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Signed: Cllr P Geach, 4th October 2021 

Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 6th September 2021 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs’ Bethune, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Hall, Pibworth, Rodden, Rowland, 
Tennant, Varley, Ward and Whitworth 
 
Also present: 3 representatives from Cobbs Garden surgery and 10 members of the public 
 
Cllr Geach opened the meeting and gave apologies to a resident who had raised an issue at 
the August OTC meeting regarding public participation. This had inadvertently been omitted 
from the minutes which he stated would be amended.  
 
Public Forum: Cllr Geach suspended relevant part of section 3 of standing orders in order 
to allow public to speak on whatever subject they wished relevant to the town. 
 

1) A member of the public spoke about her concerns regarding the landscaping 
generally in Olney looking less than appealing, with particular reference to the 
cemetery looking unkept. She had noted that with OTC had bought in additional 
resources to help catch up with any landscaping issues, and the cemetery was soon 
bought up to it’s usual standards and was being maintained well. Her concerns 
centered around the ongoing maintenance of the cemetery (in particular).  

 
 
OTC21/140:  Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Stokes and Aldred 
 
 
OTC21/141: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Hall declared an interest in Item 13 and Cllr Tennant declared an interest in Item 11 

 

OTC21/142 To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held on 2nd August 2021 

Cllr Tennant proposed we approve the minutes with amendments Cllr Brock seconded.  

Unanimously agreed. 

Resolved: to agree the minutes of the meeting of 2nd August 2021, once minor adjustment 

made. 

 

OTC21/143 To discuss public participation at Council meetings 

Councillor Geach stated that he wished to clarify the position regarding public participation at 

the OTC meeting.  
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Standing Order 3f made it clear that such participation was confined to matters of business 

on the agenda. This Standing Order had been approved by the last Council and as far as 

could be seen, had been in effect for at least 5 years.  

He confirmed that the view of the current Council was that a resident should be able to 

speak within the public participation element of a meeting on any subject relevant to the 

town be it on the agenda or not.  

Resolved: that until Standing orders could be amended to reflect this, Cllr Geach proposed 

to suspend Standing Order 3f at the commencement of meetings, this was seconded by Cllr 

Varley and unanimously agreed. 

 

OTC21/144 An update and discussion on Standing Orders 

Resolved: Cllr Brock proposed that as Standing Orders are going to be suspended 

members of the Public can come to the meeting and discuss anything they wish, we should 

await amended Standing Orders. This was seconded by Cllr Geach and was unanimously 

passed. 

 

OTC21/145 To receive an update on the proposed Health Hub  

Cllr Tennant summarised the written report. The Development Group have been in meetings 

with parties to implement the adopted policy that allocates land at East Street and Austen 

Avenue for a new health hub in town.  The land is currently in use by Olney Youth Centre 

and there is an adjacent field between the Youth Centre and Anglian Pumping Centre.  The 

proposal is that OTC fully support the Cobb Surgery Doctors surgery in their negotiation with 

MK Council property services to bring forward the proposed health hub scheme to 

considerably enhance the medical and health facilities of the town.  This is a policy within the 

Neighbourhood Plan. The existing Cobb Garden facility is not big enough to sustain the level 

of growth in Olney, potentially growing to 12,000 patients.  

MKC own the land and there is Section 106 funding to £719,000, which would assist in 

bringing the project forward.  MKC, the Practice, OTC and CCG have been working since 

2019 to bring forward this project and has received impetus by the appointment of a 

Technical Consulting Team. The benefit to the town would be a purpose-built medical facility 

that could provide a range of facilities and the town would potentially get a replacement 

Youth Centre.   
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Cllr Rodden suggested that engagement with local residents should be considered during 

this process.  

Cllr Tennant’s proposal recommendation was to fully support Cobb’s Garden Surgery and 

their endeavours to move forward to support the provision and structure of a new health hub.  

Cllr Bethune seconded. The vote was unanimously in favour. 

Resolved: that OTC support the recommendations and fully support the Cobbs Garden 

Surgery proposal.  

 

OTC21/146 To receive the Mayor’s update 

- Good feedback received on the engagement session at the Sunday Farmers Market. 

- The Mayor thanked Cllrs Whitworth, Pibworth and Hall for looking after the MK Mayor 

- The Mayor advised he had been in touch with Milton Keynes Council regarding the 

Data Hub in the Market Place.  The Head of Transport advised that it is to top up 

Data Point cards for getting on the bus.  They apologised for not consulting OTC over 

this and are going to seek to move it nearer the bus stop. 

- Cllr Varley is in consultation with MK regarding the large green waste bin that 

appeared without consultation on the Market Place. MK is looking to site this in a 

more appropriate place and to inform us in future so we can inform residents. 

- MK Connect Service – admit they have had some teething problems, Cllr Geach said 

they should communicate better with the town, and they have promised to speak with 

Olney Town Council regarding MK Connect in view to how best it serves the town.  

Cllr Geach said we are looking into the possibility of getting some form of electric 

shuttle bus. 

- Cllr Geach had a tour of Olney with the Police Commissioner; he is coming to talk to 

the town on Monday 13 September and urged the Residents to attend. 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC21/147 To approve 2 grant applications recommended by the Finance  

Committee 

Cllr Brown said the Finance Committee had recommended the approval of two applications. 

(1) The Rugby Club £3,000 changing room project and (2) Quilt Project at the United Reform 

Church £375. After detailed consideration and analysis the Finance Committee proposal is 



 
 

 

 

   
 

4 

Signed: Cllr P Geach, 4th October 2021 

that the Council supports these, and we make those Grants.  Cllr Geach seconded this, and 

the motion was passed unanimously. 

Resolved: that the two applications for the grant funding are approved. 

 

OTC21/148 To approve a change to Olney Town Council’s Grant Policy 

Cllr Brown proposed (a) that OTC advise the fund more widely, (b) suspend the timetable for 

12 months and review again with 12 months’ time.  Seconded by Cllr Pibworth and passed 

unanimously. 

Resolved: approval to change the OTC Grant Policy and to review again in 12 months’ time. 

 

OTC21/149 A Request to use the Recreation Grounds for the annual firework 

display 

An email had been received from TOG asking Olney Town Council for permission to use the 

Recreation Grounds to hold the annual firework display on 7 November 2021 as they have 

done previously. This will obviously be with due regard to whatever Covid requirements and 

guidance are in place at that time. Cllr Bethune proposed that OTC approve the request, Cllr 

Brock seconded, and the proposal was passed unanimously. 

Resolved: approval was given for annual firework display organisers to use the Recreation 

Ground. 

 

OTC21/150 To receive an update on The Football Club building 

Cllr Varley said we have had legal advice on the current tenant and are currently awaiting on 

a building condition report to be submitted to Olney Town Council which is due 17/09/21. 

Depending on the outcome, we will arrange an electrical survey and following this Cllr Varley 

will update the Council. Cllr Brown proposed that we wait for the condition report to come out 

on 17th and allow Cllr Varley to deal with that when it comes out. Cllr Brock requested that 

the tenant be made aware of the current situation.  Cllr Brook seconded this.  9 were for and 

2 against.   

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC21/151 To approve the Internal Auditors for the FY21/22  
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The Deputy Clerk wanted minuted approval to use the existing internal auditor for the FY 

21/22 interim and YE audit. Cllr Geach proposed this, Cllr Varley seconded, unanimously 

passed.  

Resolved: that Olney Town Council use Haines Watts as internal auditors for FY 21/22. 

 

OTC21/152 To review the expenditure report 

Resolved: noted  

 

OTC21/153: To receive reports from Councillors who represent OTC at external 

meetings  

Cllr Hall advised that she has been to an Olney Newton Link meeting 

Resolved: noted 

 
 
 
 
The meeting closed 8:17pm 
 
 
 


