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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  
Monday 3rd October 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Brown (Chairman), Aldred, Brock, Geary, Hall, Hall, Prosser, Rodden,  
Rowland, Stokes, Tennant, Tyler, Varley and Whitworth 
 
In attendance: Jane Brushwood, Town Clerk and 4 members of the public 
 
Public Forum: no members of the public wished to speak  
 
 
OTC22/10/1: Apologies for absence, received from Cllr Bethune 
 
 
OTC22/10/2:   Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 
Declarations of interest were received from Cllr Tennant on item 14 as a resident neighbour 
and Cllr Aldred on the same item as chair of the East Street community building. 
 
 
OTC22/10/3: To approve the minutes of the OTC Meetings held 5th September 2022  
Resolved: Cllr Whitworth proposed, Cllr Varley seconded that the minutes of 5th September 
2022 be approved, all in favour. 
 
 
OTC22/10/04: To receive a Ward Councillors report 
Ward Councillor Geary reported that the 5G mast application had been refused, although 
they may take it to appeal. 
The decision on the new medical centre will be made on 11th October. 
MKE the A509 between the M1 and the double roundabout has been closed for services and 
will close again for around 6 months, this had been delayed for 6 months, likely from March 
2023. 
The wheely bins are rolling out, the properties that are not suitable to accommodate them 
need to notify MKC before they start before this time next year. 
 
 
OTC22/10/05: To receive a PCSO’s report 
PCSO James Andrews sent the crime figures for Olney and confirmed that when a report is 
sent in as say “anti-social behaviour”, on investigation, it may well be renamed as “assault”, 
so figures may not seem correct as reported. James thanked council for allowing a pitch on 
the market in conjunction with MKC Housing team, he noted that residents were telling him 
of incidents that had not been reported through the proper channels, he cannot respond if 
they are not reported. 
 
 
OTC22/10/06: To receive an expenditure report and budget to date  
Resolved: Cllr Brown reported the various over and under spends on budget, noting the half 
year mark showed a surplus and that OTC are in a healthy position.    
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OTC22/10/07: To receive reports from Councillors who represent at external meetings  
Cllr Aldred attended the Cowper & Newton trustees meeting and reported an update on 
collections and new display cases, the current veg gardener is retiring so they’re looking for 
a replacement. 
 
Cllr Prosser reported a meeting with LCWIP (Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan), 
starting from the Industrial Estate to Driftway, except where the turrets are, there is ample 
space to accommodate, from there to West Street there is little to no likely route. Whatever 
happens is likely to take 5 years to put into place. 
 
Cllr D Hall attended the Olney Newton Link meeting that addressed the issue of 
accountability and how money was being spent in Sierra Leone. 
 
Cllr Brown reported that the proclamation event went well. The Peace and Justice service 
was held in St Peter and St Pauls Church, the first time in Olney in 1000 years, Cllr Brown 
hosted the mayors in the Cowper & Newton Museum, some of whom had never been so far 
north. He and Cllr Whitworth attended the McMillan coffee morning at Carlton House, they 
raised over £1,000 and reported a good turnout. 
 
OTC22/10/08: To receive updates on S106 spending  
It was noted that the MUGA resurfacing works were due to complete by the end of October, 
the new lighting works will link with installation of the Christmas decorations and the final 
cctv installation, optimising the use of the cherry picker. 
The allotment lane works to be discussed and agreed at the R&Ss meeting. 
The Olney Centre plans of door widening, solar, air source heat pumps, preschool 
expansion, double glazing is progressing, looking at a company to produce a tender 
package. 
MKCC are producing a detailed proposal for the Johnson’s Field play area for the November 
council meeting. 
It was noted that the MUGA upgrade has already resulted in many bookings for the use. 
 
OTC22/10/09: To receive updates on the recreation ground, including all additional 
costs incurred and the Spartan reports 
Cllr Brown reported that additional costs over budget were £1400 for waste removal, £5900 
for security, cctv cost of iro £1000 once contributions from clubs and funding taken into 
consideration. The cctv appears to be a deterrent it was suggested that a portable camera 
be deployed as there is the risk that the problem is pushed to other areas. The public need 
to be aware of the quality of images that are available to us. The marshals to be 
reinvigorated for next year. The litter is still a problem.  
Resolved: noted 
 
OTC22/10/10: To consider the reintroduction of Citizens Advice in Olney 
Cllr Whitworth reported that CA director would be keen to bring back an outreach service to 
The Olney Centre, he would be happy to come to talk to council. The service is good and 
available to everyone, unless there is real benefit to having them in house, the cost would be 
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prohibitive. A six-month trial would be considered for a fortnightly service, CA can be 
accessed by phone, zoom and on-line, the cost per session would likely be unattainable. If 
we start, it should be soon so we can assess the result and get it in the budget if required. 
Olney is Kind does a lot of help and has limited faith in CA as most information can be found 
on-line. Lots of other voluntary groups in the town that are able to help with problems. 
Resolved: Cllr Geary proposed, Cllr Tyler seconded to invite CA director Ben Thomas to 
council with a proposal for a six month period for a fortnightly visit of 5 appointments per day, 
all in favour with 1 against. 
 
OTC22/10/11: To inform Council of the late-night shopping nights  
Resolved: the dates of 24th November, to coincide with the Christmas lights turning on and 
8th December were noted 
 
OTC22/10/12: To agree the amended Volunteer Policy and confirm the insurance 
cover 
Resolved: Cllr Varley proposed, Cllr Rodden seconded that the volunteer policy be adopted 
and the insurance cover noted, all in favour. 
 
OTC22/10/13: To Consider Setting up a Community Fridge 
Clerk requested permission to set up the community fridge in advance of the grant 
application being approved, at a cost of £4,700 with minimal running cost, additionally, 
looking for sponsorship. 
Resolved: Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Stokes seconded to support the Community Fridge 
project with the initial set up cost of £2,500 to get the process started, clerk to check if a 
retrospective grant is available, all in favour. 
 
OTC22/10/14: To discuss an update on the Yardley Manor Community Building 
Concern was raised that council would be burdened with a building that was of no use. The 
planning application was objected to as the developer took no consideration of the 
requested changes as discussed with residents.  
Resolved: Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Rowland seconded that Cllr Tennant write to the 
developer to re-engage with them. 
 
OTC22/10/15: To consider the letters received from the Ann Hopkins Smith charity 
Cllr Stokes declared an interest as a user of the land.  
Resolved: Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Whitworth seconded that the letters be accepted, all in 
favour, Cllr Stokes abstained. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
Next Meeting 7th November 2022 


