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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 7th March 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Brock (Chairing the meeting until item 5), Geach (Chairing the meeting from 
item 6), Bethune, Brown, Geary, Hall, Rodden, Rowland, Tennant, Varley, Ward, Whitworth 
 
In attendance: Jane Brushwood to clerk the meeting and 13 members of the public 
 
Public Forum 
 
Stuart Dorrill of Caveman Conditioning asked how much the council were in support of 
health and welfare in the community and how important local business was with Caveman 
Conditioning being started by a local, employing 9 locals for local people. 
 
Mr Prosser wanted to thank Olney Town Council, after he reported issues at the January 
meeting, he received a letter from the office and the problems were being dealt with. 

 

OTC22/23 Apologies for absence, received from Cllrs Aldred and Stokes 

 

OTC22/24 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Geary declared an interest on item 17, Cllr Tennant declared an interest on item 12  

OTC22/25 To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held on 7th February 2022 

Resolved: Cllr Brown proposed and Cllr Tennant seconded that the minutes be approved 

with the addition of two councillor names that were missed in error.  

 

OTC22/26: To express the towns solidarity with Ukraine and to denounce the 

Russian invasion 

Cllr Rowland proposed that we check that no OTC finances or billing are connected to 

Russia in any way and to put up the Ukraine flag at TOC and Market Place in support.  

Resolved: Cllr Bethune proposed, Cllr Rowland seconded, all in favour. 

 

OTC22/27: To receive information from Keith Wheeler regarding the Speed Watch 

Initiative 

Keith Wheeler is MKC’s Speed Watch Co-ordinator, he introduced PC Lee Turnham who 

informed council he’s worked for TVP for 32 years, is now co-ordinating standardising the 

Speed Watch system. Any organisation can access CommunitySepeedwatch.org, sign up to 
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the on-line training, grants are available to purchase a handheld device costing £160, rather 

than the ones costing thousands and had to have a PCSO in attendance. The information is 

entered into a central point with statistics available within hours. A driver profile is built with 

intervention triggered at different levels, roads policing get involved to work with the 

community to see what works for each individual area. 

Keith and Lee were thanked for their time. 

 

OTC22/28: To receive information from Napier parking regarding the provision of 

Parking Management in Olney 

James De Savary introduced himself and Mat Croft from Napier Parking, they have looked 

after MK and Olney for 12 years and put forward numerous suggestions to resolve the 

problems of parking that were experienced at East Street car park last summer. 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed and Cllr Brown seconded that Cllr Varley to investigate 

further and return to the May meeting with her findings. All in favour except 1 abstention. 

 

OTC22/29: To receive the Mayors Update 

Cllr Geach reported that the trees have been planted in the tree pits at the Market Place in 

accordance with MKC’s arboriculturist’s advice. The refurbishment of the Market Place 

toilets is starting imminently, both of these being funded by a grant.  

The Cherry Fair is going ahead this year, the date to be confirmed. 

New Christmas lights have been ordered to replace the broken ones. 

Two more families have been housed in the affordable housing at Yardley Manor. It has 

become apparent that they often have nothing, so negotiations for funds from Central MKC 

to allow for easier access to white goods and flooring.  

 

OTC22/30 To discuss the Landscaping Services Agreement and to agree the 

arrangement for Olney Town Council from April 2023 
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The MKC Landscaping Services Agreement was presented to council at the last meeting; 

the recommendation from the deputy clerk is to continue with the arrangement but not to 

include the Whirly Pit roundabout, as we do not have the resources to attend to it safely. 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed to continue with the agreement, Cllr Whitworth seconded, 

all in favour except one abstention.  

OTC22/31: To review proposed changes to OTCs Reserves Policy 

Cllr Brown suggested a change to the policy that the RFO makes recommendation of 

reserves to be signed off by council. And to increase the level of general reserves by 35% 

over the period to March 2024. 

Resolved: Cllr Brown proposed the change to the policy, Cllr Geary seconded, all in favour 

and Cllr Brown proposed the increase in general reserves, Cllr Gear seconded, all in favour. 

OTC22/32: To appoint an OTC representative to attend the Northeast Rural 

Community Forum 

Resolved: Cllr Geach agreed to be the OTC representative 

OTC22/33: To receive an update on live streaming meetings and costings 

Cllr Geach reported that he had visited another council who have the system in place, likely 

costs are £5-7,000 for equipment, plus monthly cost of £100 and around £80 for the annual 

licence fee for the professional version of zoom. It was reported that during lockdown on 

average three members of the public joined the live streaming. 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed that the Council reach out to the community to see if it 

would be used, with responses to the Clerk, Cllr Tennant seconded it, all in favour. 

OTC22/34: To present reports on the fabric of the Council premises on East Street, 

formerly the Football Club 

Cllr Varley reported that multiple surveys have been commissioned to determine the 

condition and cost of repairs and immediate attention is required to the drains and roof. We 

need to decide what to do going forward. 
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OTC22/35: To discuss the Queens Jubilee 

The Queens Canopy is set up to offer 7 trees to represent the 7 decades of her reign, they 

need to be planted together, either in a circle or a line with a plaque. 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed and Cllr Bethune seconded that Cllr Varley, with Cllr Geach, 

the deputy and the groundsman decide the most appropriate place. All in favour except one 

abstention.  

Cllr Rowland reported that the event planned for Thursday 2nd June on the recreation ground 

would include activities from the C&N Museum, Salt Mine Theatre Group, local acts and 

talents, a marquee, toilets and a cherry picker to erect the bunting and decorations. The MK 

Community Foundation and the Arts Council grant are interested in granting a fund but as it 

has been withdrawn, he asked for use of the Reserves Fund as a contingency. 

Cllr Geach reported that a possible evening event could include the beacon lighting, 

fireworks to be sponsored by local business, bunting and for children to make a flag for the 

bunting. 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed and Cllr Brown seconded that further investigation by Cllr 

Geach as to why the grant application was withdrawn and Cllrs Geach and Rowland to see if 

it was possible for it to be re submitted. That the meeting be adjourned for this item and 

reconvened at 7pm on Thursday 10th March. All in favour with one abstaining. 

 

OTC22/36: To review the expenditure report 

Resolved: noted 

OTC22/37: To receive reports from Councillors who represent OTC at external 

meetings 

Resolved: no external meetings were held. 

OTC22/38: To consider exclusion of Public and Press Representatives pursuant to 

the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by the confidential 

nature of the business to be contracted 

Resolved: Cllr Geach proposed and Cllr Varley seconded that the public be excluded. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9.35pm to be reconvened at 7pm on Thursday 10th 
March 2022 to resolve the matter on item 13 on the agenda, number OTC22/35 above. 

 

The meeting reconvened at 7pm on Thursday 10th March 2022 

 
Present: Cllrs Geach (Chairman), Brock, Brown, Geary, Hall, Rodden, Rowland, Stokes,  

    Varley and Whitworth 
 
In attendance: Jane Brushwood to clerk the meeting and 6 members of the public 
 

Apologies were accepted from: Cllrs Aldred, Bethune, Tennant and Ward 

 

OTC22/35: To discuss the Queens Jubilee 

Cllr Geach thanked the working group for all that had been put into this event 

Cllr Rowland suggested we put behind any confusion and look forward with positivity. He 

reported that the Community Foundation grant can be resurrected and explained that it was 

given on the basis that arts and theatre are included. 

Cllr Rodden proposed, Cllr Hall seconded that should the grant not be allocated, that the 

council fund it. 4 councillors in favour, 6 against, the motion falls. 

 

Resolved: Cllr Varley proposed, Cllr Rowland seconded that we resubmit the application 

with reduced figures of expected footfall and amendments as agreed regarding future 

involvement with groups, all councillors in favour 

Cllr Brown reminded council that the Queen’s canopy of trees are to be planted, the flowers 

will have a red, white and blue theme, there are private street parties organised, so lots 

going on. 

The reconvened meeting closed at 7.40 

 


