
NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 31, 2022 

Work Begins on City of Stratford Sport Tourism Strategy   
The City of Stratford has partnered with investStratford and Destination Stratford to develop a 
Sport Tourism Strategy for the City. 

The project, funded through a grant that will be announced shortly, will assess the City’s 
current tourism assets, gather information through public consultations and provide a strategy 
for growth and next steps.  

All members of the public, sports groups, and service clubs are encouraged to participate in the 
consultations. Opportunities will include online engagement via the City of Stratford’s Engage 
Stratford platform (https://engagestratford.ca), as well as in-person public consultations. 
More information about the project is also available at https://visitstratford.ca/sporttourism 

The Sport Tourism Strategy project aims to: 

• determine the economic impact, and the size and scope of existing sport tourism
opportunities - including an inventory of capital assets (infrastructure) and human assets
(volunteer groups, local sport associations)

• explore the potential to expand those existing opportunities and to identify new areas for
growth, complete with financial and socio-community impacts, effects and outcomes

• consider and recommend technology tools that link sport bookings to tourism assets,
amplifying the visitor experience with local retail, food/beverage and accommodation providers

• provide a needs analysis for growth and potential funding opportunities

Destinate Group was selected as the consultant to lead this work, and plans to begin public 
consultation on the Sport Tourism Strategy in September. 

For more information, please contact: 
Joani Gerber 
CEO, investStratford 
519-305-5055 extension 1001; jgerber@investStratford.com

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengagestratford.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmbeitz%40stratford.ca%7C487230da58094b7e9e0008da847d2812%7C5d03b4a2b02543ca801032d05d87e51b%7C0%7C0%7C637967970326717980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql3f2NUlfWA0A6%2FKK3rVC7r4D58k7X5NGCh1%2BWLTOkU%3D&reserved=0
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Quotes: 
 
Dan Mathieson, Mayor, City of Stratford: “I am excited to see the Sport Tourism Strategy 
project move forward. It will be very beneficial to the City and require collaborative work 
between the City’s departments and partner organizations. We have a world-class theatre and I 
would love our sporting facilities to match that reputation.” 
 
David St. Louis, Director, Community Services: “Sport tourism has real potential for 
growth in the City of Stratford. The creation of a Sport Tourism Strategy will allow us to take 
that important first step. I am looking forward to this work and having a strategy that 
complements the community use of our sports and recreations assets with events and activities 
that bring real economic impact to the City.” 
 
Joani Gerber, CEO, investStratford: “I believe it is essential for the City of Stratford to 
develop a comprehensive Sport Tourism Strategy. It opens the door to many economic 
development opportunities, and I am excited for the work to begin.” 
 
 
 


