
                             

                          
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MEDIA RELEASE 

STRATFORD AND ST. MARYS ANNOUNCE REVITALIZATION OF 
MAIN STREETS AND NEIGHBOURHOODS THROUGH 

PARTNERSHIP WITH MY MAIN STREET 
Main Street Business Accelerator Program to Help Dozens of Local Businesses 

  
Stratford, ON – Dec. 20, 2021 -Today, the City of Stratford and the Town of St. Marys are 
pleased to announce that they will be participating in the My Main Street Local Business 
Accelerator program to help revitalize downtown core areas and main streets. In response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of Canada, through the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario), announced a $23.25-million 
investment to the Canadian Urban Institute (CUI) and the Economic Developers Council of 
Ontario (EDCO) to establish My Main Street —a two-year program to support the recovery and 
revitalization of main streets and local businesses in southern Ontario through two program 
streams. 
  
EDCO is delivering the My Main Street Local Business Accelerator program stream, which 
supports the revitalization of 65 main street communities, and provides non-repayable 
contributions for more than 650 local businesses across southern Ontario. The program focuses 
on creating and maintaining vibrant and inclusive local main streets while providing residents, 
new entrepreneurs, and existing businesses with economic opportunities in our main street 
communities. 
  
The program will be led by investStratford in partnership with the Stratford City Centre 
Committee, the Town of St Marys Tourism and Economic Development Department and St. 
Marys Downtown Business Improvement Area (BIA).  With a local investment of more than 
$300,000, downtown business and main street communities in both Stratford and St. Marys will 
each be supported with a dedicated Main Street Ambassador, customized market research, 
data analysis and non-repayable funding contributions for new and existing small businesses.   
  
 



QUOTES: 
City of Stratford Mayor Dan Mathieson: The downtown core areas are the heartbeats of our 
community.  I am tremendously grateful to the Government of Canada, FedDev Ontario and the 
project partners for this investment, and welcome the additional supports for our existing 
businesses and new entrepreneurs. This project also allows us to work closely with our 
neighbours in the Town of St. Marys, and I look forward to sharing an abundance of success 
with them. 
  
Town of St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee: Businesses in the Town of St. Marys will benefit greatly 
from the support that this program will provide. The more than 150 businesses that are 
members of our BIA continue to work hard to recover from the effects of COVID-19, and the My 
Main Street program will provide additional resources. On behalf of our business community, 
thank you to the Government of Canada, FedDev Ontario and the partners involved for helping 
to support our small business economy and reinvigorate our local entrepreneurs. 
  
For program details and further information, please visit https://mymainstreet.ca/accelerator-
program.  
 
For media inquiries, please contact media@mymainstreet.ca. 
 
About investStratford: 
investStratford is committed to advancing the economic future of Stratford, Ontario, Canada through 
investment in arts, education and industry. Globally Connected | Community Driven For more info visit: 
investStratford.com 
 
About FedDev Ontario: 
For more than 12 years, FedDev Ontario has worked to advance and diversify the southern Ontario 
economy through funding opportunities and business services that support innovation and growth in 
Canada’s most populous region. The Agency has delivered impressive results, which can be seen in 
southern Ontario businesses that are creating innovative technologies, improving their productivity, 
growing their revenues, and in the economic advancement of communities across the region. Learn more 
about the impacts the Agency is having in southern Ontario by exploring our pivotal projects. 
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