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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 10th January 2022 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs’ Aldred, Bethune, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Rowland, Stokes, Ward 
 
In attendance: Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) and 3 members of the public 
 
Public Forum: Cllr Geach suspended the relevant part of section 3 of Standing Orders to 
allow public to speak on whatever subject they wished relevant to the town. 
 

1) Residents pointed out that a pathed pedestrian area that leads from Rivetts Close to 
Dinglederry has sunken considerably in a short amount of time. There are also 
leaves and debris that need clearing.  

2) Residents wanted to know if there was any way that the signage in Olney can be 
cleaned by volunteers 

3) Residents highlighted that 2 streetlights next to their house illuminate their house 
throughout the night and wondered whether skirting can be put onto the light to 
deflect the light pollution  

 
OTC22/01:  Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs’ Hall, Pibworth, Rodden, Tennant, Varley, Whitworth 

OTC22/02: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

There were no interests declared 

OTC22/03: To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held on 1st November 2021 

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the meeting as a true record of the meeting 

OTC22/04: To approve the schedule of meetings for 2022 

Cllr Bethune proposed that OTC meetings be scheduled up to and including the Annual 

Meeting only in case changes are required after this date. 

Cllr Stokes requested that JUG meetings are scheduled for 2022.  

Resolved:  that the schedule of meeting is approved up to and including the Annual 

Meeting (Monday 9th May 2022) subject to the Clerk obtaining advice as to whether it is 

practicable to schedule part of the year.  

OTC22/05: To approve the budget and the precept for 2022/23 

Cllr Brown thanked the Deputy Clerk and Councillors for their input for the 22/23 budget. He 

continued with an overview of the budget. 
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- Projected income of £159,640.03 and expenditure of £466,825.39. This means the 

precept request will be £307,185.46 an increase of 3.4% on last year. OTC remain 

mindful, based on feedback from Councillors and residents, of the increased cost of 

living and to keep any increase in the precept minimal. The increase of 3.4% is below 

inflation. 

- OTC are predicting slightly increased income this year on the assumption of no 

further restrictions. OTC have very generously held rents and rates flat for this year. 

This includes recreation ground rents, allotment rents, market stall fees and cemetery 

fees. OTC have also held flat pricing of room hire at the Olney centre for local 

groups. This was a reflection of the feeling that sports clubs, social clubs and 

residents have experienced difficult times and it would be inappropriate to increase at 

this time. However, it is worth signposting that having been held for two years, an 

increase is likely across the board next year.  

- There will be work by the office to look at increasing revenue, particularly for services 

provided by the council to people outside the town.  

- On expenditure OTC’s biggest cost as ever is staffing costs. OTC are proposing an 

increase in the staffing budget this year. Consideration will be given to taking on two 

additional members of staff. This is in response to increased demand for our 

services. That is a message across all our expenditures, we are seeing increased 

demand. We have had to increase the budget for dog bins, waste collection at the 

rec and also security for the rec in the summer months.  

- Actions will be taken to ensure the public are getting value for money. Where grants 

are available to replace revenue expenditure we will seek to do so. 

- Reserves currently stand at £251,571. This is broken down as follows; earmarked 

reserves are £116,122, restricted reserves are £75,643.56 and finally our general 

reserve stands at £59,806. As part of putting this budget forward OTC are proposing 

that the Finance Committee urgently review Reserves Policy which will include 

formulating a risk register, making an assessment of our assets, and then making a 

recommendation the council for reserves levels.  

- The draft budget 22/23 presented includes changes that were resolved at the 

Finance Committee meeting (found under Finance Committee minutes, item 

FIN22/04, 6th January 2022). Cllr Brown explained the changes the Finance 

Committee had resolved upon to full council at the request of Cllr Geary. 
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- Cllr Bethune said that the Hanging Baskets are likely to go up in 2022, even though 

forecast at a £0 amount on the budget, which will increase income slightly (circa 

£1000). 

- Cllr Geach thanked the Cllr Brown and the Deputy Town Clerk for their work on a 

difficult budget. 

- Cllr Bethune proposed that we accept the 2022/23 budget as presented with no 

further changes. Cllr Stokes seconded.  

- Cllr Bethune proposed that the increase in the precept at 3.40%, resulting in a Band 

D increase of £3.75 is approved. Cllr Stokes seconded. 

Resolved: to approve the 22/23 budget. It was further resolved that the precept demand for 

22/23 for £307,185.46 is approved, an 3.40% increase. 

The meeting closed 7.29pm 


