
Volunteer marshals at the Recreation ground 

Debrief meeting – Friday 21st October 2022 

Present – Jane Brushwood (Town Clerk), Rob Mungham (Deputy Town Clerk), Cllr Ian Stokes, Philip 

Solt, Sue Adams, Ian Barnes, Andrea Barnes (residents) 

Apologies – Cllr Jane Varley, Cllr Naomi Brock, Nicola Norbury, Gill Smith, David Pibworth, Janice 

Lyons, Kerry Brock, Ben Brock (residents) 

Absent – Cllr Debbie Whitworth, Cllr Colin Rodden 

 

Summary of 2022 

RM welcomed attendees and opened by thanking all volunteer marshals for their time, efforts and 

contributions to the volunteering role during the month of August, when the group was initially set 

up with the intention of advising visitors to the recreation ground of the restrictions that apply to 

the consumption of alcohol, use of barbecues and to encourage the prevention of leaving of litter. 

On the whole, those who volunteered had good experiences of their interactions with members of 

the public, most of whom seemed grateful for the information and were understanding of the 

marshal’s requests for avoiding anti-social behaviour and littering. 

It was noted that some interactions, as expected, were not positive, but no reports of violence or 

overly aggressive behaviour had been experienced by our marshals. We re-iterated the need for a 

minimum of two marshals working together at each of the 3 access points. 

It was discussed that all involved felt that, overall, the presence of marshals helped to alleviate (but 

not eliminate!) some of the problems that had escalated in the earlier months of summer 2022, and 

that, generally speaking, August had been better in terms of less littering and less use of barbecues. 

The levels of alcohol consumption were harder to monitor, or to genuinely say had been reduced, 

due to the nature of the length of stay of some visitors, and the fact that marshalling did not take 

place in the evenings. 

 

Suggestions/agreed plans/points of action for 2023 

- Feb/March 2023 - article in Olney Phonebox magazine and social media/poster campaign 

about what was done in 2022 and requesting further volunteers for summer 2023 (it was 

discussed that current group of just 16 volunteers is nowhere near enough and that 

somewhere in the region of 40-60 would be a better number, reducing the amount of time 

people would need to commit to doing it) 

- Volunteer marshals to provide dates they can marshal further in advance for rota purposes 

- Where possible, monitor weather forecasts in advance and ‘stand down’ marshals if unlikely 

to be needed 

- Start marshalling in late May, aligning with half term, bank holidays and Year 11/13 study 

leave commencing, as all of these can be busy times if good weather in the early part of the 

summer 

- To consider some evening marshalling on the longest/hottest days when the recreation 

ground is expected to be busiest 

- To consider having two marshals monitoring the car park and moving to the entrance when 

full, to advise anyone trying to get in that they will need to park elsewhere. To invest in ‘CAR 

PARK FULL’ signage to support this 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Friday 17th March 2023 – 4-5pm – The Olney Centre 


