
 How the Lord sees 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Read: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 139 

Lesson:  

We know that the Lord sees and understands all things.  Even though Samuel had condemned the reign of 

King Saul publicly, he was still ________________________ (verse 1) for him privately.  The Lord saw the 

private matters of Samuel’s heart and came to help him.  He tells him to get to the work he has been 

called.  God is ready to decree the next king.  Samuel responds to the Lord in fear, fear of Saul, fear for his 

life.  The Lord understood his fear, and gave him a plan to be successful in what he was to do. 

When Samuel arrives at Bethlehem the _________________ (verse 4) are afraid.  Bethlehem was not on 

Samuel’s usual route and there were very few and mostly not good reasons for him to drop in suddenly 

with a cow.  Do not miss how Samuel told the elders to sanctify __________________ (verse 5) but he, 

personally, consecrated Jesse and his sons.  He was there to do the work he was sent to do. 

Often people get stuck on verse 7 to condemn a drive for good physical appearance, but when you read 

verse 12 you find that David was handsome also.  It is not that God does not care about our physical 

appearance, rather that is not his main metric for judging our character.  Remember how the people 

picked Saul?  Now Samuel is making another appearance judgement in assuming Eliab as God’s chosen 

king.  The Lord saw Eliab for who he was, public and private, just as he saw Samuel. 

One by one seven sons are passed before Samuel.  This most likely was during Jesse’s family’s personal 

private consecration.  Then after an inquiry, Jesse sends for David and he arrives.  Samuel’s impression of 

David could not be more clear.  He says he was _____________________, __________________________, 

and ____________________ (verse 12).  Where was Samuel looking still?  The Lord does not correct 

Samuel, or chide him for his observations before revealing his plan.  The Lord had already seen David, and 

appointed him as the next king.  This anointing was probably still during the family consecration, since it is 

mentioned as among the _______________________ (verse 13) and not the elders.  

There are many things we are not told about this event.  We are not even told how the Lord spoke to 

Samuel.  Almost all the details on the selection process for the new king fail to merit mention.  The focus in 

this story is not the 5 necessary steps to being ready to be chosen by God, rather it is the Lord has already 

seen and understood who we are.  We cannot hide from him, and he does not hide from his children. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

Why might the Lord have said “from Jesse’s sons” and not “David” to Samuel? 

Did Samuel know before David arrived that David was the one chosen by God? 

 

Application Questions: 

Does God know everything about us? Does that include future things?  Does that include failure? 

If God fully sees us, does he still want to use us to glorify himself? 


