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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Development Group held Monday 27th September 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Aldred, Bethune, Rowland, Chris Tennant (Chair), Jane Varley 

 

Also present:  Sarah Kennedy, Deputy Town Clerk 

Bill Morgan, resident member 

Oran McClusky, resident member 

 

DEV21/32: Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs’ Brown and Geach. Cllrs’ Ward and Rodden were not present. 

 

DEV21/33: To receive any declarations of interests. 

Cllr Aldred declared an interest as he is the Chair of the Management Committee for the Olney 

Youth Centre. 

 

DEV21/36: To receive a presentation and update from the Yardley Manor Developer 

Consortium on the emerging design for the Yardley Manor Community Centre 

With the approval of the ODG Committee Cllr Tennant bought this item to the beginning of the 

agenda.  

Victoria Southern, Technical Director from Bovis homes presented her team, Rianne Breen; 

Design Assistant, Duncan Beard; Synergy and Andy Page; Project Manager. 

The team presented the current design/s of the proposed community building to take to planning. 

Duncan presented the design plans. Looking at car park spaces (20 spaces), explaining that there 

was flexibility in the design to expand the car parking spaces in the future. Future extendibility 

options for the building were considered e.g., options for a badminton court. Various design 

options were considered and presented. It was highlighted by the design team that it would be 

more cost effective to have a stand-alone court due to the complexities of the build add on if that 

were a consideration at a later date.  

Additional storage space and the potential positioning of the plant room was explained and the 

reasoning behind. The materials for the exterior of the building were also outlined. 

Estimate from planning to handing over the keys being about a year. 

Cllr Varley asked how they are planning to future proof the building from an environmental point of 

view. Victoria Southern mentioned the MKC sustainability policy, and that they are trying to 

implement various options including the possibility of an air source heat pump.  
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Cllr Tennant thanked the team explaining that they had listened carefully to the brief, scope and 

specification and had come back with a great design based on the information Olney Town Council 

had requested and supplied them with.  

Cllr Tennant questioned the costs of the build. The developers confirmed that the costs of the build 

in its entirety would be borne by the developers until Olney Town Council get a set of keys to the 

hall. 

Victoria Southern concluded by saying that OTCs comments would be taken into consideration and 

the building would be re-costed and feedback provided. A planning application will then be 

submitted, ideally before Christmas. She concluded by saying that 12-18 months after planning 

approval the building would be finished.  

Cllr Tennant stated that OTC would be carrying out some consultation with the wider community on 

the Community building. 

   

DEV21/34: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2021 

Resolved: that the minutes are approved once DEV21/29 wording is revised. 

 

DEV21/35: To consider membership and to receive expressions of interest from 

residents to join the Olney Development Group 

Oran McClusky introduced himself as a local resident of Olney. Cllr Tennant proposed to formally 

co-opt Oran McClusky onto the ODG Committee. Cllr Bethune seconded the motion, all were in 

favour.  

Resolved:  that Oran McClusky was co-opted onto the ODG Committee.  

 

DEV21/36: To receive a presentation and update from the Yardley Manor Developer 

Consortium on the emerging design for the Yardley Manor Community Centre 

See above, item brought forward in the meeting. 

 

DEV21/37: To review the proposed Minor Modifications to the Olney Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Tennant has reviewed the list of policies to update to bring into line with PlanMK but would like 
the item to be taken to the next meeting. 
Resolved: noted 
 
 
DEV21/38: To consider and approve a Consultation Strategy to assist in the engagement 

of the Olney Community 
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Cllr Tennant recommended council review the draft Consultation Strategy and bring back to the  
next meeting for further discussion.  
He explained that we need to set a framework where the ODG can discuss and agree how to 
consult with the community on the new Neighbourhood Plan and Development Group projects. 
This will include local residents, businesses, officers, MKC Ward Councillors, other Town Councils 
etc and this is using primarily the OTC website and Facebook page and non-electronic means e.g., 
written form, using the town council gazebo at the local events. 
Resolved: noted 
 
 
DEV21/39: To review Olney Development Group Projects and S.106 Tracker 

Cllr Tennant explained the S106 process and OTC’s determination to spend the money for the 

benefit of the town. It was asked why the Warrington Road site is not subject to S106 despite the 

impact it will have on the town; Cllr Tennant will investigate due to the recent changes to the 

original planning consent. 

It was proposed by Cllr Tennant that as a group OTC should make a formal representation to the 

current consultation on the Warrington Site, which would be circulated amongst the ODG group 

before it is approved for submission. The current application would be scrutinised. OTC will outline 

what that would like to see in the future application, and this would be noted and submitted. Cllr 

Rowland seconded the proposal. 

Cllr Tennant stated he would find out when the consultation period ended.  

Cllr Rowland will look into the S106 monies available for education by contacting MKC directly. Cllr 

Tennant provided contact details for Cllr Rowland.  

Resolved: Cllr Rowland and Bill Morgan agreed to prepare a draft document for circulation 

 
 
The meeting closed at 21:20 


