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Draft minutes of Dickens of a Christmas Committee  

held at The Olney Centre on Monday 16th January at 7:00pm  

 

Present: Cllrs Bethune (Chair), R. Hall and Prosser 

Also: Trevor Aldred, Gill Parker 

Absent: Colin Dooley, Mike Kennedy 

In attendance: Rob Mungham (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 

DoaC23/1/01: Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Brock and Whitworth 

 

DoaC23/1/02: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

None declared 

 

DoaC23/1/03: To approve the minutes of the DoaC meeting held on 14th November 2022 

Resolved: Proposed by Cllr R. Hall, seconded by Trevor Aldred. The minutes from the 14th 

November 2022 were approved 

 

DoaC23/1/04: To select a date of the 2023 Dickens of a Christmas 

Resolved: Sunday 3rd December 2023 was proposed by Trevor Aldred, seconded by Cllr 

Prosser. All voted in favour 

 

DoaC22/1/05: To discuss wash up matters from Dickens of a Christmas 2022 

Overall, it was felt by all that the event had made a successful post-COVID return, with 

stallholders reporting increased takings and an excellent atmosphere during the whole day. 

Residents and visitors also reported the positive atmosphere, as well as the good variation in 

produce being offered by the attending stallholders. Rob Mungham reported that it was felt 
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that the event benefitted from having approximately a third of new stallholders to the event, 

as this helped to provide variety from previous years. Trevor Aldred reported that numbers of 

people attending the Lions Craft Fair in The Olney Centre were down by approximately a third, 

based on entrance fee takings and that some stallholders felt the overall event hadn’t been 

advertised as widely or prominently. However, it was also reported by stallholders and event 

visitors that they had been able to look at stalls for longer and not felt as crowded as in 

previous years. Cllr Hall reported that it was felt that numbers grew as the day went on. Rob 

Mungham agreed, although also pointed out that many early morning dog walkers had made 

purchases from stallholders whilst setting up before the event started and that late purchases 

continued to be made after the event had officially ended after 4pm! Cllr Bethune also 

reported that it had felt easier to walk around the event this year, possibly due to there being 

fewer visitors. Rob Mungham reported that all stallholders who had attended previously said 

that their takings were up, although not necessarily through a greater number of transactions. 

There were no reports of inappropriate parking locally, and the coaches provided for the park 

and ride services were noted as being very well used throughout the day. Rob Mungham 

reported that 3 stallholders had not been able to attend on the day itself, due to various short 

notice issues. Gill Parker reported that the St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church had received 3000 

visitors over the course of the Dickens weekend, as part of their tree festival. 

Resolved: DoaC committee to consider further advertisement options at the September 

meeting 

 

DoaC23/1/06: To discuss event sponsorship options 

Resolved: DoaC committee resolved that sponsorship was not essential or important to the 

ongoing success of the event, and would therefore not be sought or discussed further, unless 

offered 

The meeting finished at 7:35pm 

Next Meeting 7pm, Monday 11th September 2023 


