
 

 

 
 

AGM Meeting Minutes 
 

   

Date: 

 
27th November 2021 
 
 

Time: 

 
14.00 Hrs 
 
 

Location: 

 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool 
 
 

Attendees: 

 
Andy Williamson, J. Ross, R. Flynn, A. Oakes, K. Newell, D. Hewitt, S. Leyland, V. Corbett, P. 
Radley, L. Jacobson, K.Owen, M. Bayliss, M. Harris, B. Morgan, J. Houghton, T. Devine, F. 
Whittaker,  
 

Apologies: 

S. Donegan, J. Shanks, K. Davies, G. Ponton, B. Fitzgerald, J. Roche, R. Bywater, W. Maher, 
P. Gibson, P. MacKay, J. Bywater  
 
 
 

Next Meeting: 

 

Friday, March 4th 2022, 19.00hrs, Adelphi Hotel 

 

2022 NoE Branch 

Meeting Dates: 

• Friday, 4th March 2022, 19.00hrs, Adelphi Hotel 

• Saturday, 2nd July 2022, Time TBC, Away day trip to Frodsham 

• Friday, 16th Sept 2022, 19.00hrs 

• Saturday, 26th November 2022, AGM & Christmas Mickery. 

          2021  

Association 

Dinner: 

 
ASSOCIATION DINNER 

8th Oct 2022, ADELPHI HOTEL, LIVERPOOL, L3 5UL 
 

 
  



 

 

Agenda Item Matters Discussed  
By Whom  

Fallen Comrades 
 

One minutes silence was held to remember those members and fellow 
‘Micks’ that are no longer with us. 
 

Andy 
Williamson 

Minutes of last 
AGM meeting                 

Proposed by A Williamson seconded by J Ross 
 
Carried unanimously as a true record. A statement of thanks to the 
committee was made. 
 

 



 

 

Secretary’s report Branch report from 2021 
 
Well, what can I say about this year? It has been a mixture of lockdown 
and coming out of lockdown, slowly. Like all Branches we have had 
members affected by COVID 19 and very sadly some of these members 
have lost their fight against this virus. Our thoughts go to the families of all 
Irish Guardsmen no longer with us. 
 
I would like to thank all those that have assisted in helping make the loss 
of our members that little bit more bearable for the families of our 
members no longer with us. The turnout for Graham Wynne’s funeral 
exemplifies this as does the loss of Ernest at 101 years of age (just 2 
months away from his 102nd birthday) who’s funeral was on the following 
day. Thank you to RHQ for your continued support. 
 
A special mention goes to our combined Welfare and Standard bearers 
Jimmy Shanks and David Hewitt, both of whom are always there for us 
and our deceased members families. 
 
As a branch we continue to grow from strength to strength. Even during 
the pandemic, we have been able to increase our membership. If you 
remember when the new committee took over 4 years ago our 
membership stood at 91 with 54 as active members. We have, as a team, 
worked extremely hard and been extremely pro-active to get our message 
out to the younger rank and file and I am pleased to report that we now 
stand, as a Branch, at 209 members (still a few that I have to chase on a 
regular basis for subs). The mixture of young and old members is working 
a treat.  
 
This past year has seen most of our meetings conducted by zoom and 
although zoom serves a purpose it does not attract as many members as 
if it was face to face. We had decided to make our annual Branch dinner 
our first event that would be held, coming out of restrictions. How we were 
blown away by the response, so much so that the hotel was concerned 
that they could not cater for us all. In total we had 362 in attendance with 
100% paying prior to attending via our web site payment method (so no 
chasing anyone on the night). 
 
Remembrance Day brought about an offer from the Battalion requesting if 
we would like the opportunity for serving Micks to attend our service of 
Remembrance. They didn’t get the chance to ask twice as I was straight 
back saying “yes pleas”. We were joined by 6 Micks from “Shiny One 
Company” led by Lt Alexander Johnson. They were LCpl Doyle, Gdsm 
Roberts, Robinson-Murray, Lynch and Stanbury. They were a credit to our 
Regiment and were looked after with some refreshments and legendary 
Mick craic. It was great to show the serving members what our 
Association is all about and the importance of having a close bond with 
the battalion. Every one of them left to return to London with nothing but 
praise for how well they had been hosted but also that their day had been 
brilliant. We hope to see more of our serving members in the future and 
they are always more than welcome to join us at any time. 
 
Our Branch AGM is due to be held on the 27th of November and all 
required documents will be emailed to RHQ ASAP following the meeting. 
Our annual Branch dinner will be held on the 8th October 2022. This was 
the only date that we could get that we were all available for in what will be 
a busy year personally, outside of Branch activities.  
I would like to wish all our members and their families a great Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. QS 
 
 

Andy 
Williamson 



 

 

Chairman’s Report 1. General 
 

This has been another difficult year for the Branch due to the Pandemic 
and at the time of writing I am myself recovering from Covid 19 and 
therefore unable to make the AGM next weekend. 
 
However, we continue to be blessed by the huge efforts of Andy 
Williamson and those of Jimmy Ross in keeping the Branch functioning 
well, supporting our veterans and families wherever possible and 
generally keeping our spirits up as we battle our way through the 
challenges faced by everyone over the last 2 years. 
 
2. Branch Operations 
 
I attended the funeral of Arthur French, a former Mick Officer and former 
Chairman of the Branch at Ampleforth College along with the Regimental 
Adjutant.  I was delighted to see that it was very well attended and we all 
trooped off after the service to toast Arthur by his graveside with a few 
glasses of bubbly.  I am sure he would have loved that. 
 
Andy and Jimmy attended several other funerals and supported the 
families concerned throughout along with other members of the committee 
for which I am extremely grateful.  We do however need to look at 
bolstering up the current committee with new blood and more to come 
forward to help with running the Branch.  I hope this can be discussed in 
much more detail at the AGM 
 
Relations with the Battalion are as strong as ever and we are extremely 
keen as a branch to see that grow as we continue to encourage many 
more of the youngsters to join us.  There will be more of this post-Covid as 
the Branch Chairman come together to forge a new understanding on this 
subject. 
 
We held our first Branch Dinner at the Adelphi in October of this year, not 
our usual time to hold a Dinner but we had no choice due to Covid 
restrictions.  That said, the Dinner was a stunning success breaking all 
records for the Branch in sitting down 320 veterans and their wives 
/partners.  There were massive challenges this year at the last moment 
including the withdrawal of draught Guinness (!) which was skilfully 
rectified by Jimmy Ross.  The Adelphi have not been easy to deal with, 
but we hope to be able to return to our normal Branch Dinner date in April 
/ May from 2023 onwards. 
 
3. Accounts 

 
The accounts are looking very healthy, and the Branch is in good shape to 
create a series of Mickery’s throughout 2022 and I for one look forward 
enormously to attending those and supporting Andy and his committee to 
the best of my ability. 
 
4. Next Branch Dinner 2022 
 
The next Branch Dinner will be on Saturday 8th October 2022 which we 
hope will be an even bigger event.  We want to try as hard as possible to 
attract more of the younger generation to the dinner as we are all part of 
the same big family and it’s important that they know that. 
 
As Chairman, I would like to wish all members within the Irish Guards 
Association Northern Branch a very happy Christmas and a thoroughly 
enjoyable New Year! 
 
Simon Donegan 
Chairman 
 

Simon 
Donegan 



 

 

Treasurer’s report 
 

 

The treasurer reported on the account summery (which is attached as an 
appendix). The accounts will be sent to the Chairman for ratification and 
the signed copy will be presented to RHQ. 
Proposed - P. Radley, Seconded – L. Jacobson  
The accounts were accepted unanimously as a true record. 
 

 Richie  
Flynn 

 

Welfare report 
 

Welfare report NOEB, Gtr Manchester, Andy we had 2 welfare cases in 
my area, Mr Nathen Crawford ,he is OK & has all the support needed by 
ourselves & the proper authorities, I have 2 Irish Guards veterans who I 
keep in touch with & are doing OK, I will keep in contact with them over 
the winter months & keep the branch informed of any changes, hope you 
all have a gleaming Xmas & a good new year, hope to see you all at some 
time stay safe and well. QS 
 

Jimmy 
Shanks 

 
David 
Hewitt 

 

Election of 
Committee 2021/22 

 

Chairman – Simon Donegan 
Hon. Secretary – Andy Williamson iganoebranch@gmail.com 
Treasurer – Richie Flynn 
Secretary – Andy Williamson Finance Team 
Events Manager – Jimmy Ross 
 
 
Proposed L. Jacobson Seconded F. Whittaker 
Carried unanimously  

 

Election of 
Standard Bearers 
combined with 
welfare 2021/2 
                                                           

Jimmy Shanks and David Hewitt (Welfare & Standard Bearers) 
 
 
T. Devine (Welfare link to SSAFA, RBL, Veterans Groups etc.) 
 
 
Proposed: A. Williamson         Seconded: J. Ross 
Carried unanimously with no other nominations received 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

      A.O.B.                                      Christmas hampers will again be provided for those identified as requiring 
one. All recipients will remain anonymous and only known to the Secretary 
and Events manager, who distribute these. It was unanimously agreed to 
extend the number provided to approx. 10 to 15. 
 
Our Remembrance Day event was attended by several serving members 
and Andy has sent a letter of thanks to the Battalion Adjutant. 
 
Association dinner date has been set by the Events Manager, Jimmy Ross 
for Saturday the 8th October 2022, at the Adelphi. From 2023 we will revert 
to our May date. Any information will be disseminated as soon as is 
received by Jimmy. 
 
We have agreed unanimously to send out Christmas cards to all our 
members again for 2021. 
 
The association has agreed to allocate the sum of £200 to the |Irish 
Guards Cadets, Crosby detachment. They will be purchasing 4 iPads for 
their detachment to utilise.  

 
It was agreed unanimously to allocate £100 each year to our two standard 
bearers towards travel. The first payment will go out this month to both 
Jimmy and Dave. 
 
Jimmy and Andy have again ensured that the web page has been 
refreshed and kept up to date as best possible. 
 
Please, please, please, can all members please ensure that they set up a 
Standing Order to pay their annual membership/subs 2021, as during the 
pandemic getting to the bank has been a logistical nightmare. You can 
use the bank details that are on each of our newsletters. Alternatively, you 
can use the PayPal facility on our web page. Both payment methods not 
only help us immensely but provide an audit trail of who has paid. I do 

Members 
 

mailto:iganoebranch@gmail.com


 

 

have a couple of older members that pay by cheque which will remain in 
place if they so wish. 
 
Terry Devine has been elected to assist with welfare and will link in Jimmy 
Shanks and Dave Hewitt. Terry will assist with any member requiring a 
link to SSAFA, RBL or veteran’s groups for assessments with a case 
worker, if required. 
 
The Secretary, Andy, mentioned that he would like members to think if 
they would like to stand for a position, as some committee members would 
like to stand down soon. As in the past the change and having fresh ideas 
has worked extremely well for the Branch. Kenny Owen was thanked by 
Andy for the sterling work he completed during his tenure-ship, to ensure 
the Branch was in as good a place as it could be. “Kenny is still my go to 
person for information”. 
 
Frank Whittaker proposed a thank you to the committee for their sterling 
work and to Simon and Claire on their engagement. This was followed by 
a round of applause. 
 
A schedule of dates for the whole of next year will be attached to this 
quarter’s newsletter and minutes, with dates that have been confirmed. 
Some events are still to confirm their dates. However, our association 
branch meeting dates for 2022 are: 

• Friday, 4th March 2022, 19.00hrs, Adelphi Hotel 

• Saturday, 2nd July 2022, Time TBC, Away day trip to Frodsham 

• Friday, 16th Sept 2022, 19.00hrs 

• Saturday, 26th November 2022, AGM & Christmas Mickery. 

 
 
 
   
         
         

 Signed Chairman: 29.11.2021   

 
 

 Signed Secretary 29.11.2021      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Events List 2022 
 

DATE EVENT 
  

January  

  

February  

Sunday 6th February Queens Platinum Jubilee 

March  

Friday 4th March 19.00hrs NoE Branch Meeting, Adelphi Hotel 
Saturday 12th March WO’s Dinner (Union Jack Club)  

Sunday 13th March Black Sunday 

Thursday 17th March St Patricks Day - Mons Barracks 

Sunday 20th March (Time TBC) NoE Branch St Patricks Day Shamrock Parade 

  
April  

Friday 1st April 122nd Anniversary of the formation of the Regiment 

May  

Saturday 21st May QBP Maj Gen Review, Horse Guards 

Saturday 28th May QBP Colonel of the Regiment Review, Horse Guards 

Tuesday 17th May Presentation of new colours at Windsor Castle 

June  

Thursday 2nd June Queen’s Birthday Parade – Irish Guards Troop 

Saturday 25th June Freedom of North Down parade, Newtownards 

July  

Saturday 2nd July NoE Branch away day and BBQ, Frodsham 
  

August  

18th & 19th August, Regimental Golf Day’s Army Golf course in Aldershot 

  

September  

Friday 16th Sept 19.00hrs NoE Branch Meeting, Adelphi 

  

October  

Saturday 8th October NORTH of ENGLAND ASSOCIATION DINNER 
Saturday 1st October RoI Dinner 

Saturday 29th October West Midlands Dinner 

  

November  

Saturday 26th Nov 14.00hrs NoE AGM & Christmas Mickery 
19th November London Branch Dinner 

  

December  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


