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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
FATHER BENEDICT GROESCHEL

Saturday, July 24th 2021
† Holy Mass

Saturday of the Sixteenth Week
in Ordinary Time

Fr. Allen Moran, O.P.
Main Celebrant and Homilist

Lector † Sisters of the Renewal

Intercessions † Tara Ingebritsen

Reading One
Exodus 24:3-8

Responsorial (Psalm 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15)
Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

Gospel
Matthew 13:24-30

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal for 
their beautiful singing of the Hymns during Holy Mass.
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       July 24, 2021 A.D. 
My Dear Friend for Life, 

As we celebrate Fr. Benedict Groeschel’s Anniversary of  Birth, let’s remember how 
our Lord called us to be hopeful in the most difficult situations. When facing tragic 
circumstances He said to ask “What may I do?” 

Sometimes, there’s nothing more one may do than to listen.  Listen to those who are 
suffering. Listen to yourself. Listen as you pray to God. Pray more so as to listen more.

Fr. Benedict’s life was filled with writing, preaching, teaching and much listening. He 
reached millions, but what was most important is that he did listen. After every monthly 
conference he gave for several decades starting in the 1970s, a line would form with 
dozens of  people to talk with him about their personal situations.  He listened, intently, 
offered advice and prayed with them. He had a phone hour every day. There were two 
phone lines and they would ring constantly for one hour as he’d answer one call after 
another from all sorts of  people. He’d listen, respond, move to the next call. He’d then 
run from his office in the garage to the main house at Trinity Retreat, give a talk, then 
have more one-on-one time with retreatants or others. He’d see people all day long up till 
midnight. He’d stop briefly for a meal or to give another talk.

On top of  this, he helped many and varied Catholic apostolates, including co-founding 
Good Counsel homes for mothers and babies. Truly, because of  him, 36 years ago, a 
mother walked into a former convent in Hoboken, New Jersey, and this mission, Good 
Counsel began to help pregnant and parenting women return to school, find work and 
take the next good steps in their lives. Thousands of  formerly homeless women and 
children have been helped, thanks to Fr. Benedict listening and responding as best he 
could with love and support. 

Good Counsel’s doors remained open throughout the global pandemic because our 
intake method is open, which means no mother or child is turned away. As Pope Saint 
John Paul II wrote in his pro-life letter,  Evangelium Vitae, 
“As disciples of  Jesus, we are called to become neighbors 
to everyone (cf. Lk 10:29-37), and to show special favor 
to those who are poorest, most alone and most in need.” 

 Let us celebrate as we strive for more, to be healthy, 
life-giving members of  the Body of  Christ. I have to say a 
special thanks to Fr. Benedict for being such an example.  
I thank you for joining me as we strive and grow as 
members of  the Body of  Christ.

Peace,

Christopher Bell
President & Co-Founder
Good Counsel
PS: Father never stopped helping. Neither have you, our good friends, ever stopped offering 

vital support. Your kindness offers not only the opportunity to help a pregnant young lady to 
find a safe home, and the opportunity to go back to school, learn a trade or earn a degree. You 
are also allowing her to find the Love of  Christ.

      July 23, 2020 A.D. 

 

My Dear Friend for Life,      

 Let’s join together and celebrate Fr. Benedict Groeschel’s Anniversary of Birth because 
the Lord truly blessed us with his life. I’m just one of a thousand lives he’d change and directed 
and guided toward helping others. Because of him, 35 years ago, a mother walked into a former 
convent in Hoboken, New Jersey, and Good Counsel began, and to date has served thousands 
of homeless pregnant and parenting women and their children. 

 Father never stopped helping. Neither have you, our good friends, ever stopped offering 
vital support. Your kindness offers not only the opportunity to help a pregnant young lady to 
find a safe home, and the opportunity to go back to school, learn a trade or earn a degree. You 
are also allowing her to find the Love of Christ. 

  Fr. Benedict’s vision paved the way for us to welcome any mother who comes to our 
door. Our intake method is open, which means no mother or child is ever rejected, as most had 
already been by just about everyone, before coming to 
us. It is our Christian obligation to make room for all, 
and it is also our challenge. Pope Saint John Paul II 
writes in his pro-life letter,  Evangelium Vitae, “As 
disciples of Jesus, we are called to become neighbors to 
everyone (cf. Lk 10:29-37), and to show special favor to 
those who are poorest, most alone and most in need.” 
(No. 87)  

 

             Fr. Benedict and other Friars of the Renewal  
meet Pope St. John Paul II 

 

 Looking at two great men meet in St. Peter’s Square with other Friars of the Renewal, the 
Community Fr. Benedict began with Fr. Glenn Sudano, CFR, Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR and 
others, is a beautiful picture of how the Church encourages and challenges one another to do 
more, to strive for more, to be more of a healthy, life giving member of the Body of Christ.  

 Let us join together and celebrate as we strive for more, to be healthy, life-giving 
members of the Body of Christ. I have to say a special thanks to Fr. Benedict for being such an 
example.  I thank you for joining me as we strive and grow as members of the Body of Christ.  

Peace, 

 

Christopher Bell 
President 

Fr. Benedict holding Pope St. John Paul II’s 
hand in St. Peter’s Square with 

Fr. Stan Fortuna (black beard) and other 
Friars of the Renewal. A beautiful picture of 
the Church encouraging us to do more for 

the Body of Christ. 



Sister Deirdre Byrne, POSC
Patricia Donahoe
Sean Flanagan

Thomas Kolenberg, KM
Vice-Chairman

James J. McKenna
Treasurer

Joseph A. Michalik
Rev. Fidelis Moscinski, CFR

Chairman
J. Anthony San Filippo, MD

Thomas Slanover
Secretary

Mark Swartzberg
Jo-Ann Venezia

Dion H. Zappe, Ph.D.
Christopher e. Torkelson, Esq.

Attorney-of-Counsel

Board of Directors

We, the members of the Board of Directors
Of Good Counsel, express our

profound gratitude to
Father Benedict Groeschel

for his love and unflagging labors
to comfort and uphold pregnant women and their innocent

children, born and unborn.

Thank you, Father. Please pray for us and our families, and
for everyone at Good Counsel.



Our Mission

Good Counsel homes recognizes the dignity of 
God-given life, from the moment of conception, 
fostering a nurturing, safe, family environment, 
encouraging self-respect and independence for 
pregnant mothers and their children in a diverse 

community of all faiths and beliefs.

Our Vision

Through the intercession of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel and Mary’s Missionaries, 
The Good Counsel family promotes the 

Corporal Works of Mercy for mothers and 
their children, building a network of homes 
while advancing the Culture of Life across 

these United States.



IN MARCH 2021, 
GOOD COUNSEL TURNED 36

Accomplishment since the first Good Counsel home opened in1985:
• 1,245 babies, and counting, have been born to Good Counsel 

mothers. This year of 2021, 11 babies have been born to date.
• More than 8,000 mothers and children have been assisted at Good 

Counsel since the first home opened in Hoboken, New Jersey.
• Good Counsel has provided more than 758,400 nights of shelter.
• More than 42,000 calls and emails have been received on Good 

Counsel’s 24/7 Helpline services.
• Our four homes maintained a 100% occupancy rate through last year.
• Throughout the coronavirus epidemic, at the epicenter in New York 

City, Good Counsel continued to welcome pregnant women, some 
with small children.

• Good Counsel has assisted in the opening of nine similar maternity 
homes in eight states.

Currrently, Good Counsel operates four homes, three in the greater 
New York metropolitan area, and one outside Camden, New Jersey. 
Good Counsel is the largest private program for homeless pregnant 
women in the United States.

Good Counsel demonstrates that the cycle of poverty can be broken, and 
a crisis pregnancy can be a healing experience, leading a homeless mother 

toward a more prosperous, healthy and spiritual life.



God Bless Good Counsel

and 

The Friars and Sisters of the Renewal

Bishop Peter J. Byrne



For All the 

Heavenly Memories

Of My Brother

Taking Care of Me

As a Little Child

Marjule Groeschel Drury



In Memory of
Our Friend,

Father Benedict Groeschel.
Thank you for Your Shining

Christian Example 
and for a 
Lifetime

of Saintly Work.

Jim and Joan Bell



Fr. Groeschel, a wonderful, loving man 
treating everyone as all God’s children.
He loved his priesthood and used it to 

glorify God.

 ◊◊◊

Thank you, Chris and Joan Bell,
For your undying devotion toward
Mothers and their innocent Babies.
May God continue to bless you and 

your family.

 ◊◊◊

Thank You, Lord, for our four wonderful 
sons and their wives, and for the blessings 

of our 13 Grandchildren.

The Eitner Family



Selling the world’s safest cars for over 50 years.
We pride ourselves in consistently exceeding our customer’s expectations.

Stop by our dealership or give us a call for more information.

SMYTHE VOLVO 50-42 River Rd., Summit, NJ 07901
908-273-4200 • www.smythevolvo.com

A Flanagan Family Enterprise



1985

March 10 
Christopher Bell and 

Fr. Benedict Groeschel 
open a Maternity Home 

in Hoboken, NJ

1987
In May, the Spring 

Valley home (The Cardinal 
Cooke Residence) opened 

on Mother’s Day.
November 21, the Staten 
Island home opened on 

the Feast of the 
Presentation of Mary.

1998
December 

Good Counsel opens 
new home, Malta 

House in Connecticut, 
later established as an 

independent Board.

GOOD COUNSEL 
HOME OPENINGS

March 10, 1985 
First home opened in Hoboken, NJ

May 10, 1987 Mother’s Day 
Spring Valley, NY Home 

November 21, 1987 
Staten Island, NY Home

December 8, 1999 
Daystar home in Harrison, NY

April 6, 2011
Riverside, NJ Home

1999
December 8 

Good Counsel opens 
Daystar in Harrison, NY.
Good Counsel cares for  
297 women and children 
in 6 homes, giving 25,000 

nights of shelter. 3,000 
calls are answered on the 

24-hour helpline.1996
April: Good Counsel 

establishes a nationwide  
24-hour helpline,  
1-800-723-8331.

October: Good Counsel 
implements the Exodus 

Program, a formal outreach  
for mothers who have moved 

on after Good Counsel.

2014
October 3 

Father Benedict Groeschel, 
CFR, Good Counsel’s  

co-founder, passes away.
Good Counsel provides  

its 600,000th night of 
shelter for women and 

children.

2016
Good Counsel’s 

1,000th baby, 
Mia Rose, is born.

2021
More than 8,000 

mothers and children 
have been helped 

since 1985. 

1991
April 1

 The Paraclete  
Foundation in the 

South Bronx comes 
under the operation of 

Good Counsel  
and opens as a  

new home.



1999
December 8 

Good Counsel opens 
Daystar in Harrison, NY.
Good Counsel cares for  
297 women and children 
in 6 homes, giving 25,000 

nights of shelter. 3,000 
calls are answered on the 

24-hour helpline.

2000
March 10 

Good Counsel’s 
15th anniversary. 

More than 2,800 moms 
and babies have been 

assisted.

2001
 Good Counsel 
becomes one of 

the founders of the 
Pregnancy Services 
Network of Greater 

New York

2002
Good Counsel 

establishes Lumina, a 
national post-abortion 
healing program that 
refers and counsels 
those suffering after  

an abortion. 
877.586.4621

2011
April 6 

Good Counsel opens 
its new home in 

Riverside, New Jersey

2014
October 3 

Father Benedict Groeschel, 
CFR, Good Counsel’s  

co-founder, passes away.
Good Counsel provides  

its 600,000th night of 
shelter for women and 

children. 2012
Good Counsel helps 

form the National 
Maternity Housing 
Coalition, now a 

network with more than 
100 maternity homes 

in the U.S.
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THE BOOK OF JAMES
BAND

Religion clean and undefiled before God and  
the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and widows 
in their tribulation: and to keep one’s self unspotted 

from this world. (James 1:27)

Solo Performers

Duos

Trios

Light Acoustic Music

Folk Music

Music with a Message

Electric Music

and Some Bob Dylan

For more information, 
please call 845-893-7475



Good Counsel’s Programs

Budgeting & Vocational Assistance
As a goal, each mother is encouraged to save one-third of any income she earns. This helps 
budget for eventual permanent housing. Good Counsel staff guide each mother on good 
spending practices and identify needs versus wants purchasing. Additionally, trained staff 
and volunteers meet with every resident upon admission and assist her with enrollment in an 
assessment program that identifies her interests, abilities, and employment opportunities. 
Resume and job interview counseling, including proper dress codes, provide our mothers 
with an opportunity to succeed.

Parenting
Many mothers come from broken or dysfunctional homes and benefit from learning 
positive, practical aspects of parenting. From prenatal care to learning how to bathe a 
newborn, a great deal of emphasis is placed on empowering each woman to be the best 
mother for her child. Each mom learns to identify the different stages of a child’s growth 
and soon begins to recognize the development of motor skills. Loving and caring discipline 
is emphasized so that a mother may not repeat family patterns of abusive behavior.

Nutrition
Eating healthy is not only important to the expectant mother, but after birth as well when 
her body goes through many changes. The changing diets of newborns, toddlers and pre-
schoolers is addressed, and mothers also learn to prepare nutritious meals by taking turns 
cooking dinner for each other. Shopping economically is emphasized, and mothers are 
encouraged to experiment and try different dishes.

Spirituality & Chastity
Staff and volunteers regularly meet in groups and offer practical Catholic teaching and 
guidance as a way to assist residents in their spiritual journey. Each Good Counsel home 
has its own chapel, and we invite our mothers to consider the sacraments, Scripture, 
prayer, retreats, and the external church community as a good way to find understanding, 
forgiveness and healing. The virtue of chastity is promoted in each home as a healthy 
lifestyle, not only so a mother can concentrate and be more devoted to her baby, but as an 
opportunity for her to more fully identify and respect her personal dignity.

Health & AIDS Education
This program allows expectant and new mothers to focus more on the many changes 
happening to their bodies and helps them to recognize some areas that may need more 
attention. All health care materials and information provided to our residents are life 
affirming and never undermine the virtue of chastity. To this point, Good Counsel teaches 
that abstinence is the only true and healthy way to halt the spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases, including, HIV-AIDS. Our comprehensive program points out the many dangers 
of contraception which wound participants physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Lumina
This referral program guides post-abortive women and men to healing through confidential 
counseling and peer groups. Lumina (which means light) helps a person through the dark 
effects of an abortion experience, which sometimes produces grief, depression, anxiety 
and other serious conditions many years later. Periodic retreats and days of recollection are 
offered throughout the year by Theresa Bonopartis, the Lumina Director.

Our Sincere Gratitudeto our generous sponsors …
Patron Sponsors

Joan and Jim Bell
Janet and Frank Della Fera 

Catherine Dillon 
J.R. and Claire Hundertmark

St. Gerard Majella Award
Mary Kay and Bruce Barket

Valet Parking
Barbara Caraturo

If we have forgotten to list someone, please know 
that it is a slip of the pen and not of the heart.



Thank you, 

Father Benedict 

and

All Good Wishes 

to 

Good Counsel Homes

Dr. Joseph Cleary



Father Benedict’s wise 
words continue to

encourage me and many 
others.

May God always bless the 
good work of Good Counsel, 

started by Father Benedict 
and Christopher Bell.

Victoria Robinson



In Loving Memory of

Father Benedict Groeschel.

We Miss You.

Deacon Richard 
and 

Dr. Constance Salhany



Holy, Kind, Gentle, 

Highly Intelligent, 

Easy to Listen to,

Dear, Fr. Groeschel,

Please pray for me and my family.

A Devoted Friend



Thank you 
Fr. Benedict 

for 
Long Years of 

Spiritual Guidance

Anne Nehrbauer



Thinking of Putting Good Counsel in Your Will?

Other ways to donate to Good Counsel

Online
Matching Gifts-Please check if your employer 

offers matching gifts.
Planned Giving

For information, please contact Lynn Gully
201.795.0637 or lynn_gully@goodcounselhomes.org

Stay in touch with Good Counsel!
On our website at www.goodcounselhomes.org and on social media…

Good Counsel Blog: www.goodcounselhomes.org/blog

Like us on Facebook: goodcounselhomes

Follow us on Twitter: GoodCounselOrg

Join us on Pinterest: GoodCounselNJ

See our YouTube videos: goodcounselhomes

Stay in touch with Good Counsel!
On our website at www.goodcounselhomes.org and on social media…

Join us on Pinterest: 
GoodCounselNJ
See our YouTube videos: 
goodcounselhomes

Good Counsel Blog: 
www.goodcounselhomes.org/blog
Like us on Facebook: 
goodcounselhomes
Follow us on Twitter: 
GoodCounselOrg



WHAT GOOD COUNSEL MOTHERS SAY 

Donna
“The staff really help me. Especially my case 
manager. She’s always here for you. Even 
though I’m embarrassed and I hold back...
she always seems to know what I need.”

Pauline
“Good Counsel, you opened a door for me; 
you helped me with a place to stay. You 
helped me to get on my feet. There are other 
women who need the same thing.”

Audrey
“Everyone at Good Counsel is one family, 
I feel good being here, because everybody 
cares about me and my baby.”

Jessy
“Good Counsel is a good place if you’re 
pregnant and have no place to go. They 
show you how to help yourself, to make 
things stable for yourself and your child.”

Carina
“I couldn’t believe it. I was welcomed at 
Good Counsel with open arms and open 
hearts. They teach us life skills, and I can 
put my little girl in their child care and I 
know that someone responsible is watching 
her while I’m at school. That’s huge.”

Crystal
“What a relief, not to have to scrape for 
food, to know my child and I will eat when 
we’re hungry. I was living in a truck before 
I found out about this place. Here at Good 
Counsel I have the support of a real family, 
that I never had before.”

Laetitia
“It’s good for my son to be here; he’s healthy. 
He’s trying to stand by himself, to walk. He 
walks like crazy with the walker. He’s a very 
happy baby.”

Anita
“For the first time since I got pregnant I am 
not terrified. I wish I could say “thank you” 
to all the people who help me and Good 
Counsel.”

Moesha 
“The great thing is that they (the Good 
Counsel staff) are keeping me on track to 
keep focusing toward my goals, so that 
when this virus goes, I won’t feel like I’ve 
been just floating for 3 months. The staff 
is really amazing; they care about us and 
about the kids. They make you feel like 
you’re a person.”

Valarie
“At the house, they’re teaching us structure 
so we can know how to make a living and 
be good mothers. It’s a really good program. 
The founders should be very proud to come 
up with this.” 

Sandra
“Coming from having nothing, to Good 
Counsel, and seeing how people are nice 
and caring, gives me hope. Like the donors 
I’ve seen, I can say that what donors do 
for us is so appreciated. It’s a miracle that 
people are still like this.”

Dominique - a house manager
“When you think about giving up, 
remember that God got you this far.”

                                
                                              Kamyie 

          

                                                                                                                                                                             Jacob 

                                
                                              Kamyie 

          

                                                                                                                                                                             Jacob 
Kamyie Jacob



Volunteer
Make a special gift of your time by volunteering.  
Volunteer opportunities include:

Ongoing volunteer positions
We are always ready to welcome great volunteers! Donors and 
volunteers can join Good Counsel and help families get a new 
start in life in a variety of ways, from the smallest details to the 
most complex. From fundraising and friend-raising to teaching, 
mentoring and sharing time and talents, plenty of volunteer 
opportunities exist in both the Good Counsel offices and the 
residences. Most important, there is a constant need of prayer 
volunteers, essential in keeping the homes open. Please also consider 
performing this vital task. Log on to www.goodcounselhomes.org/
volunteer for further information.

Hosting a Special Event
Organize a special event, with proceeds donated to Good Counsel 
Homes. 

Special Projects for groups or businesses
Often we have special projects at one of our homes or 
opportunities for groups and businesses to help raise funds or 
resources. For more information, please contact Lynn Gully at 
201.795.0637 or lynn_gully @goodcounselhomes.org

Join us on Pinterest:  
GoodCounselNJ
See our YouTube videos:  
goodcounselhomes
Find us on Instagram:
GoodCounselHomes

Good Counsel Blog:  
www.goodcounselhomes.org/blog
Like us on Facebook:  
goodcounselhomes
Follow us on Twitter:  
GoodCounselOrg

Stay in touch with Good Counsel!
On our website at www.goodcounselhomes.org and on social media…



Father Benedict Books
Listening at Prayer:  Paulist Press; 3rd edition (March 1984)

Spiritual Passages:  Crossroad Publishing (December 1984)

Courage to be Chaste:  Paulist Press (September 1985)

Stumbling Blocks or Stepping Stones: Spiritual Answers to Psychological Questions: 
Paulist Press (December 1987)

Reform of Renewal:  Ignatius Press  (October 1990)

A Still, Small Voice: A Practical Guide on Reported Revelations: Ignatius Press (Feb. 1993)

Healing the Original Wound:  Servant Publications (July 1993)

Heaven in Our Hands: Receiving the Blessings We Long for:  Charis Books (Sept. 1994)

Augustine:  Crossroad Publishing (April 1995)

Arise from Darkness: What to Do When Life Doesn’t Make Sense:  Ignatius Press (Dec. 1995)

In the Presence of Our Lord: The History, Theology, and Psychology of Eucharistic 
Devotion:  Our Sunday Visitor (March 1997)

A Priest Forever: The Life of Father Eugene Hamilton:  Our Sunday Visitor (March 1998)

Praying In The Presence Of Our Lord: Prayers For Eucharistic Adoration:  
Our Sunday Visitor (March 1999)

The Journey Toward God: In the Footsteps of the Great Spiritual Writers -  
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox: Charis Books (March 2000)

Quiet Moments With Benedict Groeschel:  Charis Books (July 2000)  

Praying in the Presence of the Lord with the Saints:  Our Sunday Visitor (April 2001)

Behold He Comes:  Charis Books (Aug. 2001)

The Cross at Ground Zero:  Our Sunday Visitor (Feb. 2002)

From Scandal to Hope:  Our Sunday Visitor (July 2002)

The King Crucified and Risen:  Charis Books (Nov. 2002)

The Rosary: Chain of Hope:  Ignatius Press (June 2003)

There are No Accidents: In All Things Trust in God:  Our Sunday Visitor (June 2004)

Praying to Our Lord Jesus Christ:  Ignatius Press (Nov. 2004)

A Drama of Reform:  Ignatius Press (Nov. 2005)

Why Do We Believe? (Strengthening Your Faith in Christ): Our Sunday Visitor; Sept. 2005

The Virtue Driven Life:  Our Sunday Visitor (Sept. 2006)

Praying with the Creed: Meditations from the Oratory:  Our Sunday Visitor (April 2007)

Questions and Answers About Your Journey to God:  Our Sunday Visitor (Sept. 4, 2007)

Experiencing the Mystery of Christ: Meditations from the Oratory:  
Our Sunday Visitor (May 2008)

Everyday Encounters With God:  Word Among Us (September 2008)

Tears of God:  Ignatius Press (February 27, 2009)

After This Life: What Catholics Believe About What Happens: Our Sunday Visitor (2009)

Travelers Along The Way:  Servant Press (Oct. 2010)

I Am With You Always:  Ignatius Press (Dec. 2010)

The Saints In My Life:  Our Sunday Visitor (2011)

Jesus and Mary, In Praise of their Glorious Names:  Our Sunday Visitor (2012)
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