PUBSTUMPERS TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS [6:30PM] 
TRACIE’S PLACE KARAOKE EVERY NIGHT [7PM-2AM],
& FRIDAYS [5PM-2AM], KIDS WELCOME UNTIL 9PM
TWISTED TAPS KARAOKE THURSDAYS [10PM] 
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE TRIVIA MONDAYS
[7:30PM]|
WEST END KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS [10PM] 
WINCHESTER ARMS TRIVIA EVERY OTHER MONDAY
HOSTED BY MICHAEL O’NEILL-HUB OF THE HAMMER.
NEXT DATE APR. 15. [7:30PM]  
WINDJAMMER KARAOKE TUESDAYS [8PM]
WOBBLEY SCOTSMEN KARAOKE FRIDAYS
W/CHEFBOYRDJ, KARAOKE SATURDAYS W/SEÑOR WES

UPCOMING
CONCERTS
TIM BAKER APR. 17. CASBAH
CANCER BATS APR. 19. ABSINTHE
HENRY MANX APR. 20. PLAYHOUSE CINEMA
HOSANNA CHOIR W/MATTANIAH CHRISTIAN MALE
CHOIR. APR. 20. FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT HALL
MIKE MAAS APR. 20. MILLS HARDWARE
DIZZY APR. 21. CASBAH
CHIP TAYLOR APR. 23. CASBAH
ALICE IN CHAINS APR. 24. FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT
HALL
MAPPE OF W/SCOTT ORR. APR. 25. MILLS HARDWARE
BODY DBL W/DIZZY SPELLS. APR. 26. MILLS
HARDWARE
BLACKPINK APR. 27. FIRSTONTARIO CENTRE
RAVEL & STRAVINKSY APR. 27. FIRSTONTARIO
CONCERT HALL
SARASIN APR. 27. THE STUDIO
SAINT LO APR. 27. MILLS HARDWARE
SAM AMIDON MAY 2. MILLS HARDWARE
STEVEN PAGE MAY 3. THE STUDIO
JADEA KELLY W/THE REDHILL VALLEYS. MAY 4. MILLS
HARDWARE
SONU NIGAM & NEHA KAKKAR APR. 28.
FIRSTONTARIO CENTRE
LOWEST OF THE LOW W/JANE’S PARTY. MAY 4. THE
STUDIO
MOON VS SUN MAY 5. THE STUDIO
DANKO JONES MAY 7. ABSINTHE
DARBY MILLS PROJECT MAY 9. THE STUDIO
ROAD TO RIVERFEST MAY 10. MILLS HARDWARE
HAMILTON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA MAY
11. FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT HALL
ALESSIA CARA MAY 11. FIRSTONTARIO CONCERT
HALL
WHOOP-SZO W/SARAH GOOD & THE BADS. MAY 12.
MILLS HARDWARE
THE DEEP DARK WOODS MAY 13. MILLS HARDWARE

COMEDY |
905 BAR COMEDY HOUR • Every last Friday of
the month, 9-10pm. Next date: Apr. 26. Free
admission. //93 John St. S.
CLUB 54 • There’s live stand-up comedy every
Friday and Saturday at Club 54 preceding the
Dance Party. Your host is Canada’s # 1 insult
comic –  Ben Guyatt. • Apr. 12-13: Bill Davern.
Apr. 19-20: David Green.  Apr. 26: Ben Guyatt. Apr.
27: Dave Martin. May 3: Ben  Guyatt. May 4: Wes
Zaharuk. May 10-11: Ben Guyatt. //3345
Harvester Rd., Burl.
COMEDY NIGHT AT RUST CITY BREWERY •
Hosted by James Butler. Last Thursday of every
month. //27 King William St. 
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COMEDY NIGHT AT STONEWALLS • Every other
Thursday. Hosted by Lisa Marie Ariel & Bret
Measor. Next dates: Apr. 18, 8:30pm. //339 York
Blvd.
COMEDY NIGHT AT TRACIE’S PLACE • In sup-
port of the East Hamilton Optimist Club. Apr 14,
7-9pm. $15. // 592 Upper James St. 
THE EX-FILES ALL NEW MOTIVATIONAL COM-
EDY SHOW • Featuring Melanie Crawford and
her Ex-Husband/Co-Parent Warren. Apr. 27,
8:30pm. $25. For info and tickets visit thepearl-
company.ca. //The Pearl Company, 16 Steven St.
GIRLS NITE OUT • An evening of stand-up and
improv await you. Girls Nite Out is an all-funny,
all-female troupe consisting of some of
Canada’s top stand-ups and comedy improvis-
ers. May 12, 7:30pm. For tickets visit burlington-
pac.ca. //Burlington Performing Arts Centre,
440 Locust St.
THE HI-LARRY-US SHOW • Join Larry Smith
and his guests for stand-up, live cartooning,
games and prizes, music, sketches, improv,
puppets and more. Last Friday of every month,
8pm. $20. Next date: Apr. 26. For info and tick-
ets visit thepearlcompany.ca. //The Pearl
Company, 16 Steven St.
KEVIN NEALON • Nealon is best known for his
nine-year stint as a cast member of NBC’s
Saturday Night Live, and has received critical
acclaim for his role in the Showtime series,
Weeds. • Apr. 23, 8pm. For tickets visit oakville-
centre.ca. //Oakville Centre, 130 Navy St.,
Oakville. • Apr. 24, 7:30pm. //FirstOntario
Performing Arts Centre. For tickets visit
FirstOntarioPAC.ca //FOPAC, St. Catharines
LAUGH AT THE JUDGE • Sundays at 9pm. //25
Augusta St.
LEVITY COMEDY CLUB & LOUNGE • Apr. 12-13:
Jay & Eytan. Apr. 19-20: Ben Miner. Apr. 26-27:
Sandra Battaglini. • Every Wednesday is
Amateur Night. • For tickets visit levitycomedy-
club.com. //120 King St. W. 
RON JAMES...FULL THROTTLE • May 2,
7:30pm. $65. For tickets visit oakvillecentre.ca
//Oakville Centre, AEG Libherr Auditorium, 130
Navy St., Oakville
THE SECOND CITY IMPROV ALL-STARS •
Second City’s greatest comedic minds throw
away their scripts, and their inhibitions, to battle
wits before a live audience and see who can get
the biggest laughs. No topic is too sacred, no
brow too low. And only the funny will survive.
Best of all, the audience determines how the
action will unfold, making each night a unique
experience where anything might happen. Apr.
13, 8pm. For tickets visit thezoetic.ca //The
Zoetic Theatre, 526 Concession St.
SMILE • Stand up comedy featuring Ray
Lipowski, Mark Trinidad & Marito Lopez. May 5,
6pm. $50. For ticket visit Ticketgateway.com

//Lincoln Alexander Centre, 160 King St. E.
STAIRCASE THEATRE • Every Monday is Improv
Bootcamp at 7pm. Learn the basics of Improv in
a fun and supportive environment. $8. • Every
Tuesday is Advanced Improv at 7pm. Watch our
main stage cast be put through their paces in
this workshop/show format. $10. //27 Dundurn
St. N.
YUK YUKS BURLINGTON • Apr. 12-13: Rob
Ross, Dave Atkinson, Bryan Hatt. Apr. 19-20:
Dom Pare, Andrew Barr, Anthony Mlekuz. Apr.
26-27: Chuck Byrn, Scott Faulconbridge, Laura
Leibow. May 3-4: Jeff Paul, Amber Harper-
Young, Jarrett Campbell. May 10-11: Adam
Christie, Christophe Davidson, Chanty
Marostica. • For info tickets visit yukyuks.com.
//380 Brant St., Burl. 

EVENTS••
ART AT THE DIPLOMAT • The Diplomat has
partnered with the  Art Gallery of Hamilton in
celebration of the annual AGH art sale. Enjoy
art-inspired prix fixe menus through Apr. 28.
//43 King William St.
CHEZ DINE EVENTS • Foraging For Fungi
Family Dinner. A vegan family style dinner. Apr.
11, 6:30pm. //The Mustard Seed, 460 York Blvd.
FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE •
Gordon Lightfoot. Apr. 11-12, 8pm. //Partridge
Hall. • Pops!4-The Force Is With Us! Apr. 13,
7:30pm, Apr. 14, 2:30pm. //Partridge Hall. •
Classic Albums Live-Prince. Apr. 17, 7:30pm.
//Partridge Hall. • Ms. Lisa Fischer & Grand
Baton. Apr. 25, 7:30pm. //Partridge Hall. •
Masterworks 6-Snap Shots. Apr. 27, 7:30pm,
Apr. 28, 2:30pm. //Recital Hall. • Cinephenia.
Apr. 30, 7:30pm. • Songs of the City. May 1, 7pm.
//Partridge Hall. • Art of Time Ensemble-
Doghouse Roses. May 2, 7:30pm. //Partridge
Hall. • 2019 St. Catharines Arts Awards. May 3,
7pm. //Recital Hall. • Peter Pan. A Chorus
Niagara presentation. The enchanting lavish
film fantasy Peter Pan, accompanied by a live
choral soundtrack curated by Artistic Director
Robert Cooper. May 4, 7:30pm. //Partridge Hall.
• I’ve Got The Music In Me. May 5, 4pm.
//Partridge Hall. • For tickets visit
FirstOntarioPAC.ca //FOPAC, St. Catharines
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY • April is How To
Month at Hamilton Public Library. • Learn a
Language.** Apr. 11, 2:30pm. //Terryberry. •
Write. Apr. 13, 9am. //Binbrook.  • Write a
Legacy Letter.** Apr. 15. //Ancaster. • Apply For
A City Artist Grant.** Apr. 16, 7pm.  //Turner
Park. • Save on Household Expenses.** Apr. 17,
2:30pm. //Terryberry. • Write a Resume.** Apr.
17, 4pm. //Terryberry. • Write a Horror Story.**

Apr. 17, 6:30pm. //Central. • Make Chia Pets.
Apr. 18, 3:30pm. //Dundas. • Declutter & Get
Organized.** Apr. 18, 2:30pm. //Terryberry. Apr.
23, 2pm. //Concession.  • Apply Makeup Like a
Pro.** Apr. 18, 7pm. //Turner Park. • Become a
Lawyer.** Apr. 18, 7pm. //Terryberry. • Edit
Videos.** Apr. 20, 10am. //Central. • Meditate.
Apr. 23, 6:30pm. //Ancaster. • Use Photoshop.**
Apr. 24, 3pm. //Valley Park. • Make Music with a
Garageband.** Apr. 24, 4pm. //Turner Park. •
Make 3D Canvas Art.** Apr. 24, 1:30pm.
//Waterdown. • Write Creatively.** Apr. 25, 4pm.
//Terryberry. • Use Digital SFX.** Apr. 27, 10am.
//Central. • Make Bad Art.** Apr. 29, 6:30pm.
//Waterdown. • Digitize Your Memories.** Apr.
29, 7:30pm. //Turner Park. • **Registration
required. For info visit hpl.ca
JANE GOODALL-JANE AT 85: REASONS TO
HOPE • Dr. Goodall will share her extraordinary
experience researching the chimpanzees of
Gombe Stream National Park in Tanzania with
ground-breaking results. Apr. 11, 7pm. For tick-
ets visit coreentertainment.ca //FirstOntario
Concert Hall
LADYBIRD ANIMAL SANCTUARY 5TH ANNUAL
SOIREE: CELEBRATING 1,000 RESCUES •
Featuring Luke Doucet and Melissa McClelland,
Whitehorse, Lisa Winn, Janine Stoll. Also
included in the ticket price will be complimenta-
ry local craft beer and wine, gourmet vegan fare,
and a silent auction.  All proceeds from this
event will help to save the lives of animals in
need in the Hamilton community and beyond.
Apr. 11, 7:30pm. 19+. $150. For tickets visit
canadahelps.org //Shawn & Ed Brewing Co., 65
Hatt St., Dundas
ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS • WWiinntteerr EExxhhiibbiitt:
Spiders Alive! Explore amazing adaptations and
behaviours in our interactive exhibit, and join us
for daily programs for all ages. Through Apr. 14,
10am-5pm. • Pyjama Party. Put on your P.J.s
and bring along your favourite critter plushie!
Spiders Alive will be open late on the final Friday
evening of each month and the last Friday of this
special exhibit. Join us for activities, games, and
everyone's favourite many-legged creatures.
Next date: Apr. 12, 5-8pm. • Earth Day Tree
Planting at Churchill Park. Apr. 20, 10am-2pm.
• RRBBGG SSppeeaakkeerr SSeerriieess. Kevin MacKay: Human
Evolution at a Crossroads: Ecological Collapse,
or a Sustainable Future? Apr. 9, 7-9pm.
Registration required. •• JJaazzzz BBrruunncchh CCoonncceerrtt
SSeerriieess.. Enjoy a delicious brunch complemented
by the tranquility of the historic Rock Garden at
the Royal Botanical Gardens and the sweet
sounds of live entertainment. Reservations
Required. Apr. 14: Steve Burnside and the
Marquis. Apr. 28: Don Campbell. •• EEaasstteerr
BBrruunncchh.. Apr. 21, 11am-1:30pm. Reservations

required. •• PPllaanntt FFaaiirree.. Find unique plants for
your home garden, and speak to passionate gar-
dening professionals. Apr. 27, 9am-2pm. Free
admission-donations welcome. •• MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy
WWeeeekkeenndd AAfftteerrnnoooonn TTeeaa.. May 11, 1pm and
4:30pm. Reservations required. • For details,
costs, tickets and to register for events, visit
www.rbg.ca //RBG Centre, 680 Plains Rd. W.,
Burl.
CLUB COUTURE •• Featuring Manila Luzon.
Fineapple Edition. An evening of performances,
hot couture, and hilarity like only Manila can
provide. Will also feature the best in local drag
talent as well as an Audience Lip Sync Battle
judged by the lip sync assassin herself - Ms
Luzon. Apr. 12, 7:30pm. 19+. For tickets visit
coreentertainment.ca //The Studio
DOIN’ DUETS •• A duets focused concert
fundraiser for Musicata-Hamilton’s Voices &
The Canadian Orpheus Male Choir. Hosted by
Pamela Blackwood-Marques. Also features
light refreshments, loonie sales, silent auction
and more. Apr. 12, 7pm. $15/Children under 10
free. //Church of the Ascension, 64 Forest Ave.
MISSISSIPPI QUEEN SOUTHERN SUPPER
SERIES •• Features a set, southern menu paired
with the musical talents of blues, and ‘American
Roots’ musicians. • Apr. 12: Tim Bastmeyer. •
Apr. 18: Frank Cosentino. • Apr. 25: James
Anthony. • Apr. 27: Paul James. • Apr. 30: Brant
Parker. • May 10: Big Dave McLean, Raoul
Bhaneja. • $45 for meal and show. For more
info, including menu details, visit mississip-
piqueenfoods.com or call 905.526.0909.  //635
King St. E.
ACOUSTIC BLEND COFFEE HOUSE CONCERT •
Tomorrow’s Headliners. Top students from the
Greater Hamilton Area and Halton Region take
to the stage at our Hamilton location. Apr. 13,
8pm. $14 adv/$18 door. For tickets visit
acousticblendcafe.com //86 Homewood Ave.
ARTESCAPE • Culture for Kids in the Arts' (CKA)
Board of Directors present an evening of merri-
ment, food (La Piazza Allegra & Cake and Loaf)
and libations (Collective Arts) at its 2nd annual
fundraising event. DJ, silent auction, escape
room, tapas, cash bar, cocktail dress code.19+.
Apr. 13. $20 adv, until 4pm Apr. 13/$25 door. For
ticket visit eventbrite. //Hamilton Conservatory
For the Arts, 126 James St. S.
5 AT THE FIRST CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES:
MUSIC OF CANADIAN WOMEN • Mercer Duo.
Apr. 13, 3pm. $20 adults/$15 seniors/$5 stu-
dents, unwaged/Free under 12. Free parking
and fully accessible. Tickets online at
universe.com/stringextravangazavii //First
Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn St. S.
JAZZ CONNECT BIG BAND • Down With The
Count: The Music of Count Bassie. Apr. 13, 8pm.

$15 adv/$20 door. For tickets visit bruha.com.
//The Spice Factory, 121 Hughson N.
MONSTER JAM • See 8 awesome Monster Jam
trucks including Grave Digger, two female driv-
ers, plus two new trucks debut in Hamilton. Apr.
13-14.  Tickets start at $15. For info and tickets
visit monsterjam.com or ticketmaster.ca
//FirstOntario Centre, 101 York Blvd.
OAKVILLE CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING
ARTS • The Wanted. Apr. 13, 8:30pm. • Anda
Union. Apr. 18, 8pm. • Lisa Fischer. Apr. 24, 8pm.
• Musical Paris-Oakville Symphony. May 4, 8pm,
May 5, 2pm. • Classic Albums Live-Pink Floyd:
Wish You Were Here. May 10, 8pm. • For more
info visit oakvillecentre.ca //OCPA,130 Navy St.,
Oakville
TOMORROW’S HEADLINERS • Features top
students from the Greater Hamilton Area and
Halton Region. Apr. 13, 8pm. $14 adv/$18 or  2
or $35 at door. For tickets visit acousticblend-
cafe.com //Acoustic Blend Cafe, Melrose United
Church, 86 Homewood Ave.
SOLI DEO  GLORIA • Apr. 14, 4pm. :Clarinettist
Stephen Pierre with an ensemble of signers and
instrumentatlists in a vespers service featuring
low-church music of the English Restoration. •
Free. Donations gladly accepted. //Central
Presbyterian Church, 165 Charlton Ave. W. 
THE SANDERSON CENTRE FOR THE PER-
FORMING ARTS • Jim Clayton Quartet. Apr. 15,
8pm. • Chubby Checker. Apr. 17, 2pm. • Ashley
MacIssac. Apr. 17, 8pm. • The Ultimate Garth
Brooks Tribute. Apr. 18, 7:30pm. • Classic
Albums Live-CCR Chronicle Vol. 1. Apr. 25, 8pm.
• Canadian Celtic Choir. Apr. 30, 7:30pm. •
Music of The Big Bands. May 9, 2:30pm. • For
info and tickets visit sandersoncentre.ca //88
Dalhousie St., Brantford
BURLINGTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE •
Classic Albums Live: Elton John’s Greatest Hits.
Apr. 18, 8pm. • Legends of Motown. Apr. 20,
8pm.  • Burlington Remembers Juno 75. May 6,
6:30pm. • American Icons. May 9, 8pm. •
Harbourtown Sound 15 Years. May 11, 7:30pm. •
Symphony on the Bay-American Proms. May 12,
3pm. • For tickets and more info visit burling-
tonpac.ca. //BPAC 440 Locust St. 905.681.2551
NADAH EL SHZALY CONCERT • Experimental
Egyptian singer, songwriter, multi-instrumen-
talist, and producer reinvents the popular music
of her homeland from the early 20th century,
incorporating electronics, free jazz, and noise
while pushing all of the above to new sonic and
harmonic frontiers. Apr. 19.  //Factory Media
Centre, 228 James St. N.
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST FROM
THE CROSS • By César Frank. The choir and
soloists of Central Presbyterian Church with

AABBSSIINNTTHHEE 38 KING WILLIAM 905.529.0349
AACCOOUUSSTTIICC BBLLEENNDD CCAAFFEE 86 HOMEWOOD AVE.                  905.522.1323
AAIIRR FFOORRCCEE CCLLUUBB 128 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 000.000.0000
AALLEE HHOOUUSSEE 802 UPPER GAGE AVE.                            289.755.0518
AARRMMYY NNAAVVYY CCLLUUBB 96 MACNAB ST. N.                              905.527.1000
AARRTTWWOORRDD AARRTTBBAARR 15 COLBOURNE 905.912.9083
AAUUGGUUSSTTAA HHOOUUSSEE 17 AUGUSTA 905.525.0367
AAVVLLYYNN’’SS LLOOUUNNGGEE 627 KING ST. E.                                            905.522.5111
BBAARRBBAARRAA CCAAFFFFEE 387 BARTON ST., STONEY CREEK 905.664.7316
BBAARROOQQUUEE 69 JOHN S. 905.393.6233
BBAARRRRAA FFIIOONNNN 1505 GUELPH LINE, BURL.                        905.319.3466
BBAARRTTOONN TTOOUUCCHHDDOOWWNN 912 BARTON ST. E..                            905.544.6031
TTHHEE BBIINNBBRROOOOKK GGRRIILLLL 3020 BINBROOK RD.             905.692.0909
TTHHEE BBLLAACCKK BBUULLLL 2475 MOUNTAINSIDE DR, BURL.              905.332.4282
BBLLAACCKK SSWWAANN 4040 PALLADIUM WAY, UNIT #1, BURL.     289.313.9999
BBOO’’SS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 419 DUNDAS ST., WATERDOWN 905.690.3133
BBOOBBBBIIEE’’SS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 2965 HOMESTEAD DR. MT HOPE 289.759.2002
TTHHEE BBRRAASSSSIIEE 73 WILSON W.                                                905.304.8935
BBRREEWW CCAAFFEE && BBAARR 22 BARTON ST. E.          905.962.0782 
TTHHEE BBRROOWWNN BBAARRRREELL 1515 UPPER OTTAWA 905.575.4606  
BBUUDDDDYY’’SS RROOAADDHHOOUUSSEE 1360 KING E. 905.545.1456
BBUURRLLIINNGGTTOONN PPEERRFFOORRMMIINNGG AARRTTSS CCEENNTTRREE 440 LOCUST 905.681.6000
CCAAPPRRII RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT 25 JOHN N.                                        905.525.7811
CCAARRNNEEGGIIEE GGAALLLLEERRYY 10 KING ST. W. DUNDAS 905.627.4265
CCAARRRRIIGGAANN AARRMMSS 2025 UPPER MIDDLE RD., BURL 905.332.6131
CCAASSAABBLLAANNCCAA WWIINNEERRYY IINNNN 4 WINDWARD DR., GRIMSBY 905.309.7171
TTHHEE CCAASSBBAAHH 306 KING W. 905.741.7625
TTHHEE CCAAPPIITTOOLL BBAARR 973 KING E. 289.389.1001
CCAATT ’’NN’’ FFIIDDDDLLEE 174 JOHN S. 905.525.3855
CCAAVVAALLLLOO NNEERROO 370 WILSON ST. E., ANC.  905.648.8888
CCIIRRCCAA GGAALLLLEERRYY 112GEORGE 905.921.1237
CCLLAANNCCYY’’SS PPUUBB 4490 FAIRVIEW, BURL.                                905.333.6805
CCLLIIFFFFOORRDD BBRREEWWIINNGG CCOO.. 398 NASH RD.                           905.560.5444
CCLLUUBB 5544 3345 HARVESTER ROAD, BURL.                            905.634.5454
CCLLUUBB 7777 77 KING WILLIAM ST. 905.527.7488
CCOOAACCHH && LLAANNTTEERRNN 384 WILSON E., ANC.                        905.304.7822
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIVVEE AARRTTSS BBRREEWWEERRYY 207 BURLINGTON ST. E.          289.426.2374
CCOOOOLLEERRÕSS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 558 UPPER GAGE 905.574.4664
CCOOMMEE BBYY CCHHAANNCCEE 78 MELVIN AVE. 905.547.3994

CCOOPPPPEERR KKEETTTTLLEE 312 DUNDAS ST. E., WATERDOWN 905.690.3696
CCOORRKKTTOOWWNN TTAAVVEERRNN 175 YOUNG 905.572.9242
CCUULLAANNTTRROO 537 MAIN ST. E. 905.777.0060
TTHHEE DDIICCKKEENNSS 423 ELIZABETH, BURL.                                  905.333.4991 
TTHHEE DDIIPPLLOOMMAATT 43 KING WILLIAM ST.                                  905.523.4343
TTHHEE DDOOOORRSS PPUUBB 56 HESS S. 905.540.8888
DDUUNNAASS VVEERRDDEESS 253 JAMES N. 905.522.4818
EEDDEENNSS 1548 MAIN W.                                              289.389.6493
EEMMEERRSSOONN 110099 109 EMERSON 289.425.2005
TTHHEE EENNDD ZZOONNEE BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 1305 MAIN ST. E.                   289.246.9663
EESSSSEENNCCEE 422 BARTON ST. E.                  289.396.5116
FFAAIIRRWWEEAATTHHEERR BBRREEWWIINNGG CCOO.. 5 OFIELD RD.   289.426.2983
FFIIDDDDLLEE && FFOOXX 999 UPPER WENTWORTH ST.          905.385.8555
FFIIOONNNN MMAACCCCOOOOLLSS 2331 APPLEBY LINE, BURL.               905.332.9990
FFIIOONNNN MMAACCCCOOOOLLSS 119 OSLER DR.               905.627.4729
FFIIRRSSTTOONNTTAARRIIOO CCEENNTTRREE 101 YORK 905.546.4040
FFIIRRSSTTOONNTTAARRIIOO CCOONNCCEERRTT HHAALLLL 1 SUMMERS LANE 905.546.3100
FFIIRRTTHH’’SS CCEELLTTIICC PPUUBB 543 UPPER JAMES 905.318.4277
55 WWEESSTT BBRREEWWPPUUBB && KKIITTCCHHEENN 3600 DUNDAS ST., BURL.   905.315.8782
TTHHEE FFOOOOLL AANNDD FFLLAAGGOONN 2255 BARTON E.                      905.573.7430
TTHHEE GGAALLLLEEYY PPUUMMPP 365 WENTWORTH ST. N.                                          905.522.5225
TTHHEE GGAASSWWOORRKKSS 141 PARK N.                                             905.719.6396
GGAATTOORR TTEEDD’’SS 1505 GUELPH LINE 905.336.3133
TTHHEE GGEEOORRGGEE HHAAMMIILLTTOONN 152 KING W.                              905.381.9820
GGEETT TTOOGGEETTHHEERR BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 253 KENILWORTH N.       905.544.1950
GGLLAADDSSTTOONNEE TTAAVVEERRNN 1385 MAIN E. 905.393.9842
GGOOWWNN && GGAAVVEELL 24 HESS ST. S. 905.523.8881
GGRRAAIINN && GGRRIITT BBRREEWWEERRYY 11 EWEN RD. 905.769-1320
HHAAMMIILLTTOONN AAIIRR FFOORRCCEE AASSSSOOCC.. 128 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 905.628.6697
HHAAVVNN 26 BARTON ST. E.              000.000.0000 
HHAAMMIILLTTOONN LLEEGGIIOONN BBRR.. 116633 435 LIMERIDGE 905.387.4515  
AARRMMYY && NNAAVVYY VVEETTEERRAANNSS SSOOCCIIEETTYY 95-96 MACNAB ST. N. 905.527.1000  
HHOONNEESSTT LLAAWWYYEERR 110 KING ST. E.                     905.522.5297
HHOONNEESSTT LLAAWWYYEERR 1070 STONECHURH RD. E.                    905.385.9797
IINNNNSSVVIILLLLEE 1143 HWY. 8,STONEY CREEK 905.643.1244  
IINNTTOO TTHHEE AABBYYSSSS 119A LOCKE ST. S.                              905.518.7609
JJAAYYSS SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 558 UPPER GAGE 905.574.4664
JJEERRSSEEYYSS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 1450 HEADON RD. 905.319.0525
KKIINNGG’’SS LLAANNDDIINNGG 1900 KING ST. E.                               905.544.7766

LLAAZZYY FFLLAAMMIINNGGOO 19 HESS S.                                               905.527.0567
LLEEAANNDDEERR BBOOAATT CCLLUUBB 50 LEANDER DR.                                       905.527.7377
LL’’EETTRRAANNGGEERR 109 JAMES ST. N.                                              905.906.2401
TTHHEE LLIIOONNSSHHEEAADD PPUUBB 137 JOHN S.                                    905.522.7090
LLIITTTTLLEE GGRRAASSSSHHOOPPPPEERR 37 BARTON ST. E. 905.393.7641
LLOOUU DDAAWWGG’’SS SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN BBBBQQ 116 GEORGE ST.         289.389.3227
LLUUKKAAYYAA CCAAFFEE 592 UPPER WELLINGTON ST.         905.383.2533
TTHHEE MMAASSQQUUEE 13 HESS S.                                                      289.700.5595
MMAATTTTSSOONN && CCOO.. 225  LOCKE ST. S.                          905.525.0225
MMAAXX RREESSTTOO LLOOUUNNGGEE 102-2180 ITABASHI WAY, BURL.           905.336.1500
MMEELLAANNHHEEAADDZZ VVAAPPEE LLOOUUNNGGEE 303 YORK BLVD.                289.527.1420
MMIILLLL SSTT.. && FFIIVVEE 324 DUNDAS ST.E., WATERDOWN 905.690.1058
MMIILLLLSS HHAARRDDWWAARREE 95 KING E.                                             905.777.1223
MMOODDRRNN NNIIGGHHTTCCLLUUBB 15 HESS ST. S.                                             289.389.3561
MMUULLBBEERRRRYY CCOOFFFFEEEE HHOOUUSSEE 193 JAMES ST. N.             905.963.1365
MMUUSSTTAANNGG’’SS 301 FRUITLAND RD., STONEY CREEK 905.643.7679
TTHHEE PPEEAARRLL CCOOMMPPAANNYY 16 STEVEN 905.524.0606
PPEEPPPPEERRWWOOOODD BBIISSTTRROO 1455 LAKESHORE RD., BURL 905.333.6999
TTHHEE PPHHEEAASSAANNTT PPLLUUCCKKEERR 20 AUGUSTA 905.529.9000
PPLLUUCCKKEERR’’SS 335 PLAINS RD. E., BURL.                     289.337.9454
TTHHEE PPOOUURR HHOOUUSSEE 1115 FENNELL E.                     905.389.6602
TTHHEE PPOOWWEERRHHOOUUSSEE 21 JONES 905.930.7381
PPRRIIMMEE TTIIMMEE SSPPOORRTTSS BBAARR 218 KENILWORTH N.               905.544.6488
PPUUBB FFIICCTTIIOONN 1242 GARNER RD. W., ANC.                         905.304.9990
PPUURRPPLLEE PPEEAARR 946 BARTON E.                    905.527.7179
TTHHEE QQUUEEEENN’’SS HHEEAADD 400 BRANT, BURL 905.632.1300
RRAADDIIUUSS 151 JAMES ST. S.                                          905.393.1658
RREEBBEELL’’SS RROOCCKK IIRRIISSHH PPUUBB 537 KING E.                             905.777.1771 
TTHHEE RREECC RROOOOMM 2732 BARTON E.                             289.389.1395 
RROOCCKK OONN LLOOCCKKEE 320 CHARLTON AVE. W.                         905.522.0602
RR..CC..LL.. BBRRAANNCCHH 662222 12 KING ST E, STONEY CREEK 905.662.4171 
RR..HH..LL..II.. CCLLUUBB 1353 BARTON E.                                      905.545.4611
SSTT.. LLOOUUIISS BBAARR AANNDD GGRRIILLLL 450 APPLEBY LINE, BURL 905.333.8118 
SSAASSSSOO 1595 UPPER JAMES ST.                                               905.526.4848
SSEEEEDDWWOORRKKSS 126 CATHARINE ST. N.                                               905.523.7425
SSHHAAOOLLIINN UUNNDDEERRGGRROOUUNNDD 229 JAMES ST. N..                           289.389.9525
SSHHAAWWNN && EEDD BBRREEWWEERRYY 65 HATT ST., DUNDAS 289.238.9979
SSHHOOEELLEESSSS JJOOEE’’SS 1183 UPPER JAMES 905.383.5637
SSLLYYEE FFOOXX PPUUBB 4057 NEW, BURL 905.639.3900

SSNNOOOOTTYY FFOOXX 1011 KING W.                                                     905.546.0000
SSOOUUSS BBAASS 145 MAIN ST. E.                                   000.000.0000
SSOOUUTTHHCCOOTTEE 5533 534 GARNER RD., ANC.                                     289.239.8888
SSPPIICCEE FFAACCTTOORRYY 121 HUGHSON ST. N.              905.662.1112
SSPPUURRSS RROOAADDHHOOUUSSEE 188 BARTON ST. E., STONEY CREEK 905.522.1227
TTHHEE SSTTAAIIRRCCAASSEE 27 DUNDURN N.                                         905.529.3000
SSTTOONNEERROOAADD’’SS 533 CONCESSION ST. 905.545.8816
SSTTOONNEEWWAALLLLSS 339 YORK BLVD. 905.577.0808
TTHHEE SSTTUUDDIIOO 1 SUMMERS LANE 905.546.3100
SSUUPPRREEMMEE BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 5111 NEW ST., BURL 905.333.5282
TTAAIILLGGAATTEE CCHHAARRLLIIEE’’SS 69 JOHN S.                                      905.526.6666
TTAAPPSS BBAARR && GGRRIILLLL 128 PARKDALE AVE. N.                       905.393.8805
TTHHIIRRSSTTYY CCAACCTTUUSS 2 KING ST. E., DUNDAS 905.627.8488
3333 BBOOWWEENN 33 BOWEN ST.                           289.396.8865
TTHHIISS AAIINN’’TT HHOOLLLLYYWWOOOODD 345 JAMES N.                           289.396.3911
TTIINN CCUUPP 1831 WALKER’S LINE, BURL.                          905.315.7727
TTOOAASSTT WWIINNEE BBAARR 10 JOHN ST. N.                                  289.389.5480
TTRRAACCIIEE’’SS PPLLAACCEE 592 UPPER JAMES 905.538.0795
TTUURRTTLLEE JJAACCKK’’SS 1180 UPPER JAMES 905.389.6696
TTHHEE VVIICCAARR’’SS VVIICCEE 2251 RYMAL E., STONEY CREEK 905.560.1586
TTHHEE UUNNDDEERRGGRROOUUNNDD 41 CATHARINE ST. N.          905.527.7488
UUPPTTOOWWNN SSOOCCIIAALL HHOOUUSSEE 1900 WALKERS LINE, BURL.          905.331.4700
WWAATTEERRDDOOWWNN LLEEGGIIOONN 79 HAMILTON ST. N., WDWN 905.689.6112
TTHHEE WWEEEE DDRRAAMM 1831 MAIN ST. W.                                           905.920.8180
WWEESSTT EENNDD PPUUBB 151 EMERSON 905.524.3655
TTHHEE WWEESSTTDDAALLEE 1040 KING ST. W.                                            905.577.0074
WWIINNDDJJAAMMMMEERR BBYY TTHHEE LLAAKKEE 5353 LAKESHORE RD. BURL 905.632.2333
TTHHEE WWIINNGG 3210 HOMESTEAD DR., MOUNT HOPE 289.280.0157
WWIINNCCHHEESSTTEERR AARRMMSS 120 KING ST. W., DUNDAS 905.627.8016
WWOOBBBBLLEEYY SSCCOOTTSSMMAANN 309 CROCKETT 905.389.8224
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 550 FENNEL AVE. E.                            905.388.7770
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 875 MAIN ST. W.                            905.528.7822
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 1508 UPPER JAMES ST.                         905.575.7821
YYEE OOLLDDEE SSQQUUIIRREE 3537 FAIRVIEW, BURL 905.333.6627
TTHHEE ZZOOEETTIICC 526 CONCESSION 905.902.5683
ZZYYLLAA’’SS 299 JAMES ST. N.                                                                      905.818.7141
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Orchestra under Dr. Roger Bergs. Apr. 19, 8pm.
Free-freewill offering. //Central Presbyterian
Church, 165 Charlton Ave. W. 
CRYSTAL JOURNEY: A GRAND CONJUNCTION
• Crystal Journey performs with Paiste Planet
gongs, Yamaha concert vibraphone, Persian
santoor, quartz singing bowls and harmonica.
Apr. 20, 6:30. pm. $25/person, $40/family. To
reserve contact 905.920.5683. //The Zoetic
Theatre, 526 Concession St.
HENRY MANX CONCERT • Apr. 20, 8pm. $40.
For tickets visit playhousecinema.ca.
//Playhouse Cinema, 177 Sherman Ave. N.
JOYCE CANCER BENEFIT • Features roast beef
dinner ($12), entertainment, live 4 bands, 50/50
raffles. Free admission. All donations accepted.
Apr. 20, 7:30-9pm. //R Place Tavern, 172 Beach
Rd.
THE WESTDALE EVENTS • Creative Soul:
Intimate conversations & unplugged perform-
ances with some of Canada’s greatest songwrit-
ers. Host Canadian singer songwriter Ian
Thomas talks with Canadian music legends on
the creative process, inspiration and keeping
one’s creativity alive. Apr. 25: Sylvia Tyson. May
16: Murray McLaughlin. June 13: Dan Hill.
$40/show or $100/series. • For info and tickets
visit thewestdale.ca //1014 King St. W.
THE HAMILTON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
• MMaaiinnssttaaggee//FFiirrssttOOnnttaarriioo CCoonncceerrtt HHaallll
CCoonncceerrttss:: Apr. 27: Ravel & Stravinsky. May 11:
Mahler’s Fifth. • SSeenniioorrss’’ TTaallkk && TTeeaa.. Enjoy a
late morning tea and scrumptious treat while
exploring the stories behind the famous com-
posers and music featured in HPO’s mainstage
concerts. Join Composer-in-Residence Abigail
Richardson-Schulte for these fascinating talks.
Then, make your way to the orchestra level of
the Great Hall for a behind-the-scenes peek at
an HPO rehearsal. Apr. 26, 11am: Ravel &
Stravinsky. May 10, 11am: Mahler’s Fifth. •
GGaalllleerryy SSeerriieess..  60-minute performance is host-
ed by Composer-in-Residence Abigail
Richardson-Schulte and the musicians and
starts with a Curator’s presentation of the
gallery’s current art exhibition. Stay for the post-
concert reception and meet the musicians and
gallery curators. Apr. 9, 7:30pm. $15. //Grimsby
Public Art Gallery, 18 Carnegie Lane, Grimsby. •
For more info, registrations and tickets visit
hpo.org|
MCMASTER LIVELAB CONCERT SERIES •
Featuring Barry Livingston Group. Jazz. Apr. 27,
8pm. $20-$30. For tickets visit livelab.mcmas-
ter.ca. //1280 Main St. W.
CHORUS HAMILTON: AT THE MOVIES TRILOGY
• Chorus Hamilton’s final concert of the season
will feature the best of current and past movie
musicals, including Hairspray, Mama Mia, West
Side Story, Singing in the Rain, and a special
number from Wayne’s World. Apr. 28, 3pm. $25.
For tickets visit chorushamilton.ca, email cho-
rushamilton@yahoo.ca or call 905.318.9381.
//St. Paul’s United Church, 29 Park St., Dundas
HAMILTON CONSERVATORY FOR THE ARTS
CONCERT SERIES • Michael Lewin. Featuring
piano works by Beethoven, Schumann, and
composers from Latin America. Apr. 28, 2pm.
$25/$20 senior/$15 students. For tickets visit
hcarts.ca or call 905.528.4020. //126 James St.
S.
LIVE LIKE THERE’S NO TOMORROW • An
inspiring & thought-provoking evening in sup-
port of Emmanuel House Hospice featuring talk

with renowned Palliative Care expert, Dr. BJ
Miller and performance by JUNO award winning
blues artist, Harrison Kennedy. Full steak and
lobster dinner included. May 2, 6:30pm dinner.
$125. For tickets vistgoodshepherdcentres.ca.
//Carmen’s Banquet Centre, 1520 Stone Church
Rd. E.
ACOUSTIC BLEND CAFE CONCERT: MAHIMA •
May 4, 8pm. $14 adv/$18 or 2 for $35 door. For
tickets visit acousticblendcafe.com //Melrose
United Church, 86 Homewood Ave.
DOORS OPEN HAMILTON • Explore our city that
is rich in history, culture and architecture while
visiting over 50 participating sites in this highly
anticipated event. May 4-5, 10am-4pm. For info
visit doorsopenontario.on.ca/hamilton 
STARS ON ICE • May 4, 7:30pm. For tickets visit
coreentertainment. ca //FirstOntario Centre 
MATT ANDERSEN & THE MELLOTONES • With
Amy Helm. May 5, 8pm.Licensed/All ages. For
tickets visit eventbrite.ca. //The Music Hall. New
Vision United Church, 24 Main St. W.
MUSIC AND MOTION • A full day itinerary, activ-
ities will kick off with the 9th annual Mike’s Ride
in support of Bike for Mike, followed by an after-
noon of family-friendly, music and wellness-
inspired activities including an ‘Instrument
Petting Zoo’, bike decorating stations, a parade,
and performances by the An Instrument For
Every Child Jambassadors. In the evening fea-
tures an exclusive performance by the Original
Blues BrothersTM Band, and Steve Strongman.
May 5. For more info visit hamiltonmusiccollec-
tive.ca //Collective Arts Brewing, 207 Burlington
St. E.
THE NEW VISION JAZZ VESPERS • Avery
Raquel with the Adrean Farrugia Piano Trio
w/Clark Johnson and Chris Wallace. May 12,
4:30pm. //The Music Hall. New Vision United
Church, 24 Main St. W.
ELTON ROHN • Tribute to Elton John feature 11
piece band, string section and grand piano. May
16, 7:30pm. For tickets visit benefitshow.net or
call 905.662.5503. //McIntyre Performing Arts
Centre, Mohawk College Fennell Campus, West
5th & Fennell Ave.  

ARTS••
ART IN THE WORKPLACE • The Atrium at
McMaster Innovation Park is transformed with
pieces from over 150 local artists, and feature
artist Deb Mack. Until June 26. Free admission,
week days 8am-6pm. artintheworkplace.ca
//175 Longwood Rd. S. 905-667-5500
ARTCRAWL • Second Friday night of every
month @ 7pm, all galleries in the area display
their new art. For more info visit jamesstreet-
north.ca• 
ARTFUL MOMENTS • The Art Gallery of
Hamilton’s Artful Moments program for per-
sons with dementia exhibition. Until Apr. 26.
//David Braley Health Sciences Centre,
McMaster University, Community Garden and
David R. Lee Model Railroad (1st floor), 100 Main
St. W.
ART GALLERY OF BURLINGTON • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Sanctuary: Chari Cohen. Until Apr. 21. • In
Search of Self: Denise McKay. Until Apr. 28. • All
Guild Show: Myths, Legends, and other Stories.
Apr. 20-May 19. • Permanent Collection
Corridor: Quebec: A Different Drummer.
Ongoing. • EEvveennttss:: Family Sunday Open Studio.
Every Sunday, 1-4pm. Free. All welcome. • For

more info visit artgalleryofburlington.com
//AGB, 1333 Lakeshore Rd.  
ART GALLERY OF HAMILTON • EEvveennttss:: Annual
AGH Art Sale.  Apr. 25-28. • EExxhhiibbiittss:: GGaalllleerryy
LLeevveell OOnnee • Above the Fold: New Expressions in
Origami. Until May 26. Tickets required. • The
Living Room: unfolding... Until May 12. •
Hamilton Now: Object. Until May 20. • LLeevveell TTwwoo
• Kim Adams: Bruegel-Bosch Bus. Permanent
display. • TThhee JJeeaann aanndd RRoossss FFiisscchheerr GGaalllleerryy..
Around the Bay Road Race: 125 Years Strong.
Until May 5. • Milli: A Celebration of Style. Apr.
13-Feb. 9. • Admission to this gallery is free
courtesy of Orlick Industries. • AAGGHH TTaallkkss::
Curator Talk: Nolan Bryant on Milii: A
Celebration of Style. May 2, 6pm. Free. • TToouurrss::
Enjoy a free guided tour by one of our specially
trained Docents. For individuals and groups
smaller than 10. Tours last approximately 40
minutes. Every Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday &
Statutory Holiday at 1:00 pm. • FFrreeee FFrriiddaayy
NNiigghhtt//TToouurrss && GGaammeeSShhoowwGGaammee.. On the first
Friday of every month, admission to the Gallery
Level One exhibitions is free from 4-8pm, with
free guided tours with an AGH docent at 6pm.
GameShowGame is an custom built immersive
comedy fuelled happening which takes place in
the AGH Living Room. Starts at 7pm. • KKiiddss &&
FFaammiilliieess:: Family Fun Days: Apr. 28. Family Time
Tour: 1pm-1:25pm. Ever wondered what your
child thinks about art? In these mini-tours of the
second floor exhibitions, our expert docents will
show kids and parents how to look carefully and
think creatively. Please gather in the lobby.
Hands-On Art Making Fun: 1:30-3:30pm. Join
our artist instructors to create a pop-up instal-
lation inspired by the exhibitions on view. Free
for AGH Members/ Non-members $5 per family
of 2 adults and up to 4 children. • For details
visit artgalleryofhamilton.com //123 King W.
905.527.6610
B CONTEMPORARY • Hosts monthly exhibitions
featuring established and emerging Guest
Artists. Openings are held the second Friday of
each month during Hamilton’s Art Crawl: 7pm-
11pm. • bcontemporary.wordpress.com //226
James N. 289.389.3949 •
BOLD ARTISTE • Featuring the original art-
works of Nancy Winlove-Smith. boldartiste.com
//Bold Artiste, 6 Bold St.•••
CARNEGIE GALLERY • MMaaiinn GGaalllleerryy EExxhhiibbiittss::
Carnegie Craft RetroACTIVE. This special exhi-
bition celebrates excellence in fine craft through
the work of seventeen artists in various media
who have all been recognized as award winners
in past Carnegie Craft Biennial Shows. Until Apr.
28. EEvveennttss:: Lecture: An Attraction to
Abstraction. An illustrated talk by Regina
Haggo. Apr. 23, 7-8pm. $10 member/$12 non-
member. • Carnegie Concert Series:   J.P.
Cormier. Mar. 30, 8pm. • For tickets and info
visit carnegiegallery.org //The Carnegie Gallery,
10 King W., Dundas, 905.627.4265
CENTRE3 FOR PRINT AND MEDIA ARTS •
EExxhhiibbiittss:: Unplug And Living Left, Hadley And
Rory Go To The South Seas. Until May 2.
Opening reception: Apr. 12, 7-10pm. • Centre3
Gallery, 173 James St. N.•
DUNDAS VALLEY SCHOOL OF ART • Artist
Talk-Sally McKay. Apr. 23, 10:30am. Free. No
registration required. • dvsa.ca //DVSA, 21
Ogilvie, Dundas••
EARLS COURT GALLERY • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Where The
Flowers Grow. Donna Fratesi & James
Gummerson. Until May 4. • For more info visit
earlscourtart.com //Earls Court Gallery 215
Ottawa N.•
EMPIRE TIMES BUILDING • Ken Justus.
Paintings. Abstract-impressionist work. A spe-
cial pop-up during Art Crawl. May 10. //41 King
William St.
FACTORY MEDIA CENTRE • For more info visit
factorymediacentre.ca or call 905.577.9191.
//228 James St. N.
THE GALLERY ON THE BAY • Iris McDermott
(new acrylics & collages). Until Apr. 14. •
Duanne  Nickerson. New oils and watercolour
paintings. Apr. 19-May 12. Opening reception
featuring live jazz by Henry Strong & Tom
Forsyth: Apr. 19, 7-10pm. •
galleryonthebay.com. 905.627.4265 //231 Bay
N.
HAMILTON ARTISTS INC. • EEvveennttss:: Pressure
Points. Gentrification and the Arts in Hamilton.
A two-day program exploring how gentrification
has been unfolding in Hamilton, and the arts
community’s role in that process. Through per-
formances, talks, discussions, and youth-led

initiatives, Pressure Points will examine the sys-
temic roots of urban injustices and economic
disparity, and forge points of solidarity between
affected populations and their allies. Apr. 12, 7-
11pm., Apr. 13, 10:30am-5pm. Must pre-regis-
ter. • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Winter Garden. Mere Phantoms.
Until May 11. • What We Know To Be True. Zahra
Baseri, Yasmeen Nematt Alla, and Arshia Salesi.
Until May 11. • Domestic Brew: Craft Beer
Garden. Ongoing. • For more info visit theinc.ca
//155 James St. N.•
HAMILTON CONSERVATORY FOR THE ARTS •
EEvveennttss:: HCA Concert Series: Michael Lewin.
Apr. 28, 2pm. • EExxhhiibbiittss:: Famous Living Artists
F.L.A. Collective. JudyBlue Anderson, Liz Bates,
Vicki Ferras, Leif Peng, Wendy Peng, Sylvia
Simpson. Until Apr. 18. • For more info visit
hcarts.ca. 905-528-4020. //126 James St. S.
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY • CCeennttrraall LLiibbrraarryy
44tthh FFlloooorr Great Art For Great Lakes. Lake
Ontario Portrait is a community art project that
consists of filled, transparent columns with mud
samples collected along Lake Ontario’s shore-
line. The sculpture was created by local artist
Nicole Clouston. As the mud is exposed to light,
the microbes present in the mud will begin to
grow, forming vibrant bands on the surface of
the sculpture. Ongoing. • CCeennttrraall LLiibbrraarryy
GGaalllleerryy44 AAnnnneexx Apr: Cheryl-Ann Hills. May:
Janice Kovar. • GGaalllleerryy BBaarrttoonn Apr-May: Fuzzy
Mall. • GGaalllleerryy DDuunnddaass Apr-May: Kyle Jeffers. •
GGaalllleerryy SSttoonneeyy CCrreeeekk Apr-May: John Pingree. •
GGaalllleerryy TTuurrnneerr PPaarrkk Apr-May: Jennifer Hicks.
KIRKLAND LYNCH STUDIO GALLERY • Original
stained glass designs by Siobhan Lynch, oil
paintings and drawings by Peter Kirkland. •
Gallery Hours:Tues-Sat 11am-5pm. • sio2cre-
ations.com, peterkirkland.com //654 Spring
Gardens Rd., Burl. 
MCMASTER MUSEUM OF ART • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Counterpoint: SUMMA 23019 @ The Cotton
Factory. Graduating McMaster BFA Student
Exhibition. This year it is held at The Cotton
Factory, 270 Sherman Ave. N. Until Apr. 19. •
Artist Garden: The Boat Project/everythingwill-
befine. Canadian artist Ernest Daetwyler will
build a site-specific work in the Museum’s Artist
Garden this summer. He will transform pieces
of driftwood into a boat form, embedded with a
steelcut text message, creating an environment
for both active engagement and reflection. Until
2020. • Antiquities. The Museum's Togo Salmon
Gallery has been rededicated as a space to
showcase exclusively McMaster's collection of
antiquities. Ongoing. • Susan Detwiler: Seed
Pack. Ongoing. • The Vishniac Coin Collection -
Numismatic Traditions from Antiquity to
Present. Ongoing. • Admission to all exhibitions
and events is free. For more info call
905.525.9140x23241 or visit museum.mcmas-
ter.ca //McMaster Museum of Art, 1280 Main
W.•
NOOK CAFE • Ted Basciano. “Excuse My
Crapulence”. Watercolour Pencil Drawings.
Until May. 3. //6 Bold St.
TERESA SEATON STUDIO & GALLERY • Gallery
features Teresa’s newest stained glass cre-
ations as well as some of the best regional
artists on a two month rotating basis. • Open
Weds-Sat 11am-5pm, Sun-Tues by appoint-
ment. For info visit teresaseaton.ca,
905.510.5030. //652 Spring Gardens Rd., Burl.
TRUE NORTH GALLERY/THE MUSIC GALLERY
•  On display and available for sale are over 100
one-of-a-kind original, and rare limited edition
art by both world famous, and not so famous
musicians, whose creativity is equally evident in
their art as it is in their music. Access to the
gallery is by invitation or appointment only.
//Griffin House-Arts Culture & Innovation
Business Centre, 23 Griffin St., Waterdown•
WEST HAMILTON ARTISTS TOUR • Visit 17
locations featuring 42 acclaimed artists working
in various fine craft and visual art mediums
from Hamilton and the surrounding region. May
11-12, 10am-5pm. For info visit  westhamil-
tonartiststour.com. //Locke Street and
Strathcona neighbourhoods
WORKERS ARTS & HERITAGE CENTRE •
EEvveennttss:: Artist Material Fund. The most impor-
tant element of the exhibition Division of Labour
is putting talk into action. Materials collected
from the artists’ construction and from sur-
rounding cultural institutions will be given away
to artists and individuals in the community,
rather than finding their way into the local land-
fill. People will have the ability to take away any
and all material from the installation as well as
other items, including equipment and fabrica-

tions slated for disposal from other cultural
institutions in the area. Until Apr. 20. • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Division of Labour: Suzanne Carte, Ghost of a
Dream, Rodrigo HGz, Basil AlZeri, Alejandro
Tamayo. Until Apr. 20. • PPeerrmmaanneenntt GGaalllleerriieess..
Nine to Five: A History of Office Work. • Custom
House History & The Hall of Hamilton Labour. •
Punching the Clock: Working in Canadian
Factories from the 1840s to the 1980s. •
Gateway to the Workers City & Made in
Hamilton Industrial. • For more info, tickets, or
to register for events visit wahc-museum.ca
//WAHC, 51 Stuart St.
YOU ME GALLERY • Gallery hours: Wed-Sun
12-5pm. youmegallery.com //330 James St. S.•

THEATRE|
ANCASTER COMMUNITY THEATRE • Play On by
Rick Abbott. Apr. 25-27, May 2-4, 8pm. $22,
includes refreshments. For tickets contact
289.489.2556. //St. John’s Parish Hall, 37 Halson
St., Ancaster
BINBROOK LITTLE THEATRE • Skin Flick by
Norm Foster. Middle-aged couple Daphne and
Rollie and their friend Alex have found them-
selves out of work and out of luck. So when they
come across a mistakenly rented X-rated movie,
they get the idea to make their own porno film
for some quick cash. The only problem is none
of them want to star in it themselves. As if on
cue, Jill, a birthday telegram messenger, acci-
dentally arrives on their doorstep and their cast
is set. Apr. 26-27, May 3-5, 10-11. $20. Dinner &
show combo $40. • For tickets contact
tickets@binbrooktheatre.ca or online at bin-
brooktheatre.ca. //Memorial Hall, 26 Hwy. 56,
Binbrook
DRURY LANE THEATRE • Monty Python’s
Spamalot. May 3-June 2. • For tickets visit
drurylane.ca //2269 New St., Burl.
DUNDAS LITTLE THEATRE • Calendar Girls. A
group of English ladies tiring of landscapes
decide to pose nude for a fund raising calendar.
Apr. 26-27, May 3-5, May 9-12. For tickets email
info@dundaslittletheatre.com or call
905.627.5266. //Garstin Centre For The Arts, 37
Market St. S. Dundas. 
THE FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING ARTS CEN-
TRE • The Incredible Adventures. Apr. 14, 11am,
2pm. //Robertson Theatre. • Kid Koala’s. A spe-
cial interactive show brings audience members
into the sound making process. Each person is
seated at stations equipped with a turntable,
effects box and a small crate of colour coded
vinyl records. Through subtle coloured lighting
changes in the room, the audience is cued to
play along, becoming an integral component to
the soundtrack as the story unfolds. Apr. 18-20,
multiple times. //Robertson Theatre. • For tick-
ets visit firstontariopac.ca or call 905.688.0722.
//FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre, various
venues, St. Catharines
HAMILTON THEATRE INC. • Tommy. Based on
the iconic 1969 rock concept album, The Who's
Tommy is an exhilarating story of hope, healing
and the human spirit. May 10-25. • hamiltonthe-
atre.com or call 905.522.3032. //140 MacNab St.
N. 
MURDER MYSTERY THEATRE • Join us for a 4
course meal while enjoying our Murder Mystery
Theatre. May 11, 25, June 8. Doors open at
6:30pm, event starts at 7pm. • Call for reserva-
tions at 905.643.1244 //The Innsville Restaurant,
1143 Hwy. 8, Stoney Creek
OAKVILLE CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING
ARTS • Shrek The Musical. Suitable for ages 4
and up. Apr. 11-13, 7:30pm, Apr. 13-14, 2pm. •
For more info and tickets visit oakvillecentre.ca
//OCPA, Willson Auditorium, 130 Navy St.,
Oakville
PEARL COMPANY • Celebrating The Arts. Three
evenings of theatre, visual arts and live music.
Apr. 11-13. • Regresstival! Entertainment for
your inner child. Apr. 19. • Visiting Mr. Green: A
Play by Jeff Baron. Mr. Green, an elderly, retired
dry cleaner, wanders into New York traffic and is
almost run down by a car driven by Ross
Gardiner, a 29-year-old corporate executive. The
young man is given community service helping
the recent widower once a week for six months.
What starts as a comedy about two men who do
not want to be in the same room together
becomes a gripping and moving drama as they
get to know each other. May 2-5, 9-11. • For
tickets and info visit thepearlcompany.ca //16
Steven St.
THE PLAYERS’ GUILD OF HAMILTON  • Quartet.
Meet Cecily, Reggie, and Wilfred, residents in a
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home for retired opera singers, as they prepare
for the annual Verdi concert fundraiser. Apr. 11-
13, 18-20, 8pm and Apr. 13, 20, 2pm.  • For tick-
ets call 905.529.0284. For more info visit play-
ersguild.org //The Players' Guild of Hamilton, 80
Queen S.|
ROOK’S THEATRE • Mary’s Wedding. Mary and
Charlie's romance unfolds against the backdrop
of the First World War. Mary's Wedding takes
audiences from the big skies of the prairies to
the epic battlefields of France. May 9-11, 16-18,
8pm. $25. For tickets visit bruha.com. //The
HARRRP, 705 Main St. E.
THEATRE ANCASTER • Spring Musical Revue:
Divas. The theatre will be supercharged with
womanpower and the songs from over 30 divas
– you won’t be able to stay in your seat. Apr. 12-
13, 8pm. $37/$32 senior/$17 student. • Classic
Company. An exciting new theatre program
beginning September 2019, specially designed
for those age 55 and over. Please join us at our
Classics Company info session to learn more
about this exciting new program. Apr. 29, 7pm. •
For info and tickets visit theatreancaster.com or
call 905.304.7469. //Old Firehall Arts Centre, 334
Wilson St. E., Anc.
THEATRE AQUARIUS • Disney’s Freaky Friday-A
New Musical. When an overworked mother and
her teenage daughter magically swap bodies,
they have just one day to put things right again
before mom’s big wedding. Freaky Friday, a new
musical based on the celebrated novel by Mary
Rodgers and the hit Disney films, is a hilarious,
contemporary update on an American classic in
which a mother and daughter really see what it
is to be a family and experience each other’s
lives first-hand, if only for a day. Apr.  24-May 19.
• For tickets visit theatreaquarius.org or call
905.522.7529. //190 King William St.
THEATRE BURLINGTON • A Bad Year For
Tomatoes. Fed up with the pressures and
demands of her acting career, the famous Myra
Marlowe leases a house in the tiny New England
hamlet of Beaver Haven and settles down to
write her autobiography. A hilarious comedy by
John Patrick. Apr. 12-13, 19-20, 26-27, 8pm, Apr.
27, 2pm. • For tickets call 905.6399.7700 or visit
theatreburlington.on.ca //Theatre Burlington’s
Drama Centre 2311 New Street, Burl.|
TWEET TWEET • An aerial arts and circus cre-
ation for young children and their caregivers is
performed in an intimate forest-like setting.
Suitable for up to 5 year olds. May 11, 10am,
11:30am. For tickets visit coreentertainment.ca.
//The  Studio

FILM
AGH ILOVEFILMSERIES • Falls Around Her. Apr.
24, 7pm. Tickets required. • $10 AGH members
& students. $12 General. //Lincoln Alexander
Centre, 160 King St. E.. • For tickets visit art-
galleryofhamilton.com
AWAY FROM HER SCREENING & EXPERT
PANEL DISCUSSION • After the film there will
be an expert panel discussion on “Life with
Dementia”, followed by a Q&A. Panel moderat-
ed by Dr. Nadeem Akhtar (Psychiatrist at
Hamilton Family Health Team, Assistant
Professor at McMaster). Panelists: Dr. Sharon
Duff (Assistant Clinical Professor at McMaster,
Clinical Lead in Geriatric Psychiatry Programme
at St Joseph’s Healthcare), and Dr. Karen
Saperson (Professor at McMaster, Staff
Psychiatrist at St Joseph’s Healthcare). Apr. 17,
6:45pm. //Westdale Cinema,  1014 King St. W.
INTERNATIONAL FLY FISHING FILM FESTIVAL
• Worldwide fly-fishing adventures from
Alaska’s barren Kuskokwim River drainage to
lush South American jungles will be premiered
at the 2019 annual International Fly Fishing Film
Festival. April 23, 7:15pm. $17 at the door.
//Playhouse Cinema, 177 Sherman Ave. N.
ZOETIC THEATRE • Dirty Dancing. Sing-Along,
Quote-Along, Dance-Along. Apr. 27, 7pm. • For
tickets visit thezoetic.ca //Zoetic Theatre, 526
Concession St.

LITERARY
HAMILTON YOUTH POETRY SLAMS • Every
fourth Sunday of the month, 6-9pm. $5. All ages.
For details visit facebook.com/hamiltonyouth-
poets /Spice Factory, 121 Hughson St.
LITCHAT THE LITERARY SALON • David Lee on
The Importance of Popular Fiction. May 14,
7:30pm. For details visit litchat-
hamilton.blogspot.com. //LINC classroom, 4th
floor, Central Branch, Hamilton Public Library 

LITLIVE LITERARY READINGS • Featuring
Doyali Islam, Brad Smith, Ted Nolan, Jeffery
Donaldson, Jaclyn Desforges, Chris Chambers.
May 5, 7:30pm. For details visit
litlive.blogspot.com. //The Staircase, 27
Dundurn St. N.

MUSEUMS
BATTLEFIELD HOUSE MUSEUM & PARK •
Friends of Battlehouse Museum Lecture Series:
May 14, 7:30-9pm. • Open Tuesday to Sunday, 12
noon to 4 pm. • battlefieldhouse.ca //Battlefield
House Museum & Park, 77 King W., Stoney
Creek, 905.662.8458|
CANADIAN WARPLANE HERITAGE MUSEUM •
Dragstrip Memories. Nostaglic race Cars. Apr.
14. • Open 9am-5pm daily. For tickets and more
more info visit warplane.com //Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum, 9280 Airport Road,
Mount Hope
DUNDAS MUSEUM & ARCHIVES • EExxhhiibbiittss::
Dundas Inspired: A History of Visual Arts. Until
Apr. 27. • Cradled in the Valley: The Stories of
Dundas. Ongoing. • EEvveennttss:: Dundas Historical
Book Club. If you love history and love reading or
just enjoy a good read consider joining our
Historical Book Club. We meet the first
Thursday of every month from 6:30-8:00. Books
are selected by the members themselves, and
range from biographies, historical literature to
historical fiction and classics. Apr. 11: By
Nightfall by Michael Cunningham. • dundasmu-
seum.ca. //139 Park St. W., Dundas 
DUNDURN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE •
Experience a guided tour of this 40-room
Italianate-style villa built in the 1830’s on
Burlington Heights; the former site of a fortified
military encampment established by the British
in 1813. • Adults $11.50/Seniors, youth
$9.50/Children $6/Infants Free/Family $30. For
more info visit hamilton.ca. Open Tues-Sun,
noon to  4pm. //610 York Blvd. 905.546.2872
ERLAND LEE MUSEUM • For info visit
fwio.on.ca/erland. //552 Ridge Rd., Stoney
Creek. 
FIELDCOTE MEMORIAL PARK & MUSEUM •
EEvveennttss:: Quilting Workshops. Participants (age
18+) of all skill levels are welcome to engage in
this make-a-quilt project. Offered on Fridays, 5-
9pm, and Mondays 9:30am-12pm. Drop in for a
few hours or stay for the whole session. Sewing
machine in working order is required. $60. For
more info contact fieldcote@hamilton.ca. •
Ontario Archaeological Society Monthly
Lectures. Apr. 18, 7:30-9pm. • For info  visit
hamilton.ca. Open Tues-Sat, 1-5pm. //64
Sulphur Springs Rd., Anc.
GRIFFIN HOUSE • The Griffin House is recog-
nized as an important Canadian Black History
site. Visit this preserved early 19th century
home, set on a hilltop overlooking the beautiful
Dundas Valley. Explore the history of Enerals
Griffin and other early Black settlers, and enjoy
a walk along nearby trails. //733 Mineral
Springs Rd., Ancaster
HAMILTON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM •
Wednesday Wigglers. Provides preschool aged
children (2-4 yrs) an opportunity to explore the
environment through adult-facilitated and child-
directed activities by engaging in this themed
drop-in program that includes story time,
songs, discovery and creation centres.
Wednesdays, 10am-11:30am. Apr. 17: Here
Comes Peter Cottontail. Apr. 24: Butterflies and
Bumblebees. • Early Morning Risers. Start your
Saturday morning with company, coffee and
treats and let the kids get to work playing in an
interactive & exploratory environment.
Saturdays, 7:30-9am. • Open Tues-Sat.,
9:30am-3:30pm. For info visit
www.hamilton.ca/museums //1072 Main St. E. 
HAMILTON  MILITARY MUSEUM • Originally Sir
Allan MacNab’s gatehouse, the museum fea-
tures many Canadian military history exhibits. •
For info visit hamilton.ca //610 York Blvd.
HAMILTON MUSEUM OF STEAM & TECHNOLO-
GY • Doing It Justice: The Steam Museum in
3D. A free exhibit of Jennifer Kaye’s photogra-
phy. Until Sept. 8. • For more info visit hamil-
ton.ca/museums //900 Woodward Ave.
905.546.4797||
H.M.C.S. HAIDA NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE •
For info visit hmcshaida.com. //Pier 9, 658
Catharine St. N.
IRELAND HOUSE • Sp’egg’tacular Easter.
Features Easter egg trail, Easter bunny, chil-
dren’s entertainment, petting zoo (11:30am-

2:20pm), and Easter themed games and crafts.
The historic house will be open for tours, with
hot cross buns being made on the 1830s
Rumford hearth and hot chocolate being served
from the wood stove in the summer kitchen. A
small vendor market will be on site featuring
local, handmade items and desserts. Apr. 13,
11am-3pm. Admission for children participating
in the Easter egg hunt is $10, all accompanying
family and friends are free. For info and tickets
visit museumsofburlington.ca. //Ireland House
Museum, 2168 Guelph Line
WESTFIELD HERITAGE VILLAGE • Good Friday
at Westfield. Enjoy traditional spring-themed
games, crafts, activities and demonstrations.
Apr. 19, 12:30-4pm. • For more info and tickets
visit westfieldheritage.ca //Westfield Heritage
Village, 1049 Kirkwall Rd., Rockton
WHITEHERN HISTORIC HOUSE & GARDEN •
Open Tues-Sun, noon-4pm. $7 adults/$6 sen-
iors, youth/$5 children/infants free/Family $20.
//41 Jackson St. W., 905.546.2018

COMMUNITY
ACCESS TOASTMASTERS • Do you want to
learn the art of public speaking and self presen-
tation? Do want to have fun? New members are
always welcome. Every Wednesday, 7pm. //St.
Joseph's Immigrant Women's Centre, 182
Rebecca St. (corner of Rebecca & Ferguson)
ALIENATED GRANDPARENTS ANONYMOUS
SUPPORT GROUP • We meet on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of every month year round. We often
have guest speakers. Free. //422 North Shore
Rd. E., Burl.
ANCASTER LIONS CLUB SPRING CRAFT AND
GIFT SHOW • Features local crafters with their
unique crafts.  Drop by the Lion’s Cafe for a cof-
fee, lunch or snack. Proceeds raised support
local community organizations. Apr. 19, 10am-
4pm.  $5, children under 12 are free. For info
visit ancasterlions.ca. //Ancaster Fairgrounds,
Merritt Hall, 630 Trinity Rd. S.
ARTS AND CRAFTERNOONS • A crafty happy
hour sponsored by Collective Arts. Great tunes.
Supplies on hand. Thursdays, 4-7pm. Free.
//This Ain’t Hollywood, 345 James St. N.
BURLINGTON MANSION TOASTMASTERS •
Gain confidence, leadership skills and learn the
art of public speaking. Everyone is welcome and
the first three visits are free. Every Wednesday,
7:30-9:30pm. For more info visit mansiontoast-
masters.com //Cumis Room, Paletta Mansion,
4250 Lakeshore Rd. E., Burl.|
CFUW-HAMILTON SPEAKER EVENT • Dr.
Kendra Coulter from Brock University will speak
on “Labours of Love: The Place of Care in our
Current and Future Relationships with
Animals”. Her presentation will deal with the
concept of care, highlighting
labour/human–animal relationships and
changes which could cultivate ethical, humane
jobs and societies. Apr. 16, 7-8pm. Free.
//Sackville Hill Seniors Recreation Centre, 780
Upper Wentworth St. 
CHILDREN’S INTERNATIONAL LEARNING
CENTRE  PROGRAM PREVIEW • Join us for a
bake sale and open house to celebrate the
launch of our new program: PLAY! It's
Universal!. Discover how people learn about
themselves, the world and other cultures
through play, toys and games. Apr. 11, 12:30-
6pm. //189 King William St.
EYE WITNESS REPORT FROM VENEZUELA • By
Eva Bartlett, independent Canadian journalist.
Apr. 29, 7pm. Free admission. //New Vision
United Church, 24 Main W.
FOOD BANK DONATIONS • An easy way to
donate non-perishable items to our local food
banks. A 24/7 drop off box is located at 440 York
Boulevard, in front of Midas (corner of Locke
and York) Half a block east of the Mustard Seed
co-op. Donations are delivered to the food banks
at Good Shepherd,  Mission Services  St.
Matthew’s and  Salvation Army, Suggested food
items: Baby food, tinned Meat, Peanut butter,
cereal, pasta, tomato sauce, pet food. For more
info call 905.527.0432, email strathconaneigh-
boursnetwork@gmail.com
HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE
CLUB • Apr. 19: No dance on Good Friday. • For
more info visit hamiltonfolkdance.ca. //St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, corner of King St. W. and
Haddon Ave., Westdale.
HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB EVENTS •
Wildfowl at Slimbridge Wetlands SW England.
Join HNC Bird Study Group as they host James

Lees for a free talk about a Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust property in Southwestern
England. Apr. 15, 7-9pm. //Burlington Seniors
Centre. • Doing the Dempster: Driving
Dempster Highway from Dawson to the Arctic
Ocean. Join Hamilton Naturalists Club for a free
talk with Jessica Bayne. The Dempster is a
Highway in name alone. Both the Dempster and
the new highway to Tuktoyaktuk are prone to
washouts, landslides, and mud that makes the
road turn to grease, and dry spells that turn the
road surface into a dust bowl and a hardpan. It
is such a challenge to drive that it is recom-
mended that a heavy duty vehicle equipped with
one or more spare tires, a jerrycan of extra fuel
and damage insurance, be used. So why do so
many trucks and camper vans set off on a
march up this highway each summer? The
breathtaking scenery, wildlife, geological for-
mations and sheer vastness of the landscape,
that’s why. In July of 2018 Jessica and Richard
drove the Dempster Highway to Inuvik and the
new highway from Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk. Find
out! All welcome. Free.  May 13, 7-9pm. //RBG.
• All talks are free and all are welcome. For
more info visit hamiltonnature.org. Burlington
Seniors Centre, 2285 New St. or RBG, 680 Plains
Rd.
HAMILTON NO. 1 TOASTMASTERS  • Build
confidence, communication & leadership skills.
Mondays 7-8:30pm. For info call 905.648.9503,
contact  hamiltonno1@gmail.com, or visit on
facebook: @hamiltonno1 //Downtown YMCA, 79
James St. S. Paddy Cline room. 
HAMILTON VIDEO FILM MAKERS • Do you
make Videos? Want to meet with other Video
enthusiasts? Hamilton Video Film Makers
meeting are the first  Thursday of every month
at 7pm. For info visit hvfm.ca. //Knights of
Columbus Hall, 222 Queenston Rd.
HAMMER CITY ROLLER DERBY • May 11, 5pm.:
Hammer City Eh! Team vs Renegade Derby
Dames Striking Vikings (WFTDA) and Hammer
City Dundurn Hassle vs Renegade Derby Dames
Bombshell Battalion. For tickets visit ham-
mercityrollerderby.ca //Dave Andreychuk Area,
25 Hester St.
THE KING’S WAY OUTREACH CENTRE EASTER
DINNER • Easter dinner, gifts for everyone, live
music. Apr 13, 12-3pm. For info call
905.308.9991. //First Pilgrim United Church, 200
Main St. E.
LAST CHANCE RUMMAGE SALE • St Stephen’s
property and building has been sold. Clothing
for every day and boutique, jewellery, collecta-
bles, household etc. Too many bargains to list,
including items that won’t be travelling with us
to our new home. Apr. 13, 9am. //St Stephen
United Church, 2258 Parkway Dr.,  Burl.
LIBERATION SEDER • The Jewish Liberation
Theology Institute's very own Rabbi Lucia
Pizarro and Kohenet in training SandraLaya
Ruch will co-lead year's Seder in Hamilton. Our
Seder is dedicated to a free Palestine and the
liberation of all peoples. Apr. 22, 6:30-9:30pm.
$20. For tickets visit jelithin.ca. //New Vision
United Church, 24 Main St.W.
MENTAL HEALTH RIGHTS COALITION • Need to
talk about mental health or addiction issues?
Talk to someone who has been there and has
formal training in Peer Support. 11am-4pm,
Mon-Thurs, noon-4pm Friday. • 905.545.2525,
mentalhealthrights.ca //Suite 103-100 Main St
E.
MOOD MENDERS SUPPORT SERVICES •
Offering coping skills and educational forums
for individuals living with Depression or Bipolar
Disorder, and their family members or support
persons. Featuring guest speakers, facilitated
group discussions, and literature on support
venues. Find hope and knowledge among peers
on your journey to wellness. Free to attend.
Second Tuesday of each month 7-9pm @ St.
Joseph’s Hospital, Charlton Campus, Juravinski
Tower, 2nd Floor, Miller Theatre; third Tuesday
of every month 2-4pm @ St. Peter’s HARRRP,
705 Main St. E., and the fourth Tuesday of each
month 2-4pm @ First Pilgrim United Church,
200 Main E. 
MOM-UMENTAL SHOPPING • Mother’s Day
shopping. Bring Mom in to see the huge selec-
tion of amazing gifts from various vendors.
There is a vice for every mom from SweetLegs,
Teas and Essential Oils right down to treats for
Mom's favorite pooch. Proceeds collected by the
event coordinators is being donated to 541
Eatery & Exchange. May 5, 10am-5pm. //541
Eatery & Exchange, 1415 Barton St. E.
NAR-ANON MEETING • Family support group.
“Never alone-hope in Hamilton”. We carry the

message of hope throughout the world to those
affected with addiction of someone near to
them. All welcome. Mondays at 7pm, except hol-
idays. //HARRRP Community Centre-St. Peter’s,
705 Main St. E. & St. Clair. St Clair entrance,
lower level.
PINBALL FOR HUMANITY • Monthly Charity
Tournament in support of Habitat for Humanity
Hamilton happening the last Sunday of every
month starting 5pm. $5 registration purchases
10 tokens, and Arcade will be donating those
proceeds to Habitat for Humanity - Hamilton.
Plus, we suggest donating what you can above
the $5 to help with costs of IFPA registration and
to donate more to Habitat for Humanity. For
more info contact
hammercitypinball@gmail.com //Arcade, 107
George St., 2nd floor.
PSYCHIC SANDEE • Readings while you dine.
Mondays, 6-9pm and Thursdays, 5:30-8:30pm.
//Stonewalls, 339 York Blvd.  
REPRESENTATION MATTERS - HAMILTON
POLICE SERVICES  BOARD SIT IN • Citizens
and residents from marginalized communities
along with their allies are disappointed, dis-
pleased and dismayed with City Council’s deci-
sion to overlook stellar candidates from diverse
communities who applied to sit on the Board.
Let them know Representation Matters. Apr. 11,
1pm. //Hamilton City Hall Council Chambers
SERVE OUR CITY COMMUNITY DINNER • Every
Wednesday night at 6pm. Free. //Crossfire
Assembly, 458 King St. W. (between Pearl &
Locke) 
TASTES OF ANCASTER • Sample foods from
the best Ancaster Restaurants and a wide selec-
tion of regional wines and brews. Apr. 25, 6-9pm.
$50 includes all food, beverage and entertain-
ment. For tickets visit snap.com. All proceeds to
charity. //Marquis Gardens, 1365 Sandhill,
Ancaster
TRIVIA FOR NATURE • Join the Hamilton
Naturalists' Club for a fun evening of general
trivia. The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is raising
funds to support the outdoor education program
which takes students from the downtown core
out into nature. Tickets are $15/person or $80
per team of eight and there will be 3 rounds of
trivia with prizes for the winning team. You can
purchase drinks and snacks or bring your own.
Apr. 27, 7pm. To register please call
905.524.3339 or email
land@hamiltonnature.org. //St. Paul’s Church,
29 Park St. W., Dundas
TWISTED STITCHES FIBREARTS GATHERING •
Weekly drop-in community stitching circle every
Thursday 5-10pm. Coffee, tea, snacks. Details
and calendar available on FB @twistedstitche-
shamont //Mud & Suds Craftwerks, 88 Ottawa
St. N. 
WEEKLY DROP-IN FOR PWUD • Keeping-Six,
Hamilton Harm Reduction Action League wel-
comes you Tuesdays from 3-5 for food, music,
art, discussion, and planning on how to respond
to the ongoing Opioid and homelessness crisis.
A non-judgmental, peer-run space. Info@keep-
ingsix.org or keepingsix.org. //The AIDS
Network, 140 King St. E, Suite 101.

VOLUNTEERS
HAMILTON FALCON WATCH • Seeking volun-
teers for the on street watch when the Peregrine
Falcon chicks start to fly.  Join us for more info
on Apr. 25, 2pm and for the orientation session
May 25, 2pm. Info at
falcons.hamiltonnature.org. //Hamilton Central
Library, 55 York Blvd. 

AUDITIONS
THEATRE ANCASTER • Theatre Ancaster is
looking for 8 character actors of all ages for the
September production of Agatha Christie's The
Mousetrap. This is a play - not a musical, so no
singing or dance is required.  May 7 & 8 and pos-
sible callbacks May 9. • Auditions for Mamma
Mia.  All auditioners must attend both a singing
and a dancing audition. Vocal Auditions are by
appointment only on May 13, 14, & 15. Dance
Auditions are open on May 21 from 6:30 -
9:30pm.  • For full details visit
theatreancaster.com/auditions. To arrange a
time, please email
auditions@theatreancaster.com 
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Pet Sematary has some periodic decent thrills but
saves the good stuff for the end. Early on, it is a lit-
tle repetitive by dragging out chills featuring peo-
ple walking in the murky lighting that inevitably
leads to a squealing soundtrack and a bloody
vision. A remake of the 1989 movie and based on
the novel, Pet Sematary is supposed to be about
the disintegration of a family under stressful
supernatural visions, like a lot of Stephen King
stories. Unfortunately, this doesn’t have the chill-
ing panache that made last year’s It adaptation so
very freaky. But this switches up a few things from
the original that gives this Pet Sematary an unex-
pected bite. It just takes a wee bit long to get
there.
Moving into a small town away from the big city

is Doctor Louis Creed (Jason Clarke) with his
wife, Rachel (Annie Seimetz), their daughter
Ellie (Jete Laurence) and their toddler son, Gage.
They own a sprawling farm estate which even
includes its own pet cemetery (misspelled
Sematary) where frequent creepy burials for ani-
mals are held wherein mourners wear animal
masks for some reason.  Their neighbour is the old
hermit, Jud (John Lithgow) who tells Louis
beyond the cemetery is a land with mystical pow-
ers. When their beloved cat is ran over, the par-
ents can’t bear to tell their daughter so Jud and
Louis bury it in the spoiled land and the cat comes
back the very next day, even though they thought
it was a goner. Now with a demon zombie cat
being a nuisance, things take a turn for the worse

when a loved one is caught in a tragic accident
and Louis uses the land’s magical power to bring
them back. But, like Jud says, sometimes dead is
better. 
The beginning spends quite a bit of time setting
up the family dynamic and it is sort of annoying-
ly standard stuff. The couple has an early conver-
sation about if there is an afterlife that is supposed
to be ironic with bodies are rising from the grave
later. There’re some freaky visions the parents
experience in the first half, one cool scene has
Louis seeing a victim of a car crash rise and tell
vague warnings. It looks neat but doesn’t make
much sense since the movie very explicitly says
only scary things happen beyond the gravesite. 
The mom is given a backstory about how as a kid
she had a crippled sister up lived upstairs and,
since she was scared to bring her food, she stuffed
meals in the dumbwaiter which led to her sister’s
tragic death. It’s a pretty hokey story, complete
with flashbacks set in the ‘80s (conveyed by some
tacky clothing and a bad poster). The fact that
anyone uses dumbwaiters is sort of absurd in the
80s and more so now. It does lead to a good scare
reveal of the dead sister twisted in the dumbwait-
er but the entire notion is just dumb. Also the
mom has visions of a bloody overflowing dumb-
waiter which seems like a rip off of the iconic
bloody overflowing elevator from The Shinning. 
Lithgow as the old man who conveys exposition
about the cursed land convincingly shows he has
the weight of the world on his shoulders keeping
his secrets. It takes a chunk of movie for him to
say the iconic “Sometimes, dead is better,” line
and Lithgow somewhat disappointingly under-
plays it. The old coot saying dire things is a bit of
a thankless role in any horror movie but Lithgow
makes it compelling. Clarke as the dad gets to go
all dark and depressed which is like a lot of

Clarke’s roles.  As the mother, Seimetz mostly
looks worried although she in a good bit where
she manages to say nasty things to the zombie ver-
sion of her daughter. 
There are some good visuals like when Louis is
bringing his daughter to the burial site, he sees
something otherworldly hovering in the distance.
The funeral procession to the Pet Semetary is very
strange looking. The zombie cat hissing and
snarling at people with caked blood all over its fur
is an unsettling image. A truck accident that
causes the death of their daughter has a sense of
inevitable dread.  This is sort of a zombie movie
and the daughter coming back is when things gets
good as Laurence gets to show off a more sinister
side when she is the undead. Her line deliveries
are nicely creepy and her movement isn’t like a
plodding zombie but something otherworldly and
fluid. Probably the best moment is when she takes
someone out and simply giggles at her bloody
handiwork. The third act makes up for the plod-
ding plotting early on as it gets darker and darker.
It ends on a final minute of movie that is amazing-
ly bleak and twisted, improving what came
before. 
There is one horror movie to absolutely see out
now in theatres and that movie is Us. Pet
Sematary feels a bit more like a throwback consid-
ering there’s an entire storyline dedicated to a
dumbwaiter accident. But the best stuff in Pet
Sematary is when it disposes of sentiment and just
goes nasty and bleak, totally committing to the
dark tone by the end. V

PET SEMATARY
HHHII

Directors:  Kevin Kölsch
and Dennis Widmyer 

Starring: Jason Clarke, Amy Seimetz, 
and John Lithgow

[ F I L M ] by ALBERT DESANTIS
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CAPTAIN MARVEL HHIII (Directed
by Anna Boden, Ryan Fleck, runs 124) Captain
Marvel is, 20 movies in, the first female-led
title in the MCU. As if trying to rewrite that
shameful history, the movie goes back in time
to the mid-90s and retroactively positioning
Brie Larson's Carol Danvers as the original
Avenger. I know, I know. Captain America was
introduced as "The First Avenger" and he's
WWII-era. But Carol met Nick Fury first!
Samuel L. Jackson, de-aged by CGI, returns as
a young Fury, showing up on the scene when
former Earthling but now super-powered Carol
crash lands in his district from outer space. Ho-
hum superhero theatrics ensue. Larson has very
little to work with in a movie that hangs Carol's
emotional arc on her sex. Instead of treating
feminism as a structuring principle to jump off
from - like Wonder Woman so winningly did -
Captain Marvel can't seem to see beyond the
idea that Carol is a woman. It effectively makes
feminism a target - a goal to be achieved in
ways that feel more self-congratulatory than
progressive. (R.S.)

DUMBO: THE IMAX 2D EXPERIENCE
HHIII (Directed by Tim Burton, runs 112)
Dumbo: The IMAX 2D Experience is the latest
Disney classic to get a live-action remake, this
time by the director who started this whole
trend with 2010's Alice In Wonderland. Once
again, Burton takes on a movie that today's gen-
eration isn't all that precious about. The original
Dumbo is charming but slight, leaving plenty of
room to expand and improve - not to mention
the opportunity to erase those Jim Crow carica-
tures (literal crows!). The story about a flying
elephant also has intrinsic appeal for Burton
with its carnival setting populated with outsider
characters who would be at home in any of his
other films. At its best, Dumbo is an imagina-
tive visual treat in which Burton's baroque style
flourishes during the larger set pieces, such as
a performance involving dancing and stomping
elephant-shaped bubbles swapping in for the
acid-trip hallucinations from the original. But
the movie can also be listless, with its starry
cast finding too few moments of real feeling or
heart. Michael Keaton gives the film a welcome
jolt near the halfway point, playing a megalo-
maniac showman and merciless entrepreneur
who wants to crank out soulless wonderment for
the largest possible audience. It's as if Burton
is using Dumbo to troll Walt Disney. (R.S.)

FIVE FEET APART HHHII
(Directed by Justin Baldoni, runs 116) Five
Feet Apart stars Cole Sprouse and Haley Lu
Richardson as 17-year-olds living with cystic
fibrosis. Stella (Richardson) and Will (Sprouse)
fall in love despite not being able to be physi-
cally close to each other because of their ill-
ness. They're an unlikely duo - he's rebellious
and doesn't care to follow his treatment, while
she's meticulously organized. As their feelings
intensify they're tempted to risk their lives and
give in to their attraction. Sprouse and
Richardson are strong representations of teens
losing themselves in love, believable enough for
the audience to remain interested through the
somewhat slow beginning of the film. (M.L.)

HOTEL MUMBAI
HHHHI (Directed by Anthony Maras, runs
125) Hotel Mumbai is about the four-day ter-
rorist attack in India's most populous city in
2008, and one of the targets was the opulent
Taj Mahal Palace Hotel. Based on true events,
director Maras's debut feature revisits the
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BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY (PG) FRI, SUN 3:05, 5:00,
7:20, 9:00; SAT-SUN 3:05, 5:00, 7:20, 9:15; MON-
THURS 1:30, 3:05, 5:00, 7:05, 9:30
COLD PURSUIT (14A) FRI-SUN 3:00, 5:10, 7:30,
9:40; MON-THURS 1:00, 3:00, 5:25, 7:30, 9:40
A DOG’S WAY HOME (G) FRI 11:10, 1:10, 3:10
FIGHTING WITH MY FAMILY (PG) FRI-SUN11:00,
9:40; MON-THURS 7:30, 9:30
GREEN BOOK (PG) FRI, SUN 5:10, 7:20, 9:40; SAT
5:05, 7:25, 9:30; MON-THURS 12:50, 5:10, 7:20,
9:40
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN
WORLD () FRI, SUN 11:00, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00;
SAT 11:00, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:30; MON-THURS
1:00, 3:15, 5:10
THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART (G) FRI-
SUN 11:00, 1:00, 3:15, 5:30; MON-THURS 1:00,
3:15, 5:10
RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (G) FRI, SUN
11:00, 1:00; SAT 11:00
SPIDER-MAN: INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE (PG)
FRI-SUN 11:00, 1:05, 3:00; 
UPSIDE (PG) FRI-SUN 1:00, 5:10, 7:25, 9:40;
MON-THURS 1:00, 3:10, 5:10, 7:25, 9:40
WHAT MEN WANT (14A) FRI, SUN 7:30, 9:40; SAT
9:45; MON-THURS 12:50, 3:00, 7:30, 9:40

CAPTAIN MARVEL () FRI-SUN,TUE 12:45, 3:45,
6:45, 9:45; MON,WED 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; THURS
3:50, 6:45, 9:45
DUMBO () FRI,TUE 1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10; SAT
10:00; SAT-SUN 10:15, 1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10;
MON,WED 4:10, 7:10, 10:00; THURS 4:10, 7:15,
10:10
HELLBOY () FRI, TUE 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; SAT-
SUN 10:30, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; MON-THURS
3:40, 6:40, 9:30
PET SEMATARY () FRI-SUN,TUE 12:15, 2:45, 5:15,
7:45, 10:30; MON,WED 4:20, 7:20, 10:10; THURS
4:20, 7:45, 10:30
SHAZAM! () FRI,TUE 1:00, 4:00, 7:00; SAT-SUN
10:45, 1:00, 4:00, 7:00; MON,WED 3:30, 6:30;
THURS 3:30, 7:00
SHAZAM! 3D () FRI-SUN,TUE,THURS 10:00;
MON,WED 9:45
US () FRI-SUN,TUE 1:45, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15;
MON,WED 4:00, 7:00, 9:55; THURS 4:00, 7:30,
10:15

AQUAMAN () SAT 1:50; SUN 12:20
ASH IS PUREST WHITE () THURS 3:30
CARMINE STEEL GUITARS () TUE 7:00; THURS
9:05
HOTEL MUMBAI () FRI-SAT9:05; SUN 9:20; MON
4:10, 9:05; TUE 8:50; THURS 6:30
NOTHING LIKE A DAME () FRI-SAT 4:40
SPARTACUS () SUN 3:10; WED 7:00
THROUGH BLACK SPRUCE () FRI-SAT, MON 6:45;
SUN 7:00; TUE-WED 4:40

AFTER () FRI-TUE,THURS 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55;
WED 1:00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55
CAPTAIN MARVEL () FRI-TUE,THURS 4:20, 10:00;
WED 4:05, 10:00
CAPTAIN MARVEL 3D () FRI-TUE,THURS 1:20,
7:15; WED 1:20
THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA () THURS 7:10, 9:45
DUMBO () FRI 4:00, 9:30; SAT 11:00, 1:10, 4:00,
9:30; SUN 1:10, 4:00, 9:30; MON-THURS 4:00,
9:30; WED 1:00
DUMBO 3D () FRI 1:10, 6:45; SAT-SUN 6:45;
MON-TUE,THURS 1:10, 6:45; WED 6:45
FIVE FEET APART () FRI-SAT 6:30, 9:20; SUN-
TUE 6:30, 9:15
HELLBOY: THE IMAX 2D EXPERIENCE () FRI-
SUN 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30; MON-THURS 1:30,
4:30, 7:30, 10:20
HOWL'S MOVING CASTLE -- STUDIO GHIBLI
FEST 2019 () WED 7:00
MIA AND THE WHITE LION () FRI 1:15, 4:15, 6:55,
9:30; SAT 11:15, 1:15, 4:15, 6:55, 9:30; SUN-
THURS 1:15, 4:15, 6:55, 9:20 
MISSING LINK () FRI 12:40, 3:00, 5:30; SAT 12:30,
3:00, 5:30; SUN-THURS 2:10, 4:45 
MISSING LINK 3D () FRI-SAT 8:00, 10:20; SUN-
THURS 7:05, 9:40 
PENGUINS () WED-THURS 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45,
9:55
PET SEMATARY () FRI 12:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15;
SAT 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15; SUN 12:50, 3:40, 6:40,
9:25; MON-THURS 12:50, 3:40, 6:40, 9:25
SHAZAM! () FRI-SAT 4:10; SUN 3:50; MON-
THURS 3:50 
SHAZAM! 3D () FRI 1:00, 7:25, 10:25; SAT 1:10,
7:25, 10:25; SUN 12:40, 7:00, 10:00; MON-THURS
12:40, 7:00, 10:00 
STRATFORD FESTIVAL: THE TEMPEST () SAT
12:55
US () FRI,SUN-WED 1:30, 4:30, 7:10, 10:05; SAT
1:05, 4:30, 7:10, 10:05; THURS 1:30, 4:30
WONDER PARK () FRI,SUN-TUE 1:40, 4:00; SAT
11:05, 4:00

AFTER () FRI-SUN 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00; MON-
WED 7:20, 10:00; THURS 1:10, 7:20, 10:00 
BREAKTHROUGH () WED-THURS 7:00, 9:55
CAPTAIN MARVEL () FRI-SUN 1:00, 7:00; MON-
THURS 6:55
CAPTAIN MARVEL 3D () FRI-SUN 4:05, 9:55;
MON-THURS 9:50
THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA () THURS 7:00, 9:15
DUMBO () FRI-SUN 1:10, 7:05; MON-THURS 7:05
DUMBO 3D () MON-THURS 9:55
EASTER PARADE (F) SUN 12:55 
FIVE FEET APART () FRI-SAT 12:55, 3:45, 6:30,
9:25; SUN 3:45, 6:30, 9:25; MON-TUE 6:30, 9:10 
HELLBOY () FRI-SUN 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30;
MON,WED 7:30, 10:15; TUE 7:25, 10:15; THURS
1:00, 7:15, 10:15
LITTLE () FRI-SUN 1:20, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45; MON-
TUE 7:00, 9:35; WED 7:00, 9:40; THURS 1:00, 7:00,
9:45
MISSING LINK () FRI-SUN 12:30, 3:00, 5:30;
THURS 1:15 
MISSING LINK 3D () FRI-SUN 8:00, 10:30; MON-
TUE 7:40, 10:05; WED 7:45, 10:05; THURS 7:40,

10:10 
PENGUINS () WED-THURS 7:45, 9:55 
PET SEMATARY () FRI-SUN 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 7:50,
9:30, 10:25; MON-TUE 6:50, 7:45, 9:20, 10:15;
WED 6:50, 9:20; THURS 6:50, 9:30
THE SECRET LIFE OF  PETS (G) SAT 11:00
SHAZAM! () FRI,SUN 12:30, 3:35, 6:45, 9:50; SAT
12:20, 3:35, 6:45, 9:50; MON-TUE 6:45, 9:45; WED
6:40, 9:45
SHAZAM! 3D () FRI-SUN 12:50, 4:00, 7:10, 10:10;
MON-WED 7:10, 10:10; THURS 6:45, 9:45
US () FRI-SUN 1:35, 4:25, 7:15, 10:05; MON-TUE
7:15, 10:05; WED 6:30, 9:15; THURS 6:30, 9:20
WONDER PARK () FRI,SUN 1:00, 3:20, 5:35; SAT
11:20, 1:00, 3:20, 5:35 

BREAKTHROUGH () WED 6:55, 9:45; THURS
6:55, 9:40
CAPTAIN MARVEL () FRI 4:15, 9:55; SAT 1:20,
4:15, 9:55; SUN 1:15, 4:10, 9:50; MON-WED 9:50;
THURS 9:55
CAPTAIN MARVEL 3D () FRI 7:05; SAT 10:30,
7:05; SUN-THURS 7:00
DUMBO () FRI 4:35; SAT 11:00, 1:50, 4:35; SUN
1:50, 4:35
DUMBO 3D () FRI-SAT 7:20, 10:05; SUN 7:20,
10:00; MON-WED 7:15, 9:55; THURS 7:20, 10:05
EASTER PARADE (F) SUN 12:55 
FIVE FEET APART () FRI-SAT 7:15, 10:00; SUN
7:15, 9:55; MON-TUE 6:55, 9:30 
HELLBOY () FRI 4:30, 7:30, 10:30; SAT 10:40, 1:30,
4:30, 7:30, 10:30; SUN 1:30, 4:30, 7:25, 10:15;
MON-WED 7:25, 10:15; THURS 7:30, 10:30
HOTEL MUMBAI () FRI 4:00, 6:55, 9:50; SAT 10:20,
1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 9:50; SUN 3:55, 6:45, 9:35; MON-
THURS 6:45, 9:35
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN
WORLD () FRI 4:45; SAT 11:40, 2:15, 4:45; SUN
2:15, 4:45
LITTLE () FRI 4:20, 7:00, 9:45; SAT 10:45, 1:25,
4:20, 7:00, 9:45; SUN 1:25, 4:20, 6:55, 9:40; MON-
WED 7:05, 9:40; THURS 7:05, 9:45
MISSING LINK () FRI 5:30; SAT 10:10, 12:30, 3:00,
5:30; SUN 12:30, 3:00, 5:25 
MISSING LINK 3D ()FRI-SAT 8:00, 10:25; SUN
7:50, 10:10; MON-THURS 6:50, 9:15
PET SEMATARY () FRI 5:15, 7:45, 10:15; SAT-SUN
12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15; MON-WED 7:30,
10:00; THURS 7:40, 10:15
THE SECRET LIFE OF  PETS (G) SAT 10:00
SHAZAM! () FRI 4:05; SAT 10:00, 1:00, 4:05; SUN
1:00, 4:05
SHAZAM! 3D () FRI-SAT 7:10, 10:20; SUN 7:05,
10:05; MON-WED 7:10, 10:10; THURS 7:10, 10:20
US () FRI 4:25, 7:25, 10:10; SAT 10:50, 1:40, 4:25,
7:25, 10:10; SUN 1:40, 4:25, 7:15, 10:00; MON-
WED 7:20, 10:05; THURS 7:25, 10:10

AWAY FROM HER (PG) WED 6:45
BLADE RUNNER (R) FRI-SUN 9:15
GLORIA BELL (R) FRI, MON 7:00; SAT 1:30, 7:00;
SUN 4:15, 7:00; TUE 9:00; WED 9:15
GRETA (R) MON 9:15
HOUR OF THE WOLF () TUE 6:45
MAMA MIA SING ALONG (PG) SAT 4:00
LABYRINTH  (PG) SUN 2:00

THE WESTDALE
1014 King St. W., Hamilton.
905.577.0074 thewestdale.ca

SILVERCITY MOUNTAIN
795 Paramount Dr., Hamilton
905.560.0239 cineplex.com

SILVERCITY BURLINGTON
1250 Brant, Burlington
905.319.8677 cineplex.com

SILVERCITY ANCASTER
771 Golf Links Rd., Ancaster.
905.304.5888 cineplex.com

PLAYHOUSE CINEMA
177 Sherman Ave. N., Hamilton.
905.545.8888 playhousecinema.com

LANDMARK CINEMAS 6 JACKSON SQUARE
2 King St. W., Hamilton
905.526.8131 landmarkcinemas.com

CINE STARZ UPPER CANADA PLACE
460 Brant, Burlington

cinestarz.ca
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attacks, switching between several
points of view, including those of the
gunmen, a loyal hotel waiter (Dev
Patel) and an interracial American
couple (Armie Hammer and Nazanin
Boniadi) visiting with their baby and
nanny in tow. Although audiences who
remember watching the news during
this time will know how things end,
Maras manages to sustain the tension,
thanks in part to Volker Bertelmann's
haunting score. The ensemble cast is
excellent, with Patel giving a particu-
larly moving performance. Empathy
and emotions certainly run high in this
two-hour nail-biter. Subtitled. 
(M. D. S.)

MISSING LINK 
HHHHI (Directed by Chris Butler,
runs 95) Missing Link is a lighter,
slighter work from Laika Studios, the
stop-motion house behind the more
mature-minded features Coraline,
ParaNorman, The Boxtrolls and Kubo
And The Two Strings - but there's
nothing wrong with that. In fact, the
movie's unapologetic charm is an
unexpected strength, bouncing goofily
around the globe as 19th-century
English explorer Sir Lionel Frost
(Hugh Jackman, suitably vainglorious)
travels to the Pacific Northwest in
search of a sasquatch (Zach
Galifianakis, perfectly cast) who wants
his help finding his Himalayan
cousins, the Yetis. In short order, Sir
Lionel and his hairy friend - whom he
calls Mr. Link - are joined on their
journey by fellow adventurer Adelina
Fortnight (Zoe Saldana), all trying to
stay ahead of a sleazy rival (Timothy
Olyphant). As the movie rambles
along, writer/director Butler treats us
to a series of charming, occasionally
dazzling sequences created with
Laika's usual attention to detail and
fondness for eccentric character
design; five features in, the studio is
shaping up to be as distinct in its
stop-motion vision as England's gold-
standard Aardman... if perhaps not as
obsessed with puns.
(N.W.)

PET SEMETARY HHIII
(Directed by Kevin Kölsch, Dennis
Widmyer, runs 101) Pet Sematary is a
new adaptation of Stephen King's
1983 novel that fails to improve on
Mary Lambert's 1989 version - and
that's a shame, because Lambert's
film similarly failed to capture the
awful, tortured grief at the heart of
King's story. Maybe it's just that the
mechanics of the final act simply
don't work when they're acted out in
front of our eyes - even with the fairly
big changes directors Kölsch and
Widmeyer (makers of the excellent,
artful Hollywood creeper Starry Eyes)
and screenwriter Jeff Buhler (The
Prodigy) play on the material. It also
doesn't help that Jason Clarke is kind
of a stiff as Louis Creed, a Boston doc-
tor who moves his family to sleepy
Maine for a calmer life, only to find
death - and worse - waiting at every

turn. The filmmakers approach the
material as a mixture of an Insidious
movie and a Ring sequel, opting for a
succession of jump scares instead of
letting the story's themes do their
work. On the page, Pet Sematary is a
fever dream of parental dread and the
anguish of a pain literally worse than
death; on screen, it ultimately turns
into your basic slasher movie, with the
added injury of being kind of point-
less. Lambert's movie at least tried to
go there, even if it didn't make it all
the way. (N.W.)

SHAZAM! HHHHI
(Directed by David Sandbert, runs
132) Shazam! makes all the super-
heroic business wait because, as it
turns out, watching kids playing with
super powers for shits and giggles can
be way more fun. The DC character
formerly known as Captain Marvel is a
teen orphan named Billy (Asher
Angel) who morphs into a puffed-up
adult with a cape and lightning-bolt-
emblazoned tights (played with per-
fect exuberance by Zachary Levi). The
movie approaches the classic super-
hero shenanigans as a teen might,
with excitement and wonder that feel
refreshing. It also boasts that trendy
term "irreverent humour," poking fun
at everything from geeky superhero
obsessions to the very fact that Billy's
alter ego lacks a name (that Captain
Marvel history has legal complica-
tions). The irreverent humour here is
not at all like Deadpool, which takes
jabs at itself and the whole genre in
such relentless and cynical ways that
it left me feeling like a dead carcass
on the way out. Instead, the satire in
Shazam! is sincere and affectionate.
The whole movie is, actually. It's the
rare superhero movie with a lot of
heart. (R.S.)

US HHHHI
(Directed by Jordan Peele, runs 116)
Us may not feel as revolutionary as
writer/director Peele's first feature,
Get Out, but it's still a damn good hor-
ror movie - smart, sharp, artfully made
and entirely entertaining, even if the
last beats don't land perfectly. Both
smaller and larger in scale than its
predecessor, Us focuses on the Wilson
family - parents Adelaide and Gabe
(Black Panther co-stars Lupita
Nyong'o and Winston Duke), teenage
Zora (Shahadi Wright Joseph) and
younger Jason (Evan Alex) - vacation-
ing at their summer house in Santa
Cruz, where they're confronted by
menacing versions of themselves.
Peele takes his time laying the
groundwork, establishing the family's
dynamic and the specific quirks of
their environment before the weird-
ness arrives - but once it does, Us
grabs you and doesn't let go, staying
with the Wilsons as the world goes
mad around them. A final movement
gives us more information than we
need, diffusing the tension somewhat,
but Nyong'o's riveting performance -
performances, really - holds the film
together all the way to the end. (N.W.) 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

CLASSIFIED ADS classads@viewmag.com

HYPNOSIS HYPNOSIS

MEDIA MEDIA

FLOWERS ...
The Perfect Gift

for hard to buy for people!
Get them a Bouquet-A-Month
for 3 - 6 months, and we’ll do

FREE DELIVERY!
We also do custom floral

arrangements. 
Chedoke Flowers

945 Garth, Hamilton
905.387.5773

www.chedokeflowers.com.

DRUMMER AVAILABLE
Mike

905.317.0281 

FLORISTS MUSICIANS AVAILABLE

This space can be yours
for only $36.00 + hst!

Classified ads 
can cost 

as little as 
$1100 + HST

Email or call
905.527.3343 x104

classad@viewmag.com

DEPENDING ON HOW you look
at the numbers from March
it is kinda ok or really great.
That seems a little weird to
be so–so and really impres-
sive in the same month but it
does depend how you read
and digest the numbers from
March Real Estate Market.
So here we go with the kinda
bad number of a 1.2% drop
from March 2018 with 1,032
sales in March 2019. The
great number is that if you
compare it to the previous
month of February 2019 it is
a whopping 40% increase
that month but wait…
there’s more. March 2019 is
an impressive, incredible,
really great increase of 74%
over January 2019. Is that
impressive or what?

Is this really impressive
or just the weather? Yes, the
weather. It was the coldest
winter since — awhile — I
could look up the statistics
but I am having enough stats
with the market The weather
slowed the market, along
with the new rules for first
time buyers so this 74% and
40% increase sounds impres-
sive but the 1.2% decrease of
sales really means nothing
compared to those increases.
What really matters is how
much money does it all cost?
This is where the rubber real-
ly hits the road with a 4.9%
increase from March 2018
for a average price of
$575,099. Now that number
is the really impressive num-
ber compared to the really
great number of 40%
increase from last month.

The average home now
cost $575,099 and that is
what really matters and will
be the deciding factor in the
future real estate market

where you will see way more
activity in “affordable
homes” and “affordable
areas”.  Anything under
$400,000 is moving fast as
most people cannot be
approved for more than this
level which in turn will heat
up the townhouse - condo
market in the near and fore-
seeable future. It has not
impacted these markets yet
as affordable homes are still
available but it will be soon-
er than later that these
homes will dry up and the
only other options will be
townhouse or condo.

That being said the
biggest gains will be the
affordable home of today and
the condos of the future. If
you are looking to invest in
property then taking all this
information into account
you should be working with
an agent that looks past the
40% and 74% increase and
sees what is really going on
in the market. If you have
money to invest then specu-
lating on a new condo proj-
ect may be your biggest bang
for your buck or picking up
affordable homes in the right
areas will also bring some big
returns. If you need the help
to figure out the market just
send us an email and we can
make sense of not only the
current market but what the
future holds. V

by Darrin DeRoches

Darrin DeRoches is a local
real estate and mortgage
broker. He can be reached
to answer questions, com-
ments or stories about real
estate experiences
through this weekly col-
umn at sold@uniquereal-
ty.ca.
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AISLYN
East Hamilton
905.921.0915

WHERE MEN COME TO 
MEET REAL MEN
Karel’s Steam Baths

905.549.9666
www.karelssteambaths.com

ADULT CHAT LINES

ADULT MASSAGE COMPANIONS

ADULT CHAT LINES ADULT CHAT LINES

☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯☯

JENNIFER
40 Years Old

289.880.9158
Outcalls Only • Cash Only

Gentlemen Preferred • Safe

To book your classified ad
email: classad@viewmag.com

#1 SEXIEST CHAT. It’s FREE to try! 18+
Ham: 905.297.6666  Nia: 905.682.3222
Nightline, Your After Party Starts Now.

nightlinechat.com

Explore your fantasies with local singles!
Try it FREE! 18+ 905.667.8118

Night Exchange, Where Erotic Adults
Come To Play.nightexchange.com

CALL • CLICK • CONNECT
with local women and men in your area.

Call QUEST for your absolutely FREE trial! 18+
Ham: 905.667.5555  Nia: 905.228.5000

Questchat.com

ADULT CLASSIFIEDS
KING  SHERMAN SAUNA
Hamilton’s #1 Licensed Spa

Come say hello to 
Lily & Alexia! 

Mon to Sat 10am-1am
893 King St. E., Hamilton

905-545-5030
Hiring-License Fee Assistance
www.kingshermansauna.com

Classified Ad Booking
Deadline 

is Monday at 5pm.

To book a classified ad
classad@viewmag.com

905.527.3343 x104

dARIES (March 21–April 19): The Qing Dynasty
controlled China from the mid–seventeenth

century to the early twentieth century. It was the fifth
biggest empire in world history. But eventually it faded,
as all mighty regimes do. Revolution came in 1911,
forcing the last emperor to abdicate and giving birth to
the Republic of China. I’m inclined to think of your
life in 2019 as having some similarities to that transi-
tion. It’s the end of one era and the beginning of anoth-
er; a changing of the guard and a passing of the torch.
The coming weeks will be a favourable time to be very
active in deciding and visualizing the empire you want
next.

hTAURUS (April 20–May 20): I hope that some-
time soon you’ll acquire a new source of support

or inspiration. Now is a phase of your astrological cycle
when you’re likely to attract influences that are in
alignment with your deep values. This addition might
be a person or animal. It could be a vibrant symbol or
useful tool. It may even be a fantasy character or
departed ancestor that will stimulate vitality you
haven’t been able to summon on your own. Be on the
lookout for this enhancement.

iGEMINI (May 21–June 20): Poet David Hinton
analyzed the Chinese word for “poetry.” Its etymo-

logical meaning is “words spoken at the fertility altar.”
Let’s make that your theme, even if you don’t write or
read poetry. I suspect the coming weeks will be a favor-
able time to take a vow or utter a solemn intention in
front of a homemade fertility altar. The oath you speak
might express a desire to boost your use of your physi-
cal vitality: your lust for life, your adoration of the nat-
ural world, or your power to produce new human life.
Or your vow to foster your fertility could be more
metaphorical and symbolic in nature: the imaginative
intimacy you will explore or the creativity you’ll
express in future works of art or the generous effects you
want to have on the world.

jCANCER (June 21–July 22): Christopher Robin
Milne was the son of author A. A. Milne, who

wrote the Winnie–the–Pooh stories. He said there are
two ways to navigate through life. Either you “take a
bearing on something in the future and steer towards it,
or take a bearing on something in the past and steer
away from it.” So in his view, “There are those who
look ahead and pull and those who look behind and
push.” I’m hoping that in the coming weeks and
months, you will make a delighted commitment to the
first option: taking a bearing on something in the
future and steering towards it. I think that approach
will inspire you toward the most interesting success.

kLEO (July 23–Aug. 22): The national animal of
Finland is the brown bear. The national insect is

the ladybug and the national instrument is a stringed
instrument known as the kantele. As for the national
author, it’s Aleksis Kivi, who produced just one novel
that took him ten years to write. He also published a
short collection of odes and a few plays, adding up to a
grand total of less than 800 pages of work. I think that
the efforts you make in the coming weeks could have a
disproportionately large impact, as well, Leo. What you
lack in quantity will be irrelevant compared to the
sheer quality you generate.

lVIRGO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22): I follow the blogger
Evanescent Voyager because she makes me cry

with sad joy and exultant poignance on a regular basis.
One of her other fans wrote her a love note I could
have written myself. It said, “Your emotional brilliance
and thoughtful passion break me into pieces and then
weave me back together with more coherence than I
had before reading you. I revere your alchemical talent
for undoing me so you can heal me; for lowering my
defenses so I can be open to your riches; for demolish-
ing my habitual trance so you can awaken my sleeping
genius.” I believe that in the coming weeks, life itself
will offer to perform these same services for you, Virgo.
I urge you to accept!

aLIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 22): “Love is no assign-
ment for cowards.” That’s a quote attributed to

the ancient Roman poet Ovid. What did he mean?
Was he foreshadowing the wisdom of pop singer Pat
Benatar, who in 1983 told us, “Love is a battlefield”?
Was Ovid implying that to succeed in the amorous
arts we must be heroic warriors prepared to overcome
fears and risk psychological dangers? Probably. But I
will also point out that it takes as much courage to
create fun, interesting togetherness as it does to wres-
tle with the problems that togetherness brings. You
need just as much bravura and panache to explore the
sweet mysteries of intimacy as you do to explore the
achy mysteries of intimacy. Keep these thoughts in
mind as you marshal your audacity to deepen and
expand your best relationships in the coming weeks.

bSCORPIO (Oct. 23–Nov. 21): The literal mean-
ing of the French term jolie–laide is “pretty and

ugly.” Bloggers at wordsnquotes.com define it as fol-
lows: “It’s a fascinating quirkiness that’s irresistible,
like a face you want to keep looking at even if you
can’t decide whether it is beautiful or not.” Jolie–laide
overlaps with the Japanese term wabi–sabi, which
describes a person or thing that is lovely because of its
imperfection and incompleteness. I bring these facts
to your attention because I think you have extraordi-
nary potential to be a master embodier of both
jolie–laide and wabi–sabi in the coming weeks.

cSAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22–Dec. 21): As Czech
playwright Vaclav Havel (1936–2011)

matured, he became a political dissident who opposed
the Soviet Union’s authoritarian grip on his country.
Eventually he was a key player in the Velvet
Revolution that banished Communism. When
Czechoslovakia emerged as a new democracy, its peo-
ple elected him president. Havel later thanked Lou
Reed and the band the Velvet Underground for fully
awakening his liberationist leadership. He said their
unruly music stoked his longing to establish a culture
where total creative freedom was possible. I mention
this, Sagittarius, because now is a favorable time to
identify the music or art or films or literature that
might fuel your emancipation in the coming months.

gCAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19): Capricorn
author J. R. R. Tolkien toiled on his master-

piece The Lord of the Rings for twelve years. Once he
finished, it wasn’t published for more than five years.
So seventeen years passed between the time he
launched his precious project and the time when it
reached an audience. I don’t think you will need that
much patience in shepherding your own venture to
full expression, Capricorn. But I hope you’ll summon
as much faith in yourself as Tolkien had to rouse in
himself. To do so will bring out the best in you!

eAQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18): Released in
1998, The Prince of Egypt is an animated film

that tells the story of the Hebrew prophet Moses. In
the climactic event, the hero uses magic to part the
waters of the Red Sea, allowing his people to run
across the sea floor and escape the army that’s chas-
ing them. To make that seven–minute scene, 28 pro-
fessional animators labored for 318,000 hours. In the
coming months, you could create your own version
of that marvel, Aquarius. But you’ll need a team to
help you, and that team is not yet ready to go. The
coming weeks will be a favourable time to get it
ready, though.

fPISCES (Feb. 19–March 20): Piscean business-
man Steve Jobs testified that taking LSD was

“one of the two or three most important things” he
ever did in his life. It opened his mind in ways he felt
were crucial to his development. What are the three
most important things you’ve ever done, Pisces? I
invite you to revisit at least one of them, and see if
you can take it to the next step of its power to inspire
you. What if it has even more to offer you in your
efforts to become the person you want to be? V
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