
Proposal for the new Swanley work hub and homes currently under construction.
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West Kent

Sevenoaks
Sevenoaks is a positive place for business with a council 
committed to supporting the commercial sector. The District 
provides an environment where start-up survival rates are 
high and a choice of business property with co-working 
spaces in town centre and rural locations. Thanks to a 
partnership of landowners and the Council, Sevenoaks is  
set to benefit from significant new commercial space in the 
near future.

Sevenoaks is one of the very best-connected areas in the 
country. With the M25 and M20 motorways and extensive  
rail lines, you can reach the capital in less than 30 minutes 
with seaports and airports also within easy reach. It is home 
to some of the best schools in the country and is fortunate  
to have a highly trained and educated local workforce.  
The area offers work-life balance and is increasingly 
becoming the choice for those who want an attractive  
and desirable place to live and work or invest. 

Sevenoaks District Council is a multi-award winning council, 
having previously won the Guardian Public Service Award 
and numerous sector awards. Within local government, 
Sevenoaks is known as the first financially self-sufficient 
council in the country. The Council pioneered the 10-year 
budget and a successful property investment strategy, which 
aims to stimulate development and regeneration. 

Swanley
Swanley is currently an area of focus for the Council. The 
town is just 26 minutes from London Victoria by rail and 
next to Junction 3 of the M25. The Council recently started 
work on a business hub network, providing co-working 
space and support to entrepreneurs – all a short walk from 
the station. The development has electric vehicle charging 
points, energy-saving air source heating, cycle facilities 
and a wildlife-friendly garden. New homes are included in 
the development, which forms part of the wider plans to 
regenerate the important gateway to the town.

The business hub network will be supported by an innovative 
online platform which will offer expert business support 
and advice, training and skills and leading industry research. 

These premises will deliver a ‘gym-style’ membership of 
flexible work space, a mix of desk hire, meeting rooms and 
collaborative working areas. It will benefit business start-ups 
and self-employed to establish a base and larger businesses 
seeking regional hubs for homeworking staff to meet 
regularly. This initiative is in recognition of the trend towards 
more flexible and hybridised working. 

Another major project is a new, £20m state-of-the art 
Swanley leisure centre, which will open in January 2022. 
Swanley’s renovated train station also opened in 2021,  
part-funded by money secured by the Council. 

Sevenoaks
The Council is currently leading on plans to regenerate 
Sevenoaks town centre. In 2021, permission was granted 

to redevelop the former Tesco site in the High Street. The 
£40m investment will bring nearly a thousand square metres 
of retail and commercial space, improved public areas and 
much needed housing. Plans are being drawn up for further 
regeneration of the area east of the High Street to provide 
more business space, public facilities and new homes.

Planning permission, subject to a legal agreement, has also 
been approved to redevelop part of the historic Fort Halstead 
site just outside Sevenoaks. This large-scale application 
includes nearly 28,000m² (301,390ft²) of business space 
including a new mixed-use village and up to 635 new homes.

For further information: 
Economic Development and Property Team 
www.business@sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Mill Yard, West Malling.

Proposal for housing by Anchor, Kings Hill.

38

Tonbridge and Malling
Supporting sustainable economic growth that benefits all 
is a key component of the borough’s recovery plans and 
future vision. In January, the Borough Council adopted an 
Economic Recovery Strategy 2021-2023 that sets out a vision 
and a range of actions after a sustained period of challenge. 
Actions proposed over the next couple of years include:

• supporting town centres and helping independent retailers
• measures to help support people into employment
• promotion of the borough
• business support and finance
• enabling the delivery of key strategic investment projects.

Strategic sites
Work is now well underway at the East Malling Research 
Station to completely transform the scientific research 
facilities and strengthen the competitiveness of the UK 
horticulture, food and drink industries. The project is being 
led by NIAB EMR, with the backing of the East Malling Trust. 
The new Advanced Horticultural Technology Zone will 
include new science buildings, state-of-the-art glasshouses, 
energy facilities and related infrastructure. Funding has 
been secured from government’s ‘Strength in Places’ 
Fund, complemented by a matching contribution from 
the East Malling Trust along with Local Growth Funding/
Growing Places Funding via the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership. 

Top logistics developer, Pannatoni secured permission for 
up to 176,515m² (1,900,000ft²) of flexible Grade A industrial 
and logistics space at the former Aylesford Newsprint site in 
April. Pannatoni Park Aylesford is a 36ha (90acre) site, close 
to Junction 4 of the M20, and is a £180m investment in high 
quality, sustainable industrial development, infrastructure, 
parking, landscaping and access, including a new £7m link 

road. The development is expected to be completed by 2024 
and will create around 3,000 local job opportunities. 

Work commenced in May on the new Tonbridge Trade 
Park, a £20m investment which will deliver around 9,290m² 
(100,000ft²) of modern industrial space. It is a joint venture 
between Chancerygate and Hines to be completed by the 
end of 2021.

Borough Green Gardens comprises up to 3000 new homes, 
and will deliver other benefits including jobs, attractive 
green space, a relief road for the existing village, cycle routes 
and public transport improvements as well as new schools 
and community facilities. Part of the national Garden 
Communities Programme the site will be delivered with a 
considered approach to design, layout and landscape setting 
to meet the government’s garden community principles. 
Work has been ongoing over the last 18 months. Lead 
consultants have been appointed for the development brief 
to provide a detailed framework to support delivery and will 
include a vision, objectives, constraints, opportunities and 
expectations. It is anticipated that the Borough Council will 
formally consult on the draft brief later in 2021 to be adopted 
alongside a new Local Plan in due course. 

Town centres 
The Borough Council is nearing completion of its Shopfront 
Improvement Scheme which has seen over 30 projects. 
Grants of up to £5,000 per shop unit have been allocated 
to support retailers to carry out improvement works to 
premises. A key project was Mill Yard in West Malling, which 
received a grant of £10,500 across a number of units to 
support new signage, branding and frontage improvements.

Infrastructure 
Over the years, the Borough has benefited from a wide range 
of key infrastructure investments which includes motorways 
and A-roads, improvements to rural broadband provision 
and flood mitigation measures. Supported through DEFRA, 
the Local Growth Fund and other partnership funding, 
work on increasing the capacity of the Leigh Flood Storage 
Area and Hildenborough Embankment Scheme remains 
on course. In early 2021, the Environment Agency secured 
permission for the works and are also progressing Ministry 
approval to increase the maximum stored water level. An 
application will be submitted for the Hildenborough works 
later in the year. These works are currently scheduled to 
complete in autumn 2023, subject to approvals.

Kings Hill
Kings Hill is a long-established major flagship business park 
and residential community led by a partnership between 
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1887 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells.
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Liberty/Prologis and Kent County Council. The residential 
element continues to expand and evolve with a further 
major suite of residential land sales of Phase 3 and Phase 5 
to Bellway Homes. In changes to the commercial holdings 
Kent County Council has increased its freehold ownership 
investment in office space at Kings Hill.
 
With climate change at the top of the agenda, the County 
Council is looking at the most effective methods to achieve 
low carbon, and where possible, neutral energy sourcing, for 
its own substantial property portfolio. Roof top solar panels 
have been installed successfully on several of its Kings Hill 
properties in recent years. The objective is to see a significant 
and stepped increase in solar energy use at Kings Hill, to 
fully embrace carbon reduction potential and improve the 
identity of Kings Hill as a ‘low carbon’ business park.

Tunbridge Wells

Local plan 
A pre-submission Local Plan for Tunbridge Wells Borough 
was published in March for Regulation 19 consultation and 
can be viewed on the Council’s website:  
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/
local-plan/pre-submission-local-plan 

The Local Plan sets out the Council’s proposed strategy and 
related site allocations up to 2038. The level of housing to 
meet the government’s prescribed housing need target, 
includes proposals for Paddock Wood and through a new 
settlement at Tudeley near Capel, as well as additional 
capacity in Royal Tunbridge Wells. A series of evidence-
based documents on housing and employment needs and 

supply and infrastructure requirements, has informed the 
Plan and are also on the website. The Council is reviewing 
representations received in the Regulation 19 consultation, 
after which the plan will be submitted in the autumn to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 

Projects in Royal Tunbridge Wells
The Amelia Scott
Work on The Amelia Scott, the Council’s new facility housing 
a range of arts, heritage, culture and well-being services, has 
proceeded apace and is now nearing completion ready for 
fit out. It will showcase national heritage collections, host 
exhibitions, provide a place where people can learn about the 
town and borough. An estimated 400,000 people will use the 
building annually, a real economic boost to the town centre 
and local businesses and it is due to open in spring 2022.

Town Hall
The Borough Council is seeking a partner to deliver co-
working space in the Town Hall building. Embracing 
agile working, the Council is seeking to release 1,858m² 
(20,000ft2) of office space for business use and a shared 
approach to major meeting space including the Council 
Chamber. The Council wants to build on the strong creative 
sector and the wider business base by working with an 
experienced provider of co-working space to deliver a 
creative offer more appropriate to the market. Invitations  
to Tender went out in September with a preferred partner 
being selected by the end of the year. It is to be operational 
by mid-2022. 

1887 The Pantiles
This residential development was completed this summer 
with a high take up of sales and occupations of units. 
Developers, Dandara, are looking to agree terms on one of 
the commercial units and have been marketing another with 
potential for a restaurant use. 

Kingstanding Way
In 2020, permission was granted for new business floorspace 
at North Farm. The development is set to create up to 
74,000m2 (796,520ft2) of business floorspace and nearly 
4,000 direct and 2,000 indirect jobs, with an expected GVA  
per annum of £275.7m locally and £307.8m in the wider area. 
The developers U+I will shortly be publishing material in 
targeted media for future partners to bring the development 
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Proposal for the Kingstanding Way development, Tunbridge Wells.
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forward. Work is also continuing in relation to the planning 
conditions and reserved matters. 

Hollyfields, Hawkenbury
Berkeley Homes continue to build 243 homes with nearly 50 
homes already occupied. The new primary school, St Peter’s 
CEP is now fully open.

Projects across the Borough
Southborough Hub
Southborough Hub was completed in March and developers 
Baxall have handed the building back to Southborough 
Town Council. A library opened in May, the GP surgery in 
June, with the pharmacy and football pavilion due very soon. 
Occupations in the Crest housing scheme on the same site, 
have also started. Public realm improvements have been 
completed and there is increased on-site parking.  

Paddock Wood Residential Development
Homes are being built across three major sites in Paddock 
Wood:

Mascalls Farm, Berkeley Homes: Phase 1 is currently under 
construction with the first occupations due in Summer 2021. 
Planning permission was granted in March for 100 additional 
homes as Phase 2. 

Mascalls Court Farm, Persimmon Homes: Phase 1 
comprising 175 homes is under construction, with 155 
homes occupied. Detailed permission was granted in June 
for Phases 2 and 3 for 200 further homes.

Church Farm, Countryside Properties: Detailed permission 
was granted in July for Phase 1 comprising 300 homes. 
Work began on site in February. An application for Phase 2 
comprising 60 homes is currently under consideration. 
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