
This newsletter is dedicated to the project conference that took 
place April 21st in Gothenburg, Sweden. I want to thank every-
body who contributed in different ways to the conference and ev-
eryone who turned up and participated by sharing information, 
asking questions and discussing the development and goals of 
the project. This was a great way of moving us forward! If you were 
there or not, I still hope you’ll find something interesting from the 
conference in this newsletter. 

We’re soon through a very busy first half of 2022 and I’d like to 
wish all of you a pleasant summer period and a peaceful vacation 
once it comes around.

A word from the Coordinator

Insights and news on the progress and achievements of the project

The NordicWay 3 Project Conference was a full day event and took place in the Volvohallen in Go-
thenburg. The venue was a perfect setting for both the conference and the exhibition with plenty of 
space for all exhibitors, networking, and rooms for breakout sessions. The Project Conference had 
106 attendees consisting of project partners, beneficiaries and implementing bodies representing 
the public sector, academia, and industry. It was the first event of its kind due to the pandemic and 
therefore the first time, all project participants had the opportunity to meet face to face and discuss 
common challenges.

The conference agenda was organized with plenum opening and closing sessions, one hour each, 
and three parallel breakout sessions. The closing 
session included a panel discussion with panel-
ists from Nordic road authorities, the City of Go-
thenburg, Scania and Volvo Car Company. After 
the closing, a post-conference networking took 
place, but the programme also allowed plenty of 
networking during the day and time for experienc-
ing the very interesting exhibition with 11 different 
exhibitors.

The conference was a great opportunity to collab-
orate and share knowledge across the whole proj-
ect, and the venue was filled with lively discussions 
and an enthusiastic atmosphere. A productive and 
rewarding day with indispensable networking.

Anna Johansson Jacques, 
Project Coordinator

Trafikverket, Sweden
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Contact person:  Lone Dörge, Genua Consult,
lod@genua.dk

How to build successful ecosystems for C-ITS service provision?

One of the tracks of the NordicWay 3 Conference focused on ecosystems for data exchange and 
C-ITS service provision. The conference audience participated in a series of working sessions dis-
cussing ecosystems across various pilots and the Nordic countries. This activity aimed to comple-
ment ecosystem evaluation of single interchange nodes and pilot implementations.

The discussion covered business models relating to costs and the non-technical aspects of data 
sharing, and looked at a model for ensuring that C-ITS service provision and data sharing will 
continue beyond the NordicWay 3 project, especially as regards supporting it with the regulatory 
framework. 

Participants were asked to identify what they considered to be the top challenges. The discussions 
revealed that scaling up of services is notably difficult. It is not evident what roles need to be tak-
en up and who would be the “correct” stakeholders for them in the long run. The role of the public 
sector was seen as an initiator or facilitator and setting the platform for data sharing, but there was 
no consensus. It was generally felt that the public sector should not be responsible for scalable 
ecosystems or their costs in the long run. The roles of the public sector are being discussed in the 
Nordic countries, and NordicWay 3 is seeking solutions that will last beyond the project.
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A harmonised framework for data sharing was considered essential for scaling up of services. 
Common solutions agreed upon by the private and public sectors would ensure interoperability. It 
was considered challenging if some stakeholders were to share data openly, free of charge, only for 
others to profit from it financially. It was generally agreed that data ownership should be clarified, 
along with the responsibility for data governance and quality, in all the different phases.

The participants highlighted that more information is needed on the benefits of C-ITS service pro-
vision. If investments are needed, it is important to understand the costs and benefits as well. Use 
case-driven approaches were also suggested. It should be specified what traffic or transport related 
problems we need to solve before seeking solutions that match these needs.

Contact person: Satu Innamaa, VTT, 
satu.innamaa@vtt.fi

Project conference session on “Digital traffic rules”

The session was set up to follow the process on digital traffic rules from start to end, starting with 
what the EU-legislation says today and what it might propose in the future. This was presented by 
Anders Bak Sørensen (Danish Road Directorate). He pointed out that the Delegated act B, “Re-
al-time traffic information” includes several information types that reflect regulations and rules. His 
presentation concluded with the question: How can these rules be trusted? Knut Evensen repre-
senting NPRA, picked up on this and presented the standardisation work within the field. Beside 
existing standards there is also much needed work going on in DATEX METR (Management of 
Electronic Traffic Regulations) which looks at the process needed to manage the quality of informa-
tion. Mats Matson and Magnus Gustin (Swedish Transport Administration) followed with describing 
how the work in Sweden within NordicWay 3 is handling these processes and what needs to be 
done to ensure future quality in digital traffic rules.

Even if the process in the future will secure qual-
ity aspects there are many legacy mismatches 
between the physical signs, the regulations, and 
the digital representation. Ellen Taavo (Stockholm 
city) and Johanna Thorn (Univrses) presented 
their activity on how to get input to correct existing 
inaccuracies. 

When authorities have fixed all the above, is it 
just for the end users to start consuming? Bas 
Oremus (Scania) representing our first end con-
sumer, stated the complexity when it comes to 
rules for heavy vehicles and told that Europe is 
their smallest market when it comes to introduc-
ing new services. Henrik Segersten (Volvo Cars) ended the session describing their ongoing work 
to fulfil the new type of approval requirements from the EU that among others include that an Intel-
ligent Speed Advice system must be offered as standard in all new models from this summer and 
with a specific quality level.

All in all, a very rewarding session with many good perspectives on the subject.

Contact person: Johnny Svedlund, Trafikverket 
johnny.svedlund@trafikverket.se
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For general comments or feedback contact
anna.johansson-jacques@trafikverket.se

Project conference session on Geofence Road Pricing

Geofence is a term and technique where we create a digital fence around an area where we want 
to impose some rules and regulations. By publishing a geofence with its rules, vehicles can relate 
to a digital regulation. For existing vehicles (read older), we normally need an OBU to communicate 
the geofence rules and regulations. However, an OBU cannot impose the regulations on the vehicle 
and therefore needs to address the driver. For new vehicles it is possible to make the vehicle react 
to the geofence. An example is BMW’s hybrid cars that are automatically selecting electric drive 
mode inside geofences chosen by NordicWay 3 in eight Swedish and Norwegian cities. 

“Road user charging” is an application of geofence and cal-
culates a road usage fee based on distance driven. The tar-
iffs may be different in different zones (geofences) and during 
peak traffic etc.  This is implemented at a pilot site in Trond-
heim with 200 vehicles and including enforcement gantries.  
This theme was presented and discussed at the session in 
the project conference. NPRA and Q-Free described the pur-
pose of this geofence application and focused on the tech-
nical challenges with tracking vehicles and at the same time 
upholding privacy for the people using the vehicles. The key 
design element here is to store the path in a local vault with 
access only for the owner of the vehicle. The fee for using the 
network is calculated in the vehicle and shared with the proper 
authorities regularly. The software is running on an OBU that 
can interact with the driver’s smart phone telling the area type 
and coherent fee. 

As an alternative we are also testing the capabilities for Pole-
star 2 to host such a concept which was also discussed. The 
centre console screen in Polestar 2 is based on the Android 
Automotive platform enabling 3rd party applications. It is likely 
to believe that vehicles as a software platform will evolve in a manner that could be compared to 
smart phones. Given that we as a society are challenging the capabilities of the OEM’s upcoming 
vehicles, NordicWay 3 can start a path towards integrated regulations based on geofences. Pole-
star was present at Volvohallen with a vehicle demonstrating the pilot deployment of applications.

Contact person: Ørjan Tveit, Vegdirektoratet,
orjan.tveit@vegvesen.no
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