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Planning is at the heart of Kent’s recovery

With attention focused on housing delivery and the future 
of our town centres and high streets, DHA’s team has 
worked closely with developers and local authorities to 
help translate their vision into planning reality. 

While Local Plans will inevitably be aimed at delivering the 
big housing numbers demanded by Government, local 
authorities and investors are also looking at how Kent’s retail 
and office space and public transport can be sustained. 
As a result, repurposing, renewing and reinvigorating our 
communities – big and small – is top of the political and 
economic agenda: 

Ashford Infinity 
Infinity Ashford, a major residential scheme in the heart of 
the town, has been given the go-ahead. DHA acted on behalf 
of A Better Choice for Property Ltd and successfully secured 
permission for the 16-storey building offering 207 apartments, 
as well as nine townhouses fronting the River Stour. Designed 
by Canterbury-based On Architecture, Infinity Ashford also 
includes three commercial units and a rooftop restaurant.  
It is located opposite Ashford International Station.

Medway landmark to be repurposed  
DHA also secured permission for Medway Development 
Company to redevelop the landmark 1970s Mountbatten 
House in Chatham. No longer viable as an office, the 
12-storey building will bring forward a minimum of 160 
apartments in the heart of the town centre. 

With the building’s size and relatively good condition, 
and demolition not viable, the design-led proposals will 
transform Mountbatten House. A new extension, including 
a rooftop function space plus an architectural wrap to the 
old bus station frame and new public realm, will reinforce 
Chatham’s position as Medway’s ‘town centre’.

Meeting housing need 
Across the county, many local authorities are struggling to 
meet their housing allocations and demonstrate housing 
land supply. There is the growing realisation that many draft 
Local Plans will need to consider releasing green belt land  
for development.

Despite large swathes of green belt and AONB across Kent, 
DHA’s team has delivered a healthy pipeline of planning 
permissions after successfully demonstrating that each 

presented ‘very special circumstances’ – the highest bar to 
clear in planning terms. Many landowners and developers 
continue to treat green belt sites with a high degree of 
caution or pass on them completely. However, despite the 
challenges of the pandemic, DHA has secured permission 
for multiple major development proposals in the green belt, 
with more than half gained under delegated powers. 

One recent permission is Fidelity International’s Oakhill 
House campus in Hildenborough. Unable to secure a 
new business tenant, Fidelity worked directly with DHA 
to demonstrate the only viable option was for residential 
re-use. Full planning permission, under ‘very special 
circumstances’, was secured for Berkeley Homes to convert 
the existing commercial buildings, including new build 
homes, to contribute to unmet housing need.

Meeting housing need 
Green belt permissions have not just focused on new 
homes. DHA secured approval to convert and replace 
2,600m² (27,986ft²) of old farm and agricultural buildings for 
The Hatchery at Preston Farm, Shoreham. The new business 
seeks to create a high-quality rural business work hub with a 
community focus – and support the local rural economy.

For further information on DHA’s planning services visit 
www.dhaplanning.co.uk or call 01622 776226.Proposal for Infinity Ashford residential development.
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Springhead Park Primary School, a new two form entry school at 
Ebbsfleet.
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For over 35 years DHA has provided expert Town Planning guidance and advice on all 
aspects of the planning system, maximising the value and potential of property.

www.dhaplanning.co.uk          01622 776226          info@dhaplanning.co.uk
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