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ENABLING HOUSING CHOICE PROJECT
PARTNER MUNICIPALITY APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

May 2022

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Rural Development Network (RDN), through its Sustainable Housing Initiative 
(SHI) is working to support diverse, sustainable, and equitable housing development in 
Albertan communities through its Enabling Housing Choice Project. This project was 
made possible through funding and support from the Alberta Real Estate Foundation.

The Enabling Housing Choice project will drive transformational, long-term policy 
change that will benefit Alberta’s real estate industry by addressing policy, bylaw and 
process barriers that realtors, housing developers, and municipalities often face when 
trying to improve housing choice in local communities. It will also help address the lack 
of capacity in many municipalities while bringing together key stakeholders to work 
together to achieve common goals. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

See resources folder for a copy of the evaluation criteria.

FAQ’S

What types of projects are we looking for?

Variety! The goal of the project is to help enable housing diversity and choice, but 
we know from our research that what influences housing demand, types of housing 
availability, and housing conditions are interconnected with many other aspects of a 
community. That’s why we have left this criteria fairly open, we want to hear about the 
issues happening in your community, and see how we can help. Some examples of 
potential project could be:

• Addressing policy changes to enable development through zoning bylaw reviews,

• Enticing new residents and supporting population growth through downtown 
and Main Streets revitalization projects, public space renewals, and/or park and 
greenspace planning;

• Finding ways to encourage affordable housing developments;

• and more!
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The project we have in mind is very small/large, will that work?

Probably! Partnering with a variety of project sizes means we can get more varied 
and nuanced feedback and data to help inform our Guidebook. Smaller projects may 
happen quicker, while larger projects may require some financial contribution from 
the partner municipality to supplement the funding from the Alberta Real Estate 
Foundation. 

How much involvement will you need from our municipality?

That is largely up to you, however, we do expect one or a couple of dedicated contacts 
for the duration of the project. We know that capacity is limited and we want to create 
a great project together, while respecting each municipality’s limitations. That said, we 
do plan to hold a monthly meeting that will require virtual attendance between all of the 
partner municipalities to foster communication and feedback streams for the project. 
Keep this in mind as you work through the application!

HOW TO BE INVOLVED

The call is out! We are looking to partner with a few municipalities across Alberta to 
help enable housing choice. We are looking for a wide range of sizes and types of 
projects, funded by the Alberta Real Estate Foundation. Apply by June 4, 2022 to be 
a partner community, where you will receive free consultation services to implement 
policies to meet your community’s housing goals. 

QUESTIONS?

Join us for our information session on May 17, 2022 at 12:00PM MST. If you have 
any questions about the project, and how to be involved, feel free to reach out to: 
housingchoice@ruraldevelopment.ca 


