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Signed: Cllr P Geach, 6th September 2021 

Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on  

Monday 2nd August 2021 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Hall, Rodden, Stokes, Tennant, Varley, Ward 
and Whitworth 
 
Also present: Jane Brushwood (Acting Clerk) and two members of public. 
 
Public Forum: There were two emails from members of the public: 
 
Before the commencement of the meeting, Cllr Geach announced that he would be 
suspending Standing Order 3 (f) in order that a member of the public could speak on any 
item they chose rather than be limited to one on the agenda. 
 
A resident referenced agenda item OTC21/132 and asked if Oakdown Crescent would be 
considered within the parking solutions. Cllrs Bethune and Whitworth are aware of her plight. 
 
A resident wrote as an active badminton player asking if the new community building at 
Aspreys would be able to be used specifically for badminton. 
 
In attendance, a resident wanted to talk about a subject but was unable to as the subject 
was not on the agenda so now wanted to know why she could not talk on any subject at an 
OTC meeting 
 
OTC21/126: Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Aldred, Bethune, Pibworth and Rowland 
 
OTC21/127: Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda 
Declarations of interest were received from: 
Cllr Stokes on item 6 as chairman of the adjacent club. 
Cllr Tennant on item 6 as a user of the facility and item 10 as a resident living opposite the 
site. 
 
OTC21/128: To approve the minutes of the OTC meeting held 5th July 2021 
Resolved: to agree that the minutes of the meeting of 5th July as a true and correct record 
 
OTC21/129: To receive the Mayors update. 
Cllr Brock has set up a voluntary litter picking team and there are additional extra-large 
waste bins at the rec.  
Cllr Geach has had a meeting with Stuart Proffitt of MKC about asset transfers, further 
conversations will be held. 
Cllr Geach and the Acting Clerk also met with Phil Snell MK Landscaping there is not much 
of a budget to change parks, we can utilize S106. The zip wire has been repaired; the 
playhouse has also been repaired. 
Cllrs Whitworth and Geach attended Dinglederry to assess request for access re potential 
disability. The resident will update the Council with more information. 
The traffic wardens attended on two additional weekends. 
Resolved: Noted 
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OTC21/130: To receive information regarding CCTV and security for the recreation 
grounds 
Much discussion was held on the subject, it was accepted that the problem would require a 
long-term solution with security being employed in the interim, CCTV being installed mid 
term and to employ a warden in the long term. 
Resolved: Cllr Stokes proposed £500pwk spend on security for 6 weeks for up to 20 hours 
per wk. Cllr Brock seconded, all in favour. 
Action: Cllrs Stokes and Brown to obtain quotes, Cllr Geach to continue to pursue CCTV 
enquiries. 
 
OTC21/131: To consider quotes received for a safety inspection in the (former) 
Football Club building 
Although an inspection was done 4 years ago, this is now out of date.  
Resolved: to accept the lower quote and, provided the building is deemed safe, to continue 
with an electrical inspection. To obtain keys, also to inspect the council’s estate annually. 
Cllr Stokes proposed, Cllr Varley seconded, all in favour. 
 
OTC21/132: To set up a Working Group to look at areas of particular concern for 
parking in Olney and investigate potential solutions, including cost and other 
implications. To then compile a report to be brought back to Recs and Services and 
subsequently the public for discussion. 
Cllr Varley proposed a Working Group be set up to look at parking as a whole, the group to 
include a residents.   
Cllr Whitworth seconded, all in favour. 
Resolved: the Working Group to consist of Cllrs Varley, Brown, Stokes, Bethune, Whitworth 
plus one resident. 
 
OTC21/133: To approve the removal of the publication of personnel matters relating to 
a former employee 
With advice from the ICO the item has already been taken down.  
Resolved: that personnel matters should never have been publicised in the first place and 
the former employee would receive an apology.  
Cllr Geach Proposed 
Cllr Varley Seconded 
All in favour. 
Action: Cllr Geach to write to member of personnel concerned 
 
OTC21/134: To receive an update regarding the Goosey Island land 
The council has received communication from the owner’s solicitor offering the land to the 
council for £120k, council agreed that it was not worth spending public funds on and would 
decline the offer. 
Resolved: noted 
 
OTC21/135: To receive an update on the Community Building at Aspreys (after a 
meeting on 30th July) where options and revised proposals are being considered 
Cllr Tennant was instructed by council to discuss with the developers’ design team to re-set 
the specification to their obligation in the S106 agreement. By mid-September the design 
team would look at options for bolt on design should future funding become available. Much 
discussion ensued on the possible use of the building. 
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Resolved: noted 
 
OTC21/136: To review the expenditure report 
The Council were informed that work has taken place and The Olney Centre is now fully 
wired for Wi-Fi.  
Resolved: The expenses were noted and agreed. 
 
OTC21/137: To receive the Deputy Town Clerks report 
Resolved:  Deputy Town Clerks report was received and noted.  
 
OTC21/138: To approve drafts of the amended OCM, Finance and Dickens of a 
Christmas Terms of Reference now that these Committee meetings have taken place. 
Resolved: the Terms of Reference were unanimously agreed. 
 
OTC21/139: To receive reports from Councillors who represent OTC at external 
meetings 
Resolved: no external meetings took place  
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 


