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The trio, who have joined work parties at the 
church for the last two summers, helped 

publicise a pair of evangelistic concerts and also 
painted six dilapidated volets — or traditional 
French window shutters — which adorn the 
church building.

One of the trio, former 
journalist Alex Price-
Alexander, managed to get 
the church mentioned in the 
regional daily newspaper 
covering Burgundy, L’Yonne 
Républicaine. He emailed-in a 
press release about the visit of 
the English, with a picture of the group painting 
the shutters (see reproduction below).

 Alex said: “Evangelicals are so rare in 
France that the newspaper seemed delighted 
to publicise the oddity of English Christians 
spending their summer hols with the church in 
Avallon. This is the third year that I and my wife, 
Carolyn, with retired lawyer Harry Sado, have 
visited the church at Avallon. It’s been great 
to see how the fellowship, though small with 
a dozen or so committed members, has grown 
and changed in what is a difficult and isolated 
environment for Bible-believing Christians. Front page photo: Poster for part of the Reformation 

commemorations

from Keith Butler, providing me with some 
feedback on InterAction bilingual camps this 
summer (where Pete Calvert was a leader 
and at least one FM supporter volunteered in 
the kitchen): “There seemed to be some real 
spiritual hunger and interest amongst Christian 
and non-Christian children. I was reminded 
nevertheless of the priority of church planting 
as I spoke with a teenager who is increasingly 
ill at ease in 
the church he 
attends with 
his father, 
that doesn’t 
take the Bible 
seriously and 
where he 
is the only 
young person present. When I looked for an 
alternative church, the nearest was 30km away.”

Thanks to your prayers, your financial support, 
and your personal help with various activities 
(with reports on some of these in this issue), 
the goal of reaching one evangelical church 
for every 10,000 people in France is gradually 
coming closer, but there’s still a long way to go! 
Thank you so much for continuing to partner 
with FM Trust that we might “discharge all the 
duties of [our] ministry” in the strength that God 
provides (2 Timothy 4:5).

Every blessing

Reflections by Dr Paul Cooke, 
FM’s UK Director

I’m writing this from LPO (Le Pas Opton), 
Spring Harvest Holidays’ centre in the Vendée. 

This is my first visit and, so far, I’ve very much 
enjoyed spending time with other believers 
worshipping God, reading His Word, and making 

new friendships 
– as well as 
discovering 
more about this 
lovely part of 
France.

As it happens, one of the closest towns to the 
campsite is Challans (about 15km to the north) 
– where Vision-France planted a church a few 
years ago. LPO’s site manager, Tim, is a member 
there with his French wife. As many of you will 
be aware, France-
Mission is in the 
process of merging 
with Vision-France 
to form a new church 
union (name still to 
be decided) that, 
we pray, will be 
in an even better 
position to meet the 
challenge of church planting in France. 

God is certainly at work here in France, but 
the challenges also remain very great. This is 
reflected in an email that I recently received 

Adventure in the Vendée
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You can contact Alex at
alexnews123@yahoo.co.uk 

Back to Avallon

How three British Christians 
spent a week assisting the FM 
church in Avallon at the end of 
July

FRANCE MISSION IN BRIEF:
61 Churches and centres across France 
123 Missionaries & trainees 
16 Workers from the UK
Church growth through multiplication

“We came away with a tremendous sense of 
encouragement that this church is vigorous, 
mature, and outward-looking. During the mid-
week meeting, members were fast and furious 
with their prayers — no long, embarrassed 
silences. They pray with real earnestness — like 
they mean it.”

Two new people, husband and wife Serge & 
Kathy Drelys, who live 20 miles from Avallon, 
staged a pair of free evangelistic music concerts 
that attracted about 50 people over the two 
nights. Several visitors remained afterwards to 
talk to church members about the challenging 
gospel themes in the songs composed by 
talented guitarist Serge, a retired nurse.

Alex Price-
Alexander

Carolyn Price-Alexander (front) enjoying a  
post-concert fizzy drink. Harry Sado is chatting 
back right

Avallon church leader Henri Klopfenstein 
introducing Serge & Kathy Drelys

www.facebook.com/FMTrust @PaulFmtrust

mailto:alexnews123%40yahoo.co.uk%20?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/FMTrust
https://twitter.com/PaulFmtrust
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Thank you for your prayers. As you read this 
I’ll have resumed my studies, God willing. But 

this time I’d like to write more about something 
happening at FM’s Télégraphe church.

This autumn the church is organising a week of 
events to commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. The week is called A vous 
la Parole, a play on words combining the French 
phrase for “over to you” with the idea that “the 
Word [i.e. the Bible] is for you”. It’s a church-
wide activity with everyone coming together to 
make it work.

The church will be open all week (14th-21st 
October) for a Bible exhibition:

•   Miriam, an artist from the church, has made 
“The Bible in miniature”: mini models (in 
plasticine/clay, a bit like Wallace and Gromit) 
to tell the story of the Bible

•   There will be a display about the Reformation 
and some old Bibles to look at

The exhibition will be complemented by a series 
of events:

•   Meak le slameur: a poetry/music evening 
about how God reveals Himself to us in word 
and creation

•   A talk by Daniel Reeves (astrophysicist) about 
how creation points us to a creator

•  Screening of the feature film Luther 

•   The Mark 
Drama: 
church 
members will 
act out the 
story of Mark

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
is too good an opportunity for us to miss 

in a country that is very influenced by Catholic 
culture, even if only a small proportion of the 
population actually attends mass.

So, as a church, we’re aiming to make an 
impact in our arrondissement this autumn as 
we put on a whole range of events linked to this 
anniversary.

➢   We’re planning a series of themed Sunday 
services, both in the morning and the 
evening, based on the five solae of the 
Reformation (see right)

➢   An exhibition will be held on our premises 
18th – 21st October: we hope some local 
elected officials will come for the opening 
ceremony; I’m giving a lecture on the history 
of the Reformation on the evening of 
Wednesday 18th

➢   On Sunday 22nd we’re showing the film 
Luther (starring Joseph Fiennes)

➢   Our celebrations will come to an end with a 
lecture on early Protestant hymnology, as 
our part of Paris is very “arty”

To publicise the events, we engaged the Post  
Office to distribute the flyers in the 6 000 
letterboxes around the church at the end 
of September. This is the only way to get 
information in these letterboxes which are 
“protected” by the codes needed to get into the 
buildings. Please pray for the impact of these 
flyers and that these events would be the means 
of proclaiming the gospel in today’s world as the 
message is as relevant today as it was in 1517.

You can contact the Browns at 
david.brown.paris@gmail.com

You can contact Hannah at 
hannah.prior@hotmail.co.uk

Remembering the Reformation in Paris

The five solae  
of the Reformation:
• Sola scriptura (by Scripture alone)

• Sola fide (by faith alone)

• Sola gratia (by grace alone)

• Solo Christo (by Christ alone)

• Soli Deo Gloria (glory to God alone)

Please give thanks for the opportunity  
to put on a week of events like this and 
please pray:
•  For all the organisation that is needed 

and for good teamwork as a church
•  For church members praying for friends 

to invite
•  That friends, colleagues, and neighbours 

would accept invitations (or just see the 
publicity and come along!)

•  On a personal note, please pray for 
diligence in studying, & wisdom in 
teaching and studying the Bible with 
people

Missionaries Dave & Mary Brown report for  
the FM church in Paris-Cardinet

Trainee missionary Hannah Prior reports for the 
FM Church in Paris-Télégraphe

Cultes dédiés Projection Exposition Conférences

DE LA RÉFORME
PROTESTANTE

InvitationL’origine de la Réforme protestante.

Le 31 octobre 1517 un jeune moine allemand du nom de Martin Luther placarde 
ses 95 thèses sur la porte de l’église de Wittenberg. Il y dénonce la vente des 
indulgences que l’on présentait comme le moyen d’accéder au paradis. Luther 
avait découvert dans la Bible que le salut est accordé gratuitement par la foi en 
Jésus-Christ, mort pour nous. Luther avait voulu réformer l’église catholique 

Les événements que nous proposons vous permettront de mieux comprendre 
cette page de l’histoire et ses prolongements jusqu’à nos jours.

20 rue de Saussure – 75017 PARIS
www.eglise-paris-cardinet.com

«MARC:L’EXPERIENCE»

The Mark Drama in French

mailto:david.brown.paris%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hannah.prior%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
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This is a very complex issue, of course, but I’ll 
try and answer it by going back a few years 

and then looking at attitudes today.
When I first came to France about 30 years 

ago, “religion” was considered a very private 
matter and the religious landscape was mainly 
influenced by the Catholic and traditional 
Protestant churches, and of course the Jewish 
community. At that time in the western world, 
few people foresaw the day when Islam would 
move to the centre stage of world events and 
become a subject of regular debate in the media.

Since that time, the world has changed a lot, 
and with the economic influence of the Gulf 
States, a growing young Muslim European 

population, and the exponential growth of the 
internet, the presence of Islam has become much 
more visible in Europe generally. This is equally 
true in France which, like Britain and Germany, 
has quite a large Muslim minority. (Accurate 
statistics are difficult to come by, but a figure of 
5 million Muslims in France – about 8% of the 
national population – is commonly quoted.)

Unlike many nominal “Christians” in France, 
most Muslims have no problem in talking 
openly about their religion. Arabic, for example, 
which in some parts of France is now the second 
language, is full of expressions that openly 
mention God in everyday life (“Praise be to 
God” etc). These types of expressions would be 

unthinkable in French secular 
culture, which makes a definite 
distinction between public life 
and private “religious” opinions!

Another very visible example 
of the presence of Islam is 
the flourishing of Islamic 
bookshops in many big cities, 
and verses from the Coran in 
Arabic that can be seen in many 
small Muslim-owned shops and 
businesses – not to mention the 
growing number of Mosques 
in many French towns and 
cities. It is now not uncommon 

to see within the same area a Catholic Church, 
a Mosque, and an Evangelical Church. In city 
schools many teachers are also faced with 
questions, and even a certain opposition to 
secular culture, from pupils whose parents are 
unashamedly Muslim.

So how has all of this affected French attitudes 
to religion? I’d say that the influence has been 
both positive and negative. From a positive 
point of view, it’s opened the debate on the 
existence of God and helped many French 
people consider that belief in God and the 
afterlife is a valid alternative to a purely secular 
view of life. It’s now quite common to read 
articles and opinions on the subject in many 
magazines and newspapers, and I’m sure many 
Christians would agree that it’s often easier 
to talk to a Muslim about the gospel than to a 
secularized nominal Catholic. 

However, from a negative point of view, the 
recent terrorist attacks carried out in the name 
of Islam have probably made other people 
very wary of anything considered “religious”, 
and reminded them of the worst moments of 
the religious wars in French history. All of this 
has also led to a certain confusion about the 
differences between Christianity and Islam, 

with some people saying that all religions 
are intolerant and to be avoided – though 
such opinions also lead to opportunities for 
interesting and lively debates.

While it takes more than a debate to bring 
about conversion, we remember that the Apostle 
Paul made use of these types of opportunities 
for presenting the gospel (e.g. Acts 17). In all 
of these discussions, I’m always encouraged 
by the promises of the Bible which give us the 
assurance that the true gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of peace, is something which will 
triumph whatever the opinions of men; and that 
one day God will set up His true, visible Kingdom 
which will never be destroyed or passed onto 
anyone else. I think this is what motivates all 
of us to continue the work in France, whatever 
people’s changing attitudes and opinions to 
religion in this country.

How has Islam affected French attitudes to religion? From one of our missionairies working in a Muslim area

If you’d like to contact the author of 
this article, Paul Cooke (fmtrust@france-
mission.org) will be happy to forward 
messages

Artist’s impression of proposed new mosque in 
Marseille from www.lamosqueedemarseille.com

Growth in number of mosques over past 30 years from  
www.muzulmania.wordpress.com

From www.jesus-islam.fr, a site helping French Christians answer their Muslim friends’ questions

mailto:fmtrust%40france-mission.org?subject=
mailto:fmtrust%40france-mission.org?subject=
http://www.muzulmania.wordpress.com
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Last summer at the New Wine conference, 
we were struck by the message of the 

importance of putting our Christian faith into 
action out in the world. Whilst we were already 
doing this in some respects, when it came to 
thinking about how to spend a week or two in 
summer 2017, we began to consider giving some 
short-term service instead of attending a Bible 
week. Through the help of Paul Cooke at the 
FMT office, we were put in touch with a church 
plant in the outskirts of Paris that was running a 
week of community service in July called Bouge 
ma Ville (BMV), i.e. “Get my town moving”. 

The project was to bring together the small 
church-planting team in Cormeilles with others 
from outside, in order to boost the impact. A 
week of activities was planned to make known 
the new social action charity called Harmonie 
Famille Parisis (www.association-harmonie.
fr). This charity promotes intercultural and 
intergenerational social activities in the 
community, in particular with a Gospel Choir. 

The charity is attached to the embryonic 
evangelical church plant in the town, which 
hopes to begin monthly services by the end 
of the year. However, prior to starting worship 
services, the first objective is for the core team to 
become known and trusted in their community 
– through acts of blessing and service, and this is 
where BMV comes in.

The planned activities for the BMV week 
included gospel choir workshops for young 
people and children (the French love the gospel 
music genre), visiting local homes for older 
people, meeting children and young people in 
the local park with games and an eco-trail, and 
a fascinating intercultural evening involving six 
non-French nationalities. The culmination of 
the morning workshops was a concert from our 
gospel choirs.

So much for the activities… what was it 
actually like to go to France for a week and serve 
in this team? The BMV team was made up of 
about 20 people, five of whom were residents 
of Cormeilles, a few supporting people from the 
“parent” church in nearby Taverny, a team of six 
Swiss students, and ourselves (two middle-aged 
Brits who do not have fluent French). One of the 

main things we discovered was experiencing 
French culture at a new and deeper level. We 
knew, for example, that the French highly value 
their mealtimes, which sounds great in isolation 
until you put it into the context of a programme 
of activities. Then we felt the conflict between 
our cultural urge to get stuff fully prepared 
for the next session and the local value of 
fellowship with food. It was a real challenge to 
let go of how we’d run things at home and just 
go with how they were run by others with a 
different culture.  

Our activities all went really well with a good 
number of new contacts being made throughout 
the week, and the core team being very 
encouraged by the progress on this front. They 
now have a much larger base of people to invite 
and include in their cultural activities (mainly 
the gospel choir), with a view to being able to 
welcome them to church services and activities 
in due course. Running through all this, we had 
a great sense of security and hope knowing that 
in our tiring and busy week we had members of 
our home-church small group praying for us. It 
made us realise afresh how critical this aspect of 
support is for those out in the field.  

Bouge ma Ville – Cormeilles-en-Parisis

This BMV event was inspired by a national 
movement called Bouge ta Ville. To find out more, 
see their website at www.bougetaville.fr 

A report from FM supporters 
Rob & Karen Wheatley

You can contact Rob & Karen at karen.
wheatley1@gmail.com. If you’d like to 
receive regular news about the church  
plant in Cormeilles, please contact  
the project leader, Damien Wary, at  
damienwary@gmail.com 

“ It was a real challenge to let  
go of how we’d run things at 
home and just go with how  
they were run by others with 
a different culture”

Team lunch at Taverny church

Serving organic crepes as prize for completing eco-trail

Preparing organic crepes for eco-trail

Making crepes

http://association-harmonie.fr/
http://association-harmonie.fr/
http://www.bougetaville.fr
mailto:karen.wheatley1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karen.wheatley1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:damienwary%40gmail.com%20?subject=


Fresh off the plane from Madrid (where I 
spent the first part of the year abroad for 

my Modern Languages degree), I arrived at Le 
Pré just in time for a service for the Women’s 
World Day of Prayer. This was the first of many 
wonderful church experiences, including 
contributing to the children’s sessions at FM’s 
60th anniversary conference, helping with 
stands at community events, and (one of my 
highlights) co-organising a painting afternoon 
which produced some real masterpieces! I was 
also part of the Gospel Choir that performed in a 
range of venues, from the Fête de la Musique to a 
residential care home. I was inspired to see how 
God’s work was being manifested through events 
bringing the community together.

One of my main responsibilities was working 
in Sunday School. Having not spoken a word of 
French for the six months prior to my time in 
France, it was initially rather daunting teaching 
the kids in French. However, as time went by, it 
got easier and it was great to see the children’s 
engagement as they asked challenging questions. 

After going through Romans, we ended our 
sessions by looking at Joshua – which included 
the kids re-enacting the tumbling walls of Jericho 
for the church. I was also able to contribute to 
the intergenerational services, sharing craft ideas 
that the whole church could enjoy. Being a part 
of the women’s group was another important 
aspect of my time at Le Pré, challenging me 
further while helping me grow in faith. 

I give thanks to God for sending me to Le Pré 
and giving me the opportunity to be part of such 
a wonderful community. As I return to the UK, I 
can look back and see how God has provided me 
with everything I needed during my year abroad, 
and that He is always with me wherever I go. 

You can contact Chanju at  
chanjumwanza@yahoo.com

Student Chanju Mwanza reflects on her  
year abroad experience

Six months in Le Pré 
Saint Gervais

Le Pré’s Gospel Choir

Sunday 
School

Missionaries Jonathan & Rachel Vaughan 
report on summer events and autumn plans

is the difference between Catholics and 
Protestants?” May the message of grace be 
understood by all who attend.

For the art exhibition (10th-16th 
November), we’ve chosen the theme la liberté 
(freedom). It’s a principle that French people 
hold dear, and one that resonates with the 
aims of the Reformers: that people should be 
free to read the Bible for themselves, enjoy 
freedom of conscience, discover the freedom 
of forgiveness of sins, and free access to God 
through Jesus. We’re 
looking forward to 
seeing what the artists 
produce in response 
to the Bible verses 
we’ve chosen. Dave 
Brown will be giving 
an apologetics talk to 
conclude the exhibition 
week. Thank you for 
praying for all these 
things.

To mark the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, several of our events this 

year have been organised around the theme. 
Back in June, church member Noémie 

Métreau gave an evening talk on art and the 
Reformation, focusing in particular on Luther’s 
friendship with the painter Lucas Cranach. 
Noémie, who studied art history, explained 
how Cranach used art to communicate the 
Reformer’s teaching, notably in The Law and 
the Gospel, said to be the most influential 
image of the period.

For our church weekend away at the end 
of September, we invited FM’s David Brown 
to tell us more about how the Reformation 
happened, and why it’s still important for us 
today. 

In October, a team from St Helen’s, Ashby-
de-la-Zouch, will be making a short visit to 
Le Pré, continuing the link between our two 
churches. In addition to singing with the 
gospel choir and leading an all-age service, the 
team will help run an evening event about 
the Reformation in England and France. 
Please pray that many people in the town 
would come to find out more, as one of the 
questions we’re asked regularly is: “What 

You can contact the Vaughans at  
jony.vaughan@gmail.com
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Reformation and freedom 
in Le Pré Saint Gervais

JEUDI 8 JUIN 2017
COLLATION 19H30, CONFÉRENCE À 20H

SOIRÉE À THÈME
ENTRÉE LIBRE

ET LA RÉFORME EN PEINTURE
ORATRICE : NOÉMIE PFISTER-MÉTREAU

CONTACT : RACHEL VAUGHAN - 06 17 81 22 86

EGLISE PROTESTANTE EVANGELIQUE
9 avenue Jean-Jaurès - 93310 Le Pré Saint Gervais

LUTHER
avec le soutien de
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Licence d'Histoire de l'Art de l'Université de Strasbourg,
Étudiante de l'École du Louvre.
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“I give thanks to God 
for sending me to Le 
Pré and giving me the 
opportunity to be part 
of such a wonderful 
community”

“We were encouraged 
by our recent café 
church where guests 
outnumbered church 
members”

10

Cranach, The Law and the Gospel

mailto:chanjumwanza%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:jony.vaughan%40gmail.com?subject=
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It’s so different now, in so many varied ways, 
and we do think it’s stronger. What are we 

referring to? The France Mission church in 
Pontivy. 

It was five years ago that the Elder at the time, 
Steve Leadley, suggested that some support 
from our church in England would be useful. 
We weren’t sure how much use we would 
be, but looking back we can see that the Lord 
used us in significant ways. The work we did 
that first time with our French friends was 
physically very demanding: removing the exterior 
galvanised steel shuttering and replacing it with 
an aesthetically appealing, insulated cladding; 
breaking up a large concrete industrial freezer; 
cleaning up girders; and much exterior painting. 
It was certainly hard work, but the experience 
we gained was bigger and better than the effort 
required.

Our recent visit showed us that both the 

congregation and the building interior have 
changed quite a lot. The kitchen’s been moved 
out of the worship area into a side room and the 
layout changed to a more relaxed feel. There’s a 
new Pastor (Nico Engel) with his finger on youth 
work, and there are good numbers of young 
people. This is wonderful to see, and following 
a church service they can all play safely in the 
area created through our work five years ago – 
an area also used for BBQs and other outdoor 
events.

Five years ago the church was very heavily 
English, which was brilliant for us visiting 
foreigners, but didn’t really feel like a fully French 
church. Today it is nearly all French speakers, 
many from other parts of the world, but French 
is the main language. The worship has its own 
French feel too, though some of the songs are 
still translations of things we sing in the UK.

The worship is relevant and accessible 
to local people. The church looks warm 
and inviting outwardly, and the inside 
is welcoming and comfortable. Kids are 
sometimes noisy, but have fun in God’s 
house. The community’s needs are 
met by a flexible building and outside 
covered space. Maybe this is something 
for us all to consider: making things 

work for us, rather than struggling along… This 
feels like a church that’s more about “God, 
the people, and their lives” than the building 
and its demands – a Jesus-centred community, 
in a community-centred building, with God 
amongst the people.

So reflecting back, what did we do? A bit of 
graft – well, quite a lot really! – but mainly I 
think we were a catalyst so that the church folk 
could do what they needed to do. We grafted 
behind the scenes, so that the folk living there 
could shape it into something that worked for 
them.

The church you see now is not the one we 
left; it’s grown and developed. It’s fantastic to 
see a church developing, looking forward, and 
being positive. God amongst His own, and His 
own welcoming to others. Let’s realise what the 
church really is, and seek to allow God to build 
the church of tomorrow, the people of God.

So what might you be able to do? Maybe not 
graft and grind, smash and shovel, but perhaps 
visit and encourage? Partner and love? Next 
time you’re planning a holiday in France, why 
not start your search from the France Mission 
website rather than from the Gîtes de France 
website? Go with the intention of meeting and 
joining, encouraging and loving. While you’re 
on holiday in France, perhaps God could use 
you to be a source of blessing to your brothers 
and sisters over the Channel, as well as 
blessing you through a warm welcome and the 
fellowship of the gospel.

Return to Pontivy
FM supporters John & Christine 
Bouckley reflect on a return visit 
to a Brittany church

You can contact the Bouckleys at 
jc.bouckley@hotmail.com

“This feels like a church that’s 
more about ‘God, the people, and 
their lives’ than the building and 
its demands”

Worship area

Post-service meal

A praying church

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY

Pastor Nico leading a service

mailto:jc.bouckley%40hotmail.com?subject=


Missionaries Pete & Rachel 
Calvert share news from their 
church plant

In February this year, we retired to France after 
nearly 40 years of pastoral ministry in England. 

We now live in the pretty village of Menetou sur 
Nahon near Chabris in the Indre region.

As we came to France, we felt the call of God 
to open part of our home to church workers and 
others who may be going through difficult times. 
“Hope for Hurting Hearts Ministries” was born 
(www.hopeforhurtingheartsministries.com). It’s 
a privilege to be able to support and encourage 

those who are still in ministry, who at times just 
need a place to rest and relax, and maybe a 
listening ear. 

Obviously one of the most important things 
for us was to find a church family we could call 
our spiritual home. Being supporters of France 
Mission for many years we knew of several FM 
churches in the region and have happily settled 
at the church in Romorantin about 18km from 
our home. The folks there have made us very 
welcome and we appreciate Michael & Catherine 
Brooks’ ministry. We’re looking forward to a 

Vision Sunday soon to see what God is doing 
and wants to do in this lovely fellowship.

Early in July we had the great privilege of the 
church coming to our home for a Sunday service 
of believers’ baptism. It was a thrill to see two 
ladies give testimony and be baptised. A number 
of people from the village also came and we 
were able to share a meal altogether after the 
service. It was a great occasion and we trust and 
pray it will bear fruit for the kingdom of God. A 
third lady was also baptised that weekend in the 
local river.

We know God is at work in the church at 
Romorantin and in our little village, which is very 
exciting. 

Paul reminds us: “Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ” 
(Galatians 6:2). We’ll consider it an honour if we 
can help to lighten just one person’s load and 
encourage them back on their Christian journey 
and ministry. 

Thank you to those who prayed for our scout 
“Taster Days” and for the families who’d 

been showing an interest in the project. Pete, 
Rachel, and the girls were able to participate 
in a camp with groups from other towns over 
the summer, and the group will be starting 
officially on Saturday 14th October. Please 
do keep praying for the team of leaders, the 
children, and their families. Some are from 
church families, others are school friends and 
neighbours. Pray that both our words and our 
lives would make the gospel attractive.

We’re glad to have Eliza Worall from the 
UK with us on placement until April. Please 
intercede for her as she builds relationships 
in Blois and finds her feet with the different 
ministries she’ll be involved in. She has a 
particular interest in children’s ministry so 
will be getting involved both in scouts and in 
children’s church at Blois North and Blois Centre. 
Please pray that she’d continue making good 
progress in her French and be able to trust in 
God’s power when it’s frustrating and exhausting 
working in her second language.

We’re thankful that God has answered 
our prayers for a place to meet for Sunday 
Gatherings for this autumn... Please pray that 
we’d have a good number of people who are not 
yet committed Christians coming along and that 
they’d find these times helpful. It’d be great to 
have the opportunity to start reading the Bible 
with some more people who aren’t yet believers 
this autumn too. We’re also praying that the 
historical exhibition about the Reformation 
that we’re currently hosting would open up 
good opportunities for meeting new people and 
sharing the gospel.

Hope for hurting hearts 
in the Indre

New initiatives in  
Blois Centre
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Eliza Worrall

Michael Brooks baptising

FM supporters Graham & 
Pauline Stevens have recently 
moved near Romorantin

“ We’re thankful that God has 
answered our prayers for a place  
to meet for Sunday Gatherings  
for the autumn” 

“ It was a thrill to see two ladies 
give testimony and be baptised” 

Getting a taste of scouting
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You can contact the Stevens at  
gr.st@hotmail.co.uk

You can contact the Calverts at  
pierrerachel.calvert@gmail.com

mailto:gr.st%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:pierrerachel.calvert%40gmail.com?subject=
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workshop space at the rear of our church for 
a social project. It was to teach new skills to 
unemployed and other disadvantaged people 
by recycling old wooden pallets into furniture, 
something one of our council members, Cédric 
Klein, is already doing on a small scale. We 
believe that, if we could have independent 
access to the workshop space, rather than 
entering through the church, there’d be fewer 
objections to projects of this type. It’d be 
possible if our landlord granted us the right to 
use the car park at the side of our building but 
he’s refused so far, even though we’d be willing 
to pay additional rent. We remain optimistic 

that these barriers 
will be overcome 
in God’s time if we 
trust and persevere 
patiently.

We thank the 
Lord that Annette 
has received 
successful electro-
shock treatment 
to re-establish a 
regular heart-beat 
and that she’s 
feeling the benefits 
of greater energy 
and easier mobility.
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Pastoral workers Jim & 
Annette Wheeler report on 
upcoming challenges
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Laura Simmonds (left) & Annette Wheeler

Update on Loches and Descartes

Every year in France, the September start of 
the school year (la rentrée) is a big thing. The 

sense of a new beginning is felt not only in the 
academic world but also in most other walks of 
life, including businesses, public services, and 
churches. It’s especially relevant for us this year 
because the couple who planted our church 
seven years ago, Raphaël & Karen Anzenberger, 
moved to the USA in July and a new team is 
now leading the FM communities at Loches and 
Descartes. 

Under Pastor Greg Saldi, the team has used 
the summer months to review church life and 
agree plans for refreshing certain activities whilst 
developing other new ones. In particular, we 
want to make stronger links with two sectors 
of the wider community: a) families with 
children and b) men, especially non-believing 
husbands of lady church members. We’ve been 
encouraged by the momentum already gained as 
two additional families, of five and six members 
respectively, now attend services regularly, and 
a group of men seem comfortable meeting for 
occasional social events, where we’re able to 
witness to our faith. The aim is to build on these 
foundations.

Another objective is to reimburse, earlier than 
scheduled, the generous loans we received 
from other FM churches for the Loches building 
project. The sooner this is done, the sooner we 
can finance a part-time pastor/missionary for 
both our communities with less dependence on 
outside funding. 

In Descartes, Laura Simmonds has settled well 
into the church team and the local community. 
Around 40 people, including neighbours and 
new friends she has made, attended her house 
warming, most staying until past midnight. Her 
maturity and experience in Christian ministry are 
already proving to be an asset to the younger 
team members at Descartes. 

The present church office and worship room 
in Descartes have space limitations. Plans are for 
a move soon into larger rented premises, where 
more people can attend services and there will 
be fewer restrictions placed on activities by the 
landlords.

In Loches, not for the first time, the town 
council has blocked our plans to use the huge 

“ Laura’s maturity and experience 
in Christian ministry are already 
proving to be an asset to the 
younger team members” 

Just a few of Laura’s housewarming 
guests!

Nicole Saldi & Rebecca Hochet (members 
of the Descartes team)

Loches & Descartes church council: Jim 
Wheeler, Emmanuel Hochet, Greg Saldi, 
Cédric Klein (L to R)

Cédric in his 
recycling workshop

You can contact the Wheelers at  
oasis1jim@aol.com and  
Laura Simmonds at  
laurmarsim@yahoo.co.uk 

Prayer points:
•   For God’s blessings on the plans to 

strengthen the fellowship in Loches 
and Descartes and to reach new 
sectors of the local community

•   For increased funding in order to 
accelerate reimbursements to other 
FM churches

•   For Laura Simmonds to continue 
developing her role in the Descartes 
team

•     For a suitable new meeting location 
for the Descartes church

•   For the barriers against church 
social projects in Loches to be 
overcome in God’s time

•  Thanks for Annette’s restored health

mailto:oasis1jim%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:laurmarsim%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=


Looking at the last edition of Action 
Missionnaire, not much has changed, and 

I thought it might be interesting to take stock 
of what’s happened since we arrived here six 
years ago. So I’ve looked through some of our 
prayer requests from our first few months and 
years here.

The first requests were about getting settled 
in, doing all the administrative stuff, and the 
language (especially for Marjorie). Well, I think 
you can say that the Lord answered our prayers! 
We’re very settled and last Sunday Marjorie 
led the service in French, something she’d have 
found hard to believe six years ago!

Then there was a lot about the building. 
When we arrived, the church was still meeting 
in rented premises. Since then all the work on 
the current church building has been done. The 
Lord led us amazingly through what was quite a 
challenging time and we’re very blessed with the 
building.

We asked for prayer about getting known in 
the town. While there is scope for more, we can 
safely say that the church is known to the Mayor 
and many of his team, and more widely through 
our involvement in the various neighbourhood 
councils etc.

We asked for opportunities to talk about our 
faith with friends and neighbours. The Lord has 
given us many openings and it’s great to see 
several friends moving forward in or towards the 
faith. Please continue to pray for them and for 
further openings.

We also asked for the church as a whole to 
grasp the vision for making friends outside the 
church and praying for openings to talk about 
the Lord. Here there is some way to go, but 
we’re starting to see members bringing friends 
along to church events. 

So we praise the Lord for His amazing 
faithfulness over this time and thank you 
for your prayers, which are still every bit as 
important!

Taking stock

 

2017 France Day
This year’s event is nearly upon us! The key 
information is as follows:
•  Date: Saturday, 21st October 2017
•   Venue: St Nicolas Church, Newbury RG14 5HG 

(www.st-nics.org) 
•   Speakers: Peter/Rachel Calvert (Blois), Laura 

Simmonds (Descartes), Paul Cooke (FM Trust), 
Jacob Ayrton (year abroad student)

•   Lunch provided for all those who book with 
me (fmtrust@france-
mission.org)

As usual, the day will 
provide a great time of 
praise, prayer, fellowship, 
and sharing of news. For 
more details, please see 
https://goo.gl/EAGTn1. 
It would be wonderful 
to see you at the event 
if you’re able to make 
it. Please do drop me a line (fmtrust@france-
mission.org)  
or give me a call (07980 450462)  
if you’d like to join us for the day.

Bumper issue
As regular readers may have noticed, this edition 
of Action Missionnaire is four pages longer than 
usual. That’s because I’ve been sent so many 
wonderful reports after the summer break. If 
you ever have a story to share, do please send it 
in – I’ll print it if I can! Thanks.

Chris & Fiona 
Lloyd in Auray
I was recently able 
to visit Chris & Fiona 
in Auray (Brittany). 
They’re doing well and have had a very busy 
summer. Chris was able to show me a couple 

of properties in the town that could provide 
a suitable public venue for their church plant. 
Thanks to the generosity of all those who gave to 
the appeal letter earlier this year, the Lloyds now 
have a £12k deposit to put towards the right 
premises. I hope to be able to share more about 
this exciting prospect soon!

Free DVD
Vocation: Implanteur 
d’église (“Vocation: Church-
Planter”) is an excellent 
DVD produced by the 
National Council of French 
Evangelicals. It presents five 
recent examples of French 
church planting, including 
the FM church in Loches. The DVD retails at 
about £8, but it’s such a great resource that we’ll 
gladly send it you for free! Please just complete 
and return the relevant part of the response 
form that came with this magazine.

Other news from Paul Cooke
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Missionaries Paul & Marjorie 
Dowling reflect on the past six 
years in Châteauroux

English conversation group outing to 
George Sand’s house

 
With times of prayer and worship.Lunch & refreshments: will be provided free of charge for  anyone who books with Paul Cooke (fmtrust@france-mission.org 07980 450462) by 14th October. Please indicate any special dietary needs when booking.

Cost: there is no admission charge. During the day there will  be an opportunity to make a freewill donation. 
Getting there: Please see the map and directions overleaf.

FRANCE DAY 2017Creative church-planting in the heart of France

St Nicolas Church Hall, Newbury RG14 5HG
Saturday, 21st October 2017  from 10.30 am to 4.30 pm

Please join us to 
learn more about 
how France Mission 
is using creative 
approaches to 
sharing the gospel 
in the Touraine area. Our speakers will be:

Peter Calvert 
(FM church plant in Blois) 

“Proclaiming the King in 

France’s Valley of Kings”

Laura Simmonds  (FM church plant in Descartes)“Proclaiming God’s wisdom 
 in a philosopher’s birth place” 

Paul Cooke  
(British Director, FM Trust)  

“France during the  
Hollande Years”

A France Mission Trust event

 images by:  Didier Plowy (Fichier numérique) [CC BY-SA 4.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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Junior Church summer outing

You can contact the Dowlings at  
paul.dowling@sfr.fr

“It’s great to see several friends 
moving forward in or towards  
the faith” 

Maturing church
Adult church

Daughter church
Activity centre

Church plant
Developing church

http://www.st-nics.org
mailto:paul.dowling%40sfr.fr?subject=
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THESE ARE YOUR AREA REPRESENTATIVES:
✁

	
 SCOTLAND

Gordon Leiper, c/o PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.  
Tel: 07980 450462 
gordon.leiper@france-mission.org

 NORTHERN IRELAND

Jill Kennedy, 42 Bangor Road, Conlig BT23 7PX 
Tel: 07530 064481  
jill.kennedy@france-mission.org

 LONDON AND SOUTH EAST

Bob Skelly, 137b Barry Road, London SE22 OHW.  
Tel: 020 8299 0600  
bob.skelly@france-mission.org

SOUTHERN ENGLAND

Ian Thomas, 27 Burrfields Road, Copnor, Portsmouth, 
Hants. PO3 5DP. 
Tel: 02392 660282 
ian.thomas@france-mission.org

 SOUTH WALES AND WEST OF ENGLAND

Carole Edrich, c/o PO Box 743, Exeter EX1 9RN.  
Tel: 07980 450462 
carole.munson5@orange.fr

Paul Cooke, PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.  
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275 
fmtrust@france-mission.org

 WEST MIDLANDS

Nigel Sullivan, 161 Wheelwright Lane, Ash Green,  
Coventry CV7 9HR. Tel: 024 7636 2331  
nigel.sullivan@france-mission.org

 NORTH OF ENGLAND AND NORTH WALES

Colin Judkins, 55 Victoria Road, Northwich, Cheshire 
CW9 5RE. Tel: 01606 49859 
colin.judkins@france-mission.org

Each area representative offers your church or Christian 
Union group:
• Up-to-date news about God’s work in France.
• DVD presentations.
•  PowerPoint presentations to explain France Mission’s 

strategy.
• France Mission literature.
Please contact your local representative direct by 
email, letter or phone as above.

 ALL OTHER REGIONS

Paul Cooke, PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.  
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275 
fmtrust@france-mission.org

This newsletter is also available in large print. It is published 
three times a year, and is available free  
of charge from:

FRANCE MISSION TRUST,
PO Box 743, EXETER EX1 9RN (UK)
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275
Email: fmtrust@france-mission.org 
Web: www.france-mission.com/fmtrust/web

FRANCE MISSION is a French-based Protestant evangelical  
mission organisation founded in France in 1957. Our French 
headquarters is at 36 bis rue du Borrégo, 75020 Paris. We are a  
fellowship of over 120 church-planting missionaries of all nationalities, 
of whom the majority are French nationals and  
14 come from the United Kingdom.

FRANCE MISSION TRUST is the mission’s UK support office,  
a registered charity (Number 267979) founded in 1974. Our  
UK Trustees are: Bob Crockford, Colin Judkins, Helen Robinson, Adrian 
Walter,  and Charles Zealey. France Mission Trust is a group member of 
the Evangelical Alliance and a member society of Global Connections. 
Donations should be made payable to “France Mission” and sent to the 
Exeter office. Gifts designated for particular missionaries are forwarded 
without deduction.
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