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Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre 
on Tuesday 26th July 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Brown (Chairman), Bethune, Brock, Geary, Hall, Prosser, Rowland, Stokes,  
Varley and Whitworth 
 
In attendance: Jane Brushwood, Town Clerk 
 
Public Forum approximately 100 members of the public were in attendance. 
Councillor Brown suspended the standing order that limits the public participation to 15 
minutes and read out a few of the emails he had received from residents. Cllr Brown then 
invited residents to speak. 
 
One resident asked why it has taken so long to get the list together and suggested that 
nothing had been done, we should leave the litter and close the whole area down as it’s 
being ruined, the police take too long to respond. 
 
Another resident was concerned about another fire starting and another death in the river, he 
has completed 2 tests and found the river to be contaminated, more pollution tests need to 
be done and to emphasis this with signs. 
 
A Timpsons Row resident witnessed 20 people lost, looking for the river, drug dealers 
followed in groups of 3 and 4, the gas canisters should be sold only to catering companies. 
Vans arrive with people carrying quilts and pillow. 
 
A lady suggested a reactive list, people need to complain to the police so they can build a 
case for review, we need to hold the police accountable to review the complaints, the police 
have dispersal powers. We need to welcome respectful visitors and take control of sites and 
social media. 
 
Another lady asked, what can the town do to take the town back, we can’t rely on the police, 
there are many more places that need their help. 
 
It was reported that cars have been keyed and some parents need to look at their own 
children within the town. 
 
Bottles are dangerous and there is a fire risk. 
 
Can we close the rec down? 
 
Can the car park be closed? 
 
Closing the rec is difficult, we can’t rely on the police, this resident followed 4 police who did 
nothing about the drugs, bbqs and alcohol, they couldn’t do anything. 
 
Someone was told the police would be attending tonight, where are they? They need a van 
load of police on the rec and then to deal with the illegally parked cars. 
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The fireworks event can control the crowds, why not advise at the point of entry, before 
they’ve stared to drink. 
 
Calling 101 is difficult to get through and often cut short as there’s no time to wait. 
 
A Carey Way resident couldn’t get their car out, people were being abusive and intimidating, 
cars racing around, children walking in the road as can’t get to use the pavements. 
 
Groups of youngsters are buying alcohol, can the local shops refuse to sell disposable bbqs 
and alcohol, can local businesses fund towards more traffic wardens? 
 
MKC say more signage is needed to enforce parking restrictions. 
 
What about security? Cllr Brown assured that paid security currently patrol during the 
evenings, we have now asked them to patrol earlier and we are seeking an accredited 
company who can issue fines. 
 
Cllr Brown apologised for taking so long to react and promised that we would not let this go. 
He read a statement from the fire service that thanked residents for their support. 
 
Cllr Brown now called the meeting to order and invited people to stay if they wished. 
 
 
OTC22/07x/1: Apologies for absence, received from Cllrs Aldred, Rodden and Tennant  
 
OTC22/07x/2: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 
Cllr Stokes declared an interest as Chair of Olney Town Colts 
Cllr Brown declared an interest as a member of several sports clubs. 
 
OTC22/07x/3: To review proposals to stop antisocial behaviours at the recreation 
ground 
 

Cllr Brown thanked everyone for their contributions and summarised that there were 3 main 
areas or concern: ASB, parking and litter, all of which will come at a cost to the council and 
subsequently, to residents. 

Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Bethune seconded that while the council are working with TVP to 
get delegated powers to wardens, until then to employ security firms that are already 
accredited, all in favour. 

Cllr Bethune proposed, Cllr Stokes seconded that volunteers, supported by our current 
security firm, up to a 5 figure sum, who are not yet accredited, stop visitors at the point of 
entry, before they become unreasonable with alcohol, all in favour. 

To start a volunteer community warden scheme, at the 5 main points of entry to the rec 
during the day, this needs to be managed safely with RA, PL and training in place.  
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Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Rowland seconded that the office and Cllr Stokes be delegated to 
implement with Spartan, a plan to train volunteers and ensure all due diligence in place, to 
increase day time security, all in favour.  

Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Stokes seconded that office to arrange to install further, more 
visual, pictorial signage nearer the car park, at Timpsons Row and Carey Way, all in favour. 

To install further cctv to cover the river, quotes to be obtained for full council. 

Ward Councillors to initiate a traffic review for Olney East. 

SABA cannot ticket for poor parking and TVP can only ticket for obstructions. 

To consider charging for parking at the East Street car park, initial reservations were 
understandable, but sports clubs are now on board and we have cause to install to fund the 
additional expense. To monitor the impact on other areas of the town. 

Cllr Brown proposed, Cllr Stokes seconded to invite Napier to the Full Council meeting then 
decide, all in favour with 1 abstention. 

To install traffic cones to the north end of East Street, office to enquire from Ringway to 
borrow. 

To reinstate the lines in the car park to encourage considerate parking. 

Other areas of land for parking were discussed, the nursery pitch, which gets used for 2 
events outside of the sports season and is manned and left clean, the season starts early 
August and would be ruined for the rest of the season, additionally, extra parking will only 
encourage more people. 

The areas between the Nursery pitch and East Street and the tennis court and the MUGA 
could be used for sports clubs only, with the gate being manned and locked, thereby freeing 
spaces in the car park. Office to investigate grass mesh membrane for the areas. 

Cllr Brown proposed the use of the Nursery pitch for car parking, no seconders so the 
proposal falls. 

Office to investigate if MKC will put smart bins near the rec, they can compress the rubbish 
and inform when they need emptying. 

Bin bags to be handed out while informing visitors entering the rec. 

It was agreed that no temporary toilets or food traders be installed, it is primarily a sports 
area and not to be encouraged as a visitor centre. 

Residents are to be encouraged to keep reporting problems to TVP so they are aware of 
potential mass gatherings. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm 

 


