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Signed: Cllr P Geach, 7th March 2022 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 7th February 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Aldred, Bethune, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Rowland, Stokes, Ward, 
Whitworth and Pibworth 
 
In attendance: Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) and 6 members of the public 
 
Cllr Geach acknowledged the passing of John (Jock) Smail, a former Mayor of Olney Town 
Council, a valued member of the community and past on his condolences to his family on 
behalf of Olney Town Council. 
 
Public Forum  
 
1) A local resident had written to the council regarding his concerns at the poor visibility at 

the zebra crossing by One Stop and also commented on the Sainsbury’s crossing.  At 
One Stop he felt that the brightly illuminated poles and excess bollards make it difficult for 
drivers to see pedestrians waiting to cross, he thought some way of making waiting 
pedestrians more visible would make it safer and he wondered if MK Highways could give 
advice? He felt moving two of the bollards at Sainsburys would help pedestrians feel less 
exposed if placed on the side of the crossing nearer the roundabout. The letter also 
mentioned the closure on Lavendon Road, 12-23 February.  

 

OTC22/06: Apologies for absence 

Cllrs Varley and Rodden sent apologies. Cllr Tennant had notified Deputy Town Clerk that 

he was running late due to work commitments. 

 

OTC22/07: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Stokes, Item 10 as Chairman of The Colts, Cllr Geary Item 9 as a Member of MK 

Council, Cllr Aldred as President of the Newport Pagnell & Olney Lions Club 

OTC22/08: To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held on 10th January 2022 

Cllr Bethune commented on the Schedule of Meetings item at OTC22/04 not reflecting what 

was agreed in the January meeting. Cllr Geach recalled otherwise and proposed that the 

minutes be approved as presented. 

Resolved: that the minutes from 10th January are approved 

 

OTC22/09: To receive information from MKC regarding the Landscaping Services 

Agreement and to discuss and agree the arrangement for Olney Town Council from 

April 2023 
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Kay Pettit from Milton Keynes Council spoke to the Council regarding the Devolution of the 

Landscaping Services. She advised that in 2020 the Olney Town Council agreed to continue 

the Devolved Landscaping and MKC are now looking at the Agreement for 2023. Requesting 

commitment from Councils by end of March.  

After some discussion the Deputy Clerk suggested decision deferred until March meeting, 

Cllr Geach said to forward any questions regarding this to the Deputy Clerk. 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC22/10: To consider hedging around the Amazing Grace Community Orchard 

Elaine Herniman and Rohan Wedge, representatives of the Amazing Grace Community 

Orchard Committee, stated that prior permission from Olney Town Council had been given 

to plant the trees and work for this is to start 19/20th March.  

They are now seeking permission to plant a boundary hedge and additional items in the form 

of picnic benches, sculptures and a forest school log circle. Cllr Geach declared an interest 

as he has sponsored two trees. Cllr Geary requested the trees be protected using non 

plastic materials. 

Cllr Stokes asked how the area would be protected from vandalism. Rohan Wedge stated 

that this is the biggest challenge they face, but the route it is a well-trodden walking route 

with dog walkers and, although this is a concern, it should not be a reason for this not to 

happen.  

Resolved: that permission was given for the boundary hedge to be planted on 19th/20th 

March and 2 picnic benches put in place. The sculptures and information boards be bought 

back to Council at a later date.  

 

OTC22/11: To receive the Mayors Update 

Cllr Geach updated OTC on the Datapoint which had appeared near the bus shelter on the 

Market Place. He had attended a site meeting with MK Highways, who confirmed they would 

re site the Datapoint closer to the bus stop. 

Yardley Manor Housing – a number of local families have now been housed. The legal 

department at Milton Keynes Council are looking at these 19 housesbeing held in perpetuity 

and a variation to the agreement is being drafted for consideration by all parties.  

Two life buoys are on order for the Recreation Ground. 

Cllr Geach asked Cllr Rowland, as Chair of the Queens Jubilee Celebrations Working Party, 

to bring the Council up to date with current proposals scheduled for 4th June.  
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Cllr Rowland outlined a proposed event at the Rec on 4th June with the possibility of using 

the Football Club from 11am onwards into early evening. The actual event would contain a 

series of events including school children singing Amazing Grace. The possibility to 

encourage people to wear 1950s costumes and for vintage vehicles to be on site was 

discussed. A town picnic would be the main event with also the possibility of a play being 

performed. Cllr Rowland outlined proposed costs at circa £7k, although did not have any 

proposal to offer for this. 

Cllr Rowland thanked everyone on the Working Group for their ideas. He said he would 

canvas the proposed plan out to OTC as soon as possible and take feedback on the event to 

further progress ready for the next OTC meeting.  

Cllr Brown highlighted that nothing had been put in the budget for the proposed event. 

Cllr Geach suggested that due to limited time in which to now organise the event, that a Plan 

‘B’ is considered (smaller planned event, lower budget, easily achievable). 

 

OTC22/12: To receive the Deputy Town Clerk report  

The Deputy Town Clerk sought approval for the below events: 

- Motorama, Market Place Sunday 12 June (from Saturday night through to Sunday 

6:00pm)  

- RiverFest request from TOG weekend 2/3 July for use of the Charity Field plus 

permission to use Nursery Field for marshal-controlled parking. Cllr Geach suggested 

we grant approval subject to seeing what the weather is like for parking. Cllr Brown 

said we need to let other clubs know that may have fixtures on these dates and 

inform them of the event taking place. The Deputy Clerk agreed to do so.  

Cllr Stokes also requested that Olney Town Council confirm a thorough clean up with 

the organising Committee after the event, as bottles etc have been left down on the 

field in previous years.  

- BOFF, 9 –11 September use of the Market Place including putting up a marquee.  

- The Glebe Field – a request had been received from St Peter and Pauls Church to 

use the Glebe Field on 16th & 17th July for parking, and for further parking provision 

for an event on 1st January 2023.  Cllr Geach asked the Deputy Town Clerk to go 

back expressing our reservations and question a) is it going to be marshalled 

parking? b) In the chance of inclement weather, will they put down matting?  



 

 

 

   
 

4 
Signed: Cllr P Geach, 7th March 2022 

 

Resolved: that the above events and use of OTC land be approved for use. The Glebe 

Field request for parking received concerns and the Deputy Town Clerk will seek further 

information and report back at a future meeting.  

 

Internal auditors report – The Deputy Clerk stated that an interim internal audit was carried 

out in December. The report’s conclusion states that ‘in our opinion the council are keeping 

their records and books in order and are following internal control procedures that they have 

set up. There has been a significant improvement over the course of the year, the Deputy 

Town Clerk/s have adopted new policies and procedures and have implemented this 

effectively into the day-to-day management of the Town Council. Therefore, the Town 

Council should aim to maintain this style of working for the foreseeable future’  

Cllr Geach requested that the Councils records it’s thanks to Sarah on this issue, as she had 

worked very hard in bringing the accounts up to date. 

 

The Cricket Club - we will potentially be trialling OTC equipment for a couple of hours per 

week for the forth coming season. There are ongoing discussions taking place between 

Olney Town Council and OTCC which should be concluded soon, and a formal agreement 

put in place. 

 

A MUGA safety report has been carried out which has come back satisfactory. A couple of 

items require attention prior to reopening e.g. mould clearance, glass removal, secure 

equipment etc 

 

The Cemetery wall repairs going well; funded by MKC, to be completed within a month. The  

Office has received a thankyou letter from the Church Warden for the landscaping work that 

has been carried out recently in the Church grounds. 

 

2 grant applications have been submitted. One is for £40,000 which will be used for Market 

Place Toilets redecoration, an electric powered disabled door and installation of trees around 

the Market Place.   

The other grant in which OTC have been successful in obtaining is the Grant for the Opening 

of the High Street for £20,000. New Christmas lights for the town are being purchased. 

 

OTC22/13: To discuss a proposal from the Tennis Club regarding new floodlights 
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Resolved: that Olney Town Council are in favour of new floodlights being submitted for 

Planning approval at Milton Keynes Council 

   

OTC22/14: To discuss Policing in Olney 

Cllr Geach said that he had been advised by Sam Pearce at MK Police that the Police will be 

more proactive in the summer at the recreation grounds, and they will organise a combined 

operation with Roads Policing to looking at doing some stop checks to detect driving under 

the influence of drink or drugs. They are also happy for a working liaison with any security 

we employ over the summer.   

Cllr Geary is going to find out if OTC can fund a PCSO and how much that would cost 

coupled with OTC funded private summer enforcement and report back at a future meeting. 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC22/15: To receive an update on the Football Club building 

Trial holes have been dug internally and externally at back of the building to ascertain 

reason for subsidence. The report is still pending. The Deputy Town Clerk was hoping to 

receive prior to the meeting. Once received the Deputy Town Clerk will circulate ready for 

discussion at a future meeting when options and costings for rectifying the situation can be 

considered.  

Resolved: Noted 

   

OTC22/16: To discuss Johnsons Field and ownership 

Cllr Geach is awaiting MKC to come back regarding the Play Area enhancement/upgrade on 

Johnsons Field and will come back to Council.  

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC22/17: To review the expenditure report 

Cllr Stokes queried the electricity bill, particularly in relation to the Tractor Shed as it had 

increased in price considerably. Deputy Town Clerk to look into.  

Cllr Geach thanked Deputy Town Clerk for preparing the report as it was much easier to 

understand than in previous months.  

 

OTC22/18: To discuss the possibility of introducing hybrid OTC meetings 
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Cllr Pibworth had requested the possibility of live streaming meetings either by YouTube or 

by Teams.    

Resolved: Deputy Town Clerk to investigate costings and the additional administrative time 

implications on the office staff and report back to the March meeting. 

 

OTC22/19: To confirm the constitution of Committees  

Cllr Stokes had proposed in 2021 that Olney Town Council split Recs & Services into two 

Committees. It was decided to run the Committee for six months and then come back for 

evaluation.  

Cllr Stokes said he wanted to come back to the original proposal as an item to be 

considered.  

Resolved: The Recs & Services Committee to discuss at the next meeting whether there is 

a need for the Committee to be split and how the remit for each Committee would look. 

It was further resolved that Cllr Brock and Cllr Whitworth replace 2 vacancies. 

Cllr Brown bought up the possibility of merging Finance and HR, but due to time constraints 

in the meeting suggested that he would distribute possible advantages of this option and 

gain feedback in time for a meeting in the future. Cllr Geary suggested a joint meeting with 

both Committees to discuss this option. 

 

OTC22/20: To receive reports from Councillors who represent OTC at external 

meetings 

Resolved: there were no representations at external meetings 

 

OTC22/21: To consider exclusion of Public and Press Representatives pursuant to 

the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that publicity would 

be prejudicial to the public interest by the confidential nature of the business to be 

contracted 

Cllr Geach explained that personnel matters will be discussed. 

Resolved: that public and press would be excluded 

OTC22/22: An update on Personnel matters 

Resolved: Report noted  
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The meeting closed 9.30pm 


