
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MEDIA RELEASE 

CITY OF STRATFORD RECEIVES ADDITIONAL 
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FROM PROVINCE 

Provincial Funding Supports Phase Two of Stratford Attainable Housing Project 
 

Stratford, ON – Tuesday, August 2, 2022 – Today Stratford Mayor Dan Mathieson and Perth-Wellington MPP 
Matthew Rae announced that the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs has granted $80,000 in 
funding through the Rural Economic Development (RED) Program to the City of Stratford and investStratford.   
 
Attainable housing continues to be a key priority for Stratford and plays an essential role in the City’s economic 
pandemic recovery and supporting on-going local workforce retention and attraction efforts. Increased affordable 
housing options fuel the economy by providing residents with more spending power to buy from local shops, 
promoting their growth and supporting business owners.  
 
The ‘Stratford Housing Project: A Road Map for Attainable Market Housing Development’ report received 
Provincial RED funding in 2020 and was adopted by City Council in 2021. Phase Two funding will support 
implementation of the 2021 report. The ‘Implementation of Service Delivery Improvements for Attainable Housing 
Development’ Phase Two Project will assist with the development of an implementation work plan and an 
incentives toolkit program for the consideration of City Council in 2023.  The aim of the project is to develop 
programs designed to create more attainable market housing in Stratford. Stakeholder and public consultations 
will be scheduled in the future to inform next steps.    
 
QUOTES: 
“The City of Stratford and investStratford are grateful for the continued support of the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs and the Rural Economic Development Program funding which assists with the 
implementation of the ‘Stratford Housing Project: A Road Map for Attainable Market Housing Development’ report. 
The project aligns with the workforce development priorities of investStratford and the Strategic Priorities of City 
Council relating to increasing affordable housing and residential development at all levels of affordability.” 
- Dan Mathieson, Mayor, City of Stratford 
  
“Our government is working with our municipal partners to solve the housing crisis, and this RED funding will help 
build a Community Toolkit to support the development of attainable housing right here in Perth-Wellington.”  
 - Matthew Rae, MPP for Perth-Wellington 
 
Media inquiries, please contact jauster@investStratford.com or 519-305-5055 x 1006 
 

-30- 
About investStratford: 
investStratford is committed to advancing the economic future of Stratford, Ontario, Canada through investment in 
arts, education and industry. Globally Connected | Community Driven For more info visit: investStratford.com 


