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INTRODUCTION
BY: JAMES F. HARTMAN, |11

Oneof my closest friends a motorcyclist, or bikeasl call them. | cringe when h&ays he is

going for a ride. It because of anything that dees but because othedrivers in cars do not

see motorcyclistsThe consequences can be life chandinf. t hat happens, no ma
fault, are you sur e t ha tsargpootectecaMallingpguwehat f ami | y’
guestionis answered y eissttie reason werote this book.

The insurane options which are available fpour motorcycleare complexAfter reading our
boiled-down version of the different options, you will be more confident when you talk to your
insurance agent to purchase your motorcycle ima@a

Af ter you gain conf itadgaimitoa therdatl wittips @bout tbechobby i t ' s
you |l ove. There is no r epladtlewhmeitcametothe experi e
motorcycle riding and safetips.

We thank you forequesting or buying this bopand we hope you learn something from its
content. We love feedback, so if you have a question, comment or concern, please g call
at 1-843277-63610r sendme an email atiames@thehartmanlawfirm.com

Before we get into the insurance partofthehaok * d | i ke t o share some o
causes for motorcycle accidents.

COMMON CAUSES
OF MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS

Riding motorcycles is a populand enjoyable pastme , b u tlangerbus.Shea&Harsces of
sustaining severe and/or disabling injuries are multiplied for motorcyclists and their passengers.
The likelihood of being injured in a motorcycle accident is extremely high: 98% for multiple
vehicle collisionsand 96% for single vehicle collisionsdeed, you are four times more likely to

die if you are involved in a motorcycle accident than if you are in an automobile accident.

“Accident” refers to an unf or eseerngeneev/Asitt t hat
turns out, most motorcycle "accidents" are not accidents at all. They are planned, deliberate
eventssex cept for the crash! Most motorcycle acci
negligence. You must do your part to stay safe by usingnsiefedriving techniques, but even

S0, you can not control the actions of other motorists.ot her dri ver’ s negl i ge

your life in the blink of an eye. The most common causes of motorcycle accidents include:

e Rider error- Failure to controthe motorcycle, speeding, negligent maintenance,
inadequate training, etc.

e Driver negligence Failure to see motorcycle, failure to yield, etc.

e Inclement weather

e Road hazards/poor road condition
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e Driving Under the Influence (DUI), DWI, Drundtriving

The leading cause of motorcycle accidents generally is the failure of the mototoyphsperly
negotiate a turn.

Theleading cause of multiehicle collisions involving a motorcycle is the failure of the motorist

to see the

motorcyclist.Thus, acritical factor for motorcyclists is conspicuity, or the act of making yourself
noticeable on the road. Wear colorful clothing, use signals and headightsostimportant,

never drive in a car’s blind spot. The safest way to shareettpad ido follow this advice:
AAssume that you ar e,ainmviopieblaed et yoatrhennt motcyrc
Almost 70% of motorcycle accideritsvolving another vehicleccur at intersections because

drivers do not see the motorcycle. Since motces/are smaller, other motorists often misjudge
how fast a motorcyclist is traveling and turn into their path of traaeising an accident. This

can also happen while on the highway when changing lanes or simply coming to a stop in traffic.
Tailgating ncreases the risk of multiple vehicle collisions and motorcyclist ejectspscially

when sudden stops or abrupt lane changes are involved.

Uncontrollable factors like inclement weather can also set the stage for accidents. Inclement
weather and obatles prove more hazardous for motorcycles than other motor vehicles. Be more
cautious when operating your motorcycle during inclement weather, on slippery road surfaces or
when encountering obstacles on the highway. Drivers of other motor vehicles ectedxp use
“caution of care” while driving and should be
safely and responsibly. However, accidents do happen, so protect yourself by being a defensive
driver at all times and in all conditions.

The wost kind of negligence is driving while under the influence of alcohol or diNegsly

half of all fatal single

vehicle motorcycle crashes involved alcohol. Operating a motorcycle requires more skill and
coordination than driving a car. Even the smaldegsbunt of a intoxicatingsubstance can
decrease a motorcyclist’s ability to operate
maximum impairment when on a motorcyclel®eis a statistido illustrate just how deadly

drinking and driving can be, espaity for motorcyclists.

Drivers in Fatal Crashes by Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of 0.01+ and Vehicle Type
(2008)
Passenger Car: 28%
Light Truck: 28%
Large Truck: 3%
Motorcycle: 36%



At Hartman Law Firm, LLCour personal injury attorneys and stafé committed to assisting
motorcycle drivers, passengers and their families cope with the conseqoemosicycle
accidents. We aralso committed to your safety.

Our lawyersoftensee fami i e s’ | i v e s inableqaaterinsuyaecd. We see this o
substantialf more after a motorcycle wretikan in auto collisions. This is because the injuries
and damages in motorcycle collisions result in much more serious injuries with much higher
medical bills and damages. Matiyes thenegligentparty does nohave adequate insurance and
hasno assets to cowamages.he motorcyclist’ s

In the following pagesve ar e going to discuss how you <can
inadequate insurance coverage. We will also igeviding safetytips andtechniques that could
save your life.

BUYING MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE
IN SOUTH CAROLINA:
AN INTRODUCTION

Buying motorcyclansurance is one thing most of us would avoid if we could. Many are

frustrated and intimidated lifie mere questioi Wh at type of i ndAurance do
common reason for this feelingtlsatthere seems to be no eanddriedanswers to the

guestions of what to buy, how to buy it and why you need it. Truth be told ateenat-and

driedanswerdo most motorcycléensurance questionsh€ hard part is finding someone to

explain them to you!

Motorcycleinsurance is mandatory BouthCarolina You camotlegally own or operate a
motorcyclein SouthCarolina without it. People choose insurance companies based on many
factors Typically advice from friends and family play the main role in this decision. Endless
hours are spent searching for that perfect set of wheels, but when it comes to choastog a
insurance provider, everyone tries to get itrovgh as quickly as possible.

Unfortunately, many consumers make hasty decisions just to get it over with, buckling under the
pressue of knowing they must have motorcycle insurance in order to ride

Since motorcyclée nsurance i s a necessity, itwoslofeasy to
mouthwhen selecting an insurance company. Mandatory does not refer

1
to an expectation of submissiofou areincontrol-y ou ar e “ i n litchaly. dr i ver '
You have the right to protect yourself, ydamily and your wallet. Ridingvithout the right
insurance policy would be like ridinglindfolded.



Motorcycleinsurance requirements vary from state to state. This guide is specificallyedesign
to aid you in purchasing motorcydlesurance in the state 8buthCarolina. Ify o u interested

in acquiring motorcyclénsurance in another state, contact the Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) in that state for more informatigor visit www.thehartmanlawfirncomfor helpful tips

on dbtaining motorcyclénsurance in youstate.

For those of you buying motorcydiesurance irSouthCarolina, this guide will prove priceless.
Insurance companies provide you a service of protection. This book is written to educate you
and provide you with the assurance that you, your loved ones, your property and your rights as a
consumer will be prected.

You can’ t r iindSeuthCaroira withoutinsuscesand you can’t start
motorcyclewithout yourkey, right? Think of this book as yoleyto start you out in the right
direction. S 0 o nway tofundinlg your lpexfectineotorcyclmsarangeqalicy.

Knowing your options, what you need and why you need it will make buying auto insurance feel

more like making amvestment. The right motorcyciesurance policy is just that, an

investment in your safet
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SOUTH CAROLINA MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

SouthCarolinainsurance laws designed to compensate accident victims fordessd injuries
obtained inaccidentsnvolving vehicles thelaw requiresall motor vehiclesegistered irSouth
Carolirato be covered by arutomobile lialility insurance policy. Thisnsurance mudte
provided by a comparilicensed ¢ do business isouthCarolina. Itmustremain in effegtwith
continuous coveragentil thevehicleregistration is terminated.

Thecompulsory insurance lais designed for your protéon and is strictly enforcedpsmuch
so that inSouthCarolina, you must show proof of insurance in order to register your vehicle.
Basically, you cannot own or operate a motor vehicledaathCarolinaif you do not have
liability insurance coverage on that vehicleiability coverage pays for bodily injury and
property damage for which any individual covered by the insurance policy is held legally
responsible. Uninsured motoriscoverage is requireevhen the other driver is uninsured.
The minimumcoverage requirements fliability/UM coverage irSouthCarolina are:

$25,000 Bodily Injury for each person

$50,000 total Bodily Injury for all persons in an accident

$25,000 for Property Damage
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A well-rounded motorcyclensurance policy will be a combination of several different types of
coverage. The following section explains the basic types ofageethe different aspects of
liability coverageand other coverage types available to you in additigrour basic primary
auto insurance coverage options.

BASIC TYPES OF MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE COVERAGE

The basic types of primary coverage provideaall range of protection. Witkability insurance
being the only type of coverage requiredwuthCarolina, many assoe this is the only type of
motorcycleinsurance they needlhis assumption often leads to a hawesdlity checklf liability
insurance is all you have, you are paying for insurance that will cover injuries and damages
suffered by othes, but not by you.

If you decide to carry no additional types of coverage, you will not only be paying your

i nsurance premiums, but agesandlepairsdadysuomoeyclp ayi ng
as well as any medical bills or other expengmsincuras a resul t of stjpour acc
choose a weltounded motorcyclensurance policy that includes types of coverage that take care

of the damages to your vehicldong with injuries and losses sustained by you and those

covered by your paty.

Liability

Liability coverage pays for bodily injury and property damage for which any individual covered
by your insurance policy is held legally responsible. Your insurance policy should cover you or
any family member while
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operating your motorcycland may also covemy person using your motorcyaiéth your
consent.

Under this coveraggou will have separate limits of liability per person and per accident. This is
referred to a$split limits.” The minimun requirements described in ghreevious section would

be expresseds 25/9/25, meaning that your polisyould pay up to a maximum of $2®0 for

any one person injured/kan insured driver or up to $B0O for all injured parties combinedan
single accident. In this example, the single limit of liability for property damage means your
policy would pay a limit of $25,000 for property damagmseach accident for which a driver
covered by your policy is held liable.

Thereare three differerispects ofidbility coverage- Bodily Injury Liability, Property Damage
Liability and Supplementary Payments.

Bodily Injury Liability

Bodily Injury Liability coverage pays for injuries and/or damages suffered by others as a result
of an accident for which you or someone covered by your policy is held liable. Damages may



include medical expenses, lost wages, disability, pain and suffasngell as lawsuit
settlements and legal expenses if necessary.

Property Damage Liability
Property Damage Liability pays for damages to property belonging to others involved in an
accident for which you or another driver covered by your policy isrfesjgonsible. These
damages may include auto repairs, the
5
actual cash val ue ( A@Xigleorgpfopettyhaaed obcounse,tegal ndi vi du

expenses, if applicable.

Supplementary Paymenidedpay or PIP

In addition to your stated limits of liability, this type of coverggevides payments for accident

related expenses such as bail bonds, loss of earnings due to court attendance, hearings or trials
requested by your o rr,enargehcl fest didsandiothes expeasesc € pr o v
incurred at the request of the insurance company or companies involved. You should review

your current policy, contact your insurance agent or wigitv.thehartmanlawfim.comto

identify limitations and exclusions regarding this particular type of coverage.

In addition toLiability insurance coverage, other basic primary coverage types ircalligon,
Comprehensive, Medical Payments CoveraggUninsured/Underinsured Motorist Coverage
Insurance coverage options for damages to ymiorcycle include collision and types other
than ollision, commonly referred to asmprehensive. These types of coverage provide
payment for direct and accidehlassof your insurednotorcycleor any automobile not owned
by you that meets the following criteria:

1 Any private vehicle not owned bgptfurnished by, onot available for regular use by you

or any family member while igour custody owhile being orated by you or a family
member.

6
1 Any vehicle not owned by you being used as a temporary means of transportation for your
insuredmotorcycledue to the repair, servicing, loss or destruction of your insured
motorcycle

Collision
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Collision coverage refs to physickdamage to your covered motorcyele a result of an impact
with another vehicle or object. This coveraugg/sfor the lesser of the cost of repair or actual
cash value (ACWf your coverednotorcycle If your vehicle is financed, this coage is

usually required by the lender, but it is not require@bythCarolina law.

Comprehensive

Comprehensive coveragays for the cost of repair or ACY your covered motorcycless any
deductible Losses incurred as a result of the fwilog situations may qualify aomprehensive
claims:

Fallen objects

Fire

Theft or Larceny

Explosions/damages caused by explosives
Earthquakes

Windstorms, hail, water damage

Vandalism

Impact or contact with an animal (i.e., bird, deer)
Glass damage or breakage

=4 =4 -8 _8_4_9_9_°_-2

Comprehensive insurance paysdamages to your insured motorcychsed by someone or
somethimgy other than a
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collision or impact with another vehicle or inanimate objdgasically, omprehensive
motorcycleinsurance coverage pays for evemythollision coverage does not.

Custom Parts
Although collision or omprehensive may pay for a part of your damaged cugéots,you may
need to buy additional coverage if you have additionaistook optionsCheck with your local

agent to see if you may netids coverage.

UninsuredUnderinsured Motorists (UM/UIM) Coverage

Insurance companies and agents doing busine&ssuthCarolina are required to offer
Underinsured Motorist (UIMToverage. You are noequired topurchase this type of coverage.
If you choose not to purchase it, you must reject this coverage in writirgopénCarolina
Department of Insuranc&CDOJ) guidelinesUninsured Motorist coverage is required by law
and is not optional.

Uninaured Motorists (UM) Coverage provides protection when you or another individual
covered by your policy is injured in an accident caused by an uninsured driver. Each state has



different limits which cover youmotorcycleand any damages caused by directtact with an
uninsured vehicle, provided that the motorist is found legally liable for the accident.

Underinsured Motorists (UIM) Coverage provides patibn if you are involved in motor
vehicleaccident involving a driver whose limits of liabilityeanot sufficient enough to cover
losses sustaed by those injured in the motor vehialecident This coverage will pay a
maximum ofthe UIM coverage limitsprovided the at faulnotorist is found to be legally liable
for the accident.

Be aware that yaounsurance company will not provide coverage for any losses, damages or
injuries sustaiad as alirect result of a motor vehichkrcident if you or your legakpresentative
settles any personal injury or property damage lawsuits without the expreesa worisent of

your insurance provider. Visitww.thehartmanlawfirm.corif you have any additional

guestions regarding this particular mattarif you or a lovedne has been injured in a motor
vehicleaccidentare currently dealing with a personal injury claonare involved in a property
damage dispute in need of resolution. Here you may find answers to questions regarding your
situation andnformation onhow to proceed with your insurance claiwhile improving
communication with your insurance provider.

Motorcycleinsurance is designed to protect you and your fellow drivers. You share the
highways and with that privilege, you share the responsibility that comes withngvamd
operating a motor vehicl®rimary coverage options are standard and dedi¢p prowle welt
rounded motorcyclensurance ceerage. The majority of ridecsrry at least one of the optional
types of primary coveragen addition to the requirddbility coverage.

But wait,thee * s mor e ...
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HOW MUCH COVERAGE DO | NEED?

Now that you know the motorcyciesurance requirements 8outhCarolina, you can decide
what other types of coverage are right for you and how much you need.

Some peole buy insurance based on wecsise scenars) worrying about the most extreme

A w h a situatidngd @hers approach buying auto insurance in a more reasonable way and use
logic to examine their available options to formulate a conservative, pranttatcycle

insurance policy.

Insurance compaes already know the likikhood of you being in a motorcycle accident of
your motorcyclébeing stolen, vandalizeat totaled by an act of naturenterwriting guidelines
are built upon this very infmmation. The key to buying motorcyalesurance isa approach it
the right way.

Understanding youswn situation andbeing prepared to discuss what you need and expect with
the insurer when submitting your application will guarantee that you areambygng the
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purchase of youmotorcycleinsurancepoiy i n the right way..your own

Liability

Let’ s start with wh aSouth@aolifa.rSouthCayobna reqnivegoutoh av e i
carry a minimum ofiability insurance consisting of split limits @5/50/25, or in plain English
$25000bodily injury liability, $50,000 total bodily injury for all persons in an accident, and

$25,000 for property damages in each accident.
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Expertsrecommend that you buy enouggdidility coverage to cover your assets. If you own a
home have money investl in stocks antdonds orsavings accounts, or own items that could be
considered assets (i.e., antiques, expensive jewelry,\yeia should think seriously about
protecting thge assets in the event of a i resulting from an gtult accident.

What does this mean to yowXell, supposegou purchase oglthe required minimumidbility

coverage ($2D00) aml you have assets worth $50,000¢du or saneone covered by your

policy isinvolved ina motorcycleaccident and held legally at fault, the etiperson involved in

the accident can go after your assets if their expenses (auto repairs, medical bills, etc) exceed the
amount of your baitl injury liability limit of $25,000.

Basically, they can hire attorneys and come after your propertger@en that your policy
covers or exceedbe value of your assets.

Umbrella Insurance Coverage

Most SouthCarolinians carry very low insurance coverage. Umbrella policies are one way to
guard against losing all you have worked for all your I#& umbrella policy insures you for
liability damages you have to pay over your regaiatorcycle policylimits. Most of the time

an insurance company will make you buy at least 100/300 coverage ($100,000 per person,
$300,000 per accident). Then you can purchase a one million, two million oa three

million dollar umbrella policy to cover your liabiitexposure that exceeds your regular
motorcyclepolicy.

11



For example: Ken buys 100/300 coverage anchidlion dollar umbrella policy. Ken reagnds a brain

surgeonThe surgeon sues and get s a muteaydepoticy wollldbpay |0 n e

$100,000and the umbrella policy would pay $900,000

The cash cost of umbrella coverage is much less than you think. Be slkgooiamsurance
agent to quoterices for different coverage amounts for an umbrella policy. An umbreliaypol
not only covers you for motorcyciecidents but for many other types of negligent acts on your
part that you may b®undliable for.

UM & UIM Coverage

Uninsured Motorist coverage (UMpplies whera driver who has no insurance injures you, then
yourinsurance company will pay you damages up to the limitseotJM coverage you
purchasedSince the other driver has no insurance, your company pays you.

Underinsured Coverage (UIM) will protect you if you get hit by someone who bougt a
amount ofinsurance (say 2509. Your insurance policy will provide payment to you for your
damages up to the amount of UIM coverage you purchased.

Just how much UM/UIM coverage should you buy?
Buy as much as your insurance agent will sell you and as much as you can afford.
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Why?

| represented a young accountant several years ago. HétWwastdrunk driver who had 25/3itnits.

The clientdid not have UM or UIM coverag&@hemost he was ditled to receive was $2800.The
accountant had two baskirgeries missed two years of woakd incurred medical bills and lost wages|lin
excess of $150,000. If the accountant had spent approximately $380.00 more and purchased Ul
insurance, he would have been covered for up to $1,000,000.00.

| see sadtories like this on much too regukabasis. Tis is one of the main reasons wiote
this book, to educat8outhCarolinamotorcycliss abouthow to protect their assets and
themselves from others.

When considering the other types of coverage, eval@ir situation as if you were writing
your own insurance policy. After reading this book, you should easily be able to get an idea of

which types of coverage are important to you and which will prove more beneficial than others.



When deciding on howuch coverage to purchase, make sure you consider how expensive
some of the vehicles on the road are todégng with the inflated costs of medical treatments,
particularly emergency medical services.

Two types that provide the most benefiatoymotarcycleinsurance policy are collision and
comprehensive coverage. Here are a few examples of how to apply these types of coverage to
your situation:
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1 If your past is filled with fender benders and speeding ticket$ you have a long
commute to wirk every day, the probabilityf your being involved in avehicleaccident
is pretty high. If your situation is similarpy should consider buying more collision and
comprehensive coverage.

1 If you drive an older motorcycldave a good drivingrecomdn d / or don’ t dr
are less likely to havgour vehicle totaled in aaccidentbut you may have a higher
chance of having younotorcyclestolen or vandalized. In this cageu may want to
purchase more comprehensive coverage butoiligion.

1 If you have a motorcycllan you must purchase collision anoheprehensive coverage.
The lender requires that its interests are protected if the finamatuicycle is damaged
in anaccident, so both types of coverage are mandatory.

Although exgnsive, collision andamprehensive coverage are well worth it. Think about the
benefits of each coverage option and whether these benefits outweigh the cost of adding the
coverage to your policy.

Each type of coverage added to your policy will affgmir premium. Auto insurance is not an
expense to be taken lightly. Since continuous auto liability insurance is requBedtn

Carolina, you must be sure you will be able to pay your premiums on time and on a consistent
basis.
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One way to ensuriat your auto insurance premiums are affordable is to increase your
deductible. A deductible is the amount you pay for repairs to your vehicle before your insurance
will pay for anything. You can reduce high premiums by choosing to pay a higher teducti

Hi gher deducti bles reduce your premium-by i
of-pocket if you are involved in an auto accident. The higher your deductible, the lower your
insurance premium. If you choose to do this, be suregosider how much of a loss you could
afford if you were to be in aaccident.

Reducing your premium in this way may sound
afford to pay your deductible without putting yourself in a bad spot, youdshaok twice

nc



before taking thi®ption Beingfaced with a claim after amccident can be worse than paying a
higher insurance premium.

Always let your personal financial situation guide you; only you know what you own, what you
need to protect andaest of all what you can afford.

15
Riding Tips
By: James F. Hartman
Thislist demonstrates a keen awareness and respect for théntigkent in motorcycle riding.

Note: The following tips do not represemiaterialtaught by the MSF. They derive from research and
personal experience.
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Five things to do if you are going to run over something

1. Use maximum braking in an effort to stop before you hit it.
2. Wrap all of your fingers around yogrips. Do not 'cover' any levers
3. Roll-on your throttle starting abobalf second before the impachif your weight onto your feet.

4. Roll-off your throttle right after the front tire surmounts the obstagledh shifts weight tahefront
and lengthens thear shocks).

5. Control stop (if you want to) after BOTH tires return to the ground.

Selecting that helmet: 3 Issues with proper fit and 2 reasons to get a skull cap

No two brands of helmets will fit quite the same, despiiadearked with the same sizédisis maybe
more important to note that no two heads are shaped the despée being abl®twear similarly sized
helmets.

There are three issues involved in proper fit:

6. Snugness Your helmet must not be able to tives 'lift' because of the windt should be firm, but not
uncomfortable against your cheeks.

7. Forehead Your helmet must not leave a red mark/indentation on your forehead
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8. Ear holes Your helmet must not be able to fold or even press congtamtyour earsAfter an hour of
wearing a helmet that binds your ears in any,wauy will be in simply awful pain.

Now that your helmet is properly fittedonsider buying and using a skull cap with it. Two reasons:
9. You can wash the skull caputyou cannot wash the helmet liner

10. You can soak the skull cap in water before putting jtamal it will keep you nice and cool on very hot
days

Key rings: Keep them short!

11. Make sure that your motorcycle key is not mounted on a key ring thaoisgsthat it can get trapped
in any way when you turn the handlebars.

Six things to do before you dismount

We all have our own unique way of doing things. Some people, for example, do exactly two things before
they dismount their bikes: they turn oftihignition switch and they put down their side stand.



However there are a few more detaitsdttend tdoefore we dismount our motorcycles, and if we make a
habit of doing them we can avoid some major trouble for ourselves.

12. Use your engine cutoffwitch to shuoff your engine.
Some people seem to think that switch is there for use only in an emergency. Not true. The reason you use
the engine cutoff switch rather than the ignition switch to shut off your engine is because you do not have

to take wur hand dfthe grip in order to do sd:his also builds in an instant awareness of where that
switch is, in case of emergency.
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13. Turn your ignition switch off
Obviously, unless you do thigour lighting system is still on and your battery is discharging.
14. Turn your fuel valve (if you have one) to the OFF position
A stuck needle valve in one of your carbs can allow a great deal of gasoline to leak past it. If a needle
valve should happen to cki while your motorcycle is left in your garage overnight, that leaking gasoline
can cost you your house and your life.

15. Put your side stand dowrand confirm that it is locked in place

After leaning the bike onto the side stapdu have insured thit is stable from side to side before you
try to dismount

16. Turn your handlebars fulbck left.

A motorcycle is several times more resistant to movement when the front wheel is not pointing straight
ahead.

17. Squeeze the front brake lever

If you build these six steps into a habit that you always perform before dismounting, you are serious about
ALL aspects of motorcycle safety.

The ride is not over until you are safely dismounted.

Gassing up? Get off the motorcycle!

The tank is running loyso you pull into a service station next to a pump. Down goes the kickstand. The
next few things you do could save your life
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18. Turn off yourengine



If gasoline were to spill as you bring the nozzle to the,tanks a result of overflovor as you take the
nozzle out of the tank, you risk setting it ablaze.

19. Take your helmet off.

If your helmet is onyou cannot determine if a fire has starésdeasily as you can without it.

20. GetOFFyour motorcycle

For some reasothis step seems to be ignored more often than any éiéing fuel into your tank
while you're straddling the bike is dangerous! If there is a gasolingyspill crotch will get wet. Then

what do you do?

21. Take off both glovesThen eliminate statiby touching the filler cap with one hand and the pump
hose with the other

22. Fill the tank, buNOT TO THE TOP

Gasoline expands as it warms up. Some gas tanks are not sealeghdriftgou fill them 6 the topthey
can easily leak.

23. Do not smok within 20 feet of a gas pump

24. Keep your ignition switch in th®FF position any time your filler cap is off your tank.
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GEAR HEAD GRAPHIC #1

—

One trick | have learned that tends to loosen up fears of leaning for new riders is tioeinaexperience
havingalow center of gravity. That is, | have them imagine a broomstick with a bowling ball fastened on

one end. | ask them to imagine holding that broomstick with one end on the ground and the end with the
bowling ball on it straight it the air. | ask them to tell me how far they would allow the top of the
broomstick to move away from vertical. They understand instantly that you need to keep that brogmstick




standing virtually straight ypr it will fall. Then | ask them the same questiwith the only difference

being that the bowling ball end is on the ground. Clearly the top of the stick can wander very far indeed
from being straight up without fear of losing control of it. This is the 'power’ of having a low center pf
gravity.

Always listen to your inner voice

Advice like 'listen to that inner voice and ACT accordingly' is ost yacuous nexage metghysical
crystatgazing stuff. This rider is deadly serious about it.

25. If you are behind a truck and 'feel' like you should change lactenge lanes.

26. If you feel like you should naide before you start, don't.

27. If for any reason whatever you feel like you would rather end your ride early, end your ride early.

28. If for any reason whatever you feel like you might not be able to make that hard right turn to get out
of a parking lot and onto the feeder road, STOP and wait for that 'moment' to pass. Wait for your mind to

get 'right' before you proceed.

Running late? Take the car

It's a beautiful day. Weather is perfect, traffic is light, you are hamdyou need to get someplace ...
soon. You are late.

The bike is agileand you're sure you can get there faster on the bike than you can by taking the car.

29. Don'ttake your motorcycle, get in your car.

The last thing in the world you should consider doing is taking the bike in this scenario. That would be a
prescription for minimizing the odds of arriving at all. This is the kind of situation that, on the surface,
appears to be an ideal time to takelaebyet it is a perfect example of a situation that can get you in over

your head and into an accident in the blink of an eye.

Filing a "Flight Plan': A very savvy self-defense

30. Before setting off by yourself, tell someone where you are going, hawyoe goi ngandt o ge't
when you plan to return. If you get into an accident 60 miles away from home and do not return, someone
will know where you were going. If you do not retutimey know something has happened. This is a very
savvy defense. Maksure you file the flight plan with someone who EXPECTS you back.
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #2




A BCC
RAKE GEOMETRY

Thought you'd never see a geometry | esson ijn a bo
“ t " &Ahedistance between B and C (nd) G “ t " &hisiwill come up later in the tips.

Be a Christmas Tree, Don't give them any excuse

31. At night you are FAR better off having reflective strips of some kind on your
jacket/helmet/motorcyclian if you are wearing a ligitblored jacket as gmsed to black. Those
reflective strips or patches should be across your upper back and on your shoulders (&itiaggimle)
for best effect.

32. Many years agdhe railroad industry determined that thestlighting arrangement, arttie safest,
was a triangle of forward facing lightsjth the largest, brightest light at the top and two slightly
smaller/dimmer lightsnounted horizontally below i motorcycle can have exactly the same lighting

advantage. If you mount running lights below your headlighi have created that magic triangle. When
seen from the fronyou no longer look like a far distant car. Since nobody expects to see a train coming
toward them on a public road, yoreaecognized for being 'something eldadeed, almost certainly a
motorcycle.

33. You are well advised to remember that engine braking does NOT turn on your brake lights. If you roll
off your throttle while someone is following ypyou should eithelightly use your brakes as well, or
simply double tap your front brake lever to give them notice of your change of speed.

Don't give thermanyexcuse. Insure that they see you.

Attention Limits and Your Radio/ IPod

In any situation in which you mugtcus your attentioryou must at the same time reduce as many
distractions as possible.

34. If you are riding an unfamiliar bike, make sure the radio/tdggeris off and that you do not test any
other limits (such akigh speed or steep lean angles



35. If traffic suddenly increases or becomes 'weird', hit your mute button and reduce speed if possible.
36. If the weather suddenly turns bad, hit your mute button and reduce speed if possible.

Brakes: Their real job is NOT to stop - it is to SLOW the bike

For some reason most motorcyclists seem to think that the job of brakes is to stop their motorcycles.
Wrong!

If all the brakes had to do wasstop youthen all they would have to do is lock your wheels when you
applied them-which isclearly notan optimum use of their enormous power. Indeed, from a safety point
of view, more often than not your challenge when using your brakes, particularly the rear brake, is to
prevent he wheel from stoppindBrakes are made to slow your bike down. A few tipsaking:

37. The use of both brakes together will invariably slow you down more quickly than using just one of
them.

38. The use of both brakes together results in LESS weight transfetldiearusing just the front one,
assuming eqal total brakingorceis applied.

39. Use of both brakes tends to lengthen the life of your front brakes.

40. If you need to stop or slow down on slick or gravel surfaces, the rear brake is just the ticket (in
combination with a v gentle hand on the front gne

41. If you are going less than 20 MPiHen both brakes aedfective (and relatively safe

42. In very slow maneuvers, the use of the rear brake alone often provides added stability and control of
your motorcycle.

You only hit that car if you don't quite stop in time

Stopping a motorcycle as fast as possible requires that you master only a few fundamentals:

43. Pressure SQUEEZE, don't grab, your front brake lever. To stop faster, squeeze harder. Use
your rear (foot) brake as well for maximum braking dfféat NEVER pound on it.

44. Alertness- No matter how fast your reflexes are or how skillful you are with your brakes, if you don't
see the need to stop, you won't.

45. Reflexes- First you need time trecognize a threat and decide to react to it, then your fast reflexes
take over and make the difference.

46. Skill - Underutilizing your brakes is just as dangerous as-alaéng it.



GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #3

If you ride a bigbike that has fallen on its sidarotect your back by pushing it wsing your legs;ather
than lifting it up.

Pre-ride briefing for your new passenger S/he is the BOSS, but you set the rules

47. Before | let a passenger onto my hikbost a briefing witithat personl explain that sodng ashe or
she is on my bike, my passengethis boss.flmy co-rider wantss to slow down or to stdjpr any reason,
we will do so. In other wordshe rider controls the bikevhile the passengepntrols the riderl explain
that it is not my intention to scamey corider, ever,

while he or she is on the bike, but to help my passeamjey the experience

My own personal rules while riding withpassenger:
48. The only thing | want to 'show off' is that riding a motorcycle can be safe and enjoyable

49. | wish to challenge myself with the task of trying to shift gears withaiptssengdreing aware of
the activity (nchead snaps in eithédirection).

50. | want to start and stop with the passenger never quite sure that we have started to move or that we
have come to a full stofi.e., smoothness all around.

Your first passenger

51. Your first passenger should only be an experienced motorcycle Pieleod.

What if you drag a peg?

Most of us do not need to temir ridinglimits, but it still happens that you might someday find yourself
leanirg too far into a curve and hear/fgelur peg stat to drag. What should you do?

There are three things that can be done as soon as you hear/feel a peg scrape:

52. INCREASEthrottle— modestly, to momentarily lift the frame of your bike.



53. Countersteer away from the dragging peg: widen the turn.

54. Shift body weighfTOWARD the dragging pedlHAT IS NOT A MISPRINT.

Each of these actions tends to straighten the bike up. Any one of them will cure the problem and is
sufficient by itself. You camf course, do two or all three of these things at the same time. Shifting your
body weight towards the dragging peg is the safest and most recommended solution.

GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #4

Onewayt 0 make sure your pistwleahyarshody farther towagd the Ppegny gr oun d
would shiftingyour body weight towards the peg held@re is a diagram that on the left shows a
motorcycle that is about to drag a peg in a.t@mthe rightyou can se&hat happens if the motorcyclig
leans into the turn. Notice how the peg lifts.

—

Excessive tire wear: A list of causes

Excessive tire wear and/or cuppiisga problem that most motorcyclists experience over time. Too, often
this is simply theesult of failing to maintain proper tire pressure. However ishiar from a complete
answer Cupping is gghenomenotthat is abslutely normal Excessive cupping or excessive wear on one
side of the tire asompared to the other is n@tere are at kst seven causes of cupping and/or uneven
wear in the front tire other than tire air pressure:

55. Most roads are banked away from the center. Thus, if you ride vertical, the side of your tire closest to
the center of the road wears more.

56. Your tires'scuff when you force a speed change with them. The rear tire scuffs when you accelerate
and when you brake (and every time you ride in a direction othesthaight aheadYhus, it tends to

have evencupping as compared to the front tire (which scuffs when yakéibut not when you

accelerate

57. While alignment is not usually a problem with motorcyeléscan be.



58. Carrying an unevenly divided load (all your tools, jumper cable, etc.) inanfthebag can result in
your riding the biken a position that i®ther than vertical most of the time.

59. Setting youranti-dive control so that it fails to modulate properly between forkaing and bump
responsean easily cause uneven tire wear.

60. If one of your front shocks is defectiyou will experience uneven tire wear.

61. Excessive use of the front brake will result in excessive cupping.

GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #5

Negative
Trail

In the diagram above front tire is about to run over a raised railroad track or an unusually harsh s
bump. What is important to note is that at the moment of contact between the tire and the raised @
the contact patch will be lifted off the ground. At that tine, tire will have created a negative trail. In

need
bject

other words, at that time the steering axis will be behind the contact patch. If the tire is straight, th

N it



should not be a problem. If the tire is turned in any \itapay causette steering to become fidult --
and the handlebars may slap the taakding the rider to the ground.
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #6

The very first lesson | give a person who is moving up to a larger bike is how to dump the bigger

| have them take the bike onto i@agsy area with relatively firm ground. With the engine turned off, |
have them lean the bike slowly over to the Mthat | want them to learn is that there comes a point i
leaning the bike where the center of gravity of the bike will move past thefdigeir tank andthen
most of theweigh of t he Dbi kdowrvlegl’! Al e t dmaose dpehdldiup ‘a bigke.

If the rider triesit canresult inan injury.Decide when yohawe reached that pointhen stop trying to
hold up the bik.LET GO OF THE LOWER GRIPQuickly step on the high peg and step as wide aw
fromt he bi ke as pos sleglasdbe bikeliestowrny our “down”

If you do this correctlyyou will find that youremain standing, one foot on the ground, the othehen t

ike.

high peg, with the bike between yoleigs on its siddMost important, without injury.

Side-stands: What could possibly be said about these?

It is my opinion that motorcyclesike airplanesshould have a ‘walk around' performed before every ride.

During these quick checks you will see the obvious: low tire pressure, damaged
tires, dripping di open luggage, and the likéou shouldalso get in the Hat of checking your oil level.
Dependig on how frequently you ride, | suggest tomgfEVERYTHING (literally).

One part of our machines tends to get overlookechagy riders during our casual checsisr side
stands.

First, let's look at what can go wrong with them.



62. The most obviouprablemis a weak or broken lock spring. With eithgou can end up dragging the
stand as youde, or it will fail to 'lock'into place when you lower, iteaving your bike on its left side
when you dismount.

63. Newer bikes have an interlock switch thdtskihe ignition if you put the bike into gear while the

stand is down. That switch can fail. If you rely on it and don't bother to check that the stand is up before
you drive away, that first left turn can easily send you bouncing over to the rightsaittdrra total loss

of control.

64. Older bikes have a rubber ‘finger' extension at the tip of the stand that will wear over time. The
purpose of that little 'finger' is to grab the pavement before the metal part of the stand itself does and
ATTEMPT to pdl the stand out of its locked position before it hits. There is a wear marker on these
rubber extensionsnd when yours gets worntlze point that no longer functiorisshould be replaced
because it no longer reaches the ground before the tipatéthe side stand will.

65. If, when parked on a level surfageur bike is not leaning heavily on the side st should
adjustit, if possible, so that does. If it is not possible for you to adjust the side stand sufficiently, any
welder can easily do so in a matter of minutes.

Assuming that your side stand is fully functional, there are things you shotdd in order to keep them
from turning dangrous.

66. You should never take a bike down from its center stand while the side stand is down. To do so risks
potential damage to the frame and engine mounts (from shock) and can easily result in tossing your bike
over onto its right side.

67. You shold never simply kick the stand down at your destination and climb off your bike without
VISUALLY checking that it is extended all the way and 'locked' into place.

68. You should never have your shocks so low, or luggage so heavy, or stop on an inhknegiat tso
great that you have to lean the bike to the right in order tdhgedide stand all the way dowit.will not
have sufficient stability.

69. You should never allow a passenger to mount or dismount yoeimiike the side stand is down,
whenyou are off the bikewhenyou do not have both feet on thegnd, orf you are not in neutral

70. You should never rely on the side stand to support your bike by iie&dEs you are parked on a solid
surface.

71. You should never leave your bik@attended in neutral gear with the side stand dowruifaye
parked facing down or uphill. Leave it in gear.



Electrical systems: Common sense advice

Sooner or later you will need to find a failing component, a broken wire, or a short. Qvillyattempt
to add a new device to your motorcycle and have to do some wiring. Following are a set of basics that
seem not to be taught anywhere except by experience:

72. Just because the motorcyciges a 1/0olt battery does not mean that lethal vo#siglo noexist.
Spark plug leads carry many thousands of Volts! Stay away from them.

73. The vast majority of ‘failures’' can be fixed with the simple replacement of agastcularly on
older bikes that use ofgtyle fuses.

74. Crimp connectors ar@ NO-NO on motorcycles. Vibration and weathering will eventually make them
fail.

75. Solid wires are a NANO on motorcycles. Vibration tends to fracture them.

76. Any connector that you can pull apart should be packed with dielectric grease whewe/puit it
back together again.

77. Whenever adding a component use a separate fuse and circuit for it. Do not simplygukoy an
existing circuit.

78. Whenever removing your battery always discanriiee NEGATIVE terminal first.

79. If you smellgasoline, do NOT wtdk on electrical systems!
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Brake lever: Check it before you need it

Before you use your front brake in an emergegioy should insure that it works properly.

80. Just squeeze the lever as hard as you can. No part of thathewdd get within 1/2 inch of your grip.
If it gets closer, then in an @rgency you can catch a fingegpecially if it has a ring on iheneath the
lever, which will limit your ability to stop. In the extreme, where you can cause the lever to attwaly
the grip by squeezing it, you cannot get maximum stopping power from your front brake under any
circumstance.

What is likely wrong if the lever travels too far?

81. Most likely, there is air in your brake fluid. If so, just bleed the system atatesthe fluid.



82. If there is no air in the fluid, then the odds are that the rubber tubing in the brake line is getting weak.
Replace it.

83. Though it is rare, there may be a simple adjustment that establishes lever travel. Readjust it for at least
1/2 inch clearance.

Your life depends on being able to stop quickly. Surely it makes sense kotbhelever before you need
it.

Dry rot: How to avoid it

Keeping your tires in good shape includes constant attention to them, maintaining proper atflation
times, and a little luck in avoiding street hazards. But dry rot is a problem some of our tires seem to
experience, particularly if our motorcycles are not ridden year round.

There are a few simple things that you can do to minimize dry rot:

84. Do not store your motorcycle near electrical appliances. Ozone is generated around electrical
appliances and is primarily responsible for the cracks in your tire rubber.

85. Do not use anything like Armor All on your tires. These products makeilter look nice and clean
and bright blackbut they also rob the rubber of the chemicals they were manufactured with which are
designed to minimize the effect of ozoAad if you get it on the tread, you may experience a loss of
traction, too.

Add $2 when you change a tire and do it right

86. This tip is written to save you both those inconvenience hours and a possible disaster. For an
additional $2 when you next change a tite it right:replace the valve stem too.

Cruise Control: NEVER if the road is wet

87. You may have cruise control on your hilemd you may think it's God's gifh riderswhen you are
out on a long ride and your right hand begins to cramp. But you should pay attention to this bit of advice:
NEVER use cruiseantrol if the road is wet!



GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #7
The art of “owning t he llowergrdphica Manyaimes a drivelilliseetthat| i s
you ae on the right side of the laméhen he or she glso turning righttop drawing) To get a better
jump on green, they will tr yatdredlightaadtuningr g, | ane
remember it aleelstmown thetlamek Afoufnerdto do is bring your motorcydtethe
left side a litte more(bottom drawing)

Hydroplaning Issues: What is it? What to do about it?

Hydroplaning is the result of your tires niog fast across a wet surfas®, fast that they do not have
sufficient time to channel that moisture away from the centtredfire. The result is that the tire is lifted
by the water away from the roaahd all traction is thus lost.

There are two absolutely essential INQ's to remember should you experience the beginning of
hydroplaning:

88. Do NOT apply your brakes
89. Do NOT try to steer in any direction but straight ahead

All roads are not alike: Tourers take note

Those of us that tour with our motorcycles have learned something about the roads acrossryhgaabun
might not be obvioughey are all different.

90. As you cross a county linbe ready for changes in road surface and quality. Slow down and
experience the workmanship and care of the roads in a new county for a few miles before believing that
you can take that next blind curvefast as you are used riding.

Wi



GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #8
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Bikaverticd = feeeeseeee s .

Bike leaned at 45 degrees \

Tomake a slowspeed, shomtadius turn, like a blrurn, you must aggressively lean your bike. Some people
understand t he conc ghstdiagramwill plateavisual bnavbydt negds to beddone.’ t




Electrical storms: Riding out from under them could be a big mistake

If you are out in the open on your bike when lightning flashes begin, and if you can hear the thunder
caused by thosédashes in less than three seconds from when you see the flash, it's time to stop your bike
and get off it.

91. Immediately find low ground, but NOT under a single or small group of trees.

92. Squat on the ground with your legs together, head lowemntanbackbut NOTtouching the
ground. Do NOT lieon the ground.

93. LET YOUR CLOTHES GETWET! In this way, if you are hiby lightningthe majority of the
electricity will follow the moisture of yauwet clothes around your body.

94. Do not get up untithunder following a lightning flash is AT LEAST five seconds after lash
(which meanshe lightning struck more than a mile away).

GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #9




This diagram shows a practice technique you can use émgty parking lot to improve your skill on low
speed turngrind a row of parking lines and approach them. At the end of antimlee a hard right turn
and continue it until you are lined up with another line. Ride that line and at the enuiaketa lard left
turn and continue this weaving back and forth (left/right) as often as yountihyou can ride each
secondine. Thediagram shows riding each thilide, which is what most people can do with a little
practice.This will showyou how far youbike can lean. Ractice makes perfect.

Road construction: When the pavement ends

Riding on crushed rock or anything that ,wesn’'t payv
came across an unpaved road and decided to forge ahead duexoettience level of each rider and
passenger. Adur first stop thereafter we compared notes. Following is what we agreed to:
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95. If you have a passenger who is either inexperienced or who has not developed a profound trust in your
abilities, do nowoluntarily attempt to ride on unpaved roads.

96. Drive in either 1st or 2nd gear so that you can use engine braking as necessary and so that you can use
your clutch frictionzone to precisely control speed.

97. Do not drive slower than about 20 MPH in erdo allow your wheel gyroscopics to help you.

98. Do not drive much faster than 20 MPH so that you can totally avoid using your front brake to slow
down.

99. Do not 'white knuckle' your gripsyou need to ride with a firm grip on the bars, but you rbast
loose enough to prevent transmitting all the instability of the feadtto the rest of the bike.

100. EVERYTHING you do must be done SMOOTHLY.
101. Given a choice, ride in the rightost tire track to keep you away from any oncoming traffic.

The sun’s position

102. Those who are planning rides can save themselves and their riding buddies headaches (literally) and
worse by giving some thought to the sun's position relative to routing. If you're riding eastward, try to do
so in the afternoon or evenisg that the sun will be behind you. If westward bound, set off in the

morning and keep the sun to your back. If neither of these scenarios is possible on your route, plan to take
the Southor south legs of a trip late in the afternoon, and do yourvesstttravel according to the sun's
positioning earlier in the day.

42



Passing without lane change (10 MPH can kill you)

| suggest that any time you are moving faster than about 10 M@Hhm speed of the vehicles you are
passingyou are at significant risk of not having enough time to react to and avoid potential accidents.

It simply is not worth any time you might gain to expose yourself to those kinds of situations
intentionally.

103. If you are in the fast lane and it is traveling at a significantly faster speed than vehicles in the
adjacent lane, get out of the fast lamsove right.

104. If you are in a lane adjacent to one that is restricted for any reason and, thus, yavetingtat a
substantial speed differentiainove left and away from that unnecessary danger.

Riding in wet weather: Some lessons learned

105. When it is drizzling (no depth of standing water on the roadwalg at or near speed limits.
Traction wasNOT a problem, but visibility often was.

106. When you are riding at 65 MPH and anvBeeler is doing 65+ MPH in the opposite direction with
light rain, you can be sure that thatWBeeler is kicking up a MAJOR roostil. That wall of water is
approabing you at 130 MPHWhen you hit it your visibility will be momentarilyreduced to ZERO
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107. That same 18vheeler when passing is going to do more than drop your visibility to zero. That 130
MPH mass of turbulence that you run into WILL abrugliyw your bike down!

108. Because rain, drizzle and muall collect on your windscreeand on your facshield you will not
be able to see through those layers of w&er you mustiook over your windscreen until conditions
change.

109. Altitude andcold are synonymous. If it's raining and cdlten if your direction is to a higher
elevation you are best advised to STOP for the night. If your direction is to a lower eleyeatioare
probably best off continuingour ride.

110. No matter howvell-clothed you are, no matter how many layers, if your hands get tooyoalavill
not be able to safely handle your motorcycle.

111. Keeping your CHEST warm will greatly heip keeping your hands warnvlour body protects its
chest cavity (core) byestricting circulation from your extremities (hands and feet)



112. Crampscan be eliminated almost instantly tywe consumption of GATORADENe always carry
water, and now, when riding in cold weather oghialtitudes, we also caryATORADE.

113. You should always carry a set of rain gear with you even if you don't or won't ride in the rain! It was
so cold coming down from the high altitude of Colorado Springs that Cash was forced to wear at least the
pants of her rain gear (over everything elsedricer to keep her legs warn.viorked wonderfully for

her!
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #10

RETAINING CLIP

The chain used to drive the rear wheel on most motorcycles looks like a pretty simple device. A bunch of
links and rollers, big deal. Right? Recognize the importanpattihg the retaining clip on facing in the
right direction. The closed end of the clip must be facing in the direction of chain movement. If not, there
is heightened risk of it flying off and locking up the motorcislheels.

Accident Management: Help your fellow riders by thinking ahead, being prepared
By: Cash Anthony

After an accident, the people you ride with want to be usdfiie are some tigsr dealing with an
emergency situation.

45



114. Carry a cellular phone when you ride, if possiltf you don't have one, ask who in the group has
one and where on the bike riderit is kept.If the bike goes down, you may end up many feet from its
final position. Putting your cell phone in your pocket makes better sense.

115. Carry legible IDand keep it current. If you've moved since your driver's license was issued, you can
get a ticket for failing to update-it as well as cause confusion about such basics as "where does she
live?"

116. Carry a list of medications you take routinedpd keep it current. List allergies or medical
conditions that EMS techs/doctors need to know about to treat you.

117. Carry a list of persons to contact and their current telephone numbers, including area codes. If those
living with you are likely to be hard t@ach, or you live alone, friends who ride with you should be able
to figure out easily who to call from information on your bike or your person.

Elbows: Your biological shock absorbers

In order to allow these shock absorbers to wgoki must not lockhem. That is, you must droop your
elbows while you ride. By drooping thegou accomplish the following:

118. They remove pressure from the wrists and allow a Igmgere comfortable ride

119. They stop the transfer of froend instability to the resif the bike
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120. They minimize the transfer of load to the framd during hard braking (leaviiigower and farther
to the back of the bike)

2 Ways to protect your lower back

It seems that the older | gé&te more people | know who have lower back problems, including myself.
Following are a couple of tips that address the lower back. The first may be obvious to most of you, but
the second may come as a surprise.

121. If you have a backrest or just a sedttwa modest riser in it you shouBEND FORWARD

BEFORE HITTING A BUMR Note that this is in addition to putting your weight on your foot pegs.
When the rear wheel goes over a bugmur backrest can hit your lower back as if it was a baseball bat if
you b not get away from it.

122. Wear a good set of leather chaps! These are constructed in such a way as to provide a sturdy wide
leather band covering the lower back. When you are in a sitting positiswide band of leather
provides an amazing amountlofver back support.
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #11

Lane width = 12 feet
90 degree turn has maximum radius of 40 feet
At 23 MPH that's 0.9 g's (lean angle of 41 degrees)

/ ~40 feet

‘-_-—

In this diagram, bservethat the fastest possible speed throaglghtturn is about 23 MPHThis is
considering the lane width is 12 feet and your lean angle is at 41 degrees. Something to think abg
you go hot into a turn.

ut before
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First Aid Kits: Does yours need a check-up?

Do you carry a First Aid kit on your bike? If so, wherthie last time you took a look inside? Many riders
probably carry kits which were purchased to meet a perceived safety requirement (or to qualify for a safe
riding badge), but if you don't know what your First Aid kit contains, you may be unpleasantigesirpr

if you ever need to use it.

123. Your First Aid kit needs to have a really good pair of scissors in it, to cut away (thick) clothing.

124. Every rider should carry a pair (several pairs is best) of latex gloves to be used in case of an accident
where blood is spilled.

125. A good First Aid kit should have a number of triangle bandages in it, which can be easily made from
inexpensive muslin purchased at any fabric or discount departmernt-dtgog mine for abou$.99 a

yard. These pieces should large enough that you can make a sling from them, or fold them to use as a
pressuregpoint type bandage, or put them on a head injury to hold other bandages into place

126. I've also seen very few kits that have anything like enough sterile gauzefpadsnéed to put
pressure on a bleeding wound, you'll go through these items fast and will want enough to add another
clean one often.

127. It is helpful to have a bottle of filtered or distilled water in your kit. This can be useful in case of
broken boes, eye injuries, cleaning out other minor injuries, and for dehydration

128. In the case of very bad head injuries, it's not unusual to have substantial eye injuries. Unfortunately,
eyes can come out of
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place on impact. The recommended First Aid in this situation is to have a cup (like a clean Styrofoam
cup) available to contain the damaged and displaced eye, and to strap that cup onto the face with a
triangle bandage awvith a roll of gauzeThenyou should bandage the other;injured eye so that it

cannot see, as it will cause great confusion and distress to the injured rider if one eye is trying to function
without the other being in its normal position.

129. Most simple First Aid kits contaisome kind of antiseptic ointment or cream. These can be useful
for minor sunburns or insect bites, but they should usually NOT be used saraus injury.

When you reach for that First Aid kit, you'll be better prepared if you know what's in it antb huse it.
Take some time to look at what you're carrying on your bike, to see if it's what you really need.

After The Accident: Just because they're standing doesn't mean they aren't hurt

You've just come round the bend and seen your riding partreeatsérious slide, tumble or even impact.
However, before you are able to stop your pykeir friend is back on their feefYou breatlk a sigh ¢



relief.
There are a number ohportantbut not obvioushings to remember in this situation.

130. The casualty's body will be pumped full of adrenaline. It is quite possible that without this adrenaline
he or shavould not everbe able to move. However, at thiisie their condion will be deceptive, as the
rider will appear remarkably alert, strongychhealthy.
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131. Injuries are not always apparent. The casualty could be conscious and coherent, but still suffering
from a number of dangerous and Jifereatening injuries such apinal damage, internal bleedjmy
even concussion.

132. Thecasualty willoftenbe confusedwill not accurately remember what just occurraad will not
be able to make clear decisions. Therefore, | would recommend the following for all but the most trivial
of falls:

133. Immobilize the casualty as quickly as piide to prevent aggravation of any spinal injury. If
possible place some sort of support collar around the rider nfehe kder isdtill wearinga helmet
DO NOT REMOVE IT,and do not let the casualty remove it.

134. Send for an ambulance as quickly as possible, despite whatever pleas the casualty may make to the
contrary. Do not call friendselatives etc to givethe injured persoa ride. An ambulance will provide
the safest ride to hospital, particularly if th&s@ny undetected spinal damage.

The following addition to this Tip was provided by an EMT and volunteer firefighter who has worked
many motorcycle accident scenes.

135. One thing to be prepared fat an accident scene involving a motorcysléhatriders that have
crashed and gone undéetomeunconscious) often are very claustrophobic when they wakendphey
want their helmet removed NOWo not let them convince you to removglitless there is a medica
need to remove iThe medical reasarto remove a helmet are limited to situations involving blood loss
that must be stopped, or a loss of consciousness where the injured person is not breathing. If it is
necessary to do CPR, it MAY be necessary to remove a helmet first. Many situajioringeCPR no
longer require breathing
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assistance to keep a heart working. Instead, manual palpitation alone may be the best response. Check
with your local Red Cross or other emergency training provider.

136. The point is to look at what we célechanism of Injury. If a rider lowsides and does not flip, well
and good They may escape with minor abrasioBst if they highside, flip, or hit something, then they
need to be seen by a doctor. Only amay can really rule out spinal damage. The lest to getan

injured riderto a doctor is by ambulance (not by you), because an ambulance has oxygen aifd-other |
saving equipment on board.



Leathers really are worth the price

In colder weatherthe odds are that you have begun wearing leather emapseavier jackets. Though
pretty expensive, there's ample proof that these provide far more than protection from the cold.

137. In studies of 'survivability' of various materials to a BPH ride on asphalt
Denim lasted 4 feet

Kevlar lasted 18 feet

Motorcycle Quality Leather lasted 86 feet

[The tests were reported in the September 1988 issue of Cycle magazine.]
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #12

You have just entered an intersection at 30 MPH and notice that a vehicle is about teeenter t
intersection from the left will not, cannot, stop in timeand unless you do something fagiu
are going to collide. Turningway from a hazard (swerving) 'feels' like the right thing to do. But
if severe braking or acceleratirequired you wantthat bike vertical t@avoid loss of control.




And, as showmbove swerving consumes potentially ligaving distance. Being vertical and
moving in a straight line moves you further out of the way
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GEARHEAD GRAPHIC #13

Clutch Lever

1 - Fully disengaged

2 - Fully disengaged

3 - Start of Friction Zone
4 - Fully engaged)

5 - Fully engaged

/ - Friction Zone

Copyright (c) 2006 by the Master Strategy Group
WWW.msgroup.org

The friction zone is thgpart of the clutch lever travel from where the clutch just starts to engage unt
fully engaged. In the picture abqveis the range between 3 and 4. If you constantly stall or have
awkward/erratic (jumpy) starts when you operate the clutch,lthea the problem is that you are
releasing the clutch lever too quickiMoreto the point, you are failing to hesitate while in the friction
zone (béwveen 3 and 4 in the diagram) totleé engine speed and rear wheel speed synchronize befq

ilitis

re

easing thalever all the way out.
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Preemptive Learning: Learning before you need to is the key to behaving properly in a crisis

Even if you have been riding motorcycles for 20 years, when you get up on a newrekinat you
have never ridden befor&eVERYTHING is different.



138. Do some parking lot practice a cdamf days before so that you get the feel ofitfakes and the
steering geometry of the new bike. Ngau arebuilding muscle memory by learning the little things
ONE AT A TIME - thatyou needo know sooner or later.

Make skill development fun

Here is the problem:

You are the safety officer for your chapter of the XYZ Riders Graod you have observed that many

members of the group have inadequate riding skildl
slow speeds, some cannot make a slow speed turn without going very wide, braking skills are marginal
(usually involvingoveru s e of the rear brake), and some don’t

riding discipline.

What can you do about it when you cannot get them to participate in either an advanced MSHclass or
chapter sponsored practice sessions?
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Suggestion:

139. Announce that there will be periodicGAMES EVENT in which winners of various categories of
game events will receive chapter awards of some kind. Then, tell the group that ito @mksurehat

WE don’t embarr ad aurfriends @& significans othergou Wilkhoshseveral GAME
EVENT practice sessions throughout the year that will give everyone a chance to learn some tips &
techniques for WINNING the vius events.

Group riding: Get organized

Prior to anygroupride, host a "rider's meeting" during which we the following

140. Reviewthe destinatiomnd what routgou aretaking

141. Describe howto handle lane changing and what to do if the group splits.apart

142. Specify which channeain the CB will be usgand that ALL WILL USE hansignals as well
143. Demonstrate and explain each haighal we use

144. Determine the riding experience of everyone that is new to the.group



145. Assign (to new people only) 'SLOT' positions that they are to ride inthatdrag bike is satisfied
with their abilities to handle their bikes

146. Invite all the riders to do a 'walk around' their bikes to insure all is in;aaddrthen to take a quick
look at the bikes on either side of thdor the same reason
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As a resulbf this meetingthere is no doubt who the Road Captain is and hisairher expectations are
of the group Authority is established and agreedtovirtue of the participaniserforming these prade
checks as requested, agetting into staggered formation.

Joining a group: Never while it's moving

How do you join a group that you don't know? Can you just catch up with them and get in line? Must you
have the same kind of nocycle they are riding? Will they get all bent out of shape if you join them

without an invitation?

Besides the obvious facts that the group is riding together, that it has a destination, and that there is some
(however brief) history that they sharethveach other, there remain some other realities that you should
realize at this point:

147. The group may have one or more members in it wi@re drunk or on drugs.

148. The group may be out looking for trouble.

149. The group may just have experieddrouble with someone else trying to join them, uninvited or
otherwise.

150. The group, despite appearances, may have no idea whatever how to ride safely as a group.
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Thus, it makes very little sense to join an unfamiliar group, even if yonaslage to make radio contact
with them.

But since that is what you would like to do, consider doing it as follows:

151. If you have a C.B., trjo make radio contact with them if you can and ask where they are going. If it
becomes clear that yauwould be velcome to join thenfjnd out where they plan to make their next stop.



152. If you are unable to make radio contact with the grthgn you have no alternative but to attempt to
join them at their next stop, wherever tlsat

153. At the nextstop is wha you introduce yourself to the group. Park your motorcycle somewhere in
sight of the others, but NOT as if you are already a part of the group. Make your approach to the first
member of the group that appears willing to engage you.

If welcomed to the gnap, have a good time, don't press your dkilel to 'keep up', accept the prime
directive (NEVER HIT THE BIKE IN FRONT OF YOU"), and make some good friends.

Groups of two: Lead rides in the left or right track?

You and your frienar spousere out fo a ride on your separate motorcycles. One of you is more
experienced, one of you is more skillgabssibly the same person. Which of you takes the lead? Which
track of the lane does that person ride in?

Let's start with a pair where one of them is esakyna newbie.

154. Y our most experienced rider in tliase belongs in the lead. Thibecause it is the lead biker's
responsibility to establish speed, select travel lane, navigate, and encounter trouble first.
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155. In the case where the le@stperienced rider is noew to riding in groupghen either of the
motorcycles may take the lead position.

156. In the case wherBOTH riders are inexperienced at ridileadbut are reasonably skilled riders,
either can take the legblut it should be fronthe left track of the lan&roupspacing should be doubled.

157. In the final cas where both are inexperienced at riding laad are relatively unskilled riderthen
they are well advised NOT to ride as a group. If they intend to ride 'togétieerthey should do so in
single file with twice the normal group spacing between them.

Tips for little riders of big bikes: The balls of your feet will tell

If you are thinking of moving up to a bigger bike, these 10 points may help you enjoy the move.
Remember, when moving up a sigeu have to learn everything over again.

158. No matter how many miles you have behind you on a smaller bike, don't assunam yae @
bigger one on the street without practicing on a parking lot first.

159. If you can flatfoot one side and have 'ball of the foot' control on both sides of a big bike, you can
probably ride it afely under most circumstances.

160. Since the feaof dropping a big bike needs to be overcome early, assuming your bike has sufficient
guards on it to prevent damage, you may want to take it onto a grassy area and practice dropping it gently
from a standstill a couple of times in order to learn the astasfding on the high peg and stepping away

from the bike with your other le@his exercise is intended to make sure you dendtup underneath it.

Major lesson to learn: Let go of the lower grip before it pulls you into the ground!
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161. Before you take your big bike on the road for the first time, sit on it and learn where all the controls
are, even the ones you don't think you will neeslifymute' button, for example).

162. When you stop a big k& on an incline across your lane, put your foot down on the HIGHER side
only at first, and reach very carefully with your foot for the lower side. If you have to, you CAN hold that
big bike up with one kg for a very long period. Aftall, its weight ison the tires, not carried by your leg

If you put your foot down on the lower side first, you may 'shegt the bike and drop it.

163. When turning a big bike at slow speeds, a tiny amount of pressure on the rear brake can help you
maintain control of te degree of lean you want. NEVER forget to look through the turn!

164. To get a big bike off the side stand when it is leaning so much you can't easily pick it up, grip the
front brake and clutch levers securely (whether the engine is running or not)simthe bike
FORWARD as you try to bring it upright in one smooth movement.

165. Be sure before you take your big bike on the road that you don't haviegsmain geaior chaps
which will tangle on the pexpas you put your feet down at a stop.

166. Just because it's big doesn't mean it won't lean smartly. If your engine will dependably carry you
through a curve with power, you'll be able to lean a bigger bike just as much as a turn requires, with
normal skills, at prudent speed. This is a matteoafidence and parking lot practice.

167. If the wind seems to be buffeting a big bike more than the little bike you used to ride, try to relax and
know that your wheels are securely under you. The weight of the big bike will

60
tend to keep the rubbenahe road in the absence of crisis braking, even if you have to lean

168. You will soon get past the feeling that you are 'flying a 747" or that the big beast 'wants to go faster',
although those are common reactions when you get on a bigger bikék&iddnd to have smoother
engines and a somewhat different gear ratio from your smaller ride. Once you do get the hang of it, and
after that magic 'click’ in the mind that tells you you're really RIDING this thing, remember to relax and
enjoy yourself- and now and then, when you feel comfortable, to wave at your admirers!

Moving from scooters to motorcycles

Look around youand you will find that there are a lot more scooters on the road than there used to be.
And if you look closelyyou will see thamany of those scooters are no longer small, underpowered, fit
only-for-a-shortcommute machines. There are magooters out there that can easily handle a #ile
freeway trip, safely and with comfort.

And where do you think the owners of those rreodoters will go when they outgrow them? To
motorcycles, of course. And many scooter owners are gashghat.

Here are a few things to think about for anybody who is considering a move up frootex sc@
motorcycle or who igntirely new tanotorcycles.



169. The two controls on a motorcycle which tend to save lives are the clutch lever and the front brake.
170. The two controls on a motorcycle which tend to cost lives are the throttle and the rear brake.
171. You should MASTER the ones thand to save lives before learning the subtleties and limits of the
two that tend to cost lives.
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172. In order to REGAIN control of a motorcycle that is out of control (because of a popped clutch, for
example), you must SQUEEZE BOTH LEVER8nmediately, instinctively, without any lost time
thinking about it!

173. With an automatic transmissipas many scooters hay@au CAN apply max throttle antax
braking at the same timeo¥ CANNOT disconnect the engine from the rear wheel.

With a motorcycleyou carapply both full throttle and full brakes, but you can ALSO totally disconnect
the engine from the rear wheel via the clutch lever.

Demo rides: Can you admit your limits?

Suppose you go to a motorcycle rally and a manufacturer has shown up with some demo bikes to ride.
You are 'in the markefor a different bikeso you decide to take one of those bikes for a test ride. Your
co-rider wants to go with you on that ride. Gooda@

The odds are that you have years of riding experience behind you if you are at a motorcycle rally, but how
relevant is that experience?

174. Five years of dirbike experience does not relate well to handliii@@pound touring bike out on
thestreet.

175. No matter how many years of riding a twuteeled motorcyclgou have that experience does not
relate well to handling a thregheeled machine at any speed faster than about 10 MPH.

176. You may well have a great deal of experience (and s$latidling city street riding, but handling a
motorcycle on a freeway requires very different skills and techniques.
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177. Living and riding on the flatlands does not prepare you well for dealing witktribets of San
Francisco or the mountains in Colorado.

178. Just because you can handle a Honda with 'your eyes closed' does not mean that you will be familiar
with the controls and feel of a BMW.

179. If your only experience in carrying a-cier is ona touring machine that is specifically designed for
that purpose, then you should not assume that you are well prepared to carry a passenger on a sport bike.

If you intend to demo ride a new bikeQ IT SOLQ
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY GUIDELINES

We recognize that while riding motorcycles is a popular and enjoyable pastisnasi
dangerous. Operating a motorcycle requires proper training and a great deal of skill and
knowledge. Although a motorcycle is a motor vehicle, drivingradidg a motorcycle is much
different fromdriving or riding in a car or truck. Motorcycles provide little protectimaking
proper training and skill essential for protection. If you, a frienafamily member are a
motorcyclistor are thinking of becoming one, look into your state laws regarding motorcycles
and motorcycle operation. By making sthatyou or a loved one is properly trained and
licensed to operate a motorcycle, you are doing your part to prevent accidentamenihg.
Knowing how to protect yourself while riding can make a world of differenteanwaybeing
involved in a motorcycle accident can affect your life, family and fuingays remembethese
coresafety guidelinesTheycan serve as an aid to ensyou are ready to ride safely and
securely.

1 Attend a motorcycle training course andobtain a valid state motorcycle
endorsement or motorcycle license

1 Choose a motorcycle that “fits” — You should be able to platiee balls oboth feet on
the ground whn astride the motorcycle.

1 Before hitting the roadyractice driving the motorcycleExperience is a plus!
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1 Do not ride in a car’s blind spot. Assume you are invisible to other drivers and practice
defensive driving.

1 Never ride without a helmet! Weaing a motorcycle helmet is the single most critical
factor in preventing and reducing the risk of head trauma. Motorcyclists who wear
helmets report significantly lower incidents of head and neck trauma. Motorcycle helmets
can also reduce the severityiojuries in general.

1 Wear eye protection to ensure good vision while riding. Wind, dirt, rocksad other
debris can all affect your vision.

1 Wear heavy boots, jackets, pants and gloves made from durable materials such as
synthetic fibers or leather. This protective gear can greatly reduce abrasions, lacerations
and other injuries that may be sustained in a motorcycle accident.

Choose highly visible colors like yellow, orange or brighed tomake yourself more
visible to other motorists.

1 Use signals and headlights day and night.
1 Never drive or ride under the influence of any drugs, alcohol or any other substance

that may slow your reaction time, affect your judgment or hinder youtyatolloperate a
motor vehicle, especially a motorcycle.
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1 Always treat other motorists with courtesy and respect.

i Take a roadside assistance course.

1 BE SAFE.

CONCLUSION

Thanks for taking the time to read this book. Mé@e you have gained some valuable
information onhow to purchase motorcycle insuranc&outhCarolina and picked up some
riding tips that will keep you safeEvery reasonable effort has been made to ensure the
information containé in this material igorrect.

It is not possible, however, amldress every conceivaldguation question or concern that
consumers may have regarding motorcycle insurance and other related topics in one publication.



Additionally, laws change and specific fact situatiamsy require the application of a different
act of law Forthis reason, you may want to consult an attorney.

If you have specific questions or need something fuekplained, call 843-277-63610r visit
www.thehartmanlawfirm.comsubmit your questions and/or requeatsd an attorney or
representative frorhlartman Law Firm, LLGwill respond within 24 hours.

At Hartman Law Firm, LLCwe believe it is our duty as lawyers to educate and provide you, the
consumerwith
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helpful information from a souecyou can trust, free eharge and with no obligation. If you are
interested in obtaining additional materials on this and other related, topitgou simply have
guestions and are in need of sensible ansywisitwww.thehartmanlawfirm.coror call 1843
277-6361 Through our websitee reach out in hopthat each and every member of the public
will be informed and aware of their rights and responsibilities.

Hopefully this information has made you feel more comfortable about discussing motorcycle
insurance. This book highlighted a few areas of key information to assist you with your
motorcycle insurance purchase while reducing the frustration thatyusaales along with the

task. Weruly feel that education can considerably reduce frustration and prevent intimidation.
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HARTMAN LAW FIRM, LLC

Contact Information


http://www.lawyernc.com/
http://www.lawyernc.com/

Phone: 1-843-277-6361
Fax: (800) 5469720

Website: www.SCBikeAccidentsom

Blog: www.Southcarolinalawyerblog.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/hartmanlawfirnall

Twitter: www.twitter.com/hartmanlawfirm
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