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Committee Zoom AGM meeting, 4th March 2021, 19.00hrs 

Attendees: S. Donegan, A. Williamson, R. Flynn, J Ross, B. Morgan, J. Shanks, T. Devine  

Apologies: D. Hewitt 

Next Meeting: TBC (dependant on Government COVID guidance) 

2021 NoE Branch Meeting Dates: To be decided at a later date due to COVID-19. 

Association Dinner 2021: Saturday 18th September 2021 

Fallen Comrades: One minutes silence was held to remember those members and fellow ‘Micks’ 
that are no longer with us. 

Minutes of last AGM meeting:  Previously emailed to all members. No matters arising. 

Secretaries Report:   

Jimmy Ross and I have worked extremely hard to collate information for our members, and for that 
matter any Mick, regarding information relating to all types of welfare issues. If you log into our 
website www.iga-noe.co.uk you will be impressed by the amount of informational support sign 
posting that is included for you. 
 
We have also worked hard to gain the support of several training establishments, whom I am 
pleased to report will offer support to our Branch members and their families for job training and 
mental health training initiatives.  
 
We also have branch members who are now trained to assist with mental health issues and a big 
well done to our own Jimmy Ross who has just successfully completed his mental health training 
course. We have several members now awaiting their courses and I wish you every success. 
 
Terrence Devine joined our meeting and expressed his willingness to assist, if required, with mental 
health, housing, and financial issues. He is also trained in mental health and counselling. Terry 
informed us that he liaises regularly with SSAFA and RBL case workers. 
 
We welcomed Barry Morgan to the meeting. Barry has been asked to assist us in communications as 
the new Media Communications Officer, for our Branch. Barry is a very valued addition to our 
committee and his work so far has been fantastic. How he thinks up some of the posts is beyond me, 
but they are indeed excellent. 
 
I reported back from my meeting with RHQ with the following points: 

• This years Troop has five different options 1. Full Troup as normal, 2. Reduction in seating 
tickets, 3. Parade with no spectators, 4. Delay until September, 5. Social distancing Troop at 
Windsor. The options being looked at, at the minute, are options 1 and 2. 

• 2022 will see the Micks Trooping the Colour. They will have only returned to ceremonial 
duties in the March. 

• There is to be a Queens Platinum medal for those that qualify. 
• All garden parties for this year have been cancelled. 
• There has been speculation of reductions in the Army, however initial signs are that it may 

not affect the Regiment. 
• St Patricks Day will be a virtual event with all login information and requirements posted and 

corresponded by the Associations to their members. 
• The electronic version of the Journal will hopefully be launched on St Patricks Day. 
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• The “I’ve Been Jabbed” stickers have been a huge success and an excellent feel-good factor. 
These can be requested from any Branch Secretary or Robbie Wilmont. 

• Each Branch has now received funds from RHQ to assist with “Give my head piece” mental 
health initiatives. 

 
To finish, I would like to express my personal thanks and that of our Branch Committee and 
Membership to my friends and fellow “Micks”, Mick Harris, and Denis Bailey. They have and 
continue to be massive supporters of what we are trying to achieve as a Branch. They have 
supported in the financing of this newsletter and minutes from its conception. For this year, the 
mantel is handed over to our own Treasurer and his company “Swifty’s Off Licence”. Thank you once 
again Mick and Denis your continued support is greatly appreciated and thank you Richie for 
financing in 2021.  
 
Andy Williamson 
Quis Separabit 
 
Chairman’s Report:   

1. General 
 
Despite the very difficult circumstances we have all found ourselves in over the last year, we have, as 
a committee, continued to function well with frequent Zoom conference calls, lots of banter and the 
continual one upmanship of certain members in relation to the fortunes of two major football 
organisations – will it ever stop ?..…..probably not ! 
 
Relations with the Battalion are as strong as ever and we are extremely keen as a branch to see that 
grow as we continue to encourage many more of the youngsters to join us.   
 
There seems to be some light at the end of the tunnel regarding moving forward against the COVID-
19 pandemic. The events manager will have more news on the Branch Dinner in his report. 
 
I would like to finish by thanking both Andy Williamson and Jimmy Ross for their continued hard work 
for our Association and in particular their work on welfare. I would request you all look at the web site 
to see how good and professional it is. I would also echo the Secretaries thank you to both Mick and 
Denis in their support to the Association. 
 
The Branch website has been updated and looks really good.  Members will be interested to know 
that James Ross has posted copies of all Regimental Journals from 1948 onto the website – quite an 
achievement. 
 
2.  
Chairman. Simon Donegan 
 

Treasurers Report:  
The treasurer reported on the account summery (which is attached as an appendix). 

Proposed – A. Williamson, Seconded – J Ross 
The accounts were accepted unanimously as a true record. 
 
Welfare Report: 

Just an update on the welfare here in sunny Lancashire West. 

We have helped Mr O'hara over the Christmas period & he seems to be getting the help he needs. I 
am still in contact with him & he will be joining the association as soon as possible. 
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As for BOROUGH of Bury VETERANS Association "BOBVA" they are always in touch with me 
reference any welfare problems in my area that may concern Micks? have not heard of any 
problems so far, will keep you posted mucker. 

Jimmy Shanks 

Welfare Officer 

QS  

Event Managers Report 

We are assisting RHQ in recording messages for the virtual Paddies Day event with the Regiment. 

A new date will be set ASAP for our Association dinner has been set for Saturday 18th September 
2021. I am just awaiting contact with the hotel so that I can go firm with this date. Unfortunately, 
there is no one in the hotel hospitality available in work at the minute. 

We will also look at booking meetings whereby we can all get together. We will keep an eye on 
government guidance and set dates ASAP. 

We will also ensure that we confirm with the hotel that we have our room booked for Remembrance 
Day, if we are able to go ahead with our usual family day event. 

I have completed my mental health training and have details available for any other members or 
their family who would like to do the course. It is a 4-hour course which includes break times. 

 

Committee 2021 

Chairman – Colonel Simon Donegan 

Hon. Secretary – Andy Williamson                  iganoebranch@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Richie Flynn 

Secretary – Andy Williamson                                    Finance Committee Team 

Events Manager – Jimmy Ross 

Welfare Officer & Standard Bearers – Jimmy Shanks and Dave Hewitt 

Media Communications Officer – Barry Morgan 

Mental Health & Housing – Terence Devine 

 

A.O.B. 

Please, please, please, can all members ensure that they set up a Standing Order to pay their annual 
membership/subs, as during the pandemic getting to the bank has been a logistical nightmare. 
Alternatively, you can use the PayPal facility on our web page. Both payment methods not only help 
us immensely but provide an audit trail of who has paid. I do have a couple of older members that pay 
by cheque which will remain in place if they so wish. 
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It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of one of our Branch members and ex welfare 
officer, Eric Roberts. Eric was an active member of the Branch for many years and will be sadly 
missed. Full funeral details have been emailed to all members. We will have our standard bearer in 
attendance and coffin drape. Due to COVID-19 restrictions funeral numbers are still limited. 

R.I.P. Eric, Your Duty Is Done. Quis Separabit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With no other busines the virtual meeting was closed. 

 

PLEASE NOTE - OUR MEETINGS (including zoom) ARE OPEN TO ALL MICKS (when we can hold them 
again      ).  

KEEP WELL AND STAY SAFE. 

Meeting was closed at: 20.00 hrs. Quis Separabit 

Email: iganoebranch@gmail.com Web site: www.iga-noe.co.uk 
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Bala

Item Current Period Figures Detail
Totals Sub Totals

Assets
Cash in Hand £26.00
Cash in Bank £16,401.80
Savings Bank

£16,427.80
Total Cash

Sundry Debtors £16,427.80
Total Liquid Assets

Shares

0.00
Total Stocks 16,427.80
Total Current Assets

Annual Dinner
Rem Day
St Pat's Day
AGM
Web Page
Stationary

0.00
Total Liabilities 16427.80
Net Working Capital (Current Assets minus Liabilities)

Fixed Assets

Investments at Cost (£             )
(£           ) Market Value

Property 16427.80
Total Fixed Assets

General Purpose Fund

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 16427.80
Add Excess of Income
Subtract Excess of Expenditure
Accumulated General Purpose Fund 16,427.80£        

Being Net Working Capital and Total Fixed Assets

I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief all liabilities and assets are shown on the Balance Sheet.

Date: 

Account verified by: 

The branch 
finances are in a 
healthy position.  
Due to COVID 19 
we were unable 
to have any 
events, however 
it still did not stop 
us supporting the 
Branch 
members.  This 
year we have 
increased our 
membership by 
21% this year  
and we are 
growing. Mental 
Health is at te 
forefront, we are 
in a position to 
get members 
trained and have 
local charity 
support.  RHQ 
have donated 
£1000 to support 
this initiatve.  St 
Patricks Day \ 
Liverpool Dinner 

Signature ………………………………….
on the ………………………………… 2021

Current Period Figures

Balance Sheet as of 01st March 2021

1st March 2021
Signature of Account Holder ………………………………..

Liabilities
Sundry Creditors

Lloyds
COIF

The branch finances are in a healthy position.  Due to COVID 19 we were unable to have any events, however it still did not stop us supporting 
the Branch members.  This year we have increased our membership by 21% this year  and we are growing. Mental Health is at te forefront, we 
are in a position to get members trained and have local charity support.  RHQ have donated £1000 to support this initiatve.  St Patricks Day \ 
Liverpool Dinner will be cancelled due COVID 19, however we will agree a new date to have the Dinner near the end of the year were we can 
get all members and quest to attend.
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Veterans’ Care in the North West; Broughton House 

In 1860, in the town of Worksop, a remarkable boy was born. He would live for one hundred and two 
years, become a doctor in Manchester, a surgeon in the Boer War, he’d fight David Lloyd George over 
medical insurance rights, set up the Volunteer Medical Staff Corps, found the British Red Cross Society in 
East Lancashire and help draw out the Territorial Army – or the Army Reserve as we know it today.
He’d also receive a tea cosy from Florence Nightingale. His name was William Coates – later known as 
Colonel Sir William Coates – and he was the founder of Broughton House.
In the summer of 1916 hospitals across the North West were overflowing with casualties. Each day an 
average of 6 ambulance trains brought more of the wounded, the sick and the disabled back from the 
battlefields of the Western Front. People were placed in schools and, if they were big enough, even 
houses. It wasn’t enough. Coates had been organising hospitals across the North West since the war 
began and saw there was a crisis at hand. He began the search for new medical accommodation. The 
first he chose was an old merchant’s villa near central Manchester, large enough to accommodate 40 to 
50 beds, near enough for relatives to visit. It was perfect. There was just one problem: paying for it. 

Raising money in a time when resources were being squeezed, Britain was borrowing from the U.S. 
and families were cutting down was a tall ask. Luckily Coates didn’t have to do it alone. The Mayor of 
Manchester and the Earl of Derby had already formed a charity to drum up donations. Working with them, 
Coates wrote a letter to the press in September 1916 and helped launch an appeal.
In the first month £20,000 was raised with a further £75,000 by February 1917. It was enough to open not 
just one home, but five. This incredible, unexpected generosity would be something Broughton House 
would come to rely on throughout its life. With the money settled and the beds in place, the house could 
welcome in its first resident.
Broughton House has cared for over 8000 military veterans in over a century of rich history,  and has recently 
opened a state-of-the-art new care home on the original site in Salford, providing nursing, residential and respite 
care to veterans from all three branches of the Armed Forces and the Merchant Navy. In order to become relevant 
to the growing demands of veterans of all ages, Broughton House has embarked on the creation of the first Veteran 
Care Village for the North West. Whilst ex-Service men and women vary in their ages from those who served in 
WW2 to those who have served more recently in Iraq and Afghanistan, the long-term major recruiting area of the 
North West means that veterans’ needs will continue for many years to come. And because of their varying years 
and differing needs, their care requirements will vary too. Broughton House stands configured and ready to support 
our veterans long into the future. Veterans whether Regular or Reserve, or the immediate family members of 
currently serving members of the military are eligible to become residents at the new Broughton House Care Home.

The first resident was a Manchester lad, Charlie Fox, who at the age of 21, joined the 4th King’s Rifles at Ypres. 
As Charlie joined the ranks the Germans launched an offensive which was to go on for months. Perpetual gunfire, 
perpetual shelling, and a word that filled soldiers with an acute kind of terror: gas. This time, a new kind – chlorine 
gas. A foul-smelling poison that drifted with the wind and turned into acid with whatever watery substance it met, 
whether that was lungs or eyes. It was a particularly horrific introduction to war for Charlie and, as his comrades 
were being killed around him, he was caught by shellfire and his legs were shattered. The field hospitals treated 
him as best they could but it was clear Charlie could not go back to Ypres. He was ferried back across the channel 
and taken up to Salford, where a home for totally disabled soldiers had just been opened. This would be his new 
accommodation.

BROUGHTON HOUSE
1916  O N WA R D S

VETERAN CARE VILLAGE

WE CARE FOR THOSE WHO SERVED US
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On May 1917, Charlie arrived at Broughton House. 
He was carried up to it in a stretcher, still wearing his 
combat overalls from the front. As they reached the 
entrance he lifted his head to take it all in: a large 
white house, trees, a lawn of verdant, 
unruined grass.
Charlie Fox spent the rest of his life in Broughton 
House.
See the advertisement in this newsletter – or on our 
website.

Still caring for veterans today, why not consider 
becoming a friend, a supporter, or a fundraiser of 
Broughton House – one day you may even want to 
make Broughton House your home? 
https://www.broughtonhouse.com

Russ Miller
Col R A Miller OBE | Commander North West Region 

BROUGHTON HOUSE
1916  O N WA R D S

VETERAN CARE VILLAGE

WE CARE FOR THOSE WHO SERVED US
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South Liverpool Veterans Breakfast Club 

Hi there 
 
I am Kyle Brindle and I’m writing this little piece as I have been pestered by Andy Williamson to do 
so.  

I served from 92 till 96 in the Irish guards. I only left the Regiment because of a motorbike crash. 

 
On moving into civi street I was looking for how I could help support our veterans’ community, 
within the South Liverpool area. I now help run a breakfast club for Ex forces in South Liverpool 
every Saturday. Our breakfast club is based in the Kingsman Pub, Aigburth Road, South  

We operate every Saturday and meet from 9am to mid-day. There is always loads of banter, general 
advice, pension advice and it is a welcoming and secure environment, not only for any fellow Micks 
but also anyone from the Ex forces community. Breakfast can be purchased at a discounted rate if 
you have a services discount card and copious quantities of as much tea and coffee that you can 
drink. 

Unfortunately, like everyone else we have had to suspend our breakfast club due to COVID-19. Once 
we have the go ahead to get back to some sort of normality we will be up and running again. 
Everyone is welcome to come along and join in, I am sure that you will enjoy yourselves. I would also 
like to say a big thank you to the Association committee for all the hard work that they do for us and 
for introducing a newsletter, again by which we can promote our breakfast club. 

I have attached 3 photos 
 
The first is me at a friend’s wedding. 

The second was from an art course run by Bravo 22 Company who have Ray Winston as their patron. 

The third is of two members one from Southport, Les who's Ex RAF, his brother served in the Irish 
guards. 
 
             1                                                            2                                                                        3 
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HMS BOXER (F92)
In the Autumn of 1984 an Irish Guards Detached Platoon commanded by Captain S.P. Donegan Irish
Guards spent 6 weeks on-board HMS BOXER
(Lt Col S.P. Donegan is the current Chairman of our Northern Branch Irish Guards)

The ship being an RN Frigate type 22 (Broadsword Class) was an anti-submarine warfare detterent
within NATO.

HMS Boxer was chosen by both RHQ and the Admiralty to be an affiliation and through the 18 years
of it's commission (1981-1999) saw parties of both Micks and Seafolk spend time with each other's
units. The overall reason for choosing HMS Boxer was that an earlier variant had been commmanded
by an Irish Captain, another one had sunk in the English Channel after a collision with S.S St Patrick
and lastly we Micks love our Boxing. Even the current Capt Cook-Priest was born on Paddy’s day..!!
so in 1984, whilst the Frigate was undergoing Sea trials with GEC-FERRANTI on the Command and
Control Systems ... they were able to invite on-board a Mick Platoon instead of a Royal Marine Troop
who at that moment were elsewhere and awaiting our 'adventure' to finish.

In Early October, with Capt Donegan in charge of 19 Guardsman, we arrived at Plymouth Ho after a 5
hour journey (From RAF Gutersloh to RAF Brize Norton) without any undue worry, and were met
quayside & piped on-board saluting the White Ensign, on reaching the Bulk head we were met by a
character who was head seaman of the Ships day to day detail called the 'Chief Buffer' (Chief Bosun or
Boatswain)... he was the 2nd highest non-officer rank on the ship and ruled the day to day action whilst
the more senior 'Master at Arms' seemed to be like a Superintending Clerk 'type' but with responsibility
for discipline...

The Chief Buffer and his Petty Officers started allocating us to our ships company messes and much
delight was had putting the Mick NCOs in separate messes .... I ended up with a crew of about 9 who
welcomed me ..some were PTI's, some were ships Care / Husbandry..so dealing with the upkeep of the
ship painting the super structure and reporting items to be fixed inside and outside ...
others were attached to Sonar messes / crews and so on, We the Micks had not brought any weaponry
with us, as this was a ship not on active duty, from the outset having a lot of scientists on board and
electronic savvy civilians, so the ships complement was slightly reduced to allow strangers on board ...
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we in the main hot bedded (notionally) with our mess mates waiting for their turn ..but they being
cracking lads (and lasses) allowed us to have our normal land lubbers sleep routine .... we had one lad
go down ill who was shipped out early by the Lynx helicopter to somewhere I know not where, DEEP
JOY we had an extra cot lol !

In the detached platoon we had: Capt Simon Donegan leading us up front until suffering a bout of sea-
sickness and vanishing into the ship's wardroom for a week to try get himself back together ... he re-
turned fully recovered to keep us in check as we had no Platoon Sergeant, he sort of doubled as both
....... then we had:

Rod McGreavy, Brian Simms, Pete Keogh , Dave Nicholson, me and Gerry Nugent, Gordon Todd,
Steve Bennett, Phil Traynor, Davy McCullough RIP, Tabs Kerr, Steve Handly RIP, Fossie RIP, another
'Fossie' Foster, Andy Brown, and a few time has forgotten on my part (sorry).

Pete Keogh & I were told to appear in coveralls the very next day and the Chief Buffer had us up on a
little plank suspended by ropes and pulley and we were supposed to scrub the hull clean of barnacles ...
I can recall thinking 'Hope this game ends soon..!' and when it did, we were left to the devices of our
mess petty officers who took us in dribs and drabs around the ships exterior and told us the 'Correct'
names of the parts of the ship and never to utter the word 'Boat' lol

The very next day the Scientists arrived who were a mixed bunch, male and female, they were securely
fastened into the officers Wardroom area away from any Mick Trickery...... and sometime we set sail
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..well actually we were propelled out by Gas turbine engines of the Olympus and Tyne fame.

after a day of 8 bells which broke the day into 3 shifts you soon realised that once at sea you were a
captive audience and during some of that free time still assigned to ships safety such as air defence, fire
teams, ammunition loaders, Boarding patrols and your down time could be / was often snatched from
you ...... during the down time when not shadowing your mess mates in their duties .. we would play
mess games listen to the radio and music and they had a fairly good set up with privacy from the senior
ratings and officers who would always announce a visit on the tannoy ..I think a typical message would
be something like "D'you hear there, D'you hear there ..Captains Rounds commence in 5 minutes all
starboard cabins likely to be visited..!"
So in reality, if you got caught with your extra beer or your collection of knuckledusters & chinese
death stars bought from the previous shore leave then you only had yourself to blame ........

After what we would call midday, the routine quietened a little and then you could go and do some out-
door pursuits like keep fit or play Deck Hockey which seemed to require the Fleet Air Arm Helicopter
to be flown off for fear of damage and then 4 person teams would let all hell break loose in the Naval
equivilent of 'Murder ball' I saw Tabs Kerr getting picked on by a team of Stokers and then taking them
all out with a flying Slam and peach of a Hockey stick swipe which put a few out of action and a wor-
ried officio coming across to say "Easy lads Easy..!" lol.

Once we had rounded the Bay of Biscay, heading down the long straight of Portugal we were involved
in a few small exercises under lock down as though we were at battle stations ..all of the allocated du-
ties I mentioned before were hustling and bustling around with flameproofs on and seemed to forgive
us for getting in their way, during this exercise we were called up from our mess to watch the Bofors
and deck rail Small arms firing at small drones which proved quite elusive to hit or designed to take a
few hits without ending the game .. we must have fired 20,000 rounds of everything before we got a hit
on one drone ...so not surprised we didn't get too many chances to do it again ...... The funny thing was
they had dedicated weapons cleaners so we were all told to go lose ourselves while the experts cleaned
the gunk off the guns .......

After 2 or 3 days we headed into Gib Harbour and as we entered lined the decks and saluted any out-
going vessels as the Royal Marines would normally do, all the ships company being dressed in No 2 rig
and us also in short sleeve order No 2 dress.
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Before we were allowed off at Gibralter we witnessed the Shore Patrol a mixed bunch of Regulators
come on board the ship to carry out similar duties to Border police ..checking random people for illegal
items and taking disciplinary cases from the Master at Arms of our vessel for notification at Admiralty
Quay HQ; once they signalled they were happy, then the crew and all of us Micks were released onto
the unsuspecting Public ....

As many will know Gibralter to Tangiers is the shortest route to Africa and so me and Pete Keogh took
a day trip by Ferry to Tangiers which was full of people and small livestock ... just as you were getting
sick of the smell the Ferry arrived and we were hurled onto the quayside and dismissed by a gang of
fez wearing officials with a flourish of the wrist and Bingo I was in Africa for my first ever time... Pete
and I had attracted a large crowd of begging kids who followed us and aped our every move .... I lost it
at one point and nearly cuffed one lad who was almost in my pockets .. Pete told me to slow down and
we arrived at a Soukh / Market which looked like a castle from outside and the kids didn't seem to want
to go in past the security (or police) so we set down to watch how it was done in Tangiers and it
seemed if you was female and if you was under 12 you did all the work whilst the men were seated
around drinking tea from clear glasses and playing dominoes.. every once in a while a small kid would
be shouted at to do something faster ..one close to me was separating flax from goat hair(?) on a bi-
cycle wheel and was giving me a toothy grin ...

We then went to buy some souvenirs which was a choice between Camel wood figures or all out dag-
gers and blunderbusses the likes you'd see Highway robbers armed with .. I went for a small hand bea-
ten dagger and I still have it after 37 years God only knows how I got it through the border cossings
and the final flight back to Gutersloh.. but I did ....
after the Soukh we went to an area which seemed to have a post office and a guarding police officer in
Khaki shorts, red Fez and a carbine rifle of WW2 origin slung over his right shoulder ... I martialled
Pete into position near him as you saw done so many times on Windsor Guard and started clicking
away with my 36 film exposure only for the Policeman to become apoplectic with rage he rushed me
unslinging his rifle and demanded the camera be opened and the film handed over ... Pete again said
'Just do it Bri fer gods sake..!' and therein lost the days record of our Tangiers adventure ...
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We got back on a mid afternoon Ferry and headed straight back on board the ship .....
I think we both slept exhausted well into the night which did us both good because the next day was to
be the 'Top of the Rock Race' which everyone not on essential duty had to do so of course we were
roped in as well..... the race was timed and timed results would be placed onto a Ships certificate
signed by the Captain ...... to this day I don't know what the winning time was but I have 34 minutes
stamped on my certificate which seemed to be up there with the younger members of our platoon.

After leaving Gibralter we sailed towards Italy landing on the North-Western coast of Italy at Leghorn
(Livorno) which enabled us to visit several nearby places... one being the Leaning Tower of Pisa which
we all managed to get up, to see the surrounding rooftiles ... in 1990 it was closed for major engineer-
ing work that took 11 years to complete; so we were very lucky visiting it for free as well. Some of us
then had a coach laid on for a day trip to Florence (Firenza) and we also fitted in a trip in Mick Uni-
form to the Italian Royal Naval College and can recall seeing a Bronze relief of the Mediterranean sea
and all the losses through armed conflict of the Italian fleets in both World Wars and other engage-
ments ..this was remarkable because most seem to have been sunk by the Brits and went to show the in-
credible power of our own Naval flotillas in the region ...

During the stop over Captain Donegan selected three of the platoon to attend to the laying of Wreaths
on the two Anzio Commonwealth War Graves sites which both had so many Micks interred inside and
must have been devestating for those who survived losing all their mates ......... reading the messages
engraved into the headstones on behalf of loved ones was also very sombre reading..
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Dave Nicholson Piped in 'Flowers of the Forest' and Captain Donegan gave our salute at the base of the
imposing memorial Cross.

We rejoined the Ship's company at Livorno well and truly tired, emotional and glad to be back in rela-
tive comfort after ten hours, in which 4 x 6ft Guardsmen traveled in a small 3 door Italian hire car simi-
lar to the Nissan Cherry .. I needed Surgery to remove Pete's kneecaps from my forehead.
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We made a return trip to Gibralter investigating the bars in Irish Town this time with many of the ships
company side by side who we had bonded quite well with.... then we set sail for the return leg to
Blighty through the Bay of Biscay and onwards to land at either Plymouth Ho or Portsmouth ...indeed
half the ships company were housed at Portsmouth and hadn't been there for over 2 months .... loads
of specualation about where the ship would dock because those who were in the wrong housing area
when the ship docked did the ships security for an extra fortnight before the lucky ones came back to
relieve them ...... We found out about 24 hours prior to our landing it would be Plymouth again... I can
recall some very stressed Sailors in my vicinty but they understood the reasons given for the return to
Plymouth to continue work on the Command and control system. .....

Seafolk from HMS Boxer stayed in Münster with Mick Daly & Larry Crothers in no 4 Coy and appar-
ently thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

All in all I was impressed with the calibre of our affiliated Ships Crew, both their committment and
their hell raising...... a good insight into the type 22 ship can be found on You Tube which in the 90s
had a film crew do a BBC 'fly on the wall' series about HMS Brilliant, Part one being here:

https://youtu.be/lhqSPo5p_c4

Most of the Type 22 Frigates were sold to the Chilean Navy in the late 1990s with F92 HMS Boxer
being decommisioned (Paid off) in 1999 and then sunk as a target in 2004.

Quis Separabit
Brian Eager
Associate Member Northern Branch
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Finance Committee Team              
Treasurer – Richie Flynn

Secretary – Andy Williamson
Events Manager – Jimmy Ross

Assistant Treasurer – Alan Howard

Election of Standard Bearers combined with welfare 2020/21
Jimmy Shanks and David Hewitt


