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Paul’s page: European?
Reflections by Paul Cooke, France Mission’s Director

I

really enjoyed my most recent trip to
France with a FM supporter (see Mark’s
article on pages 8–9)… but it had one
rather odd aspect: we travelled out as EU
citizens on 31st January but returned as nonEU citizens on 2nd February. Did I stop being
European over that weekend?
Well, although something very significant
had happened politically, geography
hadn’t changed: England was still only 20
miles (or 30km if you prefer!) from France.
And I’m convinced my DNA would still
show traces of Celtic, Roman, Saxon, and
Norman influence!
However, it was while spending time with
other Christians that I felt the strongest
connections: our wonderful hosts in
Mulhouse – Jean-Georges (Swiss by birth)
and Sabina, his anglophile German wife;
the French, Swiss, and British church
planters from Perspectives who’d gathered
in Saverne to share about their projects
and inspire others; the young men (from
France, Hong Kong, and Switzerland)
recently returned from short-term mission

with OM with whom we shared a meal
in Strasbourg; and the members of the
Perspectives church in Sélestat who gave
us such a warm welcome. At the bring and
share lunch after their Sunday service, I sat
opposite a brother in favour of “le Frexit”
while the brother sitting next to me was
pro-Europe. Brits aren’t the only ones who
differ over this issue!
Whether or not
I’m a citizen of the
EU is ultimately of
little import. The
Reformation pastor
Martin Bucer, born
in Sélestat in 1491,
knew where the
real identity issue
Martin Bucer
lay: “people with true
faith have become altogether different
from what they were – new creatures in
Christ, who can no longer live selfishly
but are compelled to live for the benefit of
others and the glory of God” (How to Live
for Others and Not
for Oneself, 1523).
May we all become
increasingly that
kind of people!
Every blessing in
Christ

2019 financial
review
Paul Cooke provides an
overview of how supporters’
generous donations were
used last year

C

ompared to the previous year, 2019
saw a moderate increase in total
income and a significant increase
in total expenditure for France Mission.
Income rose from £394k to £410k, while
expenditure increased from £402k to £444k
(see the pie charts for more detail). The
increase in expenditure was partly due to
increased investment in IT (new website,
database, and accounting software), but
2019 income

Interest
Legacies
Designated gifts
General gifts
Gift Aid

2019 Expenditure

Administration

Paul Cooke

Governance
Support for
missionaries/projects
UK Director’s costs
Communication

Front page photo:
Staff and students at the Bible Institute
in Nogent
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mostly due to us sending an additional
£29,300 to support missionaries and
projects. That was only possible because of
your generosity – so thank you!
Given that legacy revenue declined
somewhat last year (from £17k in 2018
to £9k in 2019), overall income held up
very well. Legacies are unpredictable, so
we never include them in our plans, but
whenever they arrive they can make a
huge difference – a legacy really is the
ultimate gift.
With no investment in advertising last year,
there were few new prayer partners in
2019, though there were still 71 new entries
in the database. This year, we’ll be investing
more in press advertising and exhibiting
with a view to attracting new supporters.
We’re blessed with fantastically faithful
long-term supporters but are conscious of
the need to recruit more mission partners,
especially from younger generations.
A huge thank you to all supporters, old
and new, whose prayerful generosity is
helping God’s kingdom to grow in France.
May He continue to enable and prosper
the work through the gifts and prayers of
His people!
Once they’ve been formally approved at
the Trustees meeting at the end of March,
a formal set of accounts for 2019 will be
posted on the FM website (francemission.
org/who-we-are#accounts). If you’d like
any more information, please don’t hesitate
to contact me.
Thank you once again for your wonderful
support!
If you’d like a statement of personal gifts
for the 2019–20 tax year, please just
ask and I’ll gladly supply you with one
(paulcooke@francemission.org).

www.francemission.org
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ON THE LAST LAP

ON THE LAST LAP

On the
last lap
Missionaries Paul & Marjorie
Dowling report from
Châteauroux

morning. We plan to invite a lot of friends
and acquaintances from various walks of
life, so please pray that it’ll have a positive
impact on them. Then we expect to move
house sometime in June, depending,
obviously, on the availability of the house
we find.
As far as the church is concerned, we’re
hopeful of having found a new pastoral
couple to replace us, but it’s not absolutely
definite yet, so we can’t say too much
at this stage. The couple concerned feel
drawn to the church here but, for the
moment, are still praying and thinking
about it. Please pray for them and for us
that the Lord will make His will clear. What
we can say is that, if they do come, for

“We’re hopeful of having found a
new pastoral couple to replace
us, but it’s not absolutely
definite yet.”

W

e’re now into our last few months
in France. Paul turns 65 in May and
we’re going to retire and move
back to the UK to be nearer the family. Our
plans are starting to take shape and we’d be
grateful for your prayers during this period of
transition.
On the personal front, our plan is to go and
live in Harrogate in North Yorkshire to be
near our son and his family which includes
our two granddaughters. We’ve booked to
go across to the UK after Easter to look for
accommodation. We then will come back
here to tidy up loose ends. Our official
“leaving weekend” is 16th-17th May – with
a big party on the Saturday night and a
service of thanksgiving on the Sunday

4

family reasons it will not be until 2021 (at
least on a full-time basis, we hope there
may be some contact over the intervening
year). They’d also need financing 100% as
they are currently paid by their existing
church. The church here should be able
to cover half of that cost, but they will
need to find support for the other half. If
the couple concerned do decide to come,
we’ve offered to take them on a tour of

Church weekend at Azay le Ferron (we didn’t meet in the chateau itself but in one of the outbuildings!)

the UK and introduce them to potential
supporters. Please let us know if you
would be interested in meeting them
when the time comes.

Eating together at church weekend

Azay le Ferron – Reception

Either way, it looks as though the church
will be without a pastor for a period. A few
months ago that thought worried us, but
things have developed over the last few
months and we feel more confident now
that they’ll cope. The Church Council has
been making preparations, we have a plan
for who will do what, and a number of new
people are taking on new responsibilities.
Please, though, pray for the church as they
prepare for this challenging period. In other
respects, the church is going well, with
a good atmosphere and quite a few new
people arriving.
Please also pray for us over these last few
months, that we may keep our eye on the
ball and “finish well”, while at the same time
making plans for the next stage.
This will not be the last time we write, but
may we take the opportunity to thank you
for your support over the last nine years,
whether by your giving, by your prayers or
by your encouragements. We couldn’t have
done it without you!

Church Christmas craft workshop
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Grounds at Azay le Ferron

You can contact Paul & Marjorie at paul.
dowling@sfr.fr

www.francemission.org
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PRAY FOR BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS?

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

How can I pray for Bible
College students?
Frédéric Cryan offers some ideas
This is the third article in our “How can I pray for…?”. As a first-year student at the Faculty
of Evangelical Theology in Vaux-sur-Seine, Frédéric has the relevant experience to guide
our prayers.
The student life
Hopefully, the Bible College students you’ll
be praying for will be getting on well with
their studies, their professors, and one
another. Hopefully they’ll be living on more
than a can of baked beans per meal!
Please pray that students keep on top of
their studies and for good relationships
with their peers and professors. There
can also be other things happening
outside of work and studies… It can be
hard for students to keep focused when
relationships get tough, if their health
isn’t great, or if something has happened
in their family, so do also pray that they
wouldn’t be too tough on themselves.
The wonder of knowing Jesus vs empty
theology
Above all, however, please pray that Bible
College students wouldn’t lose the wonder
of knowing Jesus. When our studies seem
to be going fine, we students can get
caught in our egos, start feeling on top
of the world, and unfortunately, miss the
point. As we can see from the example
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of Solomon,
wisdom by
itself isn’t
enough. The
one important
thing is Jesus.
When we
students aren’t
feeling boastful
or puffed up that can also be because
we’re feeling hopeless, having lost track
of why we’re here, or feeling incompetent
or out of our depth… Once again, do pray
that we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus!
Furthermore, please pray that we keep an
outward-focused mindset. May we not just
be in a 24/7 Christian bubble, salt which
has lost its saltiness. May we keep finding
opportunities to put our faith into action!
“But one thing is needed, and Mary has
chosen that good part, which will not be
taken away from her” (Luke 10:42).
You can contact Frédéric at
fredericcryan@gmail.com
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Building
for the
future
Rachel Vaughan
reports in her role
as fundraiser for
this IBN project

and many individuals and churches have
supported the project. The Institute is
grateful for the support from overseas
foundations (they have received €200,000
in grants), and particularly for France
Mission who, in addition to agreeing to be
the UK fiscal sponsor, have also provided
financial support for the project.

T

hose familiar with France Mission
and its heart for church planting will
know how the evangelical church in
France is growing. In the last few decades,
the evangelical church in France has
doubled. There are currently over 600,000
believers attending churches throughout
France, and a new church is planted every
ten days! This wonderful growth means
there is an increasing need to train church
leaders, particularly as around half of the
pastors currently in ministry are due to retire
over the next ten years. However, training
institutions are unable to keep pace with this
growth.
For this reason, the Institut
Biblique de Nogent-surMarne is about to build a
new accommodation block,
to increase student capacity
and thus be able to train
more leaders, to meet the needs of the
growing evangelical church. The idea was
conceived back in 2014; in 2017 the final
plans were agreed and fundraising began
in earnest. From the outset, we’ve seen
God at work in this project: in 2018, the
town council granted planning permission
and no-one has opposed the plans; in 2019
an apartment that had been donated for
the project was sold for over €300,000,

Proposed new block

We praise God that we have now raised
€1,100,000 for a target of €1,210,000. God
willing, the building work will start before
the summer.
We would really appreciate your prayers
for this project, for God to provide the
remaining funds, and for the architect and
building companies to finalise plans quickly
so that work can begin. More details can
be found at ibnogent.org/building-for-thefuture.

You can contact Rachel at
rachel.vaughan@ibnogent.org

www.francemission.org
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WEEKEND IN ALSACE

WEEKEND IN ALSACE

Travelling to Saverne: Jean-Georges, Paul, Emilie
(Mulhouse church), Justin (church planter,
Strasbourg-Gare)

Daniel Liechti in Saverne

An enriching weekend
in Alsace
France Mission supporter Mark Wibberley
reflects on an encouraging trip

I

’ve been passionate about France Mission
since a visit to Paris-Nation church in the
early 1980s with Peter Farley, FM’s original
UK Director, when we were both members
of Minchinhampton Baptist Church. On 31st
January 2020, I accompanied Paul Cooke –
Peter’s successor since 2010 – on a weekend
trip to Alsace, arriving at Mulhouse airport
on EU passports.
The visit was a resounding success
in several ways: depth of experience
and observation (hugely encouraging),
relationship-building all ways round, plus
wonderful presentations from Paul helping
French pastors and church members
understand more of France Mission’s work
in the UK.
Alsace has a rich history – sometimes
tumultuous, of course – and boasts fertile
soils under the Vosges where we passed
many kilometres of vineyards. A few largish
settlements like Mulhouse (population
130k) are surrounded by smaller towns
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like Saverne and Sélestat, plus touristtrail villages. Our host Jean-Georges
Gantenbein, Perspectives’ Regional
Director for Alsace-Lorraine, regularly uses
the outstanding Alsatian SNCF trains along
the Mulhouse-Strasbourg corridor to visit
and support local churches.
On the Saturday, a valuable day was spent
at the Perspectives church in Saverne,
40km north-west of Strasbourg. After
worship and an introduction from Tom
Parfitt – main organizer for the event and
church planter in the Orangerie district of
Strasbourg (see the article on pages 8–9 in
the summer 2019 issue of France Mission
Perspectives: bit.ly/FMP-2) – we had an
excellent half-hour introduction on the
principles of mission from Daniel Liechti,
Director of Development at Perspectives
and Professor of Missiology at the Faculty
of Evangelical Theology in Vaux-sur-Seine.
Following that, half a dozen church leaders
shared details about their diverse churches.

FM Perspectives | Spring 2020

Stork’s nest in Sélestat

For example, Strasbourg-Gare where there
are 67 nationalities in a single district! And
deep needs... Food for thought and prayer!
After a presentation from Paul about FM,
we broke into small groups and considered
how we would embark on starting a
church in a town where there is currently
no evangelical witness: Vittel (famed for
its water, of course) was the town chosen
for our group, and we were provided with
local information about this small town in
Lorraine to facilitate pertinent discussion
and awareness.
We enjoyed a splendid evening of
fellowship in Strasbourg where we
met the trio of Jean-Georges’ younger
son (Samuel) and two Christian friends
(Enoch from Hong Kong and Fabian from
Switzerland) just back from serving with
the OM ship, Logos Hope! The encounter
highlighted how God is working both
locally and internationally. All mission
matters. And all aspects of mission
interweave – praying, giving, and going.
On Sunday 2nd February, we visited
Sélestat, a delightful town midway
between Mulhouse and Strasbourg.
Nestled amidst the medieval architecture
we discovered a vibrant fellowship of
over one hundred believers… meeting
in a former hotel! The building has three

Lunch in Sélestat

floors plus a basement – so, a really
useful space for the Perspectives church
to exploit as it continues to develop.
Sensitive and authentic worship preceded
a great opportunity for Paul to share about
FM before Jean-Georges passionately
expounded from Revelation 1:1–8. We
conversed over a fabulous bring-and-share
lunch. It was truly exciting and a privilege
to meet here. Alongside all the French
worshippers, we met one recent arrival
from England plus an Albanian family.
We give thanks for precious fellowship,
vital experiences and observations, and
pray that God’s work might deepen in and
through those we met – with special and
profound appreciation for godly hospitality
by Sabina & Jean-Georges whose home
was a haven of peace, rest, and hope.

“Visits like this are wonderful for
building relationship, mission,
and good fruit.”
It was excellent to travel together with
Paul (returning via the “other passports”
channel!). Visits like this are wonderful for
building relationship, mission, and good
fruit. Praise God from whom all blessings
flow!
You can contact Mark at mrmwibb@gmail.com

www.francemission.org
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NO LONGER ANY SEA

LE PRÉ SAINT GERVAIS TO
PARIS-CARDINET

And there was no
longer any sea...
Missionaries Peter & Rachel
Calvert explore conversion,
salvation, and life in the
Christian community through
art in Blois...

O

ur gallery in Blois old town, L’Espace
des Trois Marchands, is all about
cultivating Christian community
while keeping the door open to those
who currently don’t have any interest in
the Christian faith. We recently hosted
an exhibition by Lu Vergara and Claire
Rousseau. It was called “There was no longer
any sea”, a reference to God’s final victory
over the powers of chaos in Revelation 21:1.
To discover some of the art mentioned,
see agapeart.org/lu-vergara and
jeremiecorbeau.com

The exhibition, in which Claire Rousseau’s
drawings were interspersed with the more
abstract works of Lu Vergara, told a story.
A young boy looks out longingly over a
calm sea. He yearns for adventure and sets
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From Le Pré Saint
Gervais to
Paris-Cardinet
Missionaries Jonathan & Rachel
Vaughan report on a period of transition

Work by Claire and Lu

out in a small boat. But there is trouble
ahead. A storm rises, and soon his very life
is under threat. Just as he is going under
for what seems likely to be the last time, a
mysterious hand reaches down to pull him
to safety. He meets a man who not only
rescues him from danger but introduces
him to a happy band of travellers whose
ship sets sail for new horizons.
There were great conversations with some
of the guests at the opening event. Lu and
Claire’s work not only expresses universal
human experiences, but also gives a
natural bridge to speak of the beautiful
story of God reaching down in Jesus, to
pull us out of the stormy deeps. Of course,
it’s not just the artists who contributed
to the success of the evening. Edwin and
Rémy (from the local university Christian
Union) did a great job of providing music
(piano and saxophone), and Fiona, who
is less confident at chatting in French, did
a sterling job of keeping the washing-up
under control so that others were free to
talk to guests.
Please pray for our ongoing relationships
with the guests who came, and that seeds
sown would bear fruit. When this magazine
is published, we will be in the middle of our
next exhibition with photographer Jérémie
Corbeau.
You can contact Peter & Rachel at pierrerachel.
calvert@gmail.com
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I

n January we organised an informal
leaving service at Le Pré church, so that
Rachel and the girls could say goodbye to
the congregation. The girls played a key role
in the service, choosing the songs together,
helping with the music, and the older two led
part of the service and shared a testimony
about God answering our prayers for more
families to join Le Pré church.
We praise God for everything He has done
in Le Pré and for the privilege of serving so
many people over the years

“We praise God for everything
He has done in Le Pré and for
the privilege of serving so many
people over the years.”
We are now settling in at Paris-Cardinet
church, getting to know church members
and taking part in church activities. The
girls are settling in well and adjusting to
the move, for which we give thanks to
God. Jonathan is involved in preaching and
leading, in both the morning and evening
services. He continues to support Nathan
Millet at Le Pré church, preaching once or
twice a month. Rachel will be helping with
Sunday school from the end of March. We
are grateful for this handover period with
David & Mary Brown, which gives us time
to get to know the church and learn from
their experience.

Commissioning service for Nathan

In April, several members of the Cardinet
church council will participate in the
church development learning community,
organised by Perspectives. This is the
second of five day-long meetings, spread
over a period of two years, and provides
us with an opportunity to hear the ideas of
other church members, what they value
about the church and how they would like
it to progress.
Please pray for us to build relationships
at Paris-Cardinet and for David and
Jonathan to make the best use of the
handover period. Pray too that the church
development day would be useful for us
to know and understand the church and
its history, as we think about how to build
upon the faithful gospel work of those who
have preceded us.
You can contact Jonathan & Rachel at
jony.vaughan@gmail.com and Dave & Mary at
david.brown.paris@gmail.com

www.francemission.org
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SERVING IN THE SOMME

SERVING IN THE SOMME

Serving in the Somme
Missionaries Olivier & Julie
Toledo explain their new
ministry in northern France

S

ince September 2019 we’ve been living
in the northernmost region of France
(Hauts-de-France), in the department of
the Somme, developing a husband-and-wife
pastoral ministry and overseeing a network
of churches that are all part of Perspectives.

Portal of Amiens Cathedral showing the Last
Judgment

Before explaining more about that, here’s a
bit about us personally…
Olivier: I grew up in south-west France
and gave my life to God when I was
15. I soon felt a call to pastoral ministry.
After eight years of waiting and training
(business studies and work as a sales
engineer), I went to study theology at the
Geneva Bible Institute. Several internships
in churches confirmed my calling. After
Julie and I got married, we moved to
Grenoble to start pastoral ministry in an
established church.
Julie: I grew up surrounded by church
as my father was a minister. After the
baccalaureate and a period of doubt, God
took hold of my life and I went to spend a
year at the Geneva Bible Institute (where
I met Olivier). I wanted to go further, so
spent three more years studying theology
at the Jean Calvin Faculty in Aix-enProvence. When we moved as a married
couple to Grenoble, I did additional study
in the area of social work and started
working with vulnerable and at-risk people.
But the desire to work alongside Olivier
serving God grew increasingly stronger, so
much so that we eventually decided to go
into shared pastoral ministry.
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Olivier & Julie with their children: Charlyne (8),
Axel (3), and Lévi (2)

What’s happened since arriving in the
north of France? Firstly, we had to manage
a lot of change: a new region, neighbours,
schools, and weather… lots of challenges!
As far as our ministry is concerned, we’re
working together in two developing
churches (Amiens and Abbeville), as well

as with two smaller plants (in Albert and
in the Val de Somme). Julie does twoand-a-half days a week and Olivier does
four. As we’re both “on the frontline”, we’ve
deliberately chosen to set aside time for
our marriage and our children. Our role
is to oversee the churches and groups,
equipping and sending believers into
Christ’s mission. We encourage church
elders to develop their area of service.
We help the churches define their vision
and their mission. We organise training
so that believers can develop their gifts
and their relationship with the Lord. And
we encourage Christians to develop a

“We encourage Christians to
develop a missional lifestyle
so that the church can shine
brightly and grow.”

Amiens city centre by Jean-Pol Grandmont
(CC BY-SA 3.0)

missional lifestyle so that the church
can shine brightly and grow. How? By
starting small “growth groups”, training
them to share the gospel and a Christian
worldview, and organising church services
that are accessible to believers and seekers
alike. Another important area of our work
involves young people, encouraging the
sharing of resources and vision in our
network of churches.
In other words, we have a lot on (!) and
we really need God’s grace, wisdom,
discernment, and the power of His Spirit.
We know how important it is for us to
depend entirely on our Creator and that,
without Him, everything would be in vain.
We want to say a big thank you to France
Mission for supporting us financially at the
present time and hope this article will help
you know how to pray for us. Our churches
in Picardy aren’t very big and have limited
resources, but they want to grow and they
cling to Him who provides for all our needs
out of His glorious riches in Christ.
Our prayer is that we might shine like
stars, holding firmly to the word of life
(Philippians 2:15–16).

The Somme Bay (near Abbeville)
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A service in the Amiens church

You can contact Olivier & Julie at
oj.toledo@gmail.com

www.francemission.org
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WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE

OTHER NEWS

Working with
young people in
Cormeilles

Other news from
Paul Cooke

Frédéric Cryan shares about his role at Église Harmonie

H

ello everyone! I’m now in my second
year serving in France with the Église
Harmonie church plant (Perspectives)
in Cormeilles-en-Parisis. Alongside leading
the children’s and youth activities, I’ve
started studies at the FLTE (the Faculty of
Evangelical Theology in Vaux-sur-Seine).
I’m also now being financially supported by
both Église Harmonie and the associated
mother church in Taverny, as well as by
my home church in the UK (St Andrew’s,
Chorleywood). As of next year, I hope to be
able to specialise in evangelism and church
planting.
Studying at the FLTE has been quite
overwhelming at times, with sudden
realisations that I’m slightly behind on the
workload! I am, however, very thankful for
all that I’ve learnt and am now well into the
second semester of studies.
Église Harmonie is now holding three
church services per month. I’ve been
leading the children’s activities on Sundays.
One non-Christian girl came for her first

Growing churches in French cities

Wade Street Church, Wade Street, Lichfield, Staffs, WS13 6HL

Saturday, 25th April 2020 from 11am to 4pm (refreshments from 10.30am)
Large cities like Paris and Rennes present both opportunities and
challenges for those involved in church ministry. Join us to find out more
and to connect with those involved. Our speakers will be:

Jonathan Vaughan

(pastor at the Perspectives church in Paris-Cardinet)

“L’Eglise du Pré: God’s faithfulness through 18 years of change”

Stéphanie Revault

(pastoral assistant at the Perspectives church in Rennes-Sud)

Worship practice at Église Harmonie

time in January feeling especially nervous.
She joyfully came to me at the end to say
that she wouldn’t be available the following
Sunday because of a birthday but would
come the next Sunday!
I’ve also been heading up the Youth Group
for 9–14 year olds, directed especially
towards non-Christians. The children
spend time playing games, learning about
various English-speaking countries, and
exploring Christian values.
Please pray for good opportunities to share
the gospel with the children. One of them
has been arriving an hour early, alongside
another one of the church children, and
has been consistently helping with the setup. Back in January, when I came with two
jugs that instantly broke, he rushed home
and came back with a jug and extra juice!
Thank you very much for your continued
prayers both for the church plant in
Cormeilles and for me as I serve and study
here.

Fellow students at the FLTE
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France Day (25th April 2020) in Lichfield
Our 2020 France
France Day 2020
Day will soon be
here! The venue
will be Wade
Street Church
in Lichfield and
our speakers
will be Jonathan
Vaughan (Paris),
Stéphanie Revault
(Rennes), and
myself. Full
details can be
downloaded at bit.ly/FD-2020. It would be
great to see you there. Please contact me
(paulcooke@francemission.org) to book.

You can contact Frédéric at
fredericcryan@gmail.com
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“Growing a church in France’s favourite city (Rennes!)”

Paul Cooke (UK Director, France Mission)
“(France) Mission in context: contemporary challenges and
opportunities”

With times of prayer and worship.

Lunch & refreshments will be provided
free of charge for anyone who books with
Paul Cooke (paulcooke@francemission.
org) by 13th April. Please indicate any
special dietary needs when booking.

Cost: There is no admission charge.
During the day there will be an
opportunity to make a freewill donation.

Getting there: Please see the map and
directions overleaf.

Registered Charity 1176433

Pray for Paris weekend
FM supporter Tom Forryan (pastor of
Grace Baptist Church in Hitchin) reports as
follows:
“Et moi, je n’aurais pas pitié de Ninive, la
grande ville?” (Jonah 4:11) God asks the
reluctant prophet to agree that, yes, He
should indeed take pity on the great city.
With that divine concern in mind, 14 of us
Brits came together recently in Paris for our
second “Pray for Paris” weekend. David &
Mary Brown very kindly came over on the
Saturday morning to talk with us about the
Lord’s work in Paris, as did Hannah Prior on
the Saturday evening. Both these sessions
were informative, and we were stirred up

to pray. One participant said, “I’ve always
loved Paris but I’d never prayed for Paris.”
Saturday afternoon some of us went
around the Gare du Nord talking to people
about Christ. We spoke with people
from Senegal, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Algeria, Uzbekistan – and the UK! Paris
truly is a world city – particularly for the
francophone world, with all its spiritually
deprived people groups. Then on Sunday
we finished our weekend together by
attending Église Saint Lazare, a new
French-language church meeting in a citycentre cinema. It was so encouraging to
join with around 50 Parisians in listening to
a sermon based firmly on the Bible, in this
case Genesis 22.
The dates for the third weekend are
provisionally 13–15 November 2020.
Anyone interested in coming should email
me: tomforryan@yahoo.co.uk. No French
language necessary.
Evangelism outside the Gare du Nord

www.francemission.org
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France Mission: Love France – Love Mission – Love Church
France Mission’s vision is to see increasing numbers of people in France encountering God –
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – through the work and witness of local evangelical churches.
As a support organisation, we provide targeted, strategic support to help the French evangelical
church move closer to achieving its own goals. To find out more, please visit francemission.org.
If your church or small group would like to hear more about the Lord’s work in France, please
contact Paul Cooke to book a speaker:
• Email: paulcooke@francemission.org
• Phone: (+44) 07980 450462 or (+44) 01392 213275
• Post: PO Box 743, Exeter EX1 9RN, UK

Support France Mission when you shop online
We’ve registered with two websites – easyfundraising and
TheGivingMachine – that enable you to raise funds for France Mission
whenever you shop online. Both sites provide access to a wide variety
of popular retailers, are easy to use, and don’t cost you (or us) a penny!

So, if you shop online, please do consider signing up either at
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/francemission or at thegivingmachine.
co.uk/causes/france-mission and help us raise more funds to support the Lord’s work in
France.
We’re also registered with AmazonSmile. If you already have an Amazon account, you’ll
be able to use the same account details for AmazonSmile.
On your first visit to smile.amazon.co.uk you need to select
a charitable organisation to receive donations (please select
France Mission).
Amazon will remember your selection and, as long as you make purchases through smile.
amazon.co.uk (rather than the standard Amazon website), eligible purchases will result in
an automatic donation to France Mission at no extra cost to you.
Also, your Amazon mobile app can now be linked to your Amazon Smile account so that
purchases made via the app will also generate income for France Mission.
Thank you!
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