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LETTERS OF WELCOME
Honourable Delegates!
My name is Markina Sofia and I am going to be your chair during the MUN conference. I am 19
years old and I am from Russia, from Nizhny Novgorod. Now I am a Junior student at the Linguistic
University of Nizhny Novgorod n.a. N.A. Dobrolubov and the field of my studies is International
Relations.
I first experienced participating in MUN 2 years ago. It was a one-day MUN for freshmen in my
university. After that, I have participated in a lot of Russian MUNs such as Far East MUN, CMIMUN, MSUMUN and some others. Today I am the Secretary General of Nizhny Novgorod
International MUN (NNIMUN). This Prague MUN is not my first experience of being a Chairperson
but the first experience of being a Chairperson in English-working-language committee.
Our first topic in UN Women is Ending Child Marriages. Today, there are about 700 million women
in the world who married before adulthood, and about a third of them married before the age of
15. Very often these marriages are caused by religion, traditions, poverty or lack of educational
opportunities for girls. Early marriages are a violation of human rights, women's rights and
children's rights. And today we must get one step closer to solving this issue so that girls can
choose their own future, not suffer from early pregnancies and domestic violence.

I hope for constructive debates, fresh ideas and an atmosphere of politeness and respect!
You can always contact me via Gmail sonicoos33@gmail.com or text me on WhatsApp
+7(905)148-81-56
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Greetings Delegates!
My name is Klavdija Košec, and I will be one of your chairs for this year’s PragueMUN. I am from
Slovenia, originally from Celje, but I am studying in Ljubljana. I am currently in my third and final
year of Public Sector Governance undergraduate studies.
In High school, I firstly started with MEP conferences and later, in my first year of university
studies, I tried MUN as well. From then on, I participated in multiple online conferences as a
delegate. I am also a member of the MUN Slovenian Club (MUNSC). Now, for the first time, I
decided to try another role in MUN, and therefore this conference will be my first-time chairing
conference.

One of this year’s UN Women topics is Women’s right for land ownership and resources.
I look forward to solutions you will work on. This Study Guide provides you with the first
step for your research. It only provides you with basic concepts of the topics, so please
note, that you need to upgrade it with individual research based on the allocated country,
to further your knowledge on these topics.
I am very happy that you decided to take a part in this conference, and I genuinely think
you will have a great experience of debating, public speaking, and writing resolutions. I
hope you will enjoy teamwork, critical thinking, and providing us with your point of view.
I am open to answering any of your questions before and even between the conference.
You may contact me via Gmail at kosecklavd@gmail.com.
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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE
The United Nations established the United Nations Women in 2011 as the United Nations Entity
for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. Therefore, the main goal of the council
has been to accelerate the process of gender equality and empowerment of women.1
UN Women is helping the UN Member States to design equal gender policy and standards,
through accepting global standards on the topic. Moreover, it also helps governments to design
and implement laws, policies, programs, and services. It takes care of ensuring that standards
are implemented correctly and that they bring benefits for girls and women all around the world.2
The four main priorities of the committee are3:
1) Women lead, participate in and benefit equally from governance systems;
2) Women have income security, decent work, and economic autonomy;
3) All women and girls live a life free from all forms of violence;
4) Women and girls contribute to and have greater influence in building sustainable peace and
resilience, and benefit equally from the prevention of natural disasters and conflicts and
humanitarian action.
The committee also works in line with deliberations and agreements linked to the Agenda 2030,
as the fourth goal of the Agenda put gender equality as fundamental to the Sustainable
Development Goals, and a more inclusive world4.
To conclude, the council is consistent with UN countries, right now it is consistent of ten African
States, ten Asia-Pacific States, four the Eastern Europe States, six Latin American and the
Caribbean States, five Western European and other States, four Contributing Countries
(Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States) and two Contributing Countries not
Members of the OECD/DAC (Senegal and Turkey)5.

1

United Nations, The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women,
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2013/07/un-women-the-united-nations-entity-for-gender-equality-and-the-empowermentof-women/ (last acceded 7. 12. 2021).
2 United Nations, About UN Women, https://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/about-un-women (last acceded 7. 12. 2021).
3 United Nations, About UN Women, https://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/about-un-women (last acceded 7. 12. 2021).
4
United
Nations,
Goal
5:
Achieve
gender
equality
and
empower
all
women
and
girls,
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/ (last acceded 7. 12. 2021).
5 United Nations, UN-Women Executive Board Members, https://www.unwomen.org/en/executive-board/members (last
acceded 7. 12. 2021).
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TOPIC A: ENDING CHILD MARRIAGES
INTRODUCTION
Child marriage, according to the definition of United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) — is an officially concluded marriage or an informal union with a person under
the age of 18. The United States’ (USA) Department of Health and some researchers also refer
to child marriage as the betrothal of minors and their marriage by court decision during teenage
pregnancy.
At the same time, in different cultures and religions, in different peoples and at different times,
you can find different ideas about which marriage should be considered too early and why. For
many centuries early marriages were quite commonplace, allowed by religion, laws and customs.
And now, in some countries and regions, the minimum age of marriage established by law is less
than 18 years; in others, marriage under 18 is allowed with the consent of parents, due to
pregnancy or other special circumstances; thirdly, cultural traditions and religious institutions may
be stronger than official legal norms. For example, the legal age of marriage for girls in Iran,
Kuwait, Niger is 15 years, in Cambodia - 13 years, In Lebanon, North Korea and some other
countries - 17 years. As for cases of reducing the age of marriage, they often include early
pregnancy (In Russia, in this case, marriage is allowed from the age of 16), as well as obtaining
full legal capacity before the age of majority.
At the end of the 20 - beginning of the 21st century, the largest number of child marriages were
concluded in poor developing countries and in low-income families. According to the available
data6, child marriage is most common in some parts of Africa, South, Southeast and Western
Asia, Latin America and Oceania. The proportion of child marriages in most places is steadily
declining, but remains very high - over 60% - in Niger, Chad, Mali, Bangladesh, Guinea and the
CAR. The early age marriages are massively celebrated in Niger, Chad, Bangladesh, Mali and
Ethiopia — more than 20% of marriages take place under the age of 15 (according to research
data from 2003-2009)7.

6

UNFPA-Marrying too Young (https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/MarryingTooYoung.pdf)

Child brides — For poorer, most of the time. The Economist (28 February 2011). (URL:
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2011/02/28/for-poorer-most-of-the-time)
7
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Among the reasons for child marriages are poverty, customs of bride price and dowry giving, local
cultural traditions, laws allowing early marriage, religious and social pressure, religious rules,
fears of not getting married/not getting married in adulthood, illiteracy, the inability of women to
find paid work (existing or expected).
Both boys and girls marry at an early age, but there are many more young brides, and most of
them are girls from families in a difficult socio-economic situation. That is the reason to discuss
such an issue at the Commission on the Status of Women.

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC

Early marriage used to be common and generally accepted for many centuries and in most
populated places around the world. In Antiquity and in the Middle Ages, girls were most often
engaged at the age of puberty and even earlier. It was only in the 20th century that these traditions
were questioned, when at first there was a tendency to increase the age of first marriage, and
then states began to raise the minimum age of marriage.
According to M. A. Friedman8, in Ancient Israel, only the father could decide when and whom his
daughter would marry, and this was not even discussed; moreover, many girls were married
before the age of 15, often at the very beginning of puberty. In the Middle Ages, most Jewish
women also married at a young age. Ruth Lamdan9 writes that "in the "Response" of the 16th
century and other sources, many mentions and references indicate that child marriage was then
the most common thing and was considered the norm. In this regard, it is important to remember
that in Halakha the term "minor" refers to a girl under the age of 12 years and one day. And at the
age of twelve and a half, the girl was already considered an adult in all respects.
In Greece, early marriage and motherhood were also approved, and even young men were
expected to marry in adolescence. In those days, when the average life expectancy was from 40

8

Friedman M. A. Jewish Marriage in Palestine // The Jewish Theological Seminary of America. — 1980

Lamdān, Ruth. A Separate People: Jewish Women in Palestine, Syria, and Egypt in the sixteenth
Century. — Leiden, 2000.
9

6

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

to 45 years, early marriages and early childbearing were quite typical and justified. In the Roman
Empire, the minimum age of marriage was set at 12 years for girls and 14 years for boys.
The legislation of medieval England, largely based on Roman law, also allowed early marriages,
and they were usually performed before the age of 16. In China, during the imperial period of its
history, child marriage was also considered the norm.
Most religions known in history have established a minimum age for marriage in one way or
another. Christian canon law forbade marrying a girl before reaching the age of puberty, and the
Indian Vedas - three more years after that age. Jewish scholars and rabbis categorically
disapproved of marriage before puberty, but at the same time made an exception: girls and girls
aged 3 to 12 years could be engaged or married at the will of their fathers.
The Catholic Church, prior to the adoption of the Code of Canon Law of 1917, set the minimum
age for concluding an annullable engagement (Lat. sponsalia de futuro) at seven years. The
minimum age for a valid marriage was considered to be either the actual achievement of puberty,
or nominally 14 years for boys and 12 years for girls. The 1917 Code raised it to 16 years for boys
and 14 years for girls; the current Code of Canon Law, adopted in 1983, left 16 years for boys
and 14 years for girls.
In Islamic marriage rules, girls under the age of 10 are sometimes allowed to marry, because
Sharia law is partly based on the sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad, partly described
in the collections of hadith "Sahih al-Bukhari" and "Sahih Muslim". According to these sources,
Muhammad married Aisha, the third of his wives, when she was six or seven years old actually
entered into a marital relationship with Aisha when she was about nine or ten years old.
Despite the fact that by the beginning of the 21st century, the laws of most countries set the general
minimum age of marriage at 18, in many countries (and not only in developing or religious ones) there
are exceptions that allow marriage earlier than this age with the consent of parents and/or by court
decision. In some countries, religious marriage is still recognized by the state authorities along with
secular marriage or even instead of it, in others, a registered civil marriage is mandatory.
Sometimes the authorities of a secular state punish ministers of worship who sanctify the conclusion
of marriage with a person who has not reached the age of marriage according to national legislation.
For example, in Kyrgyzstan, in 2016, a law was adopted criminalizing (from 3 to 6 years of
imprisonment) representatives of the clergy (as well as parents of newlyweds) who participate in the
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consecration of marriage with a person who has not reached the marriageable age. Penalties for
conducting non-state, including religious, marriage ceremonies with young newlyweds also exist in
India, Canada and the USA.
The United Nations Population Fund reported that10:
In 2010, 158 countries reported that according to their laws, the minimum age for a woman to marry
without the consent of parents or authorities is 18 years. However, in 146 countries, State laws or laws
of local customs allow girls under the age of 18 to marry with the consent of their parents or authorities;
in 52 countries, a girl under the age of 15 can marry with the consent of her parents. The situation is
different for men. In 180 countries, the minimum age of free marriage for a man is 18 years. In addition,
in 105 countries it is possible for young men under the age of 18 to marry with the consent of their
parents or the relevant authorities, and in 23 countries a young man under the age of 15 can marry
with the consent of his parents.

DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM
Causes of child marriages
According to UNFPA, the factors contributing to the spread of child marriages are: poverty and
related economic survival strategies, gender inequality, issues of ownership of land and other
property, control over sexuality and protection of family honor, traditions and culture, the inability
to ensure the safety of an unmarried woman's life (the latter is especially relevant during war,
famine or epidemic). Other reasons include the use of marriages to resolve issues of power and
relations between families. The spread of child marriages may be associated with rapid population
growth, a large number of orphaned children, epidemics of various diseases.
Dowry and ransom
The ancient tradition of giving a bride's dowry in some regions has been preserved even now.
Often, for the bride's parents, collecting a dowry leads to too much expense, especially in times
of economic crises, persecution, unpredictable property seizures and the establishment of
discriminatory taxes like jizya. Such economic difficulties often encourage parents to betroth and
marry their daughter as soon as they have a sufficient dowry, regardless of the age of the

10

http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/MarryingTooYoung.pdf
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daughter. S. D. Goyten notes that Ashkenazi Jews also have such a tradition — to marry off their
daughter as early as possible, as soon as the parents collect a dowry that suits the groom11.
In the traditions of other nations, there is a practice of bride redemption — when, on the contrary,
the groom (or his parents) must pay money or other property to the bride's parents for their
consent to the marriage. In some countries, the younger the bride, the greater the ransom for her
can be obtained. This practice further contributes to the early marriages of girls. It happens that
the bride's parents find themselves in such a difficult financial situation that for them to "sell" their
daughter in marriage is the only way out of it; others consider their daughters in advance as a
kind of commodity and a source of income for the family. Thus, the tradition of bride-buying
sometimes leads not only to early marriages, but also to child trafficking.
Persecution, forced relocation and slavery
An increase in the number of early marriages is also observed in the most difficult and dangerous
situations, such as wars, forced conversion to religion, the capture of local residents and their
enslavement, deportation and forced relocation, mass detentions. Since in most such situations
men die or are deprived of their liberty more often than women, there is a shortage of suitable
suitors, which forces the girl's parents to marry her off at the first opportunity, until the groom
leaves or something else happens. Until the 19th century, the persecution of Gypsies and Jews
in Europe, the seizure of slaves in West Africa by European colonizers, and in India and
Afghanistan by Muslim ones, led to an increase in the proportion of child marriages among the
peoples who were victims of this violence.
So, according to the New York Times and other researchers, the main reason for the spread of
child marriages in India was its conquest by Muslims, which began more than a thousand years
ago.12 The invaders often raped unmarried Indian girls or kidnapped them as trophies, and early
marriage seemed to be a protection against this. Sephardim found themselves in a similar
situation under the rule of Muslims in the X-XIII centuries, and among Sephardim, early marriages

Goitein S. D. The Jewish Communities of the Arab World // A Mediterranean Society. — University of
California Press, 1978. — Vol. 3.
11

12

Burns, John F.. Though Illegal, Child Marriage Is Popular in Part of India, New York Times (11 May
1998) (https://www.nytimes.com/1998/05/11/world/though-illegal-child-marriage-is-popular-in-part-ofindia.html?_r=0 )

9

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

of girls also became widespread, and they became even more widespread among Jews expelled
from Spain to the Ottoman Empire. Among the eastern Sephardim who lived in Muslim-majority
regions, this continued into the 19th century.
Poverty, social pressure, fear and insecurity
Social insecurity is one of the main causes of child marriages around the world. For example, in
Nepal13, parents are afraid of being subjected to public censure if an adult (over 18 years old)
daughter continues to live in their house. Another threat is rape, which, among other things, can
lead to the fact that then the victim of violence will have little chance of getting married. In other
cultures, it is feared that an unmarried woman can easily be involved in illicit relationships or run
away with a lover and thereby disgrace her brothers and deprive younger sisters of the chances
of a successful marriage. Such considerations and the pressure of public opinion also lead to
early marriages.
For a family living in extreme poverty, a daughter can be a burden, and if she is married off as
early as possible, it will be a relief for both the family and herself; poor parents have little choice.
Child marriage can also be considered as a means of ensuring the economic security of a young
woman, especially in a situation when the parent family is no longer able to support her, and the
woman herself is unable to earn her livelihood. This is especially true for ethnic groups in a
vulnerable position; Among Jews who lived scattered in different regions of the world, poverty,
lack of suitors, economic and social instability were the reasons for frequent child marriages.
Another reason for early marriage may be parents' fears for their daughter's physical safety and
their hopes that her husband will be able to protect her from violence, promiscuous sexual activity
and sexually transmitted diseases. However, in reality, the entry of minors into marriage with men
much older than them increases the risk of contracting such infections, and married people are
more likely to become infected with AIDS or human papillomavirus than unmarried

Thapa, S. ITS PREVALENCE AND CORRELATES // Contributions to Nepalese Studies. —
1996. — No. 23(2). — P. 361—375.
13
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During long-term armed conflicts, young women are often married off to military personnel or
members of various armed formations in the hope that a woman will be safer next to an armed
husband; in other cases, armed men seize brides by force.
Political and financial relations
Child marriage may depend on socio-economic status. Aristocrats in a number of countries,
including medieval feudal Europe, sought to use the marriages of their children for political
purposes, to strengthen political and economic ties between noble families. Such a marriage was
considered an important binding contract, and its termination could have the most serious
consequences both for the spouses themselves and for their relatives.
Women’s and girl’s health
Ingrained concepts of gender inequality and discrimination, harmful gender stereotypes, beliefs
and cultural norms serve as additional factors. According to the international organization Plan
International, early marriages are especially common among girls with a low level in deeply
hierarchical societies, where men dominate women and the elderly over the young, girls face
double vulnerability, being both women and young. Such cultural attitudes can justify physical and
psychological violence against women.
Parents are worried about ensuring so-called virginity14, which is not a medical or scientific term.
This concept is rather a social, cultural and religious concept reflecting educations that have
grown up in an environment of gender discrimination
It is also worth noting that in China, India and other Asian countries, as well as in the South
Caucasus, the preference of sons over daughters can be so obvious that couples will do anything
to avoid the daughter they already have in favour of their son. Preference for the birth of sons is
a sign of ingrained gender inequality, which harms the whole of society.
It is widely believed that early marriage protects girls from promiscuous sexual relations and,
consequently, from diseases, but the reality is different. Married girls are more likely than

14

UN agencies are calling for a ban on virginity testing by WHO. (URL: https://www.who.int/ru/news/item/17-102018-united-nations-agencies-call-for-ban - virginity test)
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unmarried girls to become infected with STDs15, in particular HIV and the human papillomavirus
(HPV). In sub-Saharan Africa, girls aged 15-19 are 2-8 times more likely to be infected with HIV
than boys of the same age. The risk of HIV infection as a result of a single unprotected vaginal
intercourse in women is 2-3 times higher than in men. Early marriages play a dramatic role in the
spread of a deadly disease - cervical cancer.
Pregnancy creates a lot of problems for girls and girls. Because pregnancy weakens the immune
system, pregnant girls are at increased risk of contracting diseases such as malaria. Malaria kills
more than 1 million people annually, of which 90% are in Africa. Approximately 25 million pregnant
women a year are at risk of malaria, and pregnant women are among the most susceptible to this
disease.
COVID-19
There is a growing movement to end the practice of early marriage, as evidenced by the creation
in 2016 of the United Nations Global Programme to Intensify Action to Eliminate Child Marriage16,
which highlights questions about how best to achieve their widespread reduction, while ensuring
adequate funding for the correction of marginalized girls, families and communities.
The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly exacerbated the factors causing early marriages by
entrenching poverty, which will undoubtedly push many families to consider early marriage with
their daughters in order to ease some of their financial burden. The closure of schools due to the
pandemic also contributes to the spread of the practice of early marriage. Due to the closure of
schools, organizations that are trying to keep families from moving to early marriages cannot gain
access to socially vulnerable segments of the population at high risk of early marriages.

15

Laga M.et al. Stop HIV in Africa, prevent the spread among young women [Electronic resource] // IDS. 2001 May
4;15(7):931-4. URL: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11399966/
16
The UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme for the Eradication of Child Marriage by UNICEF. 2018. (URL:
https://www.unicef.org/protection/unfpa-unicef-global- programme-end-child-marriage)
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PREVIOUS UN INVOLVEMENT

Several UN conventions treat child marriage and/or related phenomena as a violation of human
rights. Among such international documents: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, decisions of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Early marriage often leads to the violation of several
interrelated rights of women: such as equality of rights and responsibilities regardless of gender
and age, the right to receive the highest quality affordable medical care, the right to education,
freedom of movement, freedom from slavery, reproductive rights and freedoms, the right to marry
by free mutual consent
In November 1962, the UN General Assembly adopted and opened for signature the "Convention
on Consent to Marriage, Age of Marriage and Registration of Marriages", obliging the acceding
states to legislate a minimum age for marriage and not to allow marriage earlier than this age,
except for serious reasons and in the interests of those entering into marriage, as well as not to
allow forced marriages. In December 2011, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution
A/RES/66/170, and the International Day of Girls was established, celebrated annually on October
1117.
In 2013, the UN Human Rights Council adopted its first resolution against child, early and forced
marriage; in it, child marriage was recognized as a violation of human rights, and the desire to
end this practice was included in the global development agenda after 2015.
In 2014, the UN Commission on the Status of Women issued a document, which, among other
things, noted the need to eliminate child marriage.
The World Health Organization recommends, first of all, paying more attention to the education
of girls, strengthening the work of law enforcement agencies to ensure compliance with existing
laws on the minimum age of marriage, as well as informing adults in communities practicing child
marriage about the risks associated with them

A/RES/66/170 (URL:
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F66%2F170&Language=E&DeviceType=Desk
top)
17
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International human rights treaties and international bodies emphasize the need to take measures
to combat DRR. In recent years, measures to eliminate child, early and forced marriage have
intensified at the international, regional and national levels (see A/HRC/RES/24/23; A/HRC/26/22;
A/HRC/35/5; A/HRC/41/19; A/71/253; A/73/257; A/75/262). Targeted efforts are being made to
establish a link between these measures and the implementation and monitoring of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in particular, Goal 5.3 - eliminate all harmful practices
such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation.
Over the past ten years, 25 million child marriages have been prevented worldwide thanks to an
increase in the level of education among girls, proactive investment by Governments in supporting
adolescent girls and raising public awareness of the dangers of child marriage. Despite this, child
and forced marriages are still widespread, especially in some areas, such as sub-Saharan Africa
and South Asia, which, according to UNICEF, account for 18% and 44% of all such marriages in
the world, respectively; 12% are in East Asia and the Pacific region; 9% are in Latin America and
the Caribbean; 5% are in the Middle East and North Africa; and 12% are in other regions.
In no region will the current pace make it possible to eliminate child, early and forced marriages
by 2030, as stipulated in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In order to eliminate this
practice everywhere, it is necessary to significantly accelerate progress in this direction and
support it. If we don't act more actively, by 2030, more than 120 million more girls will be married
before they turn 18.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

The most effective practices for preventing child marriages include the following number of
proposals.
First of all, this is the establishment of the minimum age of marriage at the border at 18 years and
the minimization of legally permissible cases of marriage before reaching adulthood. According
to the UN, only 88% of the world's countries have at least a minimum age of marriage of 18 years.
This can also include legal responsibility for forcing minors to marry, for attempts to take the victim
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of an early or forced marriage abroad, as well as for attempts by the rapist of a minor child to
marry them.
Also, special attention should be paid to the dialogue between the church and the authorities,
especially in religious countries. Establishing contacts with representatives of the church can help
the state to convey the importance of preventing child marriages, since in a religious society a
priest often enjoys greater authority than bureaucrats and ministers. In Zambia, the Ministry of
Tribal Chieftainship and Local Customs has stepped up work with traditional leaders to eliminate
harmful cultural practices. Most of the traditional leaders have already committed to a policy of
zero tolerance towards early marriage18.
Speaking about the church, it is important to note the need to introduce into the legislation of the
countries clauses on the non-recognition of religious marriage and a ban on its conclusion without
registration of a state marriage. The clearest example of the effectiveness of such measures is
the law of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan of 2016, which introduced criminal liability for conducting a
Muslim marriage ceremony in which a man marries a minor girl19. According to this law, both
parents who have consented to marriage and those who conduct these ceremonies fall into the
dock. Since the law came into force, according to UNICEF, early marriages have decreased by a
third compared to 2014. If in 2014 the coefficient showed 13.9%, then in 2018 it decreased to
9.1%
Another effective way to combat this practice may be to involve the media as a means of informing
local communities about the negative consequences of early marriages not only for the victims
themselves, but also for those who force such a marriage (responsibility for such an act and the
consequences for victims of early marriages are brought to the attention).
A decisive means to overcome early marriages will be to provide children with access to education
and resources that will allow them to fully exercise and protect their rights. This may be the
provision of targeted financial assistance to poor families and guardians in order to expand
educational opportunities for minor family members. It is also important to ensure adequate
funding for non-formal education programs that would allow minors from low-income families to

18+ Prevention of child marriage and teenage pregnancy in East and South Africa Plan International
Zambia. p. 33-34 (https://plan-international.org/publications/ending-child-marriage-resa )
18

19

Kyrgyz Republic: Cluster survey on many indicators // UNICEF. 2019. p. 7.( URL:
http://stat.kg/media/files/bcfd2d72-e5fe-47f1-96f4-39757372397c.pdf)
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acquire vital skills and experience. Implementation of the Group's projects in Bangladesh The
World Bank's (GWB) scholarship program for girls studying in secondary school (1994-2008)
helped to achieve and then exceed gender parity in the field of secondary education. The gender
parity indicator at the secondary school level increased sharply from 0.83 in 1994 to 1.13 in 2008.
Investments were directed to the payment of scholarships to girls studying in secondary school
(subject to attendance and good academic performance), the creation of separate toilets for girls
and the provision of 6 clean drinking water in schools.
Some countries and international organizations have made a significant contribution to the
financing of programs to eliminate early marriage in various countries in accordance with human
rights obligations. From this point of view, it seems promising that some countries (for example,
Sweden) have adopted a "feminist foreign policy". As part of this policy, Sweden has taken a
number of measures in relation to the eradication of early marriage2021:
- Funding was allocated, which allowed 21,000 girls from Ethiopia to finish high school (this
includes providing school meals to 5,700 girls, providing school uniforms to 800 students
- Sweden has committed to continue to actively cooperate with UNICEF in order to eliminate early
marriage and other harmful customs
- the Swedish Agency for international cooperation development Agency (SIDA) funded a variety
of projects aimed at ending and preventing early marriages in the period from 2016 to 2019 funded
program Rapariga Biz, led by the government of Mozambique, with the support of the UN, which
contributed to the reduction in the number of early marriages and the number of pregnancies
among girls (11.6 million euros). In 2018, Sweden has also funded a study of child marriage in
Afghanistan.
As can be seen from the example of Sweden, a feminist foreign policy can prioritize gender
equality and women's rights, as well as set itself the goal of creating a just world.

20

Sweden's Cooperation Strategy with UNICEF: 2018-2022 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden. (URL:
https://www.government.se/4aa87c/contentassets/c7571f4d15394120a15922c4c46cc63d/strategy - for-Swedencooperation-with-the-United Nations-Children's-fund-UNICEF-20182022)
21
Sweden's feminist Foreign Policy: Examples of three years of implementation Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Sweden. p. 13. (URL:
https://www.government.se/4ab455/contentassets/654bcc72d8f44da087386b4906043521/sweden s-feministforeign-policy-examples-in-three-years-of-implementation.pdf)
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BLOC POSITIONS

In general, the world community adheres to fairly clear ideas about early marriage – the
inadmissibility of such practices. However, those countries that have weak policies regarding child
marriage have their own reasons.
The most important issue is strong public opposition and adherence to traditions. In these
countries, as a rule, the state does not resort to drastic bans on early marriages, because, firstly,
it fears an acute public reaction, and secondly, it is accustomed to following the traditions of the
people. Moreover, the introduction of a ban on child marriage may provoke the emergence of a
demographic pit in such a state, which may subsequently lead to a temporary crisis.
Now let us take a look at the positions and situations of different regions.
Central Asia
It is difficult to make any generalizations describing the customs and trends characteristic of the
various communities inhabiting the republics of Central Asia. In this region, occupying 4 million
square kilometres, which is approximately equal to the area of the European Union, more than
150 ethnic groups, who also profess different religions, live in various socio-economic conditions.
One of the reasons that motivate communities to support child marriage is that in such a union
the traditional role of a woman is consolidated. In addition, child marriage is perceived as a means
of protecting the girl herself, since, having married, the girl is guaranteed from losing her virginity
out of wedlock, as a result of which she would lose the opportunity to find a husband. There is
documentary evidence that in some cases it was fear for daughters at risk of losing their virginity
that prompted parents to take them out of high school.22
Africa
In most African States, the official age of marriage is 16-18 years. But in Ethiopia, Chad and Niger,
state law allows marriage from the age of 15, moreover, local customs and decisions of religious
courts in these countries are also valid, and they have the right to allow children under the age of
22

World Health Organization, “Entre Nous” The European Magazine for sexual and productive health, No.76 –
2012. (https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/298137/Entre-Nous-76-Rus.pdf )
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12 to marry23. Child marriages of girls are widespread in West and North-East Africa]. In addition,
poverty, religion, traditions and conflicts significantly increase the frequency of child marriages in
some areas of the Sub-Saharan region of Africa. Bride-buying traditions exist in many African
tribes. The ransom can be money, livestock or other tangible assets. In many localities, the
younger the bride, the more expensive she is, and even girls who have not yet reached puberty
are often bought there. As a rule, a young wife immediately goes to her husband's house, and
her parents no longer support her. For large families living in extreme poverty, the "marriage sale"
of young daughters often turns out to be the only way to provide food, clothing, housing and
education for the rest of the family.
European Countries
Each of the European States independently adopts its own laws on marriage and family; both the
European Union and the Council of Europe have decided that the issue of the minimum age of
marriage is within the jurisdiction of individual member States. At the pan-European level, the
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and
Domestic Violence, also called the Istanbul Convention, is in force; It requires the States that have
ratified it to prohibit forced marriages and take measures to ensure that forced marriages can be
dissolved, annulled or invalidated without unreasonable financial or administrative burden on the
victim

(article

32)
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RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS AND FURTHER READING
•

Comission of the Status of Women web-site

•

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Age of Marriage and Registration of Marriages

•

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

•

Convention on the Rights of the Child

•

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women
and Domestic Violence

•

23

Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery

Agadez. Early marriage – from rural custom to urban business Human Rights. (16 January 2009)

24

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence.
The Council of Europe.
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•

UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme for the Elimination of Child Marriage

•

Report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: child, early and forced marriages
in humanitarian situations

•

COVID-19. A treat to progress against child marriage, UNICEF

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

•

How can the state build a dialogue between ministers of the church and the authorities on
the issue of child marriages?

•

What points concerning early marriages must necessarily be included in the legislation of
each country?

•

Is it worth attaching great importance to the cultural and religious characteristics of society
in carrying out the policy of banning child marriages?

•

What is worthwhile to be included in new strategies preventing child marriages to make
them more successful?

•

Can UN volunteers be used to implement existing programs? if so, how?
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TOPIC B: WOMEN’S RIGHT FOR LAND OWNERSHIP AND
RESOURCES
INTRODUCTION
In July 2017, the Human Rights Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in
law and in practice recognized that Insecure land rights for women threaten progress on gender
equality and sustainable development25.
Women’s rights for land ownership and resources entail the ability of women to own, use, access,
control, transfer, inherit, and otherwise make decisions about land and related resources 26 .
Furthermore, it also allows women to secure food for their families, increase their agricultural
productivity and livelihoods, help drive local economies, and to participate at all stages of land
law, from policy and program development to budgeting and financing, implementation, and
evaluation. Moreover, as land is inextricably connected to resources, it is important to understand,
that ownership also refers to control over property, fisheries, livestock, and game.
Even though, that more women than men work on the land, and it represents their main income
and allows them to ensure the survival of the whole family in the least developed countries, the
right to own land for women is still not granted. Most of the international, national, and regional
legal and policy frameworks layout the basis for women’s rights for own land and other resources,
but in practice, they are often not taken into account. With that, they violate some base human
rights as the right to information, participation, freedom from violence, and education.27
With constant outlook and monitoring of the women’s rights for own land and other resources, by
different actors, practices are improving but are still questionable in the least developed countries.
The Agenda 2030 efforts to attain the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and with that
provide important opportunities to advance women’s rights to land and other productive resources
(United Nations and United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women,
2019, p. 6).

25

United Nations Human Rights. (2017). Insecure land rights for women: a threat to progress on gender equality and
sustainable development. Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice.
26

United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources. New York and Geneva: United
Nations.
27 United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources. New York and Geneva: United
Nations.
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This Study Guide serves as an outlook into the topic of women’s rights for land and resources. It
highlights all important problems, challenges, and issues that need to be looked at.

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC
If we start looking at the topic very far back in history, we can find out that women had great land
and resources rights in the 5th-4th centuries BCE.28 For example between 35% and 40% of all
Spartan land and property was owned by women. From this period onwards it is difficult to find
women who owned land or resources with a few rare exceptions. Right for land ownership and
resources were mostly connected to the other rights (for example right to vote, right to work in
administration, etc.).
From approximately year 1848 on, women have fought to gain many rights compared to men's
rights. The most important gained women’s rights are the right to vote and to be elected in political
and other elections, legal abortions, and protection from domestic violence, so men cannot freely
abuse women with impunity. Even though that many rights were gained through history, many of
them are still not guaranteed to all the women around the world. One of them is the right for own
land and resources.
In the past, for many centuries, if a woman had any property, the woman’s husband, or another
man relative controlled her property. This changed a little bit and for example, the state of
Mississippi was the first US state that in 1938 allowed women to have their own property, but only
with their husband’s permission.29 With years, mentality changed, and when women have been
fighting for their rights, also this right was included.
In 1948 The Universal Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) set out the principle of nondiscrimination (including on the basis of sex) in exercising human rights.30 Furthermore, Article 17
of the Convention stipulates, that everyone has the right to own land on their own and in
associations with others.

28

Mark, J., J. (2021). Spartan Women https://www.worldhistory.org/article/123/spartan-women/ (last acceded 12. 12.
2021).
29 National Women's History Alliance (2021). Detailed Timeline: Timeline of Legal History of Women in the United
Stateshttps://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/resources/womens-rights-movement/detailed-timeline/ (last acceded
12. 12. 2021).
30 United
Nations, Charter of the United Nations (1948), Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights (last acceded 20. 12. 2021).

21

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

Another very important milestone on the topic is the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). In 1979 it recognized what constitutes discrimination
against women and also set up an agenda for national governments with which they would bound
and finish any form of discrimination. It also promoted equality between both spouses in respect
of ownership, administration, enjoyment of property.31
Then in 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women took place. It is called Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action.32 It was organized by The Commission on the Status of Women. The outcome
of the Conference provided new action-oriented recommendations (at the international and
national level) to ensure specific women’s rights that were still critical back then. It also included
important the women’s right for land ownership and resources, as it recognized the problems
made by the lack of this right in practice. For example, the 55th Article of the Convention assumes
that with increased access to capital, resources, credit, land, technology, and information,
women's productivity would rise.
After ten years, in 2005 first review of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action was made.
The Commission adopted a Declaration on the occasion of the ten-year review33 in which they
promoted the full and accelerated implementation of the Beijing Declaration. Another review was
made in 2010, and it was similar to the previous review.
Even though many steps were taken to improve the situation of women’s right for land ownership
and resources, it is still not guaranteed for all women around the world. Therefore, in September
2015, the United Nations General Assembly included the right in the adoption of the Agenda 2030.
The Agenda establishes a very extensive vision towards economic, social, and environmental
sustainability. 193 United Nations Member States adopted the Agenda. 34 Regarding women’s
rights for land ownership and resources, Agenda 2030 gives prominence to gender equality on
land.35 It includes a commitment for improving economic resources and basic services including
land ownership gender equality.

31

UN
General
Assembly
A/RES/34/180.
(1979).
Retrieved
from:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_34_180
.pdf
32 United Nations, Fourth World Conference on Women (1995). Beijing Declaration. Beijing: United Nations.
33 UN Women, Beijing and its Follow-up, https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/ (last acceded 8. 12. 2021).
34 Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, About the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/2030-agenda-sustainable-development/about-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
(last acceded 10. 12. 2021).
35 Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban Development, 3rd National Women’s Land Rights Conference,
https://mlhud.go.ug/3rd-national-womens-land-rights-conference/ (last acceded 12. 12. 2021).
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DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM
In 2021 in the least developed countries, two in three women are employed in the farm, moreover,
43 % of the agricultural labour force all around the world is made up of women36. In the least
developed countries, 64,3 % of women are employed in agriculture. However, women rarely own
land on which they work (20 % of landowners in developed countries are women37), or have little
control over land, its outputs, and other resources.
Figure 1: Level of Insecurity of Women’s Access to Land Assets, 2019

Source: Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources

38

36

Ceres 2030 (2020), Ending Hunger Sustainably: The role of gender,
https://ceres2030.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/08/ceres2030-en-background-note-ending-hunger-sustainably-the-role-of-gender.pdf (last acceded 11.
12. 2021).
37 Villa, M. (2017), Women own less than 20% of the world's land, It's time to give them equal property rights
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/women-own-less-than-20-of-the-worlds-land-its-time-to-give-them-equalproperty-rights/ (last acceded 11. 12. 2021).
38 United Nations. (2020). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition). New York and
Geneva: United Nations.
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There are many aspects and factors of the problem, for example, inequality; discrimination;
inability to exercise other (human) rights; and even the global influence of other global problems.
These will be broken down into the following sub-categories as follows:
Inequality
According to the latest reports39, land inequal rights threaten not only women but also threaten
the livelihoods of more than 2,5 billion people involved in small agriculture. Furthermore, on the
contrary, that expected for the 21st century, the percentage of land inequality is significantly rising.
Land inequality based on gender, ethnicity, or culture is also indirectly connected to other forms
of inequality, such as but not limited to wealth, health, and gender inequalities. Such inequalities
can cause environmental crises, that can have a great impact on other global crises such as but
not limited to climate change, unemployment, democratic decline, and intergenerational
injustice.

40

Furthermore, all those inequalities and crises undermine the process of

sustainability.41 The largest inequalities can be found in North Africa and the Near East, as women
represent only 5 % of landowners.42
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https://www.euronews.com/green/2021/11/09/what-is-land-inequality-and-how-does-it-threaten-women (last acceded 1. 12.
2021).
42 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), (2018), The gender gap in land rights,
https://www.fao.org/3/I8796EN/i8796en.pdf (last acceded 1. 12. 2021).
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Figure 2: Percentage of women and men who solely own land

43

Source: The gender gap in land
rights

Formally, in most countries, women have equal land rights as men, recognized with legalization.
The problem exists due to entrenched cultural norms which mostly support a historical ideology,
with which women are excluded from owning property and other resources.
Discrimination
Historical ideology does not only create inequalities between women and men but also has an
impact on discrimination against women. Justice systems in countries are often led by men, who
still have patriarchal interpretations of culture, and therefore their decisions can often reflect in
discrimination against women.44 Such laws include rules that impede women from accessing,
using, and managing land and other resources.
Victims of multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination can be divided into four groups. The
first group consists of indigenous women and is often discriminated against in sense of land
ownership just because they are indigenous. They suffer from discriminatory practices due to
customary systems and intersecting forms of discriminatory systems that they live in. Such

43

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), (2018), The gender gap in land rights,
https://www.fao.org/3/I8796EN/i8796en.pdf (last acceded 1. 12. 2021).
44 United Nations Human Rights. (2017). Insecure land rights for women: a threat to progress on gender equality and sustainable
development. Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice.
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systems, for example, can be found in some parts of Uganda, Tanzania, and Ghana.45 The next
group of women that are discriminated against is peasant women and women working in rural
areas. Those women are included in food-producing such as but not limited to crop planting,
livestock raising, and fishing. Columbia is one of the countries that such groups of women can be
found in.46
The next group consists of women affected by HIV and AIDS. The problem of discrimination for
these women is that they are most of the time firstly victims of psychical violation and then when
they get the disease, they are abounded from the family and land or they lose control over the
land.47 These issues occur in some parts of South Africa (Amajuba) and Uganda (Iganga).48 The
last group that is a victim of discrimination consists of displaced women. Those women often lose
land, or their land ownership is insecure, and even they can be exposed to violent land seizures,
due to conflict situations in the country they live in. Such groups can be found for instance in
Afghanistan, Lebanon, State of Palestine, Ecuador, Liberia, and South Sudan.49
Inability to exercise other (human) rights
When it comes to land, gender inequality is intimately connected to women’s poverty and
exclusion.50 Women in less developed countries have an important role in providing food and for
income generation for families. Furthermore, productive resources are essential to ensure an
adequate standard of living for the families. Owning land can also mean generating revenue for
the future. 51 Owning land is, therefore, an important economic factor for women and their
independence from men.
Besides the economic factor, there are also other factors and rights linked to owning land and
resources. One of them is political power. Women that are culturally independent of men don’t

45

Scalise, W. (2012), Indigenous women’s land rights: case studies from Africa, https://minorityrights.org/wpcontent/uploads/old-site-downloads/download-1117-Indigenous-womens-land-rights-case-studies-from-Africa.pdf
(last
acceded 6. 12. 2021).
46 United Nations. (2020), Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition), New York and
Geneva: United Nations
47 United Nations. (2020), Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition), New York and
Geneva: United Nations
48 Human Sciences Research Council. (2008), Women’s property rights, HIV and AIDS, and domestic violence: Research findings
from two rural districts in South Africa and Uganda. South Africa: HSRC Press.
49 Norwegian Refugee Council. (n. d.), Displaced Women’s Housing, Land and Property (HLP) Rights [online],
https://www.nrc.no/what-we-do/speaking-up-for-rights/housing-land-and-property-rights/displaced-womens-hlp-rights/ (last
acceded 13. 12. 2021).
50 United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources. New York and Geneva: United
Nations.
51
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. (2012), Quick Guide to What and How: increasing women’s access
to land, https://www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development/47566053.pdf (last acceded: 13. 12. 2021).
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have the power to involve in politics. Furthermore, even on the regional level, women can’t raise
their political voice and contribute to land law policies and their reforms. This also means that they
are not involved in institutional and administrative involvement. Once again this is a consequence
of cultural norms.
At last one of also important factors is domestic violence. It has been shown, that the vulnerability
of women exposed to violence and sexual abuse, reduces if women’s land rights are imposed. 52
Women that follow or are obligated to follow cultural traditions are subjected to physical and
emotional violence. Recording to the latest statistics, women who own land and resources are
more capable of exiting violent relationships and also negotiating safe sex.53
The global influence of other global problems
Often, when talking about women’s rights for own land and other resources, we think about global
impact. From one perspective it is about extending women’s (human) rights, but from another
women’s ownership brings other positive and negative aspects that are often overlooked.
In the last few years, one of the most intimidating problems is climate change. All countries around
the globe are facing not only climate change but also land degradation and loss of terrestrial and
marine biodiversity. Such changes mostly affect 3,2 billion people, rural communities, that are
dependent on food resources. On the first look, climate change and other connected changes are
not associated with women’s rights for land and other resources, but in reality, interdependence
exists. Climate changes are worsening existing gender inequalities and those inequalities push
women to face larger negative impacts.54
Fluctuations of the temperature, droughts, fires, and floods impose dangerous threats for
women’s livelihoods based on land. Climate changes represent challenges for women small
landholders, who struggle to adapt to situations and build climate resilience. 55 Therefore, it is
found that climate changes have worsened existing poverty, gender inequalities, and other
inequalities connected to race, class, caste, and indigenity. So when tackling the problem of
climate change, measures need to take into consideration gender inequalities.

52

Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE). (2006). In Search of Equality: A Survey of Law and Practice related to Women’s
Inheritance Rights in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region. Geneva: COHRE International Secretariat.
53 Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. (2012), Quick Guide to What and How: increasing women’s access to
land, https://www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development/47566053.pdf (last acceded: 13. 12. 2021).
54
Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA). (2009), Training Manual on Gender and Climate Change,
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2009-012.pdf (last acceded 10. 12. 2021).
55 United Nations. (2020). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition). New York and
Geneva: United Nations.
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On other hand, women in many rural communities have excellent knowledge of different
ecosystems. Indigenous women are often the source of good practices as they have a lot of
knowledge about lands they live and work on.56

Figure 3: Direct and indirect risks of climate change and their potential effect on
women

Source: Training Manual on Gender and Climate Change
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United Nations. (2020). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition). New York and
Geneva: United Nations.
57
Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA). (2009), Training Manual on Gender and Climate Change,
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2009-012.pdf (last acceded 10. 12. 2021).
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PREVIOUS UN INVOLVEMENT
This section provides you with information on the previous involvement of the United Nations and
its organs on the topic.
1979 - Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)58.
It is an international legal instrument that requires countries to eliminate discrimination against
women in all areas and promotes women’s equal rights. Article 14, paragraph h includes an
important view of equal rights in land reforms and resettlement schemes.
1995- Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 59 . It presents a visionary agenda for the
empowerment of women. After almost thirty years of its existence, it still presents a major
milestone, that presented areas, and possible solutions to improve women’s rights for ownership
and resources.
2013 - Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources60, the publication made
by the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women)
and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The
publication was made in Geneva in 2012, based on the acknowledgments of working groups
made all around the world.
2020 – Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources (second edition)61, the
publication made by United Nations and United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) as a review of involved good practice from 2013. Both
publications aimed to show the problematics on the topic and good practices that would help to
improve the situation in all, but mostly least developed countries.
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(1979),
Retrieved
from:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_34_180.pdf
(last acceded 20. 12. 2021).
59 United Nations, Fourth World Conference on Women (1995). Beijing Declaration. Beijing: United Nations.
60
United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources. New York and Geneva: United
Nations.
61
United Nations. (2020). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources (second edition). New York and
Geneva: United Nations.
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
Through the past decade, some case studies were made62 to review good practices, that could
be transferred to other countries. And it can be seen that there are many various solutions to the
discussed topic. Even though the first step is the international address of the topic and finding
solutions internationally, the committee needs to be aware of different regulations in countries all
around the world. Therefore, the international community can attempt to encourage the
implementation of the following suggestions (implementation should not be limited to this
suggestion):
Improve women’s awareness of the (humans) rights they have, including the right for own land
and resources that are already guaranteed by the national governments. This could be fulfilled by
the education of girls in schools and special education and training of women. This solution is
most important for least developed countries, in which women still don’t have all the basic (human)
rights.
The previous solution should also encourage women to gather in groups and raise their voices to
fight for their equality with men. In order to do so, they should have ensured international
protection and assistance. With that, they could draw attention to themselves and establish a
dialogue with decision-makers.
The international community should also create pressure on national governments and other
decision-makers to take into consideration the reform of different acts. It depends from country to
country, but in some, they should reform national constitutions and in others, they should do land
reform act. The acts should guarantee women’s right for own land and resources and should not
create any form of discrimination against them. On the opposite, they should improve equal
standards for owning land and other resources.
The next step that would follow reforms, would be the harmonization of the different policies, laws,
and most importantly, programmes. With that, all policies, laws, and programmes would be
reviewed and it would be ensured that they all include important practices for insuring the
considered right.

62

United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive Resources. New York and Geneva: United
Nations.
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Regular review of the enforced laws, policies, and programmes should represent another solution.
Due to cultural norms, many least developed countries don’t respect women's (human) rights in
practice. The international community should be assured that national governments respect and
act in accordance with laws, policies, and programmes. That could be received by already
established and reinforced working groups for women’s rights. With regular reviews and statistics,
the international community would have a clear picture of the improvement of women’s right for
own land and resources.
One of the solutions should also address the security of tenure for women. This is still not
guaranteed in a lot of different countries, and it is important, not only as it ensures women’s right
for own land and resources but also it could protect women from any form of violence,
harassment, or even forced eviction.
Furthermore, for a long-lasting solution, equality and non-discrimination against women should
be a priority of all programmes and other activities. This means that in the future, women would
not be only able to own land and resources but could on the same conditions as men, access to
loans and credits, contribute to the land policies on regional and national levels, and could also
represent an important role player in a challenge with climate change.
One solution could include mass media and other non-governmental organizations in order to
ensure global awareness of the problem. Till now some campaigns were made, but people in
more developed countries are still not aware of the problem. With global awareness and public
pressure, women’s right for land and resources in the least developed countries could be more
addressed and therefore governance would feel more pressure to ensure the right for women.
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BLOCK POSITIONS
This section provides you with an overview of possible bloc positions of selected key parties. It is
important to understand, that those countries have similar practices but are advancing to the
challenges differently.
African States
In Africa, women represent 70 % of food producers, under 13 % of women are owning land and
other resources. Today many African countries recognize both traditional and western-type laws
and policies. This means that some communities in the same country accepted and are following
law regulations and some haven’t done so yet. Still, very various problems represent HIV and
AIDS. That two illness often leads to the confiscation of women’s land and other property.63
Asia-Pacific States
The main problem with the Asia-Pacific States is that even though that they have a lot of lands,
which represent a form of wealth for people, only a few countries have existent representative
data on ownership rights in Asia.64 This hinders the picture of women’s rights in Asia - Pacific
States but with years data and statistics are improving and are giving a real picture of landowners
in those States. Through the statistics made in 2015, 65 it is seen that in Bangladesh women
represent 22,61 % of all landowners and in India, women represent 14 % of all landowners66. It is
important to understand that countries such as but not limited to Japan and China know the form
of ownership, where land is divided between inhabitants of villages and decisions are still made
with patrilocal influence.
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Kimani, M. (2012), Women struggle to secure land rights, https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/special-editionwomen-2012/women-struggle-secure-land-rights ( last acceded 13. 12. 2021)
64 Doss, C., Kieran, C., & Sproule, K. (2015), Examining gender inequalities in land rights indicators in Asia,
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/agec.12202 (last acceded 13. 12. 2021).
65 Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. (2015), Land Watch Asia Issue Brief: Women’s Land Rights in
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220388.2021.1887478 (last acceded 13. 12. 2021).
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Eastern European States
In the Eastern European States the percentage of women owners of land and resources is ranging
from 5 percent to 36 percent.67 The economical and social practices in the Eastern European
States were reformed in 1989, but data still show inequalities when it comes to women and
ownership of land and resources.
Latin American and Caribbean States
In Latin American and the Caribbean States, percentages of women landowners vary a lot. The
average percentage of women’s owners of land and resources is from 25 % in rural areas to 40
% in areas like Honduras.68 Even though, that the percentage of women owners is quite high,
most of the decisions on land policies and laws are still made by men. It is the same with the
control of productive resources.
Western and European States
Western and European States represent states in which democracy, and with that equality,
represents a high value. Like other women’s rights, women’s right for ownership and other
resources are still not just equal, but the percentage is quite higher than in other states. Also,
these countries are promoting the idea of equal rights and are willing to help with their practices
to other countries.
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), (2014). Rural women in Eastern Europe and Central Asia,
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RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS AND FURTHER READING
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights – 1948.69
Article 17, first paragraph, states that everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in
association with others.
The UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women - 1979.70
An important article that included the right for women’s ownership is article 16, paragraph h. It
states that both spouses have the same rights in respect of the ownership, acquisition,
management, administration, enjoyment, and disposition of property, whether free of charge or
for a valuable consideration.
The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action was the Fourth World Conference on Women 1995.71
The Declaration was the design of the first tangible ideas on how to tackle the insufficient inclusion
of women’s right for land ownership and resources into international and national laws,
programmes, and policies.
The Agenda 2030 – 2015.72
The women’s right for land ownership and resources is incorporated in the second goal of The
Agenda 2030. Point 2.3 of goal 2 put in place goal to double the agricultural productivity and
incomes of small-scale food producers, including through secure and equal access to land, other
productive resources and inputs, knowledge and opportunities.73
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. What kind of regulation has your country regarding women’s right for land ownership and
resources? Is it traditional or was it reformed and if it was, how? Can women contribute to the
land and resource policy, laws, and programmes in your country?
2. What is the percentage of women land and resources owners in your country? Is it getting
higher with years?
3. Is any form of discrimination against women seen on the area of rights for ownership of land
and resources?
4. What measures (if any) were taken by your country in order to improve the situation on
women’s right for land ownership and resources?
5. Is your country considered as one of the least developed countries and therefore needs
international help on the topic, or is it more developed and could help with good practice to
other countries?
6. How can UNWomen better respond to discrimination regarding land and other resources?
7. How can UNWomen further monitor Women’s rights for land ownership and other resources,
and how it can help to implement them in different countries?
8. Which of the presented solutions suits your country the best?

35

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

REFERENCES
•

18+ Prevention of child marriage and teenage pregnancy in East and South Africa Plan
International Zambia. p. 33-34 (https://plan-international.org/publications/ending-child-marriageresa )

•

Ontiveros, Eva. Child brides infected with blood house: "My family told me to get married
at 14." A new Unicef report released on Monday says millions more underage girls are at
risk of being forced into marriage around the world due to the coronavirus pandemic.
bbc.com . BBC (March 8, 2021). Accessed March 8, 2021.

•

A

Note

on

Child

Marriage

(PDF)

UNICEF

(July

2012)

(URL:

http://www.unicef.org/policyanalysis/files/Note_on_Child_Marriage.pdf
•

A/HRC/26/22

(URL:

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2F26%2F22&Language=E&
DeviceType=Desktop )
•

A/HRC/35/5
(https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2F35%2F5&Language=E&
DeviceType=Desktop )

•

A/HRC/RES/24/23

(URL:

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F24%2F23&Lang
uage=E&DeviceType=Desktop )
•

A/RES/66/170

(URL:

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F66%2F170&Language=E
&DeviceType=Desktop )
•

Abandoning practices that harm women and girls and undermine equality / UNFPA. 2020.
(URL: https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub - pdf/unfpa_pub_2020_ru_statistics

•

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child [Electronic resource]: adopted by
the

Organization

of

African

Unity

in

1990

URL:

https://www.unicef.org/esaro/African_Charter_articles_in_full.pdf
•

Agadez. Early

marriage

–

from

rural

custom

to

urban

business Human

Rights. (16 January 2009)
•

Burns, John F.. Though Illegal, Child Marriage Is Popular in Part of India, New York
Times (11 May 1998) (https://www.nytimes.com/1998/05/11/world/though-illegal-childmarriage-is-popular-in-part-of-india.html?_r=0 )

36

PRAGUE MUN 2022
•

UN WOMEN

Child brides — For poorer, most of the time. The Economist (28 February 2011). (URL:
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2011/02/28/for-poorer-most-of-the-time )

•

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Age of Marriage and Registration of Marriages (URL:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/minimumageformarriage.aspx )

•

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (URL:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw.aspx )

•

Convention

on

the

Rights

of

the

Child

(URL:

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx )
•

Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women
and Domestic Violence (URL: https://rm.coe.int/168008482e )

•

COVID-19.

A

treat

to

progress

against

child

marriage,

UNICEF

(URL:

https://data.unicef.org/resources/covid-19-a-threat-to-progress-against-child-marriage/ )
•

Friedman M. A. Jewish Marriage in Palestine // The Jewish Theological Seminary of
America. — 1980

•

Goitein S. D. The Jewish Communities of the Arab World // A Mediterranean Society. —
University of California Press, 1978.

•

Kyrgyz Republic: Cluster survey on many indicators // UNICEF. 2019. p. 7.( URL:
http://stat.kg/media/files/bcfd2d72-e5fe-47f1-96f4-39757372397c.pdf )

•

Laga M.et al. Stop HIV in Africa, prevent the spread among young women // IDS. 2001
May 4;15(7):931-4. URL: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11399966/

•

Ontiveros, Eva. Child brides infected with blood house: "My family told me to get married
at 14." A new Unicef report released on Monday says millions more underage girls are at
risk of being forced into marriage around the world due to the coronavirus pandemic.
bbc.com

.

BBC

(March

8,

2021).

Accessed

March

8,

2021.

forms

of

slavery

(https://www.bbc.com/news/world-56292247 )
•

Report

of

the

Special

Rapporteur

on

contemporary

(https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/slavery/srslavery/pages/srslaveryindex.aspx )
•

Report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: child, early and forced marriages
in

humanitarian

situations

(https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/women/wrgs/pages/childmarriage.aspx )
•

Sweden's Cooperation Strategy with UNICEF: 2018-2022 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Sweden.

URL:

https://www.government.se/4aa87c/contentassets/c7571f4d15394120a15922c4c46cc63

37

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

d/strategy - for-Sweden-cooperation-with-the-United Nations-Children's-fund-UNICEF20182022
•

Sweden's feminist Foreign Policy: Examples of three years of implementation Ministry of
Foreign

Affairs

of

Sweden.

p.

13.

(URL:

https://www.government.se/4ab455/contentassets/654bcc72d8f44da087386b490604352
1/sweden

s-feminist-foreign-policy-examples-in-three-years-of-implementation.pdf

(accessed: 01.12.2020). Goal 5: Ensuring gender equality and empowering all women
and

girls

[Electronic

resource]

//

UN.

URL:

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ru/gender-equality /)
•

Thapa, S. ITS PREVALENCE AND CORRELATES // Contributions to Nepalese
Studies. — 1996. — No. 23(2). — P. 361—375.

•

The UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme for the Eradication of Child Marriage by UNICEF.
2018. URL: https://www.unicef.org/protection/unfpa-unicef-global- programme-end-childmarriage

•

UN

agencies

are

calling

for

a

ban

on

virginity

testing

by

WHO.

(URL:

https://www.who.int/ru/news/item/17-10-2018-united-nations-agencies-call-for-ban

-

virginity test)
•

World Health Organization, “Entre Nous” The European Magazine for sexual and
productive

health,

No.76

–

2012.

(https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/298137/Entre-Nous-76-Rus.pdf )
•

•

•

•

•

•

Agarwal, B. (2021). How Many and Which Women Own Land in India? Inter-gender and
Intra-gender
Gaps.
Retrieved
from:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220388.2021.1887478 (last acceded 13.
12. 2021).
Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. (2015). Land Watch
Asia Issue Brief: Women’s Land Rights in Asia. Retrieved from: http://www.angoc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/01/Women-issue-brief1.pdf (last acceded 13. 12. 2021).
Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE). (2006). In Search of Equality: A Survey
of Law and Practice related to Women’s Inheritance Rights in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) Region. Geneva: COHRE International Secretariat.
Ceres 2030 (2020). Ending Hunger Sustainably: The role of gender. Retrieved from:
https://ceres2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ceres2030-en-background-noteending-hunger-sustainably-the-role-of-gender.pdf (last acceded 11. 12. 2021).
Doss, C., Kieran, C., & Sproule, K. (2015). Examining gender inequalities in land rights
indicators
in
Asia.
Retrieved
from:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/agec.12202 (last acceded 13. 12. 2021).
Economic Commission for Latin America and Caribbean. (n. d). About the 2030 Agenda
for
Sustainable
Development
[online].
Retrieved
from:

38

PRAGUE MUN 2022

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

UN WOMEN

https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/2030-agenda-sustainable-development/about-2030agenda-sustainable-development (last acceded 10. 12. 2021).
Frost, R. (2021). What is land inequality and how does it threaten women? [online].
Retrieved from: https://www.euronews.com/green/2021/11/09/what-is-land-inequalityand-how-does-it-threaten-women (last acceded 1. 12. 2021).
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). (2014). Rural women in
Eastern
Europe
and
Central
Asia.
Retrieved
from:
https://www.fao.org/3/i3840e/i3840e.pdf (last acceded 13. 12. 2021).
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). (2018). The gender gap
in land rights. Retrieved from: https://www.fao.org/3/I8796EN/i8796en.pdf (last acceded
1. 12. 2021).
Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA). (2009). Training Manual on Gender and
Climate
Change.
Retrieved
from:
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2009-012.pdf (last acceded 10.
12. 2021).
Human Sciences Research Council. (2008). Women’s property rights, HIV and AIDS, and
domestic violence: Research findings from two rural districts in South Africa and Uganda.
South Africa: HSRC Press.
Kimani, M. (2012). Women struggle to secure land rights. Retrieved from:
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/special-edition-women-2012/womenstruggle-secure-land-rights ( last acceded 13. 12. 2021)
Mark,
J.,
J.
(2021).
Spartan
Women
[online].
Retrieved
from:
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/123/spartan-women/ (last acceded 12. 12. 2021).
Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban Development (2021). 3rd National Women’s Land
Rights Conference [online]. Retrieved from: https://mlhud.go.ug/3rd-national-womensland-rights-conference/ (last acceded 12. 12. 2021).
Norwegian Refugee Council. (n. d.). Displaced Women’s Housing, Land and Property
(HLP) Rights [online]. Retrieved from: https://www.nrc.no/what-we-do/speaking-up-forrights/housing-land-and-property-rights/displaced-womens-hlp-rights/ (last acceded 13.
12. 2021).
Scalise, W. (2012). Indigenous women’s land rights: case studies from Africa. Retrieved
from
https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/old-site-downloads/download-1117Indigenous-womens-land-rights-case-studies-from-Africa.pdf (last acceded 6. 12. 2021).
Sustainable Development Goals. (n. d.). Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower
all
women
and
girls
[online].
Retrieved
from:
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/ (last acceded: 13. 12.
2021).
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. (2012). Quick Guide to What
and
How:
increasing
women’s
access
to
land.
Retrieved
from:
https://www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development/47566053.pdf (last acceded: 13. 12.
2021).
UN
General
Assembly
A/RES/34/180.
(1979).
Retrieved
from:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/glo
balcompact/A_RES_34_180.pdf (last acceded 20. 12. 2021).

39

PRAGUE MUN 2022
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

UN WOMEN

United Nations, Charter of the United Nations (1948), Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Retrieved from: https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-humanrights (last acceded 20. 12. 2021).
United Nations, Fourth World Conference on Women (1995). Beijing Declaration. Beijing:
United Nations.
United Nations. (2013). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive
Resources. New York and Geneva: United Nations.
United Nations. (2020). Realizing Women’s Rights to Land and Other Productive
Resources (second edition). New York and Geneva: United Nations.
United
Nations
A/RES/70/1
(2015).
Retrieved
from:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for
%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
UN Women. (n. d.). Beijing and its Follow-up [online]. Retrieved from:
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/ (last acceded 8. 12. 2021).
Villa, M. (2017). Women own less than 20% of the world's land. It's time to give them equal
property rights. Retrieved from: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/women-ownless-than-20-of-the-worlds-land-its-time-to-give-them-equal-property-rights/ (last acceded
11. 12. 2021).
Zavala, R. & Moreno Horta, I., A. (2020). Recognition of the property rights of women in
Central
America:
Mission
accomplished?
Retrieved
from:
https://blogs.worldbank.org/latinamerica/recognition-property-rights-women-centralamerica-mission-accomplished

Wilson, D. (2020). Uneven ground: Land inequality at the heart of unequal societies.
Retrieved
from
https://d3o3cb4w253x5q.cloudfront.net/media/documents/2020_11_land_inequality_synt
hesis_report_uneven_ground_final_en_spread_low_res_2.pdf (last acceded 20. 12.
2021).

40

PRAGUE MUN 2022

UN WOMEN

41

