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Committee Zoom AGM meeting, 29th October 2020 

Attendees: S. Donegan, A. Williamson, R. Flynn, J Ross, D. Hewitt, J. Shanks, S. Buchanan (Mini 
Micks)  

Apologies: D. Ellis 

Next Meeting: TBC (dependant on Government COVID guidance) 

2021 NoE Branch Meeting Dates: To be decided at a later date due to COVID-19. 

Association Dinner 2021: Saturday 15th May 2021 

Fallen Comrades: One minutes silence was held to remember those members and fellow ‘Micks’ 
that are no longer with us. 

Minutes of last AGM meeting:  Previously emailed to all members 

Secretaries Report:   

What a year it has been. No one in their wildest dreams could have envisaged what chaos and fallout 
there would be from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
All of our plans for events went out the window along with those for every other branch. However, 
being the for ever optimists myself and the Events Manager Jimmy Ross continued to organise 
events with the hope that we could still hold at least one before the end of the year, alas that was 
not to happen. 
 
At the time of writing, we have arranged for a Remembrance Day event at the Adelphi, but our gut 
feeling is that this will be cancelled by Liverpool City Council. As a backup Jimmy and I have planned 
and made arrangements for a virtual Remembrance Day for our Association with an invite being sent 
out to all Micks to join the event if they are unable to attend their local Remembrance Day parades. 
 
We will discuss in the Treasurers report the online banking and to propose and agree those 
nominated to control the online banking facility with the nominated committee members able to 
access the account for banking, reading, and monitoring purposes. This will be a change to the way 
we bank and will enable us to move forward with our banking facilities and how we can get 
immediate information. 
 
I have had notification from Dave Ellis that due to work commitments he is standing down from his 
position as Welfare Officer. I would just like to ensure that our thanks and gratitude to David for the 
sterling job he has carried out are placed in the minutes. It is difficult to find people that are willing 
to take on any of the positions to enable the Branch to flourish and to help assist those in need of 
Welfare in whatever guise that takes. Dave is one of those special people and has carried out this 
role with distinction for several years. Thank you very much and I am sure your offer of assistance to 
the new Welfare Officers will be welcomed by those taking up the positions. 
 
Leading on from this there was discussion regarding combining the role of standard bearer with 
welfare. We have spoken to our two present standard bearers and they have agreed to this and will 
be voted on in the election of officers.  
 
Our Association Dinner date has been set for 15th May 2021 (with all our fingers crossed). Jimmy will 
be going full steam to ensure this will be a night to remember. He will also be looking at something 
prior to this if everything is safe to do so and that we are not putting our members at risk and 
staying within the government guidance at the time. 
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Information has been sent out to members and posted on FB as and when received and I have 
endeavoured to communicate and keep the lines of communication open as best possible, under the 
circumstances we find ourselves in. 
 
I would like to finish by wishing all our members a Happy Christmas (hopefully with an easing of the 
lockdown) and a better 2021 (Happy New Year). 
 
Quis Separabit 
 
Chairman’s Report:   

1. General 
 

This has been a very strange and disappointing year for everyone within the Branch due to the Covid 
19 pandemic and the total disconnection from normal branch activities. 
 
Despite the very difficult circumstances we have all found ourselves in over the last 8 months, we 
have, as a committee, continued to function well with frequent Zoom conference calls, lots of banter 
and the continual one upmanship of certain members in relation to the fortunes of two major football 
organisations – will it ever stop ?..…..probably not ! 
 
Relations with the Battalion are as strong as ever and we are extremely keen as a branch to see that 
grow as we continue to encourage many more of the youngsters to join us.  There will be more of this 
post-Covid as the Branch Chairman come together to forge a new understanding on this subject. 
  
The networking to try and establish links with employer organisations and also work on building our 
profile has been badly damaged by the Coronavirus pandemic and to that end, it will be my intention 
to start that initiative again  
 
2. Branch Operations 

 
Branch operations over this reporting period have been very quiet although we have managed where 
possible to support any welfare cases that have appeared at our door. It has also been very difficult to 
plan ahead with the threat of yet more of these local and possibly national lockdowns and it is difficult 
to see where an end point might be.  However, with a bit of luck and a fair wind we are all hoping to 
get together for a bit of “Northern Mickery” in December, probably again at the Adelphi Hotel.  More 
news on that to follow.  The Branch also intend to have some form of Remembrance Sunday event 
whether that is physical or virtual and I know that Andy and James are working on this at present. 
 
I have to report that Paul Patterson, our Vice Chairman, is about to leave the Army and all members 
want to wish him the very best as he moves on to take on a new career.  Paul contributes a huge 
amount to the Branch and is a much-valued member.   
 
As ever, my thanks go to Andy Williamson and James Ross for their amazing dedication and hard 
work on keeping this Branch alive and well.  Thanks too go to Dave Ellis, Ritchie Flynn, Alan Howard 
and Jimmy Shanks. I would like to see more people come on board to help them out, as on occasions 
they can get a little swamped with branch admin.  Do not be afraid to volunteer! 
All journals have now been issued despite difficulties associated with the lengthy National Lockdown 
over the Spring and Summer months. 
 
The Branch website has been updated and looks really good.  Members will be interested to know 
that James Ross has posted copies of all Regimental Journals from 1948 onto the website – quite an 
achievement. 
 
3. Accounts 

 
The accounts are looking very healthy and the Branch have done a lot of good work on rationalising 
the accounting system so that there is just one main account.  We will use that money in the coming 
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year to bring us all back together in style and celebrate the resumption of normal branch activities.  I 
know Andy and James have many ideas on this. 
 
 
4. Next Branch Dinner 2021 
 
The next Branch Dinner will be on Saturday 15th May 2021 which will be a particularly special event 
after such a dreadful 2020.  I will be encouraging more officers to attend too which will be a significant 
development. 
 
As Chairman, I would like to wish all members within the Irish Guards Association Northern Branch a 
very happy Christmas and a thoroughly enjoyable New Year! 
 
Chairman. Simon Donegan 
 

Treasurers Report:  
The treasurer reported on the account summery (which is attached as an appendix).  These were 
presented to the Chairman for ratification and the signed copy along with the independent auditor’s 
copy will be presented to RHQ following the Regimental AGM, November 2019. 

Proposed – A. Williamson, Seconded – J. Ross  
The accounts were accepted unanimously as a true record. 
 
Proposed by R Flynn and seconded by J Ross that the Branch set-up on-line banking with HSBC with 
three members of the Finance Committee having the ability to move and spend monies on behalf of 
the branch for the following reasons: (1) The branch proposals for spending monies when Passed. (2) 
Welfare when agreed by at least three of the five Finance committee members. (3) Paying for the 
Annual Dinner & Entrainments as directed by the Chairman/Vice chairman or Honorary Secretary. (4) 
Branch Welfare renumeration including attendance at funerals. (5) Presentations: As per branch 
proposals when Passed or if time does not allow, directed by the Chairman/Vice chairman or 
Honorary Secretary. A copy of our Branch constitution to also be included with the application. 
Passed Unanimously 
 
Welfare Report: 

N/A as the welfare officer was unable to attend the zoom meeting due to work commitments. Any 
death notices will be placed on our social media platforms and emailed to members (as has been 
happening during the pandemic). 

Event Managers Report 

In 2019 we sent all our members Christmas cards, and we will be doing the same this year, it was a 
great success, and the feedback was impressive. 

This year has been a difficult year for many families and the NOE Branch will be supporting any 
families that have fallen on difficult times with a Christmas hamper.  If you know of any IG NOE 
family who may need our support please Private Message or email Andy Williamson (Secretary) and 
we will support, if a name is given it will be kept in confidence and not shared with any other 
member. 
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Election of Committee 2020/21 

Chairman – Colonel Simon Donegan 

Hon. Secretary – Andy Williamson                  iganoebranch@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Richie Flynn 

Secretary – Andy Williamson                                    Finance Committee Team 

Events Manager – Jimmy Ross 

Assistant Treasurer – Alan Howard 

 

Election of Standard Bearers combined with welfare 2020/21 

Jimmy Shanks and David Hewitt 
 
Proposed: A. Williamson         Seconded: J. Ross 
Carried unanimously with no other nominations received 

 

A.G.M. A.O.B. 

Christmas hampers will again be provided for those identified as requiring one. All recipients will 
remain anonymous and only know to the Secretary and Events manager, who distribute these. It was 
unanimously agreed to extend the number provided to approx. 10 to 15. 

We welcomed Sonja from the Mini Micks Crosby detachment, as these cadets are our future. We 
explained that we would like to have more input from her detachment and a closer tie (as part of our 
Mick family). We asked if she could identify a mini-Mick to read a poem on our virtual Remembrance 
Day event, which she agreed to action for us. Sonja talked about our Branches offer of financial 
assistance via a donation and explained that following MOD rule changes it would be better to provide 
a piece of equipment for which she can request permission from her senior officers. It was agreed 
unanimously to provide the detachment a printer which is portable to enable Sonja to use at home 
during lockdown periods. 

A Remembrance Day event is being organised virtually by Jimmy, Andy and Dave Hewitt. This will be 
promoted and published as a back up to any local or national lockdowns. 

Association dinner date has been set by the Events Manager, Jimmy Ross for Saturday the 15th May 
2021 at the Adelphi. Please bear with us regarding booking rooms etc. as we can only work to the 
speed of the hotel during the pandemic. Any information will be disseminated as soon as is received 
by Jimmy. 

We have agreed unanimously to send out Christmas cards to all our members again for 2020. The 
logistics and licking of stamps are huge so we have purchased self-adhesive for Jimmy. Don’t say we 
don’t look after your welfare Jimmy, lol. 

Jimmy and Andy have ensured that the web page has been refreshed and kept up to date as best 
possible. 

Please, please, please, can all members ensure that they set up a Standing Order to pay their annual 
membership/subs, as during the pandemic getting to the bank has been a logistical nightmare. Bank 
details will be included within the quarterly newsletter including the new Santander account, once 
opened. Alternatively, you can use the PayPal facility on our web page. Both payment methods not 
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only help us immensely but provide an audit trail of who has paid. I do have a couple of older 
members that pay by cheque which will remain in place if they so wish. 

John Roche was requested to close our shares account which he manages and to add the total 
received as a donation to his giving page for the IG Benevolent fund, from us. John was experiencing 
some difficulty closing the account and we have yet to receive the amount he received to put forward 
as our donation. As soon as this has been received it will be placed in the minutes for members, RHQ 
have also been made aware of Johns sterling fundraising effort and to expect to receive our donation 
to the Ben Fund through him. 

Jimmy Shanks and Dave Hewitt are to liaise with Dave Ellis to pick up any equipment required for 
their welfare roles and as a point of information, if required. 

With no other busines the virtual meeting was closed. 

 

PLEASE NOTE - OUR MEETINGS (including zoom) ARE OPEN TO ALL MICKS (when we can hold them 
again      ).  

KEEP WELL AND STAY SAFE. 

Meeting was closed at: 21.45 hrs. Quis Separabit 

Email: iganoebranch@gmail.com Web site: www.iga-noe.co.uk 
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Annual accounts as of October 2020 
 
Item Current Period Figures        
 Totals  Sub Totals Detail      
         
Assets         
Cash in Hand  £26.00       
Cash in Bank  £15,182.97       
Savings Bank         
         
         
Total Cash     £15,208.97    
         
         
         
Sundry Debtors          
Total Liquid Assets     £15,208.97    
         
Shares         
COIF         
Lloyds         
         
         
Total Stocks     0.00    
Total Current Assets     15,208.97    
         
Liabilities         
Sundry Creditors         
Annual Dinner         
Rem Day         
St Pat's Day         
AGM         
Web Page         
Stationary         
         
         
Total Liabilities     0.00    
Net Working Capital (Current Assets minus Liabilities)     15208.97
    
         
   Fixed Assets      
Investments at Cost         
 (£           ) Market Value (£             )      
Property         
Total Fixed Assets     15208.97    
         
   General Purpose Fund      
Balance as per last Balance Sheet         
Add Excess of Income     15208.97    
Subtract Excess of Expenditure         
Accumulated General Purpose Fund         
Being Net Working Capital and Total Fixed Assets      £15,208.97 
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Alan Henshall
From Guards to Dragoons

Having a discussion with Andy Williamson I was asked to put pen to paper with a few of the 
things that connect my jobs with the Irish Guards and the Royal Dragoon Guards.

For those who lost track of me when I left the Battalion on St Patrick’s day1987 from my post 
as the Orderly Room Quartermaster Sergeant, I flew the following day to Belfast to join the two 
WO1’s who were the other members of the Foot Guards and Infantry Manning and Records 
Office (North) Documentation Team (hows that for a title).  I spent 2 years with them travelling 
the country terrorising the Battalions in the UK and 3 trips to Cyprus.

In March 1989 I was posted to the Directorate of Military Assistance Overseas to work as a Desk 
Officer to stand in for a Major.  We looked after 40 overseas training teams and my desk was to 
supply the teams with any equipment that they needed from an outboard motor starter cord to 
50 million pounds worth of clothing and equipment to Harare to supply the Mozambique Army.

In August I was short toured as the Superintendent Clerk of the Guards Depot as he had been 
selected for Commission. I was lucky in that I had Sergeant Mickey Doyle posted in to be my 
Orderly Room Clerk as we had to sort the documentation out quickly before the dreaded Docs 
team were to visit.

In February I was again short toured as the Superintendent Clerk Irish Guards ... Morgan O’Neill 
had been selected for Commission.  After 2 years at RHQ I was also selected for commission 
with Julian Knowles, Mickey Burns RIP and Laurie Windle. This annoyed the rest of the division 
as there were only 6 vacancies and the Micks picked up 4.

I was selected then to be the Families Officer of the Queens Lancashire Regiment who were 
taking over from the Micks in Berlin, so again on Saint Patrick’s day I attended the parade with 
Laurie Windle and the following day was commissioned and welcomed into the Officers Mess 
by Major Bill Matthews RIP, Capt Vince McEllin and Capt Willie O’Keefe who had kindly invited 
my wife Carole and myself to dinner.

I completed three and a half years with the QLR in Berlin and Tidworth and was approached by 
the Commanding Officer The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment to be their Families Officer as his 
battalion was moving to Blackpool for a special tour.  The unit was to be in and out of NI as back 
up for incidents in the province.  I joined them in October 1995 until I retired on 17 March 1997.  I 
then had 4 months off to sort my new house in York out.

I received a call from the Housing Commandant in Imphal Barracks to offer me a job as one 
of his 4 welfare officers, however there was no post at present so they needed me to join the 
Civil Service and when one of his team retired I could be cross posted.  I was asked to join the 
Civil Service for the post of the SO3 G1 (Discipline ) at Headquarters 2 Division based in Imphal 
Barracks, York.  I had previously been there as a WO1 on the Documentation Team.  The post was 
to run the General and District Court Martial’s.  My old boss Major Bill McGinty Royal Scots had 
retired at short notice and they needed a replacement for the SO3 immediately.
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I was in post for 6 months when I was approached by the Regimental Secretary Major John 
Etherington at Home Headquarters the Royal Dragoon Guards in Tower Street, York.  His 
Assistant Regimental Secretary Major Nigel Woodwood had decided to retire.  Strangely my 
wife Carole was a Civil Servant there.  I was asked to go to the Cavalry and Guards Club in 
London for an interview with the Colonel of the Regiment, General Anthony Mullens.  Having 
arrived a couple of hours early I wandered the streets of my old stomping grounds around 
Wellington and Victoria.  I arrived at the club at the appointed time and had the interview.  The 
General stated “as I was the only candidate for the post he had better employ me”.  I moved to 
the Headquarters in February 1998.

Now for the history buffs amongst you a little information about the formations of the Heavy 
Cavalry Regiments who form the Royal Dragoon Guards.

The Royal Dragoon Guards was formed on 1 August 1992, as a result of the amalgamation of the 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards and the 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards. Both of these 
were in turn the result of earlier amalgamations in the 1920’s. The Royal Dragoon Guards now 
carries with it the traditions and history of four of the finest Regiments of the British Cavalry, the 
4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards, the 5th Dragoon Guards, the 7th Dragoon Guards and the 6th 
Inniskilling Dragoons. All four were raised between 1685 and 1689, during the protracted contest 
between James II and William of Orange for the English throne.
Both the 4th and 5th Dragoon Guards were formed in 1685 from Troops of Horse raised by 
James II to defend London from the invasion. The Regiments were originally known as Arran’s 
Horse and Shrewsbury’s Horse, taking the names from their Commanding Officers, as was the 
custom in those times. In the event, these Regiments, together with the rest of James’s Army, 
refused to support him and he fled to France, abandoning the throne to William of Orange. 
The next year, however, still claiming the throne, he landed in Ireland. Only Carrickfergus, 
Londonderry and Enniskillen held out against him. The town of Enniskillen raised three 
Regiments from Protestants who had taken refuge there. One of these was Conyngham’s 
Dragoons, which became the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons. On 11th June 1690, King William himself 
landed at Carrickfergus with a Protestant Army, which included both the 4th and 5th Dragoon 
Guards, and on the 1st July that year, all three Regiments fought side by side at the Battle of the 
Boyne. James was defeated and returned to France.

Back in England in 1688, Lord Devonshire raised six Troops of Horse to mark his support for 
the new Protestant King. Devonshire’s Horse, as they were known, became the 7th (Princess 
Royal’s) Dragoon Guards. Within a few years they were to find themselves, together with the 5th 
Dragoon Guards, embarked for Holland and Marlborough’s famous campaigns; both Regiments 
earning honours side by side at Blenheim, Malplaquet, Ramillies and Oudenarde, as well as the 
celebrated cavalry action at Elixem in 1705 where the 5th Dragoon Guards captured Standards 
from the Bavarian Horse Grenadiers.
In 1720, King George I conferred the Colonelcy of the 7th Dragoon Guards on Colonel John 
Ligonier. His influence was profound, and during his twenty nine year tenure, the Regiment was 
to reach a peak of discipline and training. It was at this time they acquired the nickname ‘The 
Black Horse’, and together with the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons, took part in the 1742 campaign 
in the War of the Austrian Succession, gaining further honours; Dettingen and Fontenoy. At 
Dettingen, Cornet Richardson of the 7th received thirty seven wounds whilst defending the 
Regimental Standard. This Standard, the oldest surviving in the Army, is held by this Museum. 
Little more than ten years later, the 6th and the 7th again found themselves marching side by 
side, this time through Paderborn to the Battle of Warburg, where both Regiments took part in 
the famous Cavalry Charge which won the day over the French for the Allied Forces under the 
Marquis of Granby.
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All the while our two senior Regiments the 4th and 5th , were languishing in Ireland, clocking 
up a total of some one hundred and eighty years of joint service in that country. However, their 
moment was shortly to come. Both played a major role in Wellington’s Peninsula campaign 
and gained honours including Salamanca, where the 5th Dragoon Guards captured the Staff 
of the Drum Major of the French 66th Infantry Regiment. This Staff is still carried today on 
parades by the Senior Regimental WO2. Colonel Sir William Ponsonby, who commanded the 
Regiment at Salamanca, was later killed whilst leading the Union Brigade charge at Waterloo. 
The Inniskillings, who took part in this charge, were so praised by the Duke of Wellington that a 
statue of an Inniskilling Dragoon was erected on the Wellington Memorial in Hyde Park.
In 1854, the 4th, 5th and the 6th, who had last fought together at the Boyne, rode together in 
the charge of the Heavy Brigade at Balaclava. In this action, eight hundred men, commanded 
by General James York-Scarlett, himself a past Commanding Officer of the 5th Dragoon Guards, 
utterly routed nearly three thousand five hundred of the Tsar’s finest Cavalry, with minimal loss 
to themselves, and so demoralised the Russian horseman that they did not dare to follow up 
the subsequent disaster to the Light Brigade later that same day.

After the Crimean War came several years of service at home and in India for all our parent 
Regiments. The peace time routine was broken briefly for the 4th and the 7th when in 1882, 
they took part in the short, but spectacularly successful campaign to defeat the forces of Arabi 
Pasha in Egypt. The campaign culminated in the battle Tel El Kebir when an Egyptian Force of 
thirty eight thousand men and sixty guns were defeated with the loss of only fifty seven all ranks 
killed; the 4th and the 7th Dragoon Guards escaping without a single casualty.
Such one sided success was not to be repeated, however, during the Boer War of 1899-1902, the 
5th Dragoon Guards formed part of the force besieged at Ladysmith, whilst the 6th Inniskillings 
and the 7th ‘Black Horse’ earned their spurs in innumerable skirmishes and many long patrols 
over the Veldt. Two Officers serving at that time were later to achieve world fame, Lieutenant 
Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, who commanded the 5th Dragoon Guards, was to put his South 
African experience to good use as the founder of the Boy Scout Movement, while Captain L E 
G Oates, of the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons, became a legend of self sacrifice when, as a member 
of Scott’s ill-fated Antarctic Expedition of 1912, he chose to sacrifice himself rather than impede 
the progress of his comrades.

Both the 4th and the 5th Dragoon Guards saw action from the outset of the First World War. 
Indeed history allows C Squadron, the 4th Dragoon Guards the honour of the first action by 
the British Army in the War, with Corporal Thomas firing the first shot and Captain Hornby the 
first officer to draw blood with his sword. Only a few days later the Commanding Officer of the 
5th Dragoon Guards, Lieutenant Colonel G K Ansell, was killed in action at Nery. By October of 
that year both the Inniskillings and the 7th had arrived in France from India. All four Regiments 
spent the greater part of the next four years acting in the dismounted role, but the last weeks 
of the War found both the 5th Dragoon Guards and the 7th Dragoon Guards in action again on 
horseback; the 5th capturing or killing over seven hundred German troops when they attacked 
a troop train at Harbonniers, and the 7th claiming the last cavalry action of the War when they 
captured the town of Lessines.
In 1922, the large reductions in strength of the Army brought about widespread amalgamation 
of cavalry regiments. The 4th Royal Irish were combined with the 7th (Princess Royal’s) Dragoon 
Guards to form the 4th/7th Dragoon Guards, while the 5th and 6th amalgamated to form, 
initially the 5th/6th Dragoons, but in 1927 this was changed to the 5th Inniskilling Dragoon 
Guards. In the mid-1930s the title ‘Royal’ was awarded to both Regiments. 1938 brought about 
mechanisation for both Regiments, both initially equipped with 4.5 ton two-man MK2 Light 
Tanks.
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Only one year after mechanisation came mobilisation and the start of World War 2. The two 
Regiments were the first armoured units to be deployed to France in support of the British 
Expeditionary Force, fighting side-by-side in the desperate but gallant withdrawal to Dunkirk. 
Both Regiments spent the next four years training and re-equipping with heavier tanks 
in preparation for the Normandy landings. In 1940 a cadre of men from both Regiments 
was formed which was to be the nucleus of a newly raised Cavalry Regiment, the 22nd 
Dragoons. The 22nd Dragoons were disbanded after the war. On D-Day, the specially prepared 
waterproofed tanks of the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards (DD Tanks) were the first tanks ashore. 
As part of the Eighth Armoured Brigade, the 4th/7th were the first armour to cross the River 
Seine and led the rescue column to Arnhem. The 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards (the 
Skins) for their part were in almost continuous action from Normandy to the end of the War, 
taking part in the successful action to capture S-Hertogenbosch and the breakout from the 
Rhine bridgehead.
After the war, the 4th/7th were dispatched 
to Palestine to help in the peace keeping 
operations. The Skins completed tours in Korea 
and the Suez Canal. Since the mid 1950s, both 
Regiments have served in the Middle East, 
Aden, England, Germany, Northern Ireland 
and Cyprus. The Royal Dragoon Guards, now 
equipped with Challenger II, are stationed in 
Catterick, North Yorkshire. continuing a tradition 
of service that now runs over three hundred 
years.  The regiment having completed a 6th 
month tour in Iraq were presented with their 
campaign medals by HRH The Prince of Wales 
on 27 June 2005 in Munster.  They completed 
a 6 month tour of Afghanistan in 2010 and a 
second operational tour in Afghanistan until 
March/April 2013.  They have been based in 
Catterick Garrison from 2008 and are due to move in November 2020 to Warminster when they 
will receive their new Ajax vehicles in the new role as a Recce Regiment.

A little note.  When they were on Horses they were Heavy Cavalry and the Hussars and Lancers 
were light cavalry (Recce) in 2020 the Heavy are now Light as Recce and the Light are Heavy as 
Challenger Tank Regiments.  Strange world.

Now there are some things that bring us together and me in particular as I knew nothing about 
the cavalry until I arrived in Tower Street York and became the curator of a military museum.

We both have the same motto:  Quis Separabit and the same Regimental Quick March.

The Irish Guards Cap Star was based on the badge of the 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards.

When in the archives I opened a book one day and the Irish Guards were going into an attack in 
WW1.  In an envelope there were 3 silk cards of regimental flags 2 were the 7th Dragoon Guards 
and the 3rd was Irish Guards.  In late 1940’s early 50’s the RSM of the 4/7 RDG who was appointed 
was an Irish Guardsman one of the many RQMS’s transferred after the reorganisation after the 
war.  And to top it all when visiting an elderly cousin in Southport her husband presented me 
with a regimental tie I had not seen before and it was his fathers who had been a Sgt in the 7th 
Dragoon Guards in WW1 and then in the Liverpool Metropolitan Police.  I presented it to the 
Museum.

HRH Prince Charles ask what is an Irish 
Guardsman doing with the Royal Dragoon 
Guards.  I said I came across the Pennies as a 
Missionary.



For 20 years now I have been taking or Representing 
the Regimental Association in France and have visited 
many of the cemeteries there.  I always take a box 
of poppy crosses with me and have laid them at the 
headstones of all that I find there, Irish Guards or 
Royal Dragoon Guards.  About 2015 I visited Tilly sur 
Suelles for the first time and there are Irish Guards 
and both 4/7 RDG and 5 Innis DG in the cemetary, 
this town was one of the most heavily fought over in 
Normandy being taken and retaken several times.  22 
civilians were executed by the SS and we attended 
the service there on 7 June.  In 2018 the Standard 
Bearer of the Normandy Veterans Association sadly 
collapsed and I jumped up and grabbed his Standard 
and completed the service for them whilst he was 
taken care of in the background.  This is an Essex 
Regiment memorial site and they hold the service 
there each year with the Sherwood Forrester’s 
Association.

One final snippet, I was visited by the 
Mayor of Ladysmith from South Africa, 
they were due to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the relief of Ladysmith and 
as the Green Horse (5DG) had been in the 
seige were being invited to attend.  The 
RSM and a Colour Party were dispatched, 
job done.  When the pictures arrived a 
few months later the memorial had a 
cap star on it and guess what, it was Irish 
Guards.  All those who had attended had 
at least marched behind the Regimental 
Standard of the Royal Dragoon Guards.

Quis Separabit

Alan Henshall
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We would like to thank our fellow Irish Guardsmen, Mick Harris and Dennis Bailey for 
supporting this set of minutes/newsletter.

CSS Security Ltd
12 Waddicar Lane, Melling, Liverpool, L31 1DU    Tel: 0151 549 0606   Fax: 0151 549 0111

denisbailey@cssliverpool.com   mickharris@ccsliverpool.com

Chelsea Barracks Today
For those that have in the past been stationed at Chelsea Barracks, this is how the site 

now looks in 2020

Chairman – Colonel Simon Donegan
Hon. Secretary – Andy Williamson - iganoebranch@gmail.com

Finance Committee Team              
Treasurer – Richie Flynn

Secretary – Andy Williamson
Events Manager – Jimmy Ross

Assistant Treasurer – Alan Howard

Election of Standard Bearers combined with welfare 2020/21
Jimmy Shanks and David Hewitt


