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WPF Event:

The Cocktail Party held in the
elegant Australian Galleries in Paddington
featured portrait artist Filippa Buttitta
demonstrating her art, sketching guests and
contributing the very welcome opportunity in our
auction of a portrait .
The exhibition of
Jun Chen’s
paintings made a
marvellous
background for
this inspiring

event. Photo by
Lynne Metcalfe

WPF Ambassador, Professor
Jill White AM led the way in
urging the importance of
contraception and women’s
enablement in the face of
recent U.S. presidential
reversion to constriction of
funding for women’s health. The evening was a
perfect balance between global concerns and the
enjoyment of contributing to a solution.
Middle:
Prof. Jill White
AM,
left, Pauline,
Helen, Sam,
Alice
Photos by Lynne
Metcalfe

Read on for the WPF letter, the
crisis in overseas aid funding, and applause for
the Minister of Foreign Affairs’ affirmative
response for Australia’s role.

The Global Gag Rule protest against Trump’s
reinstatement of the funding prohibition has
increased appreciation of contraception because
the Gag Rule jeopardises all reproductive health
programs in developing countries. WPF signed
the petition circulated by the reproductive health
network and wrote to our Prime Minister, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and others, expressing
concern about the U.S. action and supporting
Australia’s consistent strong recognition of the
importance of funding for reproductive health.
The Netherlands, Belgium and Norway have
started a fund to replace what is being lost by
Trump’s action, and we wrote hoping that
Australia will join. Our letter:
“…I have been asked if Australia will support
the Netherlands’ initiative in response to the
U. S. reinstatement of the Global Gag Rule.
Women’s Plans Foundation focuses on family
planning and has regarded arguments about
abortion as diversion from the key need for
contraception. However the current change in
the U. S. back to the Global Gag Rule makes it
clear that there are about to be more abortions
resulting in more deaths if funding is
withdrawn from holistic reproductive health
programs in overseas areas of need.
I am writing in hope that Australia will continue
the position that funding access to
contraception is vital in overseas aid.
Is it
possible that we can be among up to 20
countries reported by Gordon Darroch in The
Hague Guardian indicating support to fund the
$600 million shortfall? Marches around the
world
have
demonstrated
women’s
determination to stand for wisdom rather than
fluctuations of power.
It is ironic that the recently elected President of
the U.S. is not conscious that the world
population is rising by one million every four
and a half days, at 7.5 billion, with each
childbearing generation larger (continued p.2)

(continued from p. 1) than any before. 86% of the
world’s population increase is in developing
countries where contraception is most needed.
Walls and restrictions on immigrants? Or family
planning, with responsible balancing of fertility,
women’s enablement and stabilisation of the human
footprint. Australia can walk ahead.” Sincerely
yours, Alice Oppen OAM, Chair, Women’s Plans
Foundation

WPF has made a submission to the White
Paper of the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, on future directions for overseas aid.

Remember to
celebrate
International
Women’s Day.
Photo: WPF table
at UN Women’s
IWD Breakfast,
2016.

Read it on www.womensplans.org.

WomenDeliver and Planned Parenthood:

The effect on Marie Stopes International:

“Countries around the world are making
significant progress in improving women’s
health and the global gag rule undermines that
momentum. Developing and donor countries
alike are stepping up to prioritise and make
tangible headway in closing the gap on access to
modern family planning through increased
funding and better policies. This momentum,
which includes global partnerships like Family
Planning 2020, builds on the essential
foundation of U.S. investments in this sector. The
global gag rule seriously hinders the
effectiveness of U.S. global health investments
and the growing global progress that we, as a
global community, have made in expanding
access to family planning for couples worldwide
and in reducing maternal mortality.
The U.S. has been a leader when it comes to
promoting democracy, women’s health, and
human rights around the world. U.S. foreign aid
should never be used as a tool to limit women’s
access to health care or to censor free speech.
Organisations should not be disqualified from
receiving assistance because they use their own
funds to provide health services and information
that is legal in their home country and legal in
the U.S.
Supporters of global health and
development, women’s rights, gender equality,
and free speech oppose the harmful global gag
rule and reject efforts to undermine the health
and rights of women around the world.“

“[the rule} demands that all non-US international
organisations in receipt of US Government
funding neither perform nor ‘actively promote’
abortion. This effectively means NGOs forfeit all
US aid if they so much as tell a woman abortion is
a legal option in her country, refer her to another
provider or advocate for abortion rights with
their own alternative resources.
USAID is
currently the world’s largest bilateral donor in
family planning and has transformed the lives of
women and girls in developing countries by
expanding access to voluntary contraception. In
2017, USAID funding would have helped us reach
1.5 million women in some of the poorest, most
underserved countries in the world. Tragically,
the policy will have the exact opposite effect to
the one that is intended. By blocking funding to
the world’s largest NGO providers of modern
contraception, it will reduce women’s ability to
prevent unplanned pregnancy. A 2011 study
found that abortion rates in sub-Saharan African
countries actually increased while the Mexico
City Policy was in force under President Bush.
The impact of its re-enactment today will be no
less devastating, seriously reducing the impact of
US development assistance for family planning in
some of the world’s poorest countries.” [Marjorie

CALL OUT

Newman-Williams, Vice-President and Director of
Marie
Stopes
International’s
International
operations.]

CALL OUT

Is recent trumpery really about abortion? Isn’t the actual effect control of women, by removing birth
control? There is a never-ending battle for all to have selves and self-determination. One key is
access to contraception. Hierarchies have in the past maintained control by denying women control,
limiting females to the function and role of childbearing. When anti-abortionists’ actions result in
denial of contraception and an increase in abortions, surely the fakery of ‘pro-life’ is out in the open.

WPF Scholarship Award
Lena writes, “I will remember this day as a
beautiful celebration of the achievement
of women in Australian society, past, present
and future. With a history of 121 years, the
members of the NCW have greatly contributed
to women’s rights in a quest for equality and
security for women in Australia. This luncheon
gave
me
a
beautiful
insight
into
the exceptional educational and humanitarian
work that the NCW has achieved to allow
generations like mine to lead more equal and
free lives.
Anna-Lena
Waldner and Associate Professor Heather McKenzie,
Sydney Nursing School, University of Sydney Photo by
Alice Oppen

The National Council of Women Awards were
presented on January 27th at Parliament House,
Sydney. Our Awardee is Anna-Lena Waldner,
completing her second year of a Master of
Nursing to add to her recent Bachelor of
International and Global Studies, both at the
University of Sydney.
Lena grew up in
Indonesia, Australia and Germany, and is a
volunteer with Médecins Sans Frontières. She
is interested in advocating for women’s rights
and wants to work in developing countries for
women’s health, using nursing skills as tools at
the international level for training nurses and
other health staff in developing countries and
engaging in international health promotion and
education.

Very interested in international relations and
politics, I was delighted to hear from Colonel
Sue Graham, a woman from within the military.
Historically and predominantly a male
institution, it has promoted women’s rights in
recent years, including split parent time.
However, there are still many disparities to be
overcome and work to be done, which is why
the commitment and achievements of NGOs
present at the NCW lunch, such as The
Women’s Plans Foundation, are so very vital.
As a Master’s of Nursing Student with a
Bachelor in International Relations, I value
immensely the opportunity I have been given
by Women’s Plans Foundation, as it has opened
a door for me to get involved in advocating for
women’s health and family planning
internationally and thus has allowed me to
pursue one of my passions. I do think to myself
sometimes, what a great time to be a woman.

The Australian Council for International Development, ACFID urges:
“As a wealthy nation, in a relatively poor region, and as the US withdraws from international leadership,
Australia must take a stronger stance in the Asia-Pacific, projecting and setting values which will sure-up
Australia’s future prosperity and security. We must define our own context, engaging the region in a manner
consistent with our values: cooperation, democracy, egalitarianism and a fair-go. As the Minister stated in
her speech, Australians help make our region a safer and more prosperous place. Let’s continue that work
using the values we hold.”

FP2020 leads by coordinating:
We’re honored that the FP2020 partnership has become a convening point for the movement as
implementing partners, civil society actors, international organizations, governments, and donors have
turned to this platform to share ideas, concerns, and strategies for moving forward in the new landscape.
Many partners are collectively taking positive steps to protect gains in family planning, including bringing
the global community together to share information and strengthen global ties so that people – be they in
Nairobi, Brussels, Abidjan, London, or Manila – understand the changes and are equipped to manage them.

A glimpse into achievement:
excerpts from the report to Women’s Plan Foundation
on Marie Stopes Papua New Guinea Service Delivery in Milne Bay
The generous donation from Women’s Plan Foundation in 2016 was used to support Marie Stopes
Papua New Guinea program to provide outreach services to women, men and young people in Milne
Bay Province. Almost 2,000 people were reached with sexual and reproductive health information and
services including methods of contraception to plan their families. The story of Japhet, below,
illustrates the importance of engaging men in family planning and having a range of methods available,
including vasectomy, to improve the lives and health of women.
Milne Bay is a coastal province in eastern PNG, spread across 600 islands, less than 200 of which are
inhabited. Most the population is dependent on sea transport to access health services, markets and
other facilities resulting in high transport costs to population centres such as Alotau. This
inaccessibility presents challenges for community members wishing to access health services as well
as clinicians delivering these services. Approximately 44% of women of reproductive age report an
unmet need for family planning.
The program in Milne Bay specifically aimed to improve maternal health outcomes in Milne Bay
Province through increased uptake of family planning and sexual and reproductive health services and
to strengthen the capacity of government service providers to deliver high quality services. These
objectives have been achieved through direct delivery of family planning services through mobile
outreach and a structured competency based approach to capacity development. These activities
directly aligned with the Government of PNG’s national health goals to improve maternal health
through increased family planning coverage.
With such a large size family and the high cost of living it was hard for Japhet Tangaloidi, a carpenter in
Maramathana Village, to satisfy the needs of his family. His four children were doing really well in
their education but school fees were high and most of their income was used for fees. His wife was also
supporting the family income by selling vegetables from their garden.
Japhet said it was already tougher than expected to raise
four children “I was really worried about our future
and I did not want my wife to become pregnant
again”.
One weekend he went to Alotau town and one of his
relatives there, told him about the family planning
service provided by town clinics. Japhet joked, but he
started thinking again about family planning and how he
and his wife were struggling. Japhet decided to discuss
Japhet with a MSPNG Staff discussing Family
family planning as a possible option to avoid unwanted
Planning options
future pregnancies with his wife. Meanwhile they were
Photo by: Anisha Namete, MSPNG

planning to visit the town clinic; the wife discovered she was pregnant
again. The new pregnancy caused distress to his life!!!
One day while in Alotau for carpentry work Japhet decided to step into
the MSPNG office and ask for family planning advice.

Japhet at MSPNG Alotau Office
Photo by: Anisha Namete,
MSPNG

The outreach team were scheduled to carry out mobile service
delivery at Maramathana, his village, in the next week. So he booked
himself in for a Non-Scalpel Vasectomy.
“I was searching everywhere for an answer to my problem and
didn’t realize that it was right at my door step!” said Japhet.
Thanks to Marie Stopes PNG and its outreach service Japhet is now
very happy and works freely with peace of mind. He is no longer
worried about his family size increasing again. He developed
confidence in himself and his future life. He became a promoter of
family planning and advocates about MSPNG services to his fellow
mates, families, and all community.

The Lao Women’s Union is a country-based model:
Julienne McKay, consultant and advocate, describes
the Vientiane Women’s and Youth Centre for Health and Development
In 2001, the Lao Women’s Union established the Vientiane Youth Centre for Health and Development (VYC).
This was a bold move in a socially conservative country.
The Lao Women’s Union recognised that the
growing number of young people migrating to
Vientiane for study or work, living away from the
guidance of family and community, needed to be
protected from the consequences of risky sexual
behaviours that could adversely affect the rest of
their lives - unplanned and unwanted
pregnancies, STIs, HIV. Outreach activities and
peer education programs were established in
colleges and universities as well as in the growing
number of factories on the outskirts of Vientiane.
To ensure that greater knowledge could be readily
acted upon, a youth-friendly clinic provided
confidential and non-judgemental sexual and
reproductive health services.
In 2009, purpose built clinic and telephone hotline
counselling facilities were constructed by the
Japanese International Cooperation Agency. With
separate waiting and consulting rooms, clinic
clients can choose to see a male or female doctor
or nurse. The hotline, accessible from anywhere
in Laos with mobile phone coverage, greatly
expanded access to information and advice - and
referral to clinical services - with callers able to
select to speak to a male or female counsellor.
No one – female or male, married or single, young
or adult - is turned away from VYC.

factories and high rates of turnover among the
young women migrating from the provinces to
work in the capital’s factories. Many recent
arrivals are exposed to risky sexual activities with
little or no knowledge of how to protect
themselves. The ‘never ending’ supply of new
migrant workers essentially eliminates the
incentive for factory management to invest in
workers’ health.
The Centre has established a solid reputation as a
provider of training and technical advice in the
delivery of youth- friendly sexual and
reproductive health services, regularly partnering
with government, UN and nongovernmental
organisations and now seeks partnerships with
factories.

VYC male and female doctors
assist factory workers; a
factory worker collects
information, medications and
contraceptives from VYC and
Vientiane Mother and Child
Hospital staff for a clinic.
session

Despite changes to the range and reach of its
activities, VYC’s monitoring of its client base
revealed that very few of the factory workers
attending outreach sessions - and clearly hungry
for information – followed up with visits to the
clinic. The majority of these workers are young
women, living in on-site dormitories, working 6
long days per week. Time and distance discourage
them from seeking clinical services.
In 2014, VYC decided to take the clinic’s services
to the factories and established a mobile clinic. In
running these clinics, VYC is joined by the
Vientiane Mother and Child Hospital, which
provides three staff members to assist VYC’s
doctors and nurses.
With some support from CARE, the mobile clinic
has seen thousands of clients over the past three
years. The need is much greater but meeting the
demand is made difficult by limited access to the

.

Thursday 6th April 2017, 10.30 am for 11 am – 3 pm
12A Crescent Street, Hunters Hill NSW Enjoy a welcome coffee and delicious light lunch with wine.
Bring friends for social bridge or mah-jong. Please ensure there are places left before paying.
___ @ $50 ea $________
Bookings: Meg Milne, Convenor, 0411 699 446 / evergreencottage24@hotmail.com
or Helen Sheffer 9817 1712
DONATION FORM
Name ………………………………………………………………………………… Tel. …..……………………..………
Donation $................. Cash □ Cheque □ Credit Card □ Master Card □ Visa □ PayPal on WPF website □
Card No …………………………………………………….…….…..…. Card Expiry .…..../……… CVC …..…………….
Signature ………………………..……………………………………………………… .
Email ……………………..…………...…………………………..
Address (for tax receipt) …..…………………………………..……………………………………………………………….
Women’s Plans Foundation, 3 Madeline Street, Hunter’s Hill, NSW 2110
www.womensplans.org, WomensPlansFoundation@bigpond.com, ABN 64 823 197 874

Ambassador: Professor Jill White AM
Directors: Carolyn Blanden, Joanne Epp PhD, Don Hunton, Alice Oppen OAM, Anya Poukchanski, Dr Lina Safro, Helen Sheffer.
Observer: Jacqueline Neumann. Events Committee: Ros Espie, Jenny Hall, Jeannette Kalek, Anni Macdougall, Pauline
Markwell, Margaret Milne, Alice Oppen OAM, Trish Procter, Helen Sheffer. Development: Pauline Markwell. Evaluation:
Sue Funnell. Administration: Liz van Hooven.
Women’s Plans Foundation, ABN 64-823-197-874, ACN 608 291 630
3 Madeline St. Hunter’s Hill, NSW 2110. Ph. 9817-5175

