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MISSION

“ The mission of the 
Health and Environment 
Strategic Alliance (HESA) is 
to implement the Libreville 
Declaration at the national 
and international levels.” 

HESA’s purpose is to develop and coordinate 
actions by the health and environment 
sectors within development planning 
processes, with the aim to protect and 
promote public health and environmental 
integrity. This is an important means for 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 
and to contribute to the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Agenda 
2063 of the African Union.

BACKGROUND
Human health is intimately linked to the state of the 
environment. In Africa, 28% of the disease burden 
is attributed to environmental risk factors. This 
imposes large social and economic costs, making 
it difficult to achieve key development targets, 
including those on poverty reduction and health. 1

1 WHO AFRO. 2015. Continental challenges and change: environmental 
determinants of health in Africa 
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MANDATE

At the country level: 
To support the joint implementation  
of the Libreville Declaration by:

• Steering and executing an iterative process of 
situation analysis and needs assessment; 

• Facilitating the identification of national priorities; 
• Developing national plans of joint action (NPJAs); 
• Providing guidance for the formulation of cross-

sector activities deriving from the national plans of 
joint action and involving a wide range of partners;

• Monitoring and evaluating progress; and
• Undertaking advocacy and resource mobilization.

At the international level: 
To support country efforts through 
advocacy, collaboration, resource 
mobilization, capacity building, 
technical support and progress 
monitoring.



ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
The following events have been organised and held by HESA.  
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The Interministerial Conference on Health and Environment in 
Africa (IMCHE) is one of four main organizational arrangements of HESA. IMCHE is a policy 
forum to facilitate intersectoral dialogue on health and environment. It provides opportunities to 
take decisions that may lead to a better alignment of resolutions adopted by meetings of the WHO 
Regional Committee with those of the African Ministerial Conference on Environment, African Union 
Heads of State Summits and other relevant forums. 

The Secretariat of HESA at the international level will 
be assumed by the Joint Task Team (JTT) in accordance with the 
recommendation of the first Meeting of Partners. The JTT is currently 
composed of WHO and UNEP staff members. The JTT has the following 
main areas of work: resource mobilization and coordination; advocacy 
and communication; technical support and capacity building; and 
monitoring and evaluation. 

The Meeting of Partners bring together WHO, UNEP, other 
UN agencies, regional economic groupings, development banks, and 
donor countries on an annual basis with African countries to review 
progress on the implementation of the Libreville Declaration. These 
meetings of partners will provide guidance on the implementation of 
resolutions adopted by the lnterministerial Conference and endorse 
international-level plans of joint action prepared by the Secretariat.

The Country Coordination Committees (CCCs) 
act as the Secretariat of HESA at the national level. They are responsible 
for the preparation, monitoring and evaluation of National Plans of 
Joint Action (NPJAs). Governments, therefore, need to establish CCCs 
that are multisectoral and multidisciplinary. The CCCs will steer the 
implementation of the Libreville Declaration. The exact form of the 
above arrangements will be decided by governments themselves, 
according to their specific situations.

MEETING OF  

PARTNERS

COUNTRY  
COORDINATION  
COMMITTEES

SECRETARIAT 

OF HESA



ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

2010

2011 

2012
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Health and Environment ministers at the Second 
Inter-ministerial Conference on Health and Environ-
ment (IMCHE2) in Luanda, 2010 agreed on a “Joint 
Statement on Climate Change and Health”. 

A “Framework for public health adaptation to climate 
change in the African region” was adopted at the 61st 
Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa.  

The UN Secretary General launched a Sustainable 
Energy for All (SE4All) initiative, with an African hub 
being established two years later.

The UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20) agreed on an outcome document, “The 
Future We Want”, as a basis for future work.

The UN Sustainable Development Summit agreed on 
SDGs to guide global development until 2030. 

The Paris Agreement on climate change was adopted 
to catalyze climate action and address the effects of 
climate change. 

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030 was adopted to enhance substantial 
reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, liveli-
hoods and health. 

The agenda 2063 was adopted by the African Union 
as a regional strategy to optimize the use of Africa’s 
resources for the benefit of all Africans. 

Member States of WHO adopted the Regional 
Strategy for Management of the Environmental 
Determinants of Human Health in the African Region 
from 2017 - 2021. 

The World Health General Assembly adopted the 
Thirteenth General Programme of Work for 2019-
2023 to promote health, keep the world safe and 
serve vulnerable populations. 

HISTORY OF CLIMATE AND  
HEALTH ACTIONS SINCE  
LIBREVILLE 2008
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THE 2030 AGENDA FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE AFRICA AGENDA 2063

HESA IS POSITIONED TO SPEARHEAD THE 2030 AGENDA FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE AFRICA AGENDA 2063.

THE 2030 AGENDA ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development was 
adopted by UN member states in September 2015. It 
is an agenda for people, planet and prosperity, which 
also “seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger 
freedom”. The adoption of Agenda 2030 presents 
significant opportunities and challenges to Africa, 
particularly in ensuring that “no one is left behind” in 
the development process. 

AGENDA 2063 OF 
THE AFRICAN UNION

In 2013, African Union (AU) member states crafted 
an African driven vision “Agenda 2063: The 
Africa We Want” that outlined how the African 
continent should look in 50 years based on the 
pillars of wealth generation, regional integration, 
and attainment of a peaceful society, all driven by 
Africans. In 2015, UN member states unanimously 
adopted the 2030 Agenda, which balances the 
dimensions of economic, social and environmental 
development, underpinned by good governance.

A2063 includes regional and continental targets in 
addition to national ones.

20 
GOALS 

174 
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The Agenda 2063 
(A2063) has
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