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Preparing for change
Reflections by Paul Cooke,
FM’s UK Director

C

hange is a difficult thing to
manage. Too much or too
quickly, and disorientation can
set in. Too little or too slowly,
and paralysis can result. But
get it right, and the benefits
can be huge.
Over the Channel, France
Mission is about to embark
on one of the biggest changes
in its 60-year history with the
imminent merger with Vision-France. Much
prayer and careful preparation has gone into
the process so far, so there’s every reason to
believe that the Lord will continue to bless
developments. I’m excited about the gospel
potential of this merger and am really looking
forward to the joint FM-VF congress in May (see
page 19 for more details).
Change is taking place here
in the UK too. Just before
Christmas we received news
from the Charity Commission
that our application to
become a CIO (Charitable
Incorporated Organisation)
had been approved. We’re
still a charity, but we now
have a different legal and administrative status
that should help our work going forward. Just
to reassure you, the change won’t affect you

2017 financial review
as a supporter in any material way! But the
background work that made the change possible
highlights the vital role played by France
Mission’s Trustees. And they’d love to recruit a
few new folk to help with the work! Maybe this
could be a role for you? See the article on pages
10-11 to find out more.
Because of the big changes in France, now
is a good time for us in the UK to refresh our
image. The Trustees and I are therefore working
with CPO (www.cpo.org.uk) on a new website
and a new look for our various communication
channels. The aim will be to attract new
supporters, so that we can continue to play our
part in prayer and financial support to help build
God’s Kingdom in France.
Thank you so much for being a part of this
ministry. And please don’t hesitate to contact
me if you’d like to chat about any of the changes
I’ve just mentioned.
Every Blessing
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Designated gift

ompared to the previous year, 2017 saw
a slight decrease in total income and a
significant increase in total expenditure for FM
Trust. Income in the UK dipped from £389k to
£388k, while expenditure increased from £343k
to £406k (see the pie charts for more detail). The
increase in expenditure was due to us sending an
additional £61,500 to support missionaries and
projects. That was only possible because of your
generosity – so thank you!
Given that legacy revenue declined somewhat
last year (from £68k in 2016 to £53k in 2017),
overall income held up well. Legacies are
unpredictable, so we never include them in our
plans, but whenever they arrive they can make a
huge difference – a legacy really is the ultimate
gift.
If you’d like more information about
remembering France Mission in your will,
please go to http://goo.gl/75whVA or
contact Paul Cooke.
Even with minimal investment in
advertising last year (about 0.1% of total
expenditure), FM Trust still welcomed 75
new prayer partners in 2017. This year,
we’ll be investing considerably more as
part of our visual rebranding, and will
then look to focus more resources on
exhibiting in 2019. We’re blessed with
wonderfully faithful long-term supporters,
but are conscious of the need to recruit
more mission partners, especially from
younger generations.

This is to confirm that

William Shawcross
Chair

Paul Cooke provides an overview
of how supporters’ generous
donations were used last year
General Gifts
Gift Aid
Interest
Legacies

Support for
missionairies/projects
Director’s costs
Communication
Advertising
Administration
Governance

A huge thank you to all supporters, old
and new, whose prayerful generosity is
helping God’s Kingdom to grow in France.
May He continue to enable and prosper
the work through the gifts and prayers of
His people!
A formal set of accounts for 2017
and an annual report will be available
very shortly on the FM website (http://
goo.gl/cbYaVl). If you’d like any more
information, please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

Thank you once again for your
wonderful support!

If you’d like a statement of personal gifts for the tax year 2017-2018, please just ask
and I’ll gladly supply you with one.

@PaulFmtrust

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY SUNDAY
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Preparing for Easter in
Blois Centre
Missionaries Pete & Rachel
Calvert report on outreach
initiatives

T

hank you for praying for Eliza, the British
student who has been with us for an
internship. Her input with the children’s ministry
has been really valuable. We’re planning a
new series of after-school Bible clubs leading
up to Easter… please pray that they would be
helpful both for the children and the mums who
attend. And pray too for Eliza as she returns to
Manchester in April, that God would continue
to guide her and use her to bless many. Please
pray for reinforcements for our little team here...
especially people who have a heart and gifting
for evangelism. That’s pretty essential if a new
church plant is going to get off the ground!

Encouragements in
Le Pré Saint Gervais

Please pray for
The Bible in miniature
us as we seek to exhibition
bear witness to
God’s revelation
in Scripture, and
especially in
Christ Jesus.
At the
gallery, Bible
studies have
slowed down
a bit since the
New Year. But
we’ve enjoyed
welcoming a
good number
of visitors to
our current
exhibition “The
Bible in miniature”, a series of intricately crafted
and well-explained scenes from the Bible. Our
next exhibition, with a Christian photographer,
will be launched on 9th March.
The question of what it means to be
human is currently a hot issue in France.
The government is consulting widely with
a view to updating a whole range of
legislation in the area of bio-ethics and
assisted reproduction.

Please pray:
Eliza teaching at scouts

In our Sunday gatherings at the hotel, we’re
currently working through the first chapters of
Genesis. It’s a good opportunity to address some
of the questions which can be obstacles to faith
for people around us: the relationship between
faith and science, Christian responsibility for
the environmental crisis, what it means to be a
human being, and how we define our identity.
4

• for those in positions of influence
• that believers would be able to

contribute graciously and persuasively

• that new legislation would protect the
most vulnerable

You can contact the Calverts at
pierrerachel.calvert@gmail.com

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY MONDAY

Missionaries Jonathan &
Rachel Vaughan report on
recent highlights

The Nov. 2017 art exhibition

T

hank you for your faithful prayers for Le Pré.
We praise God that the visit from the Ashby
team in October went so well; it was a real
blessing both for us and for them (see report on
pages 6-7). We found a good balance between
working on the events, time with church
members, and chances to explore Le Pré and
Paris. Our art exhibition in November was also
encouraging; this year we combined the poetry
afternoon and café church into a “poetry café”
and had some great gospel conversations. Many
of the artists attended the talk on Luther where
the gospel was clearly presented; some bought
books about the Reformation, others came to
our gospel choir concert. Please pray that God
would continue to work in their hearts.
The Christmas service saw our largest-ever
music group accompanying the carols, and the
return of a Christmas puppet show we recorded
many years ago. The children had helped make
the puppets, and loved watching the show. We

You can contact the Vaughans at
jony.vaughan@gmail.com

“We were encouraged by
the number of visitors and
particularly that gospel choir
members came.”
were encouraged by the number of visitors and
particularly that gospel choir members came.
Our congregation has a high turnover: one
couple who were very involved, David and
Noémie, have now moved away, and we miss
them. At the same time, God has brought
eight new people along to services since the
beginning of 2018, a wonderful surprise! We’re
seeking to make newcomers feel at home as
quickly as possible, and now have a welcome
team in place to help with that and also to
manage practical aspects of the Sunday service.

The Vaughan family: Rachel, Naomi,
Leah, Zoe, Stephanie, Jonathan (L-R)

The important step of drawing up an official list
of members and electing the church council
will be happening soon after you read this, so
we’d value your prayers that God would use it to
strengthen our commitment to each other and
to the gospel.

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY MONDAY
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Blue skies and sunshine
“We went to offer support and
help; we gained immeasurably
more.”

The Ashby team (with Rachel Vaughan on far left): Sarah Fok, Elizabeth Smith, Sue
Brown (behind), Sue Evans, Shân Dyer, Rev. Mary Gregory

The team from St Helen’s,
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, reflect on
their visit to Le Pré

W

hen a team of six stepped off the plane
in Paris after a chilly October start from
Birmingham, little did we realise that the same
warmth and brightness would permeate our
stay in Le Pré. We went to offer support and
help; we gained immeasurably more.
We were humbled by the warmth and
friendship that we met from our hosts and
the church family in general. It was uplifting
to witness the deep faith and unity of church
members and to be accepted as fellow
Christians and friends, despite some of us
having little grasp of French. We discovered
that the language of the gospel transcends our
linguistic limitations! It’s good to feel at home

You can contact the Ashby team at
susanbrown05@gmail.com
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in the love of God through the love of fellow
Christians!
Our visit
coincided with
a focus on the
Reformation.
Much to our
delight, the
video we’d
made of Ashby’s
Reformation
preacher, Arthur
Hildersham,
seemed to be well
received by young
and old, and we
learned quite a
lot ourselves in the process of making it. A
steady stream of visitors not only looked at the
exhibition but stayed for refreshments and a
chat. It caused us to reflect on how we engage
with our local community in Ashby.
Another aspect of engaging with the local
community was the Gospel Choir, set up
by Jonathan Vaughan and open to anyone

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY TUESDAY

who wanted to sing gospel music. We joined
them in the centre of town for an open-air
performance, which was part of a Breast
Cancer Awareness event. Again, we felt we
were doing something that set us in the heart
of the community.
At odd times during the visit we’d been
quietly preparing for Messy Church on Sunday.
Our topic was the story of the Feeding of the
Five Thousand – did you know you could make
fish scales with celery and paint? Or bread from
salt dough? And add to your congregational
“crowd” by drawing faces on paper plates held
on sticks? Everyone enjoyed the activities,
culminating in an interactive story-telling by
Mary, our rector, and a short address by Pastor
Jonathan. Singing “How Great Thou Art” in
this small, very international church family,
reminded us that the gospel is worldwide in its
reach, and encouraged us to pray accordingly.
It expanded our vision of God’s Kingdom.

It wasn’t all hard work!

Sadly, the visit was over all too soon. New
friendships had been made, and old ones
renewed. We look forward to welcoming
Le Pré church members again in Ashby and
to maintaining our links, not only with the
Vaughans, but with the church family as a
whole. Our prayer is that the link between our
two churches will strengthen and grow as we
partner with one another in the gospel ministry
entrusted to us. If you’ve never considered
such a partnership in the gospel, we
wholeheartedly recommend it! Bon courage!

Two very different churches united in the gospel: St Helen’s, Ashby, (R) and Le Pré St
Gervais (L)

If a group from your church would be interested in connecting with a France-Mission
church, please contact Paul Cooke (fmtrust@france-mission.org) to discuss further.
FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY TUESDAY
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Developing a public
presence in Auray

An opportunity in Loches?

Missionaries Chris & Fiona Lloyd
are looking at potential church
premises

Pastoral workers Jim &
Annette Wheeler wonder if
you might be able to help

T

he current structure of our two evangelical
communities, Loches and Descartes, is based
on being one church under one leadership
in two locations, 30 km apart. Descartes
was planted last year and the Pastor for both
communities, Greg Saldi, has moved there along
with a small team to concentrate on building a
Christian fellowship in that town. Loches, which
was planted seven years ago, is “ticking over”
thanks to its well-established rhythm of services,
prayer meetings, and discipleship activities.
However, this can be only a temporary situation
because Greg cannot give adequate leadership
to the Loches community while he is putting so
much time into developing Descartes.

A recent church art exhibition (works by
Christian artist, Faby)

will provide a solution to the leadership vacancy
in Loches, perhaps with a French-speaking
missionary from the UK? Please join us in prayer
that someone will be interested.

Linda serving Becky at church Christmas
supper

Official opening of the Église
Évangélique Tzigane in Loches

In addition is a concern that certain people,
who currently fill responsible roles at Loches,
will be moving on to ministries elsewhere in the
near future, further depleting the leadership.
This may all sound pessimistic but, in fact, we
are confident the Lord is bringing us to a new
and exciting phase of our church growth. The
potential is great and we’re praying that God
8

Your prayers would also be appreciated for
certain individuals:
• C
 édric, Linda, and Nathalie, who are working
on final mémoires (dissertations) for their
Masters degrees at the Geneva Bible Institute
• B
 ecca, who has just started to teach English to
the high school class in the local International
School. She is excited but rather intimidated
by the responsibilities
• C
 laude, a true prayer warrior, who is
recovering from a long-term illness and is keen
to rejoin us in our morning prayer meetings
• L , who is struggling to cope as a single mum
while dealing with a difficult situation with her
ex-husband

You can contact the Wheelers at
oasis1jim@aol.com

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY WEDNESDAY

C

hanges in circumstances allow you to
re-evaluate. Since the beginning of the
New Year, we’ve had to do just that with the
departure of the Algerian family to the Parisian
region and Sylvie and Rémi to near Pontivy.
We’ve stopped renting the hotel room on
Sunday evenings as it’s not worth paying for six
of us. Instead, we’ve returned to meeting on
Sunday in our flat at 11 am.
Sadly, the building we were interested in
looks like it will probably be sold to another
buyer. So the search for the right place goes
on, somewhere we can put to good use and
that would give us visibility in the town. The
ideas we’ve floated around so far include the
following:
• weekday workshare office space
• language lessons
• story-telling evenings
• musical events
• temporary art gallery
• showing films and discussing them
• small discovery Bible studies
• meeting place for the pastorale (regional
church leaders)
• thematic discussion group

Chris & Fiona on the balcony of their flat
in Auray

Potential building for sale

We’re not at the end of our ideas, but
we’re encouraged that as a group each one
is enthusiastic about the project. We also
have the advantage that one of our members,
Nolwenn, is an architect and is not only able
to give valuable advice on current legislation,
but also the interior design and the design
of the shop front. We’re very much on the
same wavelength about doing something
that’s aesthetically pleasing even if it is more
expensive.
What name are we going to give to our
future premises? We’re avoiding the word
église (“church”) and going for something like
écoute et partage (“listen and share”). Watch
this space to find out more in the months
ahead and, in the meantime, do please pray
for the Lord’s wisdom and guidance for us.

Thanks to the generosity of FM
Trust supporters responding
to an appeal letter last year,
the Lloyds have £13,000 they
can add to the deposit for a
building. Thank you!
You can contact the Lloyds at
chris.lloyd@orange.fr

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY WEDNESDAY
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The FM Trustees are looking to strengthen the Board… Might you be part of the answer?
Trustees are amazing!
UK Director Paul Cooke (not a
Trustee!) explains why

D

id you know that,
without Trustees,
not a single one of the
200,000 registered
charities in the UK would
be able to function? As
the Charity Commission
puts it: “Trustees have
independent control over, and legal responsibility
for, a charity’s management and administration.
They play a very important role, almost always
unpaid, in a sector that contributes significantly
to the character and wellbeing of the country.”
Just imagine how many things wouldn’t happen
without Trustees… health and social care, youth
and children’s work, medical research, animal
welfare and conservation, education and culture,
housing and homelessness… And, of course,
churches and mission agencies!
Without Trustees, France Mission (UK) certainly
wouldn’t exist and barely a week goes by without
me feeling very grateful to one or other of them
for some advice, wisdom, encouragement and/or
challenge to help me do my job better and to keep
our ministry as effective as possible.
The current team of Trustees – Colin Judkins
(Chair), Bob Crockford (Vice-Chair), Helen
Robinson, and Adrian Walter – would like to
add at least two more people to their number
(especially as Helen will be stepping down this
year). Do you think it’s possible that this could be
a role for you – or maybe somebody you know?
Could I please ask you to pray about this?
I asked the current team to share a little about
their experience – and here’s what they said…
10

What’s it like being a Trustee?

“It’s a great privilege to act as a Trustee. Beyond
the legal necessities of running any charity, it’s
exciting to be able to plan and work to see God’s
kingdom extended in France.”

What does a Trustee actually do?

“France Mission in the UK is relatively modest in
size so the work is not hugely time consuming,
with a couple of meetings a year and then
emails, documents to review, decisions for
grants or people to support, and occasional
short discussions/meetings by Skype in between
times as need arises. The Trustees have different
skills, so some will focus more on their area of
knowledge/interest. We also pray regularly for the
work.”

Why I became a trustee
• Bob: “A long-time
supporter of FMT, my
retirement has allowed
me to go beyond giving
and prayer to support
the work in more ways
and to play a fuller
role in seeing God’s
Kingdom extended in
France.”
• Colin: “My lifetime
passion for mission,
for France, and for
churchplanting and
growth, which includes
14 years of ministry
in Dunkerque, led me
to join FM’s board of
Trustees, where I can
continue to play a part
in building God’s Church
in that needy country.”

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY THURSDAY

• Helen: “It’s been a
privilege to serve our
missionaries in France
and supporters in the UK
over the past 5 years.
We could do with more
women on the board to
create a good balance.
At least one youthful
member would be great
to help encourage new supporters for the next
generation.”
• Adrian: “As an early
retiree with IT skills and
senior management
experience, I found
myself looking for ways
to contribute something
to the country I reside in
(part time). I decided the
most worthwhile thing
I could do would be to use my past to support
those who were working to make the love of Jesus
known to the people of France in the present.”

For an informal chat about the role of
FM Trustee, please contact either Colin
Judkins (colin.judkins@gmail.com) or Bob
Crockford (bkcrockford@outlook.com)

We were deeply saddened by the death of FM
Trustee Charles Zealey in November 2017.
Charles died full of faith, and, on the day of his
funeral, the packed pews at his home church
bore eloquent testimony to the impact of his
life. Charles was only a Trustee for a couple
of years, but the insights he brought from the
world of business were extremely valuable. We
miss his godly wisdom, good humour, and wise
counsel. Charles’ widow, Joyce (also a longterm FM supporter), remains in our prayers as
do the rest of the family.
FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY THURSDAY
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What’s new in the M9 church in Montreuil?
Church-planters Benoît &
Rachel Jeanson report on recent
developments

The Jeanson family

Spotlight on Jump
Jump is our teenagers’ group and is the area
where we’re seeing the most progress. After
enjoying some social time together, the young
people listen to a talk, and then spit into small
groups to discuss how they can put into practice
what they’ve learned.
It’s because small groups are so important
for us that we’ve decided to introduce them
for teenagers, with boys and girls meeting
separately. This year, we’ve had to set up a new

The Jump team (with Caroline on the far left)
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group for girls because we’ve got more of them.
We ensure that the teenagers stay in the same
small group to build up trust and confidence.
Our two oldest daughters asked to be baptised
last year, and it was our joy to see this happen
in February for one and November for the
other. Caroline – the team leader for Jump –
was the person who prepared our daughter for
baptism and then baptised her. This was a real
encouragement for Caroline who leads the youth
work alongside a busy life as a student. Another
girl – from a non-Christian family – subsequently
asked to be baptised. We discussed this with her
parents who are proud and supportive of her
decision. It feels like we’re experiencing a miniversion of Acts 2:47: “they praised God and had
the good will of all the people” (GW).

“Another girl – from a nonChristian family – subsequently
asked to be baptised”

just be looking to families with young children.
We feel ready for this new stage and are
praying that it’ll soon become a regular feature
of our church life.
The Bi-Deu-Dul

We’re well settled there now and families really
enjoy the environment we create. Our next
challenge is to see more new families join us. In
addition to these child-friendly services, we also
continue to run three small groups for adults.

The team
All of these activities are supported by a stable
team. The main change is that Rachel is now in
a paid role with M9; this compensates for the
reduced hours that Benoît works in his secular
job so that he can invest time in the church
plant. Our prayer is to be joined in Montreuil
by another family who live locally and would be
really willing to invest in the project.

Réactif: the church
Other activities

We’ve been renting a room on a monthly basis
since September 2016 for the Bi’Dieu’Dul.

M9 forms a single multi-site church with
France-Mission’s Église de la Brie. In 2017 we
took an important formal step by creating an
association cultuelle (a legal entity for religious
bodies) called Réactif: une Église Multi-sites.

Réactif: the conference

Spotlight on Célébrations
Célébrations are what we call outreach worship
services. We’ll be holding the first of these on
18th March. The whole team are excited about
this initiative and will be involved. Our first
challenge was to find premises suitable for the
event, since the room we use for our childfriendly services (what we call the Bi’Dieu’Dul,
which roughly translates as “God thing”) isn’t
appropriate. We explored various options but
were always turned down until we found an
open door at Montreuil’s Exhibition Centre
where we’ve been able to rent a good-sized
room (130m2). March 18th will be something
of an experiment: we’ll be able to invite new
people, the environment will be more neutral
than the intimacy of a small group, and we won’t

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY

Our approach to “doing church”
is deliberately different, and we
want to share our experiences
with other church leaders. We’re
therefore organising a second Réactif
conference next month (20th-22nd
April: www.reactif.org). Please pray
this will prove a blessing to many.
And thank you for your prayers and
donations (around £7,000 over the
past two years) that have helped us
so much on the journey so far.

Montreuil’s Exhibition Centre

You can contact the Jeansons at
benoit@eglisem9.com

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY
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Community outreach in
multicultural Paris

Keeping the flame burning
Missionaries Paul & Marjorie
Dowling reflect on the past six
years in Châteauroux

Trainee missionary Hannah
Prior shares from the FM
church in Paris-Télégraphe

B

y the time you read this we’ll have been
in Châteauroux for nearly seven years. In
some ways it’s hard to believe, but it’s also
true that a lot has happened in that time –
many encouragements but also quite a few
challenges. Now our thoughts are beginning to
turn towards the future and, in particular, what
will happen when we leave in just over two
years’ time, when Paul reaches retirement age.

Handbells at the Christmas service

Our plan all along has been to try and build a
team who could keep the church going if there
is no pastor/pastoral couple to replace us –
and that’s still very much in our plans. But with
the families who have moved on this year, it’s
difficult to see how the church could flourish
without a pastor or, better still, pastoral couple.
So we’re putting out feelers for a possible
successor.
As part of this, we’ll be going to the Geneva
Bible Institute (where many French pastors train)
for their stagiaires day on 14th March. It’s a
sort of “speed-dating” where churches offering
placements make a short presentation and the
trainee pastors can approach those they think
might be of interest. There are always more
14

I

Geneva Bible Institute

placements on offer than candidates, so there’s
no guarantee of getting one. Our hope would be
to find someone coming towards the end of their
training to come and work with us for a year or
so with a view to taking over when we leave.
We become more and more aware of the
immense spiritual needs of France and this
region in particular. We know of so many people
in difficulty as a consequence of not following
the Creator’s recommendations and it’s a cause
of much sadness that most would not dream of
looking to a church to find the answers to their
needs. Please pray that the Lord would send
more labourers into the harvest to keep the
flame of His gospel of grace burning brightly in
this part of France.
The Church’s Christmas celebration

You can contact the Dowlings at
paul.dowling@sfr.fr

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY

’m writing this in the train on the way back
from studying at Vaux-sur-Seine. The snow
fell steadily all morning but the trains are
still running. Classes this week have included
New Testament on the epistles of Paul, Old
Testament on the Pentateuch, and Diction
(how to speak clearly in public).

“These activities are a great way
to meet and reach out to people
in the community”
Women’s literacy course

The Télégraphe Alpha team

My routine continues in much the same
fashion as before: studying theology,
teaching English, and helping out at
Télégraphe. So I thought I’d write about
a couple of things at Télégraphe that I’m
not currently involved in due to my other
commitments, but which are an important
part of the life of the church: the literacy
classes and the after-school homework
club. The church is in a multicultural area
of Paris and these activities are a great way
to meet and reach out to people in the
community.
The women’s literacy classes have been
running for many years and happen twice a
week on Monday and Thursday mornings.

The classes were initially advertised, but
now people come by word of mouth. The
classes always include a Bible story. Please
pray for the team who organise the classes
and for the ladies that come. Some have
been really touched by the stories and two
are studying the Bible further with team
members.
The after-school homework clubs also
happen twice a week on Monday and
Thursday afternoons. Children come and
people from the church are there to help
them with their homework. Please join with
me in praying for these activities and for the
links made in the local community; it’s great
that, even without participating in person,
it’s still possible to partner in the work of
the gospel through prayer.
And finally, for me, as an ongoing prayer
point, please pray for wisdom for plans for
the next year (2018-2019).

You can contact Hannah at
hannah_prior@hotmail.com

FOR YOUR PRAYERS EVERY FRIDAY
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A testimony
Area Rep Ian Thomas shares
how the Lord has used him
as an evangelist

Ian and his wife Christine

I

’ve had a long-standing love for France and
studied French to A-level standard. I now
enjoy sharing about the Lord’s work in France as
France Mission’s South of England Area Rep. I’ve
been a France Mission supporter since going on
my first campaign to Saintes in 2001. A couple of
years ago, we hosted the annual France Day at
Cosham Baptist Church in Portsmouth.
I’d like to share how I was lead into work in

16

“I’ve seen many people listen to the Word and have been
instrumental in people coming to Christ on the streets”
France and subsequently into
sketch board evangelism. Several years ago
there was a couple (Dennis & Jenny Tosh) who
needed storage for medical goods they took
to Moscow on short-term missions. We were
able to accommodate them and a friendship
developed. One evening Jenny gave me a word
of prophecy: that one day I’d be preaching and
teaching in France. She had no knowledge at all
of my interest in France!
A few years later, there was an announcement
at church about a short-term mission to France.
I recalled the prophecy I’d been given and
agreed to go. The following July I set off with
my friend David Chester to Saintes (south-west
France) and, after a horrendous journey, we
arrived at our destination late on the Saturday
evening. After Sunday worship we were given
presentations by the different teams within
the campaign. I volunteered to join a choir but,
after one day’s training, it was apparent my
singing wasn’t up to the required standard!
The choirmaster and a leader of another team
suggested I join the team involved in direct
contact with the public. Despite my somewhat
rusty knowledge of French, I agreed to it.
I commenced training with my new team the
next afternoon,
when the other
members were
asked to give
their testimonies
in French. Being
one day behind
everyone else,
I had nothing
prepared. After
listening to the
others sharing
how they became
Christians, I felt
led to tell how
on 20th January
Saintes
1986 I received
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David Chester

a phone call from a nurse who had to tell me
that my daughter had died; exactly two weeks
later, on 3rd February, I received a further phone
call from the same nurse informing me my son
had died. I concluded with the words rien ne
peut nous séparer de l’amour de Dieu – “nothing
can separate us from the love of God” (Romans
8:37). For the remainder of the campaign I spent
most of the time distributing gospel material.
When it came time for me to apply for the
campaign the next year I felt very reluctant
but, after much prayer, I decided to go. On that
occasion, I had more opportunities for contact
with the public. It was during an encounter with
a man on the street that my French colleague,
who’d been with me the previous year, asked
me to give the same testimony I’d given in the
training session. I did as he asked, and have
shared the testimony on numerous subsequent
occasions.

Open Air Campaigners in France

I’ve been going on evangelistic campaigns
in France over the past 17 years, doing direct
contact with the public using questionnaires
and leaflet distribution. However, during the
FM campaign in Vitré in 2006, I felt led to learn
sketch board evangelism. This proved quite a
challenge since I am very poor at art, but with
God’s grace I’ve done this in Avignon for the past
decade with Open Air Campaigners. Throughout
this time, I’ve seen many people listen to the
Word and have been instrumental in people
coming to Christ on the streets. More recently,
I was encouraged by our former pastor to carry
out sketch board evangelism both locally and
within the church.
Since giving that testimony in France many
years ago, I’ve had a zeal for evangelism both in
this country and especially in France. I hope my
story might be an encouragement to others to
engage in short-term mission – sowing the seeds
and praying for God to give the increase.

You can contact Ian at
ian.thomas@france-mission.org
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Church revitalisation revisited

Other news from Paul Cooke

Missionary Dave Brown
provides an update on this
area of his ministry

2018 France-Mission / VisionFrance Congress (10th-11th May)

“Our particular challenge is
the high turnover of members”

I

n the Autumn of 2016 I wrote an article in
Action Missionnaire on church revitalisation.
What does revitalisation involve? “In an
increasingly secular society, churches can,
over a period of time, face decline, stagnation,
disappointment and so much more, leading
to closure if nothing is done to halt the slide.
Revitalisation, using various means, seeks to
help bring a church back to spiritual health and
vitality.” I find I’m spending an increasing amount
of my time in this ministry.

Bilingual website resource

• In December 2016 in Lyon and in February
2017 in Grenoble I led seminars for church
leaders.
• In January 2017 I taught a course on the
subject for the final year students at the Geneva
Bible Institute.
• I’ve served as a consultant for a church on
the French Riviera and a church in Geneva by
accompanying their leadership groups.
• I’ve set up a European Revitalisation Network
within the European Leadership Forum. A
quarterly newsletter goes out to over 100
18

Church website

English-speaking church leaders across Europe
and a French version to over 60 leaders.
We’ve also set up a bilingual website www.
revitalisation.fr – though I’d be the first to admit
that it’s still in its early stages!
• I’ve been working with a denomination in
Lithuania. Mary and I visited them first in May
2017 and will be returning to Vilnius in April.
Then, at the end of August, I’ll be speaking at
their national conference.
Someone described our church here in
Paris (Église Protestante Évangélique de ParisCardinet) as a laboratory in church revitalisation.
I’m very aware, however, that our city-centre
congregation is not typical of all churches in
need of revitalisation. Our particular challenge is
the high turnover of members: not many people
want to stay in Paris with its pollution and high
cost of living, and they yearn to return to their
provincial roots. Please join us in praying that
the Lord will give some of them a heart for
central Paris!

You can contact the Browns at
david.brown.paris@gmail.com
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The annual FM congress will be different this
year. Not only will it be in a new location
(Strasbourg rather than Paris), it will also be
about a month later than usual (May rather
than April). The changes are because this will be
the congress at which, God willing, the merger
between France-Mission and Vision-France will
be formally accepted at each organisation’s
AGM (to be held simultaneously in different
rooms within the same building). If you’d be
interested in attending what should be a very
memorable couple of days, you can find all the
relevant information at www.france-mission.org/
congres-2018. Please let me know too (fmtrust@
france-mission.org), so that I can look out for
you there.

France Day 2018 – potential
hosts?
I’m in the initial stages of planning this year’s
France Day, to be held on a Saturday in the
autumn. Might you be interested in exploring
the possibility of hosting the event at your
church? If so, here are some of the things with
which I’d really appreciate some local help:
• Catering
• Music
• AV (+ recording)
• Stewarding
Where?
• Set-up and clean-up
• A
 ccommodation for
speakers
If this is a way in which you feel you might be
able to bless FM, please let me know (fmtrust@
france-mission.org). Many thanks in advance!
(To hear the talks from last year’s France Day in
Newbury, go to https://goo.gl/EAGTn1)

Free DVD

Vocation: Implanteur
d’église (“Vocation:
Church-Planter”) is an
excellent DVD produced
by the National Council
of French Evangelicals.
It presents five recent
examples of French
church planting,
including the FM church
in Loches. The DVD retails
at about £8, but it’s such a great resource that
we’ll gladly send it you for free! Please just
complete and return the relevant part of the
response form that came with this magazine.
NB: this might be the last time I advertise this
wonderful resource, as a new film is being
finalised as I write. I hope to be able to advertise
that in the next issue!
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THESE ARE YOUR AREA REPRESENTATIVES:
SCOTLAND

NORTH OF ENGLAND AND NORTH WALES

Gordon Leiper, c/o PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.
Tel: 07980 450462
gordon.leiper@france-mission.org

Colin Judkins, 27 Round Hill Meadow, Great Boughton,
Chester CH3 5XR. Tel: 01244 340392
colin.judkins@france-mission.org

NORTHERN IRELAND
Jill Kennedy, 42 Bangor Road, Conlig BT23 7PX
Tel: 07530 064481
jill.kennedy@france-mission.org
LONDON AND SOUTH EAST
Bob Skelly, 137b Barry Road, London SE22 OHW.
Tel: 020 8299 0600
bob.skelly@france-mission.org
SOUTHERN ENGLAND
Ian Thomas, 27 Burrfields Road, Copnor, Portsmouth,
Hants. PO3 5DP.
Tel: 02392 660282
ian.thomas@france-mission.org
SOUTH WALES AND WEST OF ENGLAND
Carole Edrich, c/o PO Box 743, Exeter EX1 9RN.
Tel: 07980 450462
carole.munson5@orange.fr
Paul Cooke, PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275
fmtrust@france-mission.org
WEST MIDLANDS
Nigel Sullivan, 161 Wheelwright Lane, Ash Green,
Coventry CV7 9HR. Tel: 024 7636 2331
nigel.sullivan@france-mission.org

Each area representative offers your church or Christian
Union group:
• Up-to-date news about God’s work in France.
• DVD presentations.
• PowerPoint presentations to explain France Mission’s
strategy.
• France Mission literature.
Please contact your local representative direct by
email, letter or phone as above.
ALL OTHER REGIONS
Paul Cooke, PO Box 743, Exeter, EX1 9RN.
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275
fmtrust@france-mission.org
FRANCE MISSION is a French-based Protestant evangelical
mission organisation founded in France in 1957. Our French
headquarters is at 36 bis rue du Borrégo, 75020 Paris. We are a
fellowship of over 120 church-planting missionaries of all nationalities,
of whom the majority are French nationals and
14 come from the United Kingdom.
FRANCE MISSION (UK) is a registered charitable incorporated
organisation, number 1176433; it succeeds a charitable trust of the
same name founded in 1974. Our UK Trustees are: Bob Crockford, Colin
Judkins, Helen Robinson, and Adrian Walter. France Mission (UK) is a
member organisation of the Evangelical Alliance, Global Connections,
and the South-West Agency Network. Donations should be made payable
to “France Mission” and sent to the Exeter office. Gifts designated for
particular missionaries or projects are forwarded without deduction.

This newsletter is also available in large print. It is published
three times a year, and is available free
of charge from:
FRANCE MISSION,
PO Box 743, EXETER EX1 9RN (UK)
Tel: 07980 450462 or 01392 213275
Email: fmtrust@france-mission.org
Web: www.france-mission.com/fmtrust/web
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