
Dear All 
 
The Mumbling Maestro of Mumbles has kindly agreed to come out of self-isolation to pen a 
little missive to us all. He has included two links at the end of his message which are worth 
watching!!! 
I tested the email by sending it to my personal email address and it worked well. If you have 
any problems though, may I suggest you try ‘cutting and pasting’ the addresses to see the 
videos.  
 
I hope you are all keeping well and that the Mumblings will cheer your day.  
 
I am very grateful to the Maestro for taking the time to do this for us. If you like the 
Mumbling please let me know and I might be able to persuade the Maestro to send us some 
more musings over the coming weeks.  
 
Best wishes to you all, 
Anne 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Hello Gower Festival Friends, 
 
I hope this finds you all fit and well in these troubled times.  
 
Contrary to popular belief, I don’t just mumble in July and here are some recent 
thoughts that you can muse over during these difficult days.  
  
At the moment, I don’t have to “self isolate” thank goodness, nor do I know anyone 
who does. I hope that doesn’t change. However, did you know that we aren’t the first 
to come with this self isolation idea. In October 1802 the great Beethoven was 
becoming more and more troubled by his increasing deafness and wrote :- 
For six years I have been a hopeless case, aggravated by senseless physicians, 
cheated year after year in the hope of improvement, finally compelled to face the 
prospect of a lasting malady whose cure will take years or, perhaps, be impossible. 
Born with an ardent and lively temperament, even susceptible to the diversions of 
society, I was compelled early to isolate myself, to live in loneliness.’ 
 
Beethoven’s describes his survival strategy as self-isolation, a term that has become 
all too familiar recently. By 1816, he was completely deaf.  His only remaining form 
of communication was through a notebook in which he scribbled thoughts and 
instructions, sometimes gathering friends around him in a café to exchange ideas on 
paper. This is so sad. We should have been celebrating all things Beethoven in the 
Gower Festival this year. Never mind, now other things of interest:  

In 1838, Robert Schumann visited the grave of Franz Schubert in Vienna and paid a 
courtesy call on Schubert's brother Ferdinand, who was still alive. Schumann had 
heard about Ferdinand's closet full of his brother's manuscripts and amongst the 
dusty scores that Schumann was shown was one for a big symphony in C Major. It 
was unperformed, he was told, because people thought it was too difficult, too 



bombastic and far too long. Looking at the music, Schumann was stunned and 
asked if he could arrange to have the symphony played. "Sure," said Ferdinand and 
Schumann sent the score off to his friend and fellow composer Felix Mendelssohn, 
who was the director of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra. Mendelssohn liked what 
he saw and gave the first public performance of Schubert's big symphony in March 
1839. After attending the rehearsal, Schumann wrote to his girlfriend, Clara Wieck, 
"Today I have been in seventh heaven. If only you had been there! For I cannot 
describe it to you all the instruments were like human voices and immensely full of 
life and wit… and the length, the divine length, like a four-volume novel… I was 
utterly happy, with nothing left to wish for except that you were my wife and I could 
write such symphonies myself!" Well, sometimes wishes do come true, and good 
deeds are rewarded. Schumann did marry Clara, he did write symphonies of his own 
and this kind act did help launch Schubert's work on its path towards worldwide 
recognition as a great symphonic masterpiece. 

Finally, for now we all need something to laugh at. A few years ago, you may 
remember the Gower Festival put on a Cabaret Supper in the Dylan Thomas Centre 
with Rainer Hersch. Rainer is a comedy genius and we had such a lot of fun. Here’s 
something he’s knocked up for all music lovers at this troubled time. Enjoy - and I’ll 
be back with a few more mumblings in a couple of weeks.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeSnfWzNe-Y 
 
Oh and one more thought.  This is such a funny song that seems strangely apt. 
Click, listen and smile. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6qFG0uop9k&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2X
py69shNux6oRJ5slyAAjRtTqQSoRQfxAmz0hcuSkPNcJCBSM6VCXP_U 
 
 
 

 


