
In November we had some very interesting days at the Project 
Conference in Helsinki, Finland. Great to see you all there!
 
Lots of focus was on the expectations, ambitions and goals - not 
only of the project but rather of the post-project ecosystem that 
we’re leaving behind. Will it be fully defined and ready for deploy-
ment with all necessary parts? Will relevant players continue de-
velopment and implementation in line with the NordicWay projects? 
The position of the public authorities in the four Nordic countries 
regarding their post-project commitments needs to be clearly an-
nounced - this was one of the main messages from the conference.

In addition to this there are also questions regarding the other side 
of the spectrum - the data consumer. What plans are there to use 
data and services that we’re working hard at putting into place 
through NordicWay 3? In this newsletter you can find some input 
into the perspective of data consumers. 

Let’s keep the communication channels open on these topics and 
help each other move forward towards results that will meet as 
many expectations, ambitions and goals as possible.

Wishing you a joyful holiday season filled with fun and relaxation. 

A word from the Coordinator

Insights and news on the progress and achievements of the project

The focus of NordicWay 3 is to prepare C-ITS services for both increased market coverage and 
commercial launch. Recently a major milestone was reached by the EVA warning project team 
when the full data flow went live, and the EVA service was scaled up to a national level. The C-ITS 
EVA service now has the potential to cover the ambulance and rescue services for most of Sweden!

The EVA service is implemented without any 
need for specific equipment in the emergency 
vehicles. Instead, the C-ITS digital infrastruc-
ture is connected to the Swedish national PSAP 
(Public Safety Access Point) operated by SOS 
Alarm.

During the next six months the focus will be on 
the evaluation and continued study of the bene-
fits of EVA for both the emergency services and 
traffic safety. Studies made so far in the project 
show positive effects of early in-vehicle EVA 
warnings, with emergency vehicles arriving
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Figure 1 Major milestone reached when the full data 
flow for the EVA service went live.

https://next-its.its-platform.eu/


faster to the accident areas, whilst car drivers are less stressed by the approaching emergency 
vehicle.

The NordicWay 3 project has prepared the EVA service for market launch and the industry partners 
now call for a long-term commitment from the National Road Authorities to keep the Interchange 
Network in operation after the project ends, to ensure the continued flow of information sharing and 
interoperable services. With a clear and predictable path forward for the operation of digital C-ITS 
information hubs, the industry will continue to invest in systems for a safer traffic, to save lives and 
reduce the number of accidents.
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Figure 2 Positions of all active Scania 
vehicles on a typical working day

Will NordicWay pave the road to a Scandinavian ecosystem for information 
sharing in the road transport system?

Since 2015 the NordicWay projects have investigated the usage of cellular communication in com-
bination with an Interchange Network to facilitate C-ITS functionality and services.

The usage of cellular communication has evolved during this millennium. Positioning services and 
remote lock/unlock are nice features, but the real value is in services like remote diagnostics, over 
the air updates, and data collection. These large benefits have resulted in the fact that today almost 
every new vehicle is connected to the factory.

In the NordicWay consortium, we can see that this trend is basically valid for all of us. The initial in-
vestments for installing cellular technology have been made, and not only are vehicles connected to 
their factory, but even infrastructure is connected to a traffic management center. Whilst emergency 
vehicles and road work equipment connect to their respec-
tive operation centers. We have all connected our own equip-
ment because the benefits do easily overcome the costs. This 
makes it quite easy to take the next step; connecting our con-
nections to each other.

However, it is not until now through NordicWay 3 that we can 
start to see the first real value of being connected to an Inter-
change. Scania connected to the Interchange to receive data 
from Combitech on road works, and these events are matched 
to the positions of our connected fleet to generate statistics 
on the potential of a warning function. These calculations are 
performed 24/7 for the whole region of Scandinavia.

Then one day Carmenta started publishing emergency vehi-
cle data on the Interchange, and because Scania had chosen 
to subscribe to everything, their data automatically ended up 
in our system working straight out of the box. 

A few weeks later, the Norwegian Interchange was connect-
ed to the Swedish one, and suddenly the data from the Nor-
wegian Public Roads Administration started to appear in our 
databases.
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This is one of the most important features of the Interchange Network. You don’t need to know all 
the data providers and consumers in detail, like their access point, data format and login data. You 
don’t even need to know that they are there at all.  You only must define what you are interested in, 
like the geographic area or message type, and the rest is solved by the Interchange. It enables an 
open ecosystem for exchanging data, making it easy for data producers and data consumers to find 
each other, while keeping the communication safe and secure. Another advantage is the possibility 
to force everyone into using the same standard for message formats (aligned with C-Roads).

Beyond 2023

The road transport system needs to move into the digital era. One missing key component that 
accelerates this process, is an open ecosystem that facilitates the sharing of digital information. An 
Interchange network could fulfil this task, as we have seen in NordicWay - but to ensure it is viable 
there needs to be a long-term vision and commitment beyond 2023.

Is it likely that the market itself will continue building an open ecosystem with an Interchange? No, 
probably not. The C-ITS services that we have been looking at, to improve both efficiency and 
safety in the transport system, have one big disadvantage: There is no good single business case.  
We could wait for legislation to push the development forward, or we could create a motivation for 
everyone to start working in the same direction, e.g., by facilitating interaction.

Adding the Interchange functionality to the National Access Points would indicate a clear direction. 
Countries need to take charge of the digitalization of their own road transport systems. If that is best 
done by the national road authority, or another governmental organization (traffic/transport) is yet 
to be seen. 
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