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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 4th October 2021 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs’ Bethune, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Hall, Pibworth, Rodden, Rowland, 
Tennant, Varley, Ward and Whitworth, Stokes 
 
Public Forum: Cllr Geach read a letter received from Sue Warren (name permitted to be 
published) on parking in Oakdown Crescent.  In which she asked if the Committee on 
parking had reached any conclusions? The parking had become even more of a nightmare, 
a van was parked in the ambulance bay on Sunday.  She felt this situation would continue as 
she had never seen a traffic warden in the area. 
 
 
OTC21/157 Apologies for absence 

No apologies for absence, Deputy Town Clerk advised Cllr Ward may be a little late. 

 

OTC21/158 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Stokes declared an interest – item 6, Chairman of the Colts Football Club 

Cllr Tennant declared an interest – item 6, member of Caveman Conditioning Club 

OTC21/159 To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held on 6th September 2021 

Cllr Aldred said typo at top of page 3 needed to be amended  

Cllr Aldred asked about the written report mentioned in 21/145, Cllr Tennant confirmed this 

went out with the papers for the meeting.   

Cllr Brock requested that all references to the ‘club’ should state ‘hub’. 

Cllr Rodden requested the minutes mention heightened engagement with the public on 

Cobbs Garden developments. 

Cllr Tennant proposed the minutes were approved with the above amendments, Seconded 

by Phil Geach 

Resolved: that the minutes are approved once above amendments made.  

 

OTC21/160 Temporary Deputy Clerk Appointment 

Cllr Geach confirmed a temporary Deputy Town Clerk had started.  

Cllr Rodden asked if we advertised the position, Cllr Geach said we did not and that it is a 

temporary appointment.  

 

A proposal from Cllr Geach was to approve the appointment of a Temporary Deputy Town 

Clerk, seconded by Cllr Brown, Cllr Rodden voted against, all others in favour. 
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A further proposal from Cllr Geach was to review the position on a monthly basis, after 

discussion it was proposed to review in December. Cllr Varley seconded, Cllr Rodden voted 

against, all others were in favour. 

Resolved: that the temporary Deputy Clerk position was approved and would be reviewed 

at the December OTC meeting. 

 

OTC21/161 Request for Dog Show July 31st, 2022 

Deputy Town Clerk read out an email received regarding a Dog Show in 2022. A charity 

event representing Animals in Need in Northamptonshire, this requested the use of the 

Recreation Grounds on Sunday 31st July 2022.   

Cllr Bethune proposal was to allow and that there is no charge – Cllr Brock seconded, all in 

favour 

Resolved: to allow the Dog Show to go ahead with no charge 

 

OTC21/162 Update on the Football Clubhouse 

Cllr Varley – read out the Surveyors report, which said that the building was structurally safe, 

the key safety concern in the report was the electrical installation. The report anticipated that 

the building may remain occupied provided that the electrical circuits supplying the 

immersion changing room heater/main clubhouse heating have been isolated, isolation must 

be maintained, and the tenant informed.  An updated electrical condition report should be 

arranged. No access allowed to the canopy flat roof until remedial work done and a fragile 

roof sign should be put up as soon as possible. An asbestos survey should be carried out to 

see if we have asbestos in building. 

Cllr Geach – proposed to send the Report to the Tenant – Cllr Ward seconded, all in favour 

Resolved: that the report be sent to the tenant. 

 

Ben Brown further proposed to allow the Deputy Town Clerk to commission the work that 

needs doing as soon as possible and that all are happy with recommendation that the 

building is currently safe and that we are kept informed as it goes along and report back to 

council. Cllr Bethune seconded 

 

Cllr Geach proposed the amendment that the Clerk also consults with the insurance 

company and should at any point the Clerk feel the building is unsafe that it is closed. 
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Cllr Brown accepted the amendment, Cllr Bethune seconded, 8 voted in favour, 4 voted 

against and three abstentions. 

Resolved: The proposal was carried for the Deputy Town Clerk to commission work and 

asbestos survey as soon as possible, to contact the insurance company as soon as possible 

and at any point should she feel that the information received states that the building is 

unsafe, will close the building. 

 

OTC21/163 Deputy Town Clerks Report  

Autumn/Winter Bedding plants need to be ordered; quotes have been provided by three 

companies. OTC had received copies of the quotes. 

Cllr Brown proposed we accept the lowest quote and the one that has experience with 

providing other councils with bedding plants. Cllr Geach seconded this, and all were in 

favour.  

Resolved: that the lowest quote is accepted  

 

The Deputy Town Clerk said complaints had been received about weeds around the town 

and that she had met with Kevin Wilson from Milton Keynes Council, and he is going to get a 

team to sort these out over the next few weeks. 

 

A meeting regarding parking has taken place at Olney Middle School and Olney Infant 

Academy to assess what can be done in order to prevent precarious parking and potentially 

dangerous situations. Cllr Whitworth attended as a representative for OTC, as the Deputy 

Town Clerk could not attend.  

Cllr Whitworth proposed that OTC supports MKCs speeding initiative in relation to the 

schools Cllr Geach seconded the proposal all were in favour. 

Resolved: that OTC supports the schools traffic management initiative. The rest of the 

report was noted.   

 

OTC21/164 To review the expenditure report  

Cllr Bethune queried the annual fee mention for the upkeep of bridge and advised this was a 

donation. 

Resolved: Cllr Bethune proposed we accepted the expenditure report, Cllr Geach 

seconded, and proposal was accepted. 
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OTC21/165 To receive reports from Councillors who represent OTC at external 

meetings  

Cllr Bethune attended a meeting at Emberton Park, they discussed making it more 

environmentally friendly, this all has to go out to consultation, lowering the parking charges 

in the winter was also under consideration. 

 

The meeting closed 8:20pm 
 
 
 


