
What’s On at the Cowper & Newton Museum – March 2023 

 

Sierra Leone: Sierra-ously Surprising 
1st – 30th March – 11am-4:30pm 

The Cowper & Newton Museum are excited to be working with the Milton Keynes based Sierra Leone Community and 
The Olney-Newton Link, to invite you to an exhibition within the museum’s Three Hares Gallery. All part of the Amazing 
Grace 250 Anniversary, “Sierra Leone: Sierra-ously Surprising” will give you a real insight Sierra Leone. The exhibition 
promises to showcase an eclectic mix of traditional items from the West African country, including brightly coloured 
dress-ware, masks, musical instruments and even an opportunity to learn and play "Awale", a traditional Sierra Leonian 
table-top game. Our interpretation also includes QR codes, to give you an opportunity to find out more about some of 
the items on display, including how some are made. The Olney-Newton Link, a charity based in Olney, are sharing some 
of the work they have been doing to improve infrastructure and education in the town of Newton, in Sierra Leone. More 
information about the Olney-Newton Link can be found here: Home - Olney Newton Link.  Free entry to this exhibition in 
the Three Hares Gallery. (Usual admission applies to see the museum and gardens). 

Family Fun Craft Making 
4th March – 11am-3pm 

Visit our Dressing Up and Activity Room at the top of the museum, for a Family Fun activity to test your craft making 
skills and have a go at weaving a spider's web. Use pre-punched card templates and coloured wool, add the foam spider 
and hanging cord and take your creation home! Or use your creative skills to choose your own wools and create a length 
of fabric of your own design. (Whilst stocks last ...).  This activity is taking place in conjunction with the 'Sierra Leone:  
Sierra-ously Surprising' exhibition that is currently on display in The Three Hares Gallery. Also, you'll be given a questions 
sheet. Find the correct answers in the exhibition to win a toy! A free drop-in session suitable for children up to the age of 
10.  Pick up your craft from the shop on your way in.  (Usual adult admission fee applies). 

Museum Tour 
11th March – 11-12pm 

Your guide will greet you in the museum courtyard and take you around the museum to tell the stories of prolific writers 
William Cowper and John Newton. As we Commemorate 250 years since Amazing Grace was written, your guide will 
explore how John Newton came to write this epic hymn, pointing out the highlights in the collection, including some of 
the original manuscripts produced by Cowper and Newton, along with other gems, including two miniatures by William 
Blake. You will then have the opportunity to explore the gardens and museum at your leisure. £3.00 per person. This is 
in addition to the standard admission to the museum if you do not have an annual pass. Please be aware that places are 
limited to 12. We would recommend booking in advance in the museum shop or by emailing 
info@cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk 

After Hours Museum Tour with Wine 
23rd March – 7:30pm-9pm 

Discover the atmospheric spaces of the museum at dusk, with our special after-hours tour.  Soak up 18th century 
domestic life and interesting stories of William Cowper and John Newton, as our costumed guides take you around the 
museum.  You will be greeted with a glass of wine upon arrival and taken around our exhibition rooms, including three 
of our newly curated spaces which have been updated as part of our AG250 anniversary. Spaces are limited to 10, so 
please book early to avoid disappointment. You can book by visiting the museum shop or by emailing 
info@cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk  £15 per ticket. 

 

http://olneynewtonlink.org.uk/
https://cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk/events/art-and-culture-of-sierra-leone-unity-freedom-justice/
https://cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk/events/art-and-culture-of-sierra-leone-unity-freedom-justice/
mailto:info@cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk
mailto:info@cowperandnewtonmuseum.org.uk

