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STRATFORD PERTH CENTRE FOR BUSINESS 
HELPS LAUNCH 8 NEW LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Starter Company Plus Grants Totalling $40K Presented to Promising Start-ups 
 
Stratford, Ontario – Friday, March 11, 2022… Today the Stratford Perth Centre for Business presented 8 
grants totalling $40,000 to local entrepreneurs within Stratford and Perth County. The Starter Company Plus 
program is funded by the Province of Ontario, and the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, 
and delivers 2 cohorts each year. The most recent cohort completed the 6-week training program online and allowed 
its entrepreneurs to access business education, one-on-one coaching and professional mentorship virtually. 
  
Program graduates included: 
Kurtis Eisler, Cilo – Cilo: aims to provide farmers with a unified dashboard that displays all of the farmers' alerts and 
notifications in one centralized location. From this centralized access point, multiple farms can be managed 
simultaneously with independent reporting of AgTech notifications over time. Additionally, farm access can be shared 
with collaborators so farm organization managers overseeing multiple farm managers can increase their visibility into 
the operations. kurtiseisler@gmail.com 
  
Ray Broadworth, Wild Dog Woodworking Co.: Wild Dog Woodworking Co. is a design and build wood shop that 
provides custom live edge (and square edge) wood & epoxy products. From large dining tables and bar tops to coffee 
tables and desks we’ve got you covered. Wild Dog also donates a percentage of their profits, along with special 
product sales and fundraisers, to help support dog rescue organizations.  wilddogwoodworking@gmail.com 
  
Ange Coneybeare, Ambe Winged Tours: Ange is an experienced birder who specializes in big raptors, like eagles, 
hawks and owls to name a few. Her business is still in the development phase and she hopes to be operational come 
summer of 2022. She will offer personalized tours for those interested in getting an expert’s insights into their 
favourite birds and their habitats. Ange.coneybeare@gmail.com 
  
Laura Pirowitz, Your Way To Play: Your Way To Play is a mixed offering of both retail and creative space for kids. It 
offers a place for children to explore, imagine and live out all possibilities in a safe and inclusive environment. Your 
Way To Play is located at 560 Huron St., Unit 1 and more info can be found at: https://www.yourwaytoplay.ca  
yourwaytoplay@outlook.com 
  
Jack Sebben, Residential Pressure Washing: Jack is developing a residential pressure washing service for St 
Marys, Stratford and area that will serve the needs of his community. Jacksebben11@hotmail.com 
  
Jeff Leney, Restaurant Consultant: Jeff is using his experience with opening and running successful restaurants to 
teach other aspiring restaurant owners how to envision and build a thriving restaurant in today’s challenging 
hospitality ecosystem. jeffreyleney@gmail.com 
  
Alicia Mizzi, Grief Therapist, Within Counselling: Within Counselling Services provides counselling and group 
programming to the Stratford Community. Within Counselling Services will specialize in grief and loss therapy as well 
as maternal loss therapy. withincounselling@gmail.com 
  
Colin Brisbois, Sweets and Treats Mobile Cart: Colin is in the start-up phase of creating a mobile cotton sandy and 
savoury treat cart that can attend functions and events. colinbrisbois@rogers.com 
  
  
The participating entrepreneurs received 6 weeks of business education and mentorship on business ideation, 
development, marketing, financials and brand create, with continued mentorship and support through the Stratford 
Perth Centre for Business. 
 
 
 
 



Quotes: 
“Aside from the structured learning the Starter Company Plus program offers, there is a unique experience that takes 
place among the participants that I found unexpected but extremely important. 
There is the creation of this unique community of new entrepreneurs, where they can navigate the 6 week course 
material together and rely, not only on the program instructors but also on each other. Becoming an entrepreneur can 
be a lonely experience and the sense of support and community created within the 6 weeks last as a peer networking 
group for many long after the program concludes.” Holly Mortimer, Business Advisor for Stratford Perth Centre for 
Business: 
 
 “Starter Company Plus program has proven to be a tremendous benefit to our entrepreneurs and small businesses, 
launching dozens and dozens of exciting ideas into the reality. This has been the Stratford Perth Centre for 
Business’s flagship grant program for many years and I am thrilled to see this excited and inspired group of business 
owners get started and grow in our community” Joani Gerber, CEO, investStratford 
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About the Stratford-Perth Centre for Business 
The Stratford Perth Centre for Business is committed to helping small business owners achieve their business goals. 
The Centre offers local small business support and complimentary consultation and easy access to resources, 
including business start-up services to support the development of new and already established small businesses. In 
addition to advisory services, events, seminars and training opportunities are held throughout the year to meet small 
business essentials. For more information visit: stratfordperthbusiness.ca email:info@stratfordperthbusiness.ca or 
follow on Facebook  

For further information contact: 
Joani Gerber, CEO, investStratford 519-305-5055 x1001 
Holly Mortimer Stratford Perth Centre for Business 519-305-5055 x1005 


