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Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Recs & Services Committee held at The Olney Centre 
on Monday 16 August 2021 at 7.00pm  
  
Present: Cllrs Geach, Varley, Brock, Brown, Rodden, Bethune, Pibworth, Rowland, Whitworth, 
Stokes.  
  
Public Forum:  there were no statements or questions from members of the public 

  
RS21/22: Apologies for absence  
There were no apologies for absence. Cllrs’ Geary and Ward were not present  
 

RS21/23: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda  
Cllr Stokes declared an interest in item 7 being the Chairman of the Colts Football Club  
 

RS21/24: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 28th June 2021   
Resolved: that Cllr Hall’s name be removed as giving apologies as she was not present at the 
meeting. Cllr Whitworth needs to be added as giving apologies. Cllr Bethune proposed they 
be approved, and Cllr Brown seconded. All in favour.  
Resolved: that the minutes of the 28th June Recs & Services meeting be approved as a true and 
correct record of the meeting once the above changes have been made  
 
RS21/25: To receive an update on the inventory of land and other assets now that a review 
has taken place  
Cllrs Stoke, Varley, Pibworth, Geach, Rowland and Rodden had a walk around the estate last 
month and Cllr Rowland, Pibworth and Rodden came back with a comprehensive review of the 
play areas. The main concern being the playground on the Rec from a maintenance point of view 
where MKC had been called in to sort out the vandalism which was not rectified to a satisfactory 
standard.   
 

Other concerns noted were the health and safety aspects of the Football Club which is currently 
being reviewed via formal inspections in the form of building condition and electrical reports etc. 
Other information and actions that were noted will be dealt with via the office who will receive 
further information from Cllr Varley to look into in due course.  
Resolved: noted  
 

RS21/26: To discuss the Rugby Club request to remove 2 trees in the East Street carpark  
The Rugby Club have asked for an Alder and a Cherry tree in the East Street car park to be 
removed to enable the building of the changing rooms to take place. 2 reports have been carried 
out on the trees (one undertaken by ORFC contractor and one by OTC contractor).  
 

MK Planning have approved planning permission for the changing rooms. The permission came 
with conditions surrounding the trees. The changing rooms cannot be built without at least one of 
the trees being removed. ORFC have stated that they will be willing to sponsor some trees on the 
Market Place and are also willing to put up trees on their own land to compensate for the tree 
removal in the East Street car park. The ORFC will cover all costs relating to the removal of the 
tree. Cllr Brown proposed that the removal of the tree be approved, Cllr Geach seconded. All voted 
in favour aside from one abstention from Cllr Bethune.  



   

 

 

Resolved: that the Rugby club can fell the Cherry tree in the East Street carpark providing that 
they replace the trees on the Market Place (or another location of OTC’s choice) and put some 
additional trees on their land and that these trees will, in total, sequester the 
equivalent carbon to that of the mature tree that it has been agreed to be removed.  
 
RS21/27: To receive an update on the maintenance plan for the Community Orchard  
Resolved: item adjourned due to lack of information   
 
RS21/28: To receive an update on Project Astro  
Cllr Stokes outlined that the objective of the project was to 
find alternative winter training facilities for football and accessible for other sports also for the 
community of Olney. During the winter the condition of the multi-use facility at the 
Rec made it unusable. The project had been speaking to The Football Foundation about building 
a full-size Astro. This would be part funded by the Football Foundation and funds would have to be 
raised for the remainder, a condition of The Football Foundation was also to demonstrate long term 
financial sustainability.   
 
The land would be provided by Ousedale school who will also allow the use of the changing rooms 
and carpark facilities.  A feasibility report and site survey has been carried out. The project is now 
at the planning stage, subject to this it will go to the Football Foundation for approval.   
Resolved: noted   
 
RS21/29: To consider a skatepark proposal  
Cllr Stokes wanted to introduce the idea of building a skatepark, for use 
by skateboarders, BMX and in-line skates. Cllr Varley said the proposal was that Cllr Stokes goes 
away and investigates potential venues and comes back with a proposal. Cllr Geach said he would 
happily give a hand in finding a location.   
Resolved: noted  
 
RS21/30: To receive information on MKC accessibility funding with a view to preparing an 
application for 2022/23  
Cllr Whitworth bought this item to the meeting to make Councillors aware of grant funding and 
explained that MKC had an annual budget of £25,000 for accessibility issues in towns such as 
drop curbs, handrails etc. that Councils can apply for. Applications for this need to be in by 
October this year to qualify for 2022. Cllr Geach suggested that Cllr Whitworth does the 
research and when done, it does not need to come back to the council and the Clerk can 
submit this on behalf of the Council.    
Resolved: noted   
 
RS21/31: To set up a speeding Working Group  
Cllr Varley proposed that a Working Group is set up to look at the speeding issues in areas around 
Olney. Cllr Rodden seconded this; it was unanimously agreed.   
Resolved: that a speeding working party convene to discuss and resolve speeding issues in 
Olney consisting of Cllrs’ Rowland, Brock, Whitworth and Rodden. The Working Group will report 
back to full Council with updates when necessary.  
 
RS21/32: To consider locations for additional electric vehicle charging points  
Cllr Varley said that she and Cllr Geach had a meeting with the Wind Farm, who had funding 
available, they will provide 50% of the cost of installing additional electrical charging points.  Cllr 
Varley is going out to three company for costings.   
Resolved:  Cllr Varley will get quotes in preparation for further discussion and actions for either the 
next Recs & Services meeting or next Council meeting.  
 
RS21/33: To discuss Olney and the environment  
Cllr Brown suggested that bearing in mind the recent IPPC Climate Report, that all decisions taken 
by Olney Town Council should be taking into account the impact that they will have on the 
environment and carbon emissions. 
Resolved: The Committee agreed this should and would happen.  



   

 

 

 
RS21/34: To approve a memorial bench at the Cemetery   
Deputy Clerk asked if approval could be given for a memorial 
bench request, the existing benches at the cemetery are wooden but the proposed one is made 
from a different material, being composite of wood and metal.    
 Resolved: Cllr Varley suggested first thing is to check on the state of the benches in the 
cemetery that do not have a plaque and the person who had made the request would get first 
choice on replacing those or be offered an alternate venue.  
  
Meeting closed at 8:28pm  

 


