
A Study in Hierarchy:
The ordering of pictorial and typographic information sets so that  
the viewer can quickly gain an understanding of their relative importance.1

1Your Task is to create a poster using type only to communicate the following event:
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1  from page 105, The Information Design Handbook, by Jenn + Ken Visocky O’Grady, HOW Books, 2008

Project specifications: 11”x17” poster, 96ppi or dpi, final format: .png 

Hints for Success:

The reader grasps the information in two processes: 

• first, a quick grab or overview; 

• second, a more detailed consumption of the content. 

You, as the designer, MUST communicate the essential message – instantly. If you fail to 

capture your reader, you will lose them and your design is a failure for you and your client.  

The use of color, contrast, and hierarchy can all affect the focal point of a design piece. 

That focal point, the first thing that really catches the viewer’s eye, strongly influences their 

overview of the message.w



Hierarchy 
The tools you use to prioritize your content - make the most important information the most noticeable

Focal Point 
Every design needs one of these - it will attract your viewer and draw them in.

Eyeflow 
how your eye is guided through your design

White Space 
Makes the design inviting and information accessible. Watch out though - too much white space can also be bor-
ing. Another thing to think about: White space doesn’t have to necessarily be white!

Simplicity 
Keep it clean and tidy. Grunge design is no longer trendy. When in doubt, take it out!

Balance 
symmetrical, assymmetrical - visual balance makes a work more comfortable to view

Consistency 
Similarity in tone and message

Unity 
The relationship between individual parts and the entire composition. What aspects of the design are necessary 
to tie the composition together? Alternatively, you can use design elements to break it apart and give it a sense of 
variety.

Appropriateness 
What is most suitable to the tone and content of the message, the nature and intent of the sender; and the needs, 
desires, and orientation of the receiver.

Proximity 
Is there a logical relationsip between the deisgn elements and how they are communicating those relationships 
visually? Grouping related items together and visually separating unrelated items by white space or rules can 
help.

Contrast 
Creates a dynamic design and attracts attention. To be effective, it must be strong. One way to achieve effective 
contrast involves making two or more elements very different (e.g. heading and text).



Type-Only Poster RUBRIC
EXCELLENT 

Professional Quality

MEETS 
 EXPECTATIONS
Student Quality

ACCEPTABLE 
Beginner Quality

UNACCEPTABLE
Read the Directions!

Followed 
Directions

Correct size, 
resolution, and files 
are named correctly. 
All layers are named

Wrong size, wrong file 
name, wrong resolution

Technical Effects used show 
mastery of the 
assignment. 

You did not need any 
assistance with the 
software

You needed minimal 
assistance

You needed assistance 
with things that are basic 
knowledge.

Clarity of 
Message

Message is bold, 
compelling and 
multi-layered. It goes 
beyond the obvious.

Message is clear and 
compelling, It may 
not be as subtle as it 
could be.

Message is clear but 
fails to go beyond 
something simple or 
obvious.

Message is confusing. 

Typography Fonts and effects 
help to create a 
strong verbal-visual 
connection within 
the work. All font 
sizes are appropriate.

Type choices are 
appropriate without 
an excessive number 
of fonts or effects

Typography is 
general effective, 
although font choice, 
size and effects 
distract from the 
message

Typography choices and 
effects weaken the work 
in dramatic ways.

Layout/
Hierarchy

Typography 
contributes to the 
visual design of the 
poster. 
Created a visual 
hierarchy that 
enhances the 
visibility and 
readability of the 
poster

Composition is 
acceptable but can 
be improved. 
There are some 
distracting elements/
colors that interfere 
with readability.

Too many competing 
elements. Effort 
is evident, but 
misguided. No focus

The wrong information 
is emphasized. Too many 
fonts. Too many colors. 
Visual mess.

Font-pairing Purposefully paired 
fonts to enhance 
meaning

Acceptable, but 
perhaps one-too-
many fonts that 
do not always go 
together well.

Too many fonts 
compete for 
attention. Font styles 
that clash.

Study more about 
fonts! This is the wrong 
approach to Type. 

Color Colors used enhance 
the meaning of the 
work.

Colors are used 
appropriately and do 
not clash with one 
another or clutter the 
work.

Color choices clash 
or distract from the 
message

Use of color weakens the 
message

Comments


