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Kent County Council, Medway Council & Kent’s District Council Commentary

North Kent 

Dartford
The Borough of Dartford is in the heart of the Thames Estuary 
growth area at a pivotal point between Greater London, Kent 
and Essex. It has excellent connections to central London, the 
South East and UK and the continent via the strategic road 
and rail network. The intersection of the A2 and M25 and the 
Dartford Crossing provide a unique locational advantage to 
attract investment interest and drive growth. 

Dartford has one of the fastest growing populations in 
England. Economic indicators highlight the strong economy, 
with Dartford in the top 5% in terms of employment and in 
the top 20% for GVA per head, workplace earnings and job 
density.

Reflecting a well-placed location, Dartford railway station 
is very well used and will continue to thrive given the 
connection with Crossrail (Elizabeth Line) tube services at 
Abbey Wood to Canary Wharf, the West End and Heathrow. 
Abbey Wood is just 12-minutes away by train with residents 
closer than ever before to the Underground. The first 
Elizabeth Line services are due to start in 2022. Working in 
partnership Dartford Borough Council is lobbying to build 
on this connection with the proposed ‘C2E’ (Connectivity 
to Ebbsfleet) project, with the government overseeing 
the development of a business case in support of scheme 
delivery. 

Improvements to the A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet junctions are 
underway. Improvements will serve demand from major 
development at Ebbsfleet Garden City: the Whitecliff site 
(formerly Eastern Quarry), Ebbsfleet Green, Ebbsfleet 
International Station and the proposed large mixed-use 
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Ebbsfleet Central. It will also ease access to Bluewater 
shopping centre. The area will also benefit from the upgrade 
to the national road network that will occur with the proposed 
Lower Thames Crossing (due 2029) to relieve the Dartford 
Crossing and increase the resilience of the local road system.

Dartford town centre
Particular progress has been made in taking forward 
private and public investment here. Dartford town centre 
Framework sets a high standard of development, identifying 
improvements to accessibility and environment. Around 
5,000 new homes will significantly support the future 
vibrancy of the town. 

Private investment on key sites is being complemented 
by £12m of public funding for transport and public realm 
improvements. In addition s106 contributions are being 
added to extend the transport improvements:

• a much enhanced and pedestrian-friendly new square 
for the town has been created linking the High Street 
with Central Park. This delivers an enhanced setting for 
new residential and commercial development under 
construction

• work has started on the improvements to the High Street 
including new granite paving, lighting and landscaping

• further phases of work to ease movement into the town 
centre commenced in 2021. Phase 3 with public realm 
improvements and dedicated cycle routes along Hythe 
Street is in the design stage. 

These works complement the recent regeneration of the 
Acacia site, at the northern end of Central Park. The site now 
has a number of refurbished buildings offering opportunities 
for the leisure and hospitality offer in the town centre, much 
improved car parking and significant improvements to the 
public realm.
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Acacia Hall Coach House, Dartford.
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Residential development immediately north of the town 
centre is almost complete at the award-winning Langley 
Square and Phoenix Quarter sites. There is strong developer 
interest and further sites are expected to be brought forward. 

South of the town centre, at Lowfield Street, construction 
is well underway on the first two phases at ‘Copperhouse 
Green’ comprising 1,500m² (16,146ft²) of retail and 
community space, offices, around 560 new homes 
overlooking Central Park and a micro-brewery and café 
facing on to the new public square. The uptake of properties 
for sale encouraged Bellway to put forward proposals to 
continue the regeneration of the east of Lowfield Street. This 
will extend development to around 700 homes in total and 
support the continued rejuvenation of town centre. 

Economy
Strong economic development interest in Dartford was 
highlighted by plans for a state-of-the-art distribution 
facility for Amazon, with floorspace in excess of 200,000m² 
(2,152,782ft²), on the former Littlebrook Power Station. 
Work on site commenced in June 2020 with handover to 
Amazon in July 2021.

The supply and take-up of new business and industrial 
premises is still growing rapidly. Major new units have been 
recently completed at key locations such as The Bridge and 
Questor Industrial Estate and construction activity continues 
for additional space at Crossways, The Bridge and Littlebrook.

Opportunities in the Borough are assisted by an up-to-date 
Local Plan guiding development, maintaining a consistent 
future 5-year housing land supply and a well-developed 
Infrastructure Plan. A new Local Plan is likely to be submitted 
for consideration by the Planning Inspectorate late in 
2021. Funding mechanisms, including CIL, are in place to 
bring forward the infrastructure required to support new 
development.

For further information: 
www.c2ecampaign.com 
www.discoverdartford.co.uk 

London Resort
London Resort Company Holdings (LRCH) is proposing 
to develop a world-class, sustainable, next generation 
entertainment resort known as the ‘London Resort’, on 
the banks of the River Thames. The first theme park ‘gate’ 
will open in 2024 and the second by 2029 at Swanscombe 
Peninsula in North Kent, set over 465 hectares (1,150acres). 

It is the first commercial project to be designated as a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. A Development 
Consent Order application has been made to obtain 
planning permission, to be determined by the Planning 
Inspectorate.

Gravesham
Located at the heart of the Thames Estuary growth area, 
Gravesham is to benefit from major infrastructure, leisure 
and regeneration projects in advanced stages of planning 
and to be delivered over the next 5 years and beyond. 
Over the past year, planned developments have been 
committed to and significant new schemes proposed; a 
further 1500 homes for Gravesend’s riverside canal basin 
with a mix of commercial space. It includes 23,970m² 
(258,000ft²) of light industrial/warehousing located in the 
rural area east of Gravesend. 

The Borough is seeking to tap into the shift to remote 
working and the ’15-minute’ city concept, the inspiration for 
London-based developer Joseph Homes’ Albion Waterside 
scheme in Gravesend.

High Speed One rail services direct to Kings Cross/St Pancras 
in 23 minutes and Stratford in 17 minutes, further boost 
the location for Kent’s closest town to London by journey 
time – comparable to Underground Zones Three and 
Four. Crossrail services (Elizabeth Line) to Abbey Wood are 
expected to open in 2022 and proposals to extend Crossrail 
to neighbouring Ebbsfleet are also being consulted on.

Town Centre Place Making
Gravesham Borough Council and its development 
partner Reef Group continue to deliver a major mixed-use 
transformation of Gravesend town centre. The masterplan 
is phased over a number of years and will deliver 102,193m² 
(1,100,000ft²) of new space. The Charter is the first phase 
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Proposal for Market Street public realm, Dartford.
C

R
E

D
IT: A

N
D

Y
 B

A
R

N
E

S



Proposal for Albion Waterside, Gravesend.
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and is currently being built out. Overlooking the Thames, 
the scheme of 242 new homes will provide design-led 
apartment living, responsive to the emerging home working 
market. An improved network of routes and spaces integrate 
it with the town and riverside. 

After a final phase of refurbishment and improvement works 
at the St George’s Shopping Centre, a £0.5m Arts & Creative 
Hub was supported by government’s Getting Building Fund. 
This will bring forward 325m² (3,500ft²) of flexible gallery 
and co-working space overlooking a public square. 

Quinn Estates gained permission for Clifton Slipways in 
July, a contemporary mixed-use project on West Street, 
Gravesend which promises to ensure long-awaited riverside 
regeneration becomes a reality. It is intended to act as a 
catalyst for further town centre investment. The scheme 
comprises 227 riverside apartments and nearby West Street 
Pier will be refurbished to create Pier Works, a start-up 
business hub and café overlooking the Thames. 

Commercial Space
Whitehall Place opened in central Gravesend this year, 
providing 836m² (9,000ft²) of high specification serviced 
offices within the refurbished former Customs House on 
the Thames. After limited new stock in recent years, this 
flexible space is anticipated to capitalise on the trend towards 
distributed local workspaces and accelerated start-up 
activity as well as anchor tenants. 

New-build light industrial stock at Northfleet is in the 
advanced planning stage as a joint venture between the 
Council and Ebbsfleet Development Corporation on 
land west of Gravesend. It is expected to provide 3252m² 
(35,000ft²) of flexible business units in a range of sizes for 
small and medium-sized businesses. 

Nuralite Business Park, Higham is a long-established rural 
business location which has permission for 23,970m² 
(258,000ft²) of light industrial/warehousing to be progressed 
in phases and available for occupation from 2022.

Albion Waterside, Gravesend 
A new Thameside neighbourhood is in the advanced 
stages of a hybrid planning approval. The development is 
from Joseph Homes in collaboration with a design team 
including JTP architects and Beispiel, consultants for the 

non-residential space activation. It will deliver 1,500 new 
homes to ambitious LiveWell standards as well as 4,500m² 
(48,438ft²) of commercial space, generate 172 permanent 
jobs and an estimated £4-6.5m in GVA. Two thirds will be 
open space and biodiversity will be sustained and improved 
by a series of public gardens around the re-instated canal 
east of the adjacent harbour basin. 

The commercial element builds on Kent’s food and drink 
heritage. It is envisaged Albion Waterside will host shops, 
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restaurants and production space to support local industry. 
Clustered around food production, the units are designed 
for small-scale craft or production businesses. Chocolatiers, 
small batch brewers, distillers, cheese makers can combine 
back of house production, retail frontages, servicing and 
logistics, within the heart of the development. A critical mass 
of small food businesses will create a network of mutual 
support, complementing the town’s market and serving the 
Kent food network. 

Older Living
As one of the largest providers of housing in Gravesham, the 
Council plays an important role in shaping the local market 
and supporting place making. With an ageing population, 
schemes for older living are being brought forward to 
encourage downsizing and the release of larger family 
homes onto the market. A scheme of 48, 100% affordable 
‘age-friendly’ homes are under construction at Valley Drive, 
Gravesend. The scheme has 32 sheltered, independent living 
flats in a cloister form and 16, one and two bed homes. It was 
shortlisted for the 2020 Housing Design Awards, for housing 
suited to older living and design quality reflecting the Kent 
vernacular. A similar scheme of 17 homes, ‘St Hilda’s’ has also 
been completed at Pankhurst Place, Gravesend. 

For further information: 
Economic.development@gravesham.gov.uk

Maidstone
Maidstone as the county town has excellent rail and road 
networks offering access to London or the continent. 
The local economy continues to grow alongside the 
investment in infrastructure and amenities and Maidstone 
Borough Council continue to invest in the borough.  
The building of the new Innovation Centre and recent 
purchase of the Lockmeadow leisure complex, with 
supporting public realm works such as the £1.3m bus station 
enhancements showcase Maidstone as the ever-popular 
place to live and work.

Maidstone Innovation Centre
Located on Kent Medical Campus, Junction 7 of the M20, 
the Council’s £14.5m flagship project (part-funded by 
the European Regional Development Fund) completed 
in October. It is receiving strong interest from life science, 
healthcare and med-tech sectors with several tenants 
moved in. Harrisons Chartered Surveyors have been 
instructed to take it to the market. The Innovation Centre 
provides 3,437m² (37,000ft²) of flexible office space,  
co-working, virtual offices, meeting room hire, and 
conference facilities. 

Kent Property Market Report 2021



Proposal for Loc8, logistics and office park,Maidstone.
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It includes tailored business support with the South East 
Innovation Programme (SE-IP). Managed for the Council by 
NCL Technology Ventures, SE-IP is already helping to secure 
£21m of funding to develop treatments for autoimmune 
disease sufferers. The building provides a ‘high spec’ 
environment and collaborative space for businesses to grow 
and prosper including green energy/electric car charging. 
It is expected to support 270 jobs and generate a further 
£120m of additional GVA to the local economy over the next 
10 years. 
www.maidstoneinnovationcentre.co.uk

Loc8 Maidstone’s premier commercial park
Following Clearbell Property Partners acquisition of a 
13.35ha (33acres) greenfield site in Maidstone for £5m in 
2019, planning for a business park was secured in March 
2021. The first phase of Clearbell’s development will see 
warehouse units completed by August and September 
2022, ranging from 465 to 9,290m² (5,000 to 100,000ft²) 
buildings. The £47m scheme provides 45,430m² 
(489,000ft²) of mixed-use space for local businesses and 
hundreds of job opportunities. Clearbell begin construction 
of site infrastructure and landscaping this year. The site, just 
off Junction 8 of the M20 is within easy reach of London 
and the South East. Clearbell purchased the site as part 
of its portfolio of multi-let industrial (MLI) assets, to meet 
increasing demand for industrial and logistics in a supply-
constrained market. Once constructed, the larger buildings 
will be carbon neutral, while the site will also provide 17ha 
(42acres) of new habitat, nearly 12,000 trees, six wildlife 
ponds and electric vehicle charging for cars and commercial 
vehicles.
www.loc8maidstone.co.uk

Town centre
Lockmeadow Leisure Complex
The Council secured the head lease of the Lockmeadow 
Leisure Complex in 2019. Refurbishment to improve the 
visibility and appearance of the complex is now complete, 
giving it a more modern look, enhancing the surroundings 
and linking it to the adjoining Medway riverside. This 
included a new food hall in the summer for fresh, high 
quality food available quickly. Lockmeadow is a leisure centre 
with an Odeon multiplex cinema, 18-lane bowling alley, a 
trampoline park, restaurants and a two-level David Lloyd 
swimming pool and gym complex. 
www.lockmeadowentertainment.co.uk 

Bus station improvements
A £1.3m improvement programme is near completion 
transforming Maidstone Bus Station into a light, airy and 
attractive place for bus users. Located under The Mall 
shopping centre this includes opening up the concourses to 
provide more light, a new lighting system designed to make 
the station safer and brighter, a new colour scheme, new 
flooring to the concourses and new entrance signage. 
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Mote Park Café
Maidstone’s stunning 178ha (440acre) Mote Park will have a 
new café with indoor and outdoor seating and new, larger 
modern toilet building (and changing places facility for 
people with limited physical capacity) for the many visitors to 
the park. It will have a flexible space for learning, meetings and 
for community groups to hire. The Council is leading the work 
carried out by BBS Construction Ltd starting in the autumn.

Maidstone East
The upgrade to Maidstone East station is complete. 
Network Rail, Southeastern Railways, Kent County Council 
and Maidstone Borough Council worked together to 
transform this gateway site. Improved cycle parking facilities 
encourage rail commuters to incorporate cycling into their 
journey. Additional cycle spaces have been installed as part 
of a new cycle hub with CCTV, lighting and repair stands. 
The £2.6m project will provide a larger, more spacious 
entrance and concourse with a new waiting room, café, 
ticket office and staff room. A statue of an Iguanodon 
dinosaur (discovered locally in 1822) has been installed on 
the forecourt by the Council along with flowers and shrubs 
in the new forecourt area. 

Springfield Mill
The Council exchanged contracts with Redrow Homes 
for the purchase of 14 apartments located within Block 9, 
Springfield Mill, in the Royal Engineers Road development. 
Works to Block 9 were completed in June and the scheme 
provides for 2 one-bed and 12 two-bed apartments, all for 
private rent on the open market and now fully occupied. 

King Street
The Council is proposing a low-carbon, energy-efficient 
housing development on this site identified in the Local 
Plan. The Council is working with ZED PODS to investigate a 
proposed redevelopment at King Street for 16 homes which 
would be built over the current car park. The proposed new 
homes will consist of a mix of one and two-bed apartments 
with six as social rented. 

For further information: 
John Foster 01622 602394; johnfoster@maidstone.gov.uk
www.maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/business-
and-investment/primary-areas/regeneration/tier-3-primary-
areas/housing-projects

Medway

Innovation Park Medway (IPM)
This will offer 100,000m² (over a million ft²) of high quality, 
innovative commercial space in a prime location near Junction 
3 of the M2. It will attract high value, knowledge-intensive 
businesses looking to grow and benefit from access to world-
class research and development and highly skilled talent 
through the cluster of Kent and Medway based universities. 

Medway Council and Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council 
have also adopted Local Development Orders (LDOs) which 
offer streamlined planning for businesses that locate to the site. 

Medway Council undertook enabling infrastructure works 
from mid-2021, maximising the Enterprise Zone (EZ) 
opportunity to reinvest business rates into the IPM site for 
25 years. This will accelerate delivery of high GVA jobs. The 
Council will actively market the site during construction, 
which will attract companies looking to self-build custom 
premises, subject to site design code compliance but made 
easier through the LDO process. 
For expressions of interest: 
ipm@harrisons.property.

Medway Development Company
Medway Council has ambitious plans to regenerate and 
revitalise urban areas and has created Medway Development 
Company Ltd. (MDC) to deliver high quality developments 
and support its regeneration initiatives. The MDC projects 
continue to progress:

Chatham Waterfront
This high-quality, mixed-use development at the Chatham 
Waterfront site will act as a driver for further regeneration in 
the area. The focus has been to deliver an exemplar scheme 
and plans include 175 new homes, new commercial spaces 
for cafes, restaurants, and offices alongside a new public 
realm to create a vibrant centre for Chatham. The works are 
progressing on site following completion of enabling works.

White Road
This completed project delivered twenty family homes 
with a modern innovative design and using the latest 
modular construction techniques. The objective was to 
create high quality affordable homes that exceed statutory 

requirements, maximise light and provide spacious rooms 
which surpass national space standards. The project has also 
delivered enhancements to the adjacent Community Centre 
and tree planting to the school playing field behind the site. 
The project has transformed an area which has suffered from 
antisocial behaviour into a high-quality residential scheme.

Whiffens Avenue
Planning permission has been granted to develop 115 
new homes on Whiffens Avenue in front of the historic 
escarpment of the Great Lines Heritage Park. The 
development has a contemporary design sympathetic to 
the character of the surrounding area. The adjacent Fort 
Amherst concealed by vegetation will be uncovered to reveal 
historic features. The scheme will also lead to significant 
improvements to the adjacent Town Hall Gardens and the 
Military Road area opposite the Brook Theatre. This scheme 
is under construction and expected to complete in the spring 
of 2022.

Kent Property Market Report 2021
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Proposal for remodelling of Mountbatten House, Chatham.
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Britton Farm – Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care 
Partnership Trust (KMPT)
MDC was commissioned by the Council to project manage 
the conversion of an empty supermarket to new office 
accommodation. The scheme was completed in May and 
KMPT are now operational within the refurbished building, 
an example of two public sector organisations working in 
collaboration under the One Public Estate programme, 
which provided feasibility funding to review viability. The 
conversion will accommodate 150 employees, allowing 
the NHS to vacate two other buildings. KMPT’s presence 
in Gillingham will increase footfall for the High Street and 
positively impact local businesses.

Following the award of £1.99m Getting Building Fund 
investment in 2020, KMPT’s offices will be joined by a Skills 
and Employability Hub, run by Medway Adult Education.

Britton Farm Residential
Britton Farm will provide 44 new homes with a modern and 
spacious design. Demolition has been completed and MDC 
are preparing to start the main construction phase.

Mountbatten House
MDC have coordinated an application to develop 
Mountbatten House into high quality residential apartments 
and commercial spaces. This scheme brings an empty 
building back into use, creating homes in the town centre 
and supporting the local economy. Planning permission  
was granted earlier in 2021. 

Chatham Waters
The £650m Chatham Waters development is situated in a 
unique waterfront location, on the site of the former naval 
dockyard. Boasting unparalleled views across the Medway 

Estuary, the Peel L&P regeneration scheme is only  
a 40-minute train journey into Central London. 

Over the last five years, Peel L&P have invested over £50m 
into the first few phases of development at Chatham Waters 
with a further £600m investment in the pipeline. 

Consisting of residential, commercial, retail, leisure, and 
education, the dynamic 10.5ha (26 acre) destination is 
already home to a University Technical College, Marston’s 
family restaurant, Asda Superstore, and extensive public 
realm. To date, approximately 500 new full-time jobs have 
been created at Chatham Waters 

Working with Medway Council, Peel L&P have created a 
masterplan to ensure that the regeneration of this former 

brownfield site delivers a truly inspirational new destination 
that not only complements but enhances the surrounding 
area. The new development will form part of Natural 
England’s Coastal Pathways scheme, opening up the 
waterfront of Chatham Waters for a public walkway and 
nature trail. Works will soon begin on further public realm  
for people to relax, socialise and unwind.

The scheme has the potential to deliver circa 177,000m² 
(1.9 million ft²) of floorspace which is similar to the scale  
of Peel L&P’s MediaCityUK development in Salford.

Medway Council
Rochester Riverside
Following the start of construction in 2018, Rochester 
Riverside, Countryside and Hyde’s £419m regeneration 
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scheme on the banks of the River Medway is making swift 
progress, with the first residents having moved in during 
June 2019. A previously brownfield site, this exciting new 
riverside destination will provide 1,400 new homes, with 
25% affordable, when fully complete in 2030. With the 
marketing suite, show apartment and two show homes now 
established, sales are progressing strongly on the remaining 
homes in the first phases of the development. Rochester 
Riverside is also providing a wealth of community facilities, 
including a new primary school, retail space, a hotel and 
over ten acres of green, open space, helping to create a 
sustainable community at this landmark new development. 
These amenities are progressing quickly, with the new 
Travelodge hotel now open and the first commercial units 
occupied. The newly regenerated Salt Marsh Creek is now 
open to the public, while construction on the Rochester 
Riverside primary school began in the summer of 2021 with 
planned opening in September 2022. 

Housing Infrastructure Fund
Progress in the development of proposals for Medway 
Council’s Housing Infrastructure Fund continues. The £170m 
funding secured will enable the council to forward fund the 
physical transport and environmental infrastructure required 
to unlock potential new development on the Hoo Peninsula 
of 10,600 homes by 2037. 

The HIF proposals are an important opportunity for 
Medway. It will ensure a well-managed programme of works 
to provide the infrastructure needed to accommodate 
Medway’s growing population and economy, and which 
supports the government’s housing targets.

The ambitious plans include major improvements to 
highways and new roads, a new train station and passenger 
service to London, that will provide an alternative mode of 
transport and access point on and off the peninsula, and 
proposals to create many new open spaces and areas for 
leisure, with new interconnecting walkways and cycle paths 
to residential, transportation and commercial hubs. 

For more information about the HIF project and this 
important opportunity for Medway visit:  
medway.gov.uk/futurehoo

Swale
Despite uncertainty presented by the pandemic, there has 
been evidence of some economic resilience in the Borough, 
with development projects coming forward, alongside 
significant milestones reached in delivering long-standing, 
supportive infrastructure projects.

After delays to the public inquiry (arising from the pandemic) 
in June, the Secretary of State for Transport approved 
proposals to improve Junction 5 of the M2 (Stockbury 
Interchange). The long-awaited package of improvements, 
including a new north-south flyover, will provide the A249 
with free-flowing movement, improved travel times and 
enhanced road safety.

Progress has also been made in respect of the planned 
improvements to key junctions along the A249, at Key Street 
and Grovehurst. The funding package of over £38m has 
been secured through the Housing Infrastructure Fund and 
Kent County Council will be looking to secure planning 
permission for the scheme in 2021, with contracts to be let 
thereafter. This will help enable committed development. 
In particular the Grovehurst Junction serves a substantial 
number of businesses located on the major business parks in 
Sittingbourne including Eurolink and Kemsley Fields. 

The Eurolink Business Park, Sittingbourne continues to be a 
focus for industrial investment and Phase 5 has seen take up 
and development of the remaining plots, with a number of 
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New Travelodge and Sentado Lounge, part of the Spirit of Sittingbourne scheme.
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significant owner-occupiers now operating from bespoke 
facilities. Speculative development has also continued 
at Trilogy Sittingbourne, a new logistics and industrial 
development with units of between 1,022m² (11,000ft²) and 
7,804m² (84,000ft²). The developers are aiming to have the 
units available from Quarter 3 this year.

Whilst not without challenges for the Borough, Swale 
continues to attract proposals for energy generation. The 
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
granted a development consent order in February 2021 for 
the Wheelabrator Kemsley K3 Generating Station. The station 
will have a generating capacity of 75MW by processing up to 
657,000 tonnes of non-recyclable waste each year.

The Spirit of Sittingbourne scheme reached an important 
milestone in Sittingbourne town centre this year, with 
the opening of The Light Cinema in May. The new leisure 
attraction provides an eight-screen cinema, a nine-lane 
bowling alley, retro arcade and restaurant. Sentado Lounge 
Café and Bar opened in October and there are plans for 
further restaurants to open in the near future. This latest 
phase is the culmination of the wider Sittingbourne Town 
Centre regeneration project, which included a fully let retail 
park, delivered as part of Phase 1 in 2018, a new multi-storey 
car park in September 2019 and a new Travelodge which 
opened in March 2020. 

Major mixed-use developments in Faversham are also well 
underway, at Perry Court and at Love Lane, with housing 
now being built and marketed. Aldi have also opened a new 
store and Premier Inn are planning to open an 84-bed hotel 
at Perry Court in autumn 2021.

After successfully applying for £300,000 from the 
government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme earlier 

this year, Swale Borough Council has committed a  
further £1.3m to refurbish Master’s House in Sheerness.  
The Council’s proposals include three workshops, nine 
office suites, 3 meeting/conference spaces, large function 
hall, kitchen and a breakout space. The project is planned  
to be completed by this autumn.

Peel Ports London Medway welcomed a new freight-only 
ferry service to their Sheerness Port in July which provides 
a new connection to Calais. The Maxine, operated by DFDS, 
has one daily sailing in each direction between the two ports 
and can carry up to 165 unaccompanied freight units.

Work has begun on the Sheerness Dockyard Preservation 
Trust’s project to restore the Grade 2* listed Dockyard 
Church. The £7.98m project has been made possible 
through funding from The Heritage Lottery Fund and from 

some of the UK’s leading philanthropic trusts, foundations, 
and individuals. Work has begun to rebuild the high parapet 
according to the original 1820s design. Once complete 
in Autumn 2022, the project will deliver a new enterprise 
centre, community hub, heritage space and events room. 

Homes England and Swale Borough Council have continued 
to progress the Queenborough and Rushenden Regeneration 
Project, which has benefited from an injection of £5.1m from 
the Housing Infrastructure Fund. The first phase of 100 homes 
is complete and contractors have also raised the land for 
phases two and three above sea level to enable completion of 
the project. Work began during the last year to decontaminate 
land for the fourth and final phase of the project. 

For further information: 
www.swalemeansbusiness.co.uk
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