FUM 2020 Summer Mission Focus
Introduction
With joy, we invite Friends throughout our beloved
community to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of Turkana Friends Mission! Join us in exploring
the rich stories of faithfulness among Friends in this region
of Kenya—and in listening to where God is calling us next.
Turkana Friends Mission was founded in 1970, in
Kalokol, Kenya. It began as a project of East Africa Yearly
Meeting and Friends United Meeting. Dorothy and Ersal
Kindel were the first directors of the mission. The Kindels
moved to Kalokol from Kaimosi, which Dorothy described
as lush and green, with educated people and good roads.
Kalokol, by contrast, was a sparse and barren settlement.
The Kindels were assisted from the beginning by two FTC
students, and one of these, Herman Otioko, took over as
director. Since Herman’s retirement in 2002, John Moru has
been serving as director.
Turkana Friends Mission has grown from that one
outpost on Lake Turkana to a vibrant multi-site Quaker
community. The Mission office is in Lodwar, the capitol of
Turkana County. The Mission has twenty-seven staff people,
of whom seven are theologically trained pastors. They oversee six nursery schools and six primary schools.
There are four Monthly Meetings—Lokoyo, Lodwar,
Katilu, and Kalokol—and twenty-nine Village Meetings,
which are smaller local gatherings. John Moru, Director of
Turkana Friends Mission, estimates that there are anywhere
from 1,000 to 2,500 full adult members of the Friends
Church in Turkana County.
Quaker Christianity is growing among the Turkana! In
2002, there were only seven village meetings. Between 2009
and 2019, eighteen new meetings were planted. The newest
meeting, Kaloboi, was officially opened in November 2019.

We are organizing the Summer Mission Project
differently this year than in the past. As in previous years, we are offering basic information on the
ministry we’ve chosen, as well as curriculum ideas
and book suggestions for Children’s Messages or
Sunday School. But unlike past years, we are setting no fundraising goal, nor are we earmarking
funds for a specific project of Turkana Friends Mission. We hope that, if, in the past, your Meeting/
Church has gathered around a barbecue or bake
sale for missions, you will continue to do so. If
you send FUM a check memo-ed “Turkana Friends
Mission,” we will happily receive it, and send those
funds on to Turkana.
However, with our new annual appeal for the
Global Impact Fund scheduled to run in early
summer, we did not want to find ourselves with
two competing fundraising requests. At the same
time we realized, from past responses, that many
Meetings/Churches value the information and
curriculum contained in our Summer Mission
packet, regardless of the fundraising component.
So we will be transforming Summer Mission
Project into Summer Mission Focus—a name that
puts the emphasis on information and education,
rather than fundraising.
But if the fundraising aspect of our Summer
Project has been valuable to your congregation,
then please continue to use these materials as an
inspiration and focus for your fundraising. You can
earmark funds for Turkana specifically, or for the
Global Impact Fund, which will allow us to direct
your contribution to where it is most needed.
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Questions for Kids
• Can you find Kenya on a map
of your own, and then locate
Turkana County? What bodies
of water are nearby?
• Follow the cardinal directions:
North, South, East, and West.
Which direction is Ukraine?
Indonesia? Colombia? Mozambique?
• If you were traveling from
your home to Turkana County,
to visit Friends there, what direction would you be heading?
How might you travel? On a
plane, or a car, or a boat?

Finding Turkana on a Map
Turkana is located in the northwest corner of Kenya, bordering South Sudan,
Ethiopia and Uganda. It is a very large geographic area with a very small
population. 80% of the land in Turkana is classified as arid and semi-arid,
meaning that there is not enough rainfall to sustain crops. Even grasses
won’t grow there.
The capital of Turkana County is Lodwar, a town with a population of 30,000
people.

Who Lives in Turkana?
The people of Turkana County are known as the Turkana tribe. The language
they speak is also called Turkana. Bordering tribes are the Pokot, to the
south, and the Samburu, to the southeast. To the west, across the Ugandan
border, the tribe is called Karamoja. To the north, in South Sudan, the primary tribe is the Toposa.
The Turkana are pastoralists, which means that their main occupation is
herding animals. They do so by moving the herds from place to place, in
order to find food for them, rather than keeping them in barns and bringing
them hay or grain. This means that they don’t always have permanent places
where they live. Instead, they move along with their animals and set up their
homes wherever they are.
922,210 people live in Turkana County, and 60% of those people are aged 18
and younger. 95% are living below the poverty line, and only 30% are registered to vote in Kenya elections. 478,087 are male, 448,868 are female, and
21 are intersex.

• What kind of home do you live
in? What is it made of? Do you
have friends who live in other
kinds of homes?
• How might your life be different if you were a pastoralist?
How might it be the same?
• Can you find out how many
people in your county are aged
18 and younger?

76% of people in Turkana have never attended any schooling at all, and only
1 in 1,000 people has completed 8th grade. 19% of adults know how to read.
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What is Turkana County like?
The average annual temperature in Turkana County is 87 degrees Fahrenheit.
Kenya uses the metric system of measurement, so they would say that the average temperature is 30.6 degrees Celsius. They get very little rain, and most
of it falls quickly, which means that it runs off rather than soaking into the
ground, and often causes flash floods.
There is almost no surface water in Turkana, but there are deep large underground aquifers. One thing that Friends do in Turkana is build wells that
drill deep into the ground to bring up this water so that people can drink it.
We call those wells, borehole wells.
There’s also very little electricity in Turkana. The country of Kenya has a
national electric grid, but Turkana County isn’t connected to it. The city of
Lodwar has electricity through a diesel generator, and they are working on
using solar power as well. Both solar and wind energy could be made into
electricity, but it’s hard to build facilities to do that in such a remote place.

Things to Know About Turkana
The capital of Turkana County is Lodwar, a town with a population of
about 30,000 people. Is that bigger than where you live, or smaller?
Turkana County has active volcanoes, earthquakes, and geysers— because,
believe it or not, the entire continent of Africa is slowly splitting in two.
This is happening at a rate of ¼ inch per year, so it’s mostly not something
you can see happening, but scientists can track the progress. You can learn
more about this by searching the internet for information on the East
African Rift.
What are cool features of the place where you live?

Pastoralists are people who rely
on livestock as the basis of their
economy. In Turkana, the herds
consist of goats, sheep, camels,
and donkeys. In places where
there is sufficient fodder, cattle
are also kept. A family’s wellbeing is tied to the size and health
of its herds, and in this fragile
ecosystem, both people and
animals are highly vulnerable to
drought. Traditionally, the pastoralist communities are seminomadic—communities migrate
with their animals in search of
pasture. However, the Kenyan
government and its provision of
social services is dominated by
a concern for settlements and
settled people, making it very
difficult for pastoralist communities to obtain essential services
such as education and health
care. Pastoralist people in Kenya
are often seen as “backward,” or
in need of “development.” This
leads to government and social
service interventions intended
to destroy their culture and
dismantle their traditional
patterns of land use, even though
these patterns are well-adapted
to the marginal ecosystems
where pastoralist people live.
— Eden Grace
Global Ministries Director

For a fuller explanation of how
and why Africa is splitting into
two parts, visit: theconversation.com/africa-is-splitting-intwo-here-is-why-94056
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Questions for Kids
• People who use the metric system measure in centimeters, rather than inches.
Turkana County receives an average of
7.8 inches of rain every year. Can you
find out how many centimeters that
would be?
• How would your life be different if you
didn’t have electricity in your home? How
would it be the same?
• Land is held in common for the use of
the tribe, and there are no title deeds for
privately owned land in Turkana Country. Can you think of some things that
are ours, rather than mine or yours?

Lake Turkana
Lake Turkana is the world’s largest permanent desert lake and
the world’s fourth-largest salt lake. It is fed primarily by the
Omo River in Ethiopia, and has no outlet. Because of the high
salt content of the water, and a high level of the mineral flouride, the water is unsuitable for drinking. Traditionally, the
Turkana people considered fishing to be taboo, but currently the
catching, drying, and exporting of fish to Kenya’s urban areas
is a significant part of the economy. The water level of the lake
fluctuates naturally, but damming and irrigation in Ethiopia
have caused a large overall decline in the water level over the
last fifty years. The Friends Mission compound in Kalokol was
on the waterfront when it was built in 1970. Today it is several
kilometers from the shore.

To learn more about climate change in Turkana,
watch this ten-minute video: youtube.com/
watch?v=oXJjGQFOEJQ
Here’s a video about Kakuma Refugee Camp, made
by a young woman who lives there: youtube.com/
watch?v=553Tk4E0o2Y
For more resources and information, visit:
friendsunitedmeeting.org/connect/summermission-focus

• Very little of the land in Turkana is
suitable for growing crops. However,
there is a large-scale irrigation project
in Katilu, in which food crops are grown
for market.
If you look at Katilu on a satellite map,
like Google Maps, you can see that it’s
right next to a river. What’s the river
called?
• Turkana county has a fragile climate.
Climate change has resulted in the
increased length and severity of drought,
as well as increased severity of flash
flooding caused by unusually heavy rains.
Overall the environment is hotter, dryer,
and less predictable than in the past.
Do you know how the climate has been
changing where you live?
• Kakuma Refugee Camp, located in the
northern part of Turkana County, was
established by the United Nations in
1992 to house unaccompanied children
and young people fleeing the civil war
in Sudan. The camp currently holds
about 200,000 people from over a dozen
African countries.
If you had to run away quickly, what
would you try to take with you?
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FUM 2020 Summer Mission Focus
Children’s Curricula
Each of these children’s messages are designed for either in-person or remote
teaching. If you are using these over a video-conferencing tool like Zoom or Google
Hangouts, inform the children’s families about the items to gather ahead of time.
Sharing Water and Living Water
Bible Passage: Revelation 7:16-17
Children’s Book: The Water Princess
Items to Gather: Water bottles

Ask the children to imagine various climates and what
the people living there might want most. For instance,
people living in a cold and snowy region might get really
excited about fireplaces. People living in a very hot
region, on the other hand, might think that popsicles
are perfect. In places where lots of food is grown, people
might look forward to harvest time, with all sorts of
fresh fruits and vegetables.
Ask the children to imagine an arid climate, like a desert, in which there is very little water. We can fill up our
water bottles at home or at drinking fountains almost
wherever we go. Some people don’t have so much water,
though, and they imagine heaven as a place where the
water never runs out.
Read the Scripture passage together. If the children are
old enough, encourage them to find a Bible and read
along. Explain that the author is giving us a picture of
what heaven looks like, and explore with the children
what they think heaven might look like.

Read The Water Princess together, drawing
attention to how hard
it is to live in a place
where water is scarce.
This book is not about
people living in Turkana County, in Kenya,
but it does illustrate
one of the problems
that the Turkana people face.
Prayer
Jesus, you are the Living Water that we all need to
drink. As we drink of the life you give, we learn to share
our lives with others. Make us into Friends who share as
much as we can. AMEN.
Service Possibility
Our beloved community of Friends invests in drilling
borehole wells in Turkana, to make it easier for people
there to have water. Could you have a fundraiser for the
Global Impact Fund, which helps Friends United Meeting fund community projects like that?
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FUM 2020 Summer Mission Focus:
Children’s Curricula
A Banquet for Everybody

Bible Passage: Isaiah 25:4-8
Children’s Book: I Love Ugali and Sukuma Wiki
Items to Gather: Cookbooks
Ask the children about their favorite foods to eat,
and share about one of your favorite meals. If you are
working with older children, ask them to speculate about
what makes a meal a favorite: is it the particular tastes,
or the memories associated with it, or maybe only getting it once in awhile?
Possibilities for exploring cookbooks together include
comparing and contrasting them, looking for unfamiliar
recipes, and sharing how the cookbooks are related to
family history. If your Monthly Meeting or Yearly Meeting has produced a cookbook of your own, now would be
a great time to share it.
Read the Scripture passage together. If the children
are old enough, encourage them to find a Bible and read
along. Ask the children to imagine a heavenly banquet attended by all the people on earth, and explore what kinds
of foods might be offered. How
does this connect with the promise of tears being wiped away?
Read I Love Ugali and Sukuma
Wiki together. In the resources
section, locate where Akiki lives,
and where Friends in Turkana live.
Look at the recipe for ugali and
sukuma wiki, and ask the children
what foods they eat that include
spinach and corn?
Prayer
Lord God, the kingdom you are building is a banquet for
everyone, where we all have enough to eat. Help us to remember how big your table is, and teach us how to invite
people in. AMEN.
Service Possibility
How well stocked is your local food pantry or soup kitchen? What do they need? Consider organizing a can drive,
volunteering with food distribution, or highlighting
for the children the ways in which your congregation is
already making sure that all people are fed.

All God’s Children

Bible Passage: Romans 8:14-17
Children’s Book: For You Are a Kenyan Child
Items to Gather: World map, art supplies (including
cards to decorate)
Ask the children about their families. Who do they live
with? Do they live near other family members? Whose
children are they? (If there are foster children in your
audience, please be mindful that these could be painful
questions, and consider introducing the book differently.)
Read the Scripture passage together. If the children
are old enough, encourage them to find a Bible and read
along. Ask the children to sit quietly for a moment in
worship, remembering that they are God’s children. Pull
out the map, and identify other places where God’s children live. Younger children might appreciate being able to
point at the map and hear something about the place they
chose. Older children might appreciate being able to point
out places where they know someone.
Read For You Are a Kenyan Child together. Ask the children if they have chores, like the boy in the story does,
and if they are occasionally distracted from
their work. Point out
that the Grandfather
and Grandmother are
a lot like God, because
they welcome the child
back home.
Prayer
Creator God, you have
made us one big family. Help us remember that this whole
world is full of your children. Strengthen our hearts to
love everyone as our sisters and brothers. AMEN.
Service Possibility
Karibu! This is how people who speak Swahili, one of the
common languages in Kenya, say welcome. Many people
said it to the Kenyan child, in the story, and many people
say welcome to each of us. Help the children think about
the ways in which they are welcomed, and then direct
their attention to those who are unable to attend meeting
for worship. All of us are welcomed children in the kingdom of God, so make cards to send to shut-in Friends, or
design another way of saying Welcome to them.
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FUM 2020 Summer Mission Focus:
Children’s Curricula
For More Information
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarian
response.info/files/documents/files/Turkana%20Secondary%20
Data%20Review_ 20141112.pdf
https://www.crakenya.org/county/turkana/
https://www.turkana.go.ke/
https://turkana.go.ke/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/
Turkana-CIDP-Final-1.pdf
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/
cultural-survival-quarterly/introduction-81
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/culturalsurvival-quarterly/food-and-turkana-kenya
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/culturalsurvival-quarterly/land-and-pastoralists
https://intercontinentalcry.org/pastoralism-and-thediscrimination-of-sustainable-livelihoods-21183/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2018/01/15/inside-kenya-sturkana-region-cattle-climate-change-and-oil
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC5922195/
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